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Teens Face High Level Of 
Sexual Harassment 

 

LGBT Community Pays Final 
Respects To Frank Kameny 

NEW YORK - It can be a malicious 
rumor whispered in the hallway, a lewd 
photo arriving by cellphone, hands 
groping where they shouldn’t.  Added 
up, it’s an epidemic - student -on- 
student sexual harassment that is 
pervasive in America’s middle schools 
and high schools The Associated Press 
reports. 

 
During the 2010-11 school 

year, 48 percent of sthe students in 
grades seven through 12 experienced 
some form of sexual harassment in 
person or electronically via texting, 
email and social media, according to a 
major national survey released by the 
American Association of University 
Women. 

 
The harassers often thought 

they were being funny, but the 
consequences for their targets can be 
wrenching, according to the survey. 
Nearly a third of the victims said the 
harassment made them feel sick to their 
stomach, affected their study habits or 
fueled reluctance to go to school at all. 

 
“It’s reached a level where it’s 

almost a normal part of the school day,” 
said one of the report’s co-authors, 
AAUW director of research Catherine 
Hill. “It’s somewhat a vicious cycle. The 
kids who are harassers   often often 
have been harassed themselves.” 

 
The survey, conducted in May 

and June, asked 1,002 girls and 963 
boys from public and private schools 
nationwide whether they had experi- 
enced any of various forms of sexual 
harassment.   These included having 
someone make unwelcome sexual 
comments about them,  being called 
gay or lesbian in a negative way, being 
shown sexual pictures they didn’t want 
to see, and being the subject of 
unwelcome sexual rumors. 

 
The survey quoted one ninth- 

grade girl as saying she was called a 

that sexual harassment and bullying 
can sometimes overlap, such as the 
taunting of youths who are perceived to 
be gay or lesbian, but it says there are 
important distinctions.   For example, 
there are some state laws against 
bullying, but serious sexual harass- 
ment - at a level that interferes with a 
student’s education is prohibited under 
the federal gender-equality legislation 
known as Title IX. 
 

“Too often, the more comfort- 
able term bullying is used to describe 
sexual harassment, obscuring the role 
of gender and sex in these incidents,” 
the report says.  “Schools are likely to 
promote bullying prevention while 
ignoring or downplaying sexual harass- 
ment.” 
 

Fatima Goss Graves, a vice 
president of the National Women’s Law 
Center in Washington, said the ultimate 
goal should be to deter hurtful student 
interactions however they are defined. 
 

“Schools get too caught up in 
the label,” she said.  “If it’s the sort of 
conduct that’s interfering with a student’s 
performance, it ought to be stopped.” 
 

The survey asked students for 
suggestions on how to reduce sexual 
harassment at their schools. More than 
half favored systematic punishments 
for harassers and said there should be 
a mechanism for reporting harassment 
anonymously. 
 

Te AAUW report said all 
schools should create a sexual- 
harassment policy and make sure it is 
publicized and enforced.    It said 
schools must ensure that students are 
educated about what their rights are 
under Title X., with special attention 
paid to encouraging girls to respond 
assertively to harassment, since they 
are targeted more often than boys. 
 

Niobe  Way,  a  professor  of 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WASHINGTON, DC (Observer Update) 

- Dr. Franklin E. Kameny, the LGBT 

rights pioneer whose activism began 

when he took on the federal govern- 

ment in the 1950s after he was fired for 

being gay, was honored Thursday with 

a farewell viewing held at the Carnegie 

Library in Washington, D.C. He died on 

October 11 at age 86. 

 
Pallbearers at the service 

included City Council members David 

Catania and Jim Graham, as well as Lt. 

Dan Choi and Capt. Jim Pietrangelo, 

both known for their participation at 

White House protests last year during 

the repeal battle over “don’t ask, don’t 

tell.” D.C. mayor Vincent Gray was 

among those who gave remarks at the 

memorial viewing, organized by Bob 

Witeck and Charles Francis. 

 
A flag-draped casket in the 

center of the room was flanked by bold- 

type protest signs that became synony- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
mous with Kameny and, like his coined 

slogan “Gay is Good,” have enduring 

resonance. To the left of the casket, 

one such specimen read, “Homosexu- 

als ask for the right to the pursuit of 

happiness.” 

 
Founder of the Mattachine 

Society of Washington, Kameny, an 

astronomer who worked for the Army 

Map Service, had vigorously fought his 

dismissal in 1957. He eventually 

penned his own appeal to the U.S. 

Supreme Court, arguing that the 

discrimination faced by him and 

thousands of other federal employees 

forced out of their jobs during the 

McCarthy era was “no less illegal and 

no less odious than discrimination 

based upon religious or racial grounds.” 

 
The National Parks Service 

added Kameny’s Washington, D.C. 

home to its Register of Historic Places. 

whore “because I have many friends 
that are boys.”  A 12th-grade boy said 
schoolmates circulated an image show- 
ing  his  face  attached  to  an  animal 
having sex. 

applied   psychology   at New   York 
University who has studied adolescent 
relationships,  suggested  that  school 
anti-harassment  policies  might  have 
only  limited  impact  without  broader 
cultural   changes   that   break   down 

Google, Starbucks, Microsoft 
Among Companies Opposed 
To Gay Marriage Ban DOMA 

In all, 56 percent of the girls and 
40 percent of the boys said they had 
experienced  at  least  one  incident  of 
sexual harassment during the school 
year. 

 
After being harassed, half of 

the targeted students did nothing about 
it. Of the rest, some talked to parents or 
friends, but only 9 percent reported the 
incident to a teacher, guidance counse- 
lor or other adult at school, according to 
the survey. 

 
Reasons for not reporting 

included doubts it would have any 
impact, fears of making the situation 
worse, and concerns about the staff 
member’s reaction. 

 
The report comes at a time 

when the problem of bullying at schools 
is in the spotlight, in part because of 
several recent suicides of beleaguered 
students. 

 
 

The  AAUW  report  observes 

gender  stereotypes. “You  have  a 
culture that doesn’t value boys having 
close   intimate   relations   and   being 
emotional or empathetic,” she said. 
 

Bill Bond, a former high school 
principal who is a school safety expert 
for the National Association of Second- 
ary School Principals, said there had 
been a shift in the nature of sexual 
harassment among student s over 
recent decades.   Overt attempts to 
exploit a fellow student sexually have 
become less common while there’s 
more use of sexual remarks to degrade 
or insult someone, he said. 
 

“Words can cut a kid all the way 
to the heart,” Bond said. “And when it’s 
on the computers and cellphone, 
there’s no escape. It’s absolutely 
devastating and vicious to a kid.” 

WASHINGTON, DC (Observer Update) 
- Google, Starbucks and Microsoft are 

among the 70 companies that have filed 

an amicus brief opposing the Defense 

Of Marriage Act (DOMA), the 1996 law 

that bars federal agencies and the 

military from recognizing the legal 

marriages of gay and lesbian couples. 

 
In their filing in support of a 

legal challenge to the law, the compa- 

nies argued that the law forces them to 

treat their employees differently. “Be- 

cause marriages are celebrated and 

recognized under state law, a federal 

law withholding marital benefits from 

some lawful marriages, but not others, 

creates a non-uniform rule. Employers 

are obliged to treat one employee 

spouse differently from another, when 

each is married, and each marriage is 

equally lawful,” the companies said in 

their brief. 

Joe Solmonese, president of 

the Human Rights Campaign (HRC), 

the nation’s largest gay rights advo- 

cate, said the filing shows that DOMA 

hurts business. “Not only does DOMA 

hurt families, now we have a clear 

picture of how it also harms American 

business,” Solmonese said in a 

statement. “With a majority of Ameri- 

cans also opposing this law, the time 

has come for the federal government to 

treat all legally married couples equally.” 

Other companies signing on to the brief 

include CBS, Levis Strauss, Nike and 

Time Warner Cable. 
 

Tucson Election 
 
TUCSON (Observer Update) - Since 

the final results for the races for Tucson 

Mayor and three Council seat will not be 

available until after press time, the 

Observer will have full details in next 

week’s edition. 
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Chuzapalooza 
Fun Raising Event 

Nov. 12 

Jerome Beillard 
Festival For Life 
2011, Nov. 19 

TUCSON   (Observer   Update)   -   The 
Jerome Beillard Festival for Life will 
celebrate its 23rd anniversary in 2011. 
Festival for Life is an evening featuring a 
live and silent auction of fine art and other 
unique gifts. This year’s event is Saturday 
November 19, at the Tucson Chinese 
Cultural Center, 1228 West River Road. 

 
December 8, 1989 was the first 

Festival of the Trees, a fundraiser for the 
People with AIDS Coalition of Tucson 
(P.A.C.T). The event auctioned off nearly 
200 decorated trees and wreathes for the 
holiday season. Over the years, the event 
grew and in 1992, Festival of the Trees 
became Festival for Life adding artwork, 
menorahs, and celebrity items. That year 
also had a special appearance by Miss 
Mary Wilson, formerly of the Supremes. In 
1995, P.A.C.T.’s co-founder and Execu- 
tive Director, Jerôme Beillard, passed 
away from AIDS complications and 
Festival for Life was renamed to the 
Jerôme Beillard Festival for Life - honoring 
the work and spirit of a great man.  Each 
year added amazing artwork, designer 
Christmas trees, gift baskets, celebrity 
items and sculptures. Each year also 
added local sponsors and community 
members all supporting the same cause. 

 
In 1997, when the three AIDS 

Service Organizations merged to create 
the Southern Arizona AIDS Foundation 
(SAAF) - the Paper Prayer Benefit from 
the Shanti Foundation was added to 
Festival for Life. Local artists, students, 
and others create strips of art that 
represent an ancient Japanese tradition 
of giving a person who is ill a Paper Prayer 
as a gift to bring good health. Each year, 
Festival for Life continues to sells 
hundreds of Papers to Prayers to be used 
as cards and tokens of good health. 

 
Over the years, the event has 

grown and changed, but the main 
attraction continues to be the collection of 
fine artwork on display in the live and silent 
auction. In addition to art, the auction 
features holiday items, gift baskets, gift 
certificates, celebrity collectibles, trips, 
one-of-a-kind experiences and paper 
prayers. Our guests recognize this great 
opportunity to find amazing works of art 
and great gifts, just as the holiday 
shopping   season   begins!   For   more 

information, go online to festivalforlife.org. 

LGBT Mormons 
Get Together 

SALT LAKE CITY(Observer Update) - 
As you read this, “hundreds of gay 
Mormons, their families and friends” 
have gathered in Salt Lake City, UT, to 
talk about sexuality at a conference 
called “Circling The Wagons.” Accord- 
ing to The Salt Lake Tribune: 
 

The purpose of the confer- 
ence, sponsored by researcher John 
Dehlin, along with Mormon Stories and 
Open Stories Foundation, is “to create 
a space where LGBTQ or SSA 
individuals and their families and allies 
can gather to acknowledge, explore 
and honor shared experiences.” 
 

What kinds of folks are these 
LGBT Mormons? A poll conducted by 
Utah State University found: 
 

... nearly two-thirds (65 per- 
cent) of the 1,600 respondents had 
tried to change their orientation, and 86 
percent classified church counseling 
that sought to end their same-sex 
attraction as not helpful, somewhat 
harmful or severely harmful. 
 

About a third (29 percent) of 
the respondents said they remained 
active in the LDS faith, a little more than 
a third were inactive (36 percent) and 
26 percent asked to have their names 
removed from the church’s member- 
ship rolls. 

Still, nearly 70 percent said 
they believed in God, 52 percent 
believed in Jesus Christ, and 36 
percent believed that LDS Church 
founder Joseph Smith was “a prophet 
of God.” Some of the attendees include 
a former Methodist minister who 
became an LGBT supporter after 
some of his congregants came out, as 
well as: 

... author and playwright, Carol 
Lynn Pearson, retired Brigham Young 
University microbiology professor Bill 
Bradshaw,   Utah   State   Democratic 
Party Chair Jim Dabakis, filmmaker 
Kendall Wilcox, psychologist Lee 
Beckstead, as well as Dehlin, who has 
helped conduct online research within 
the LDS gay community. 

 
Circling The Wagons is orga- 

nized by Ms. Pearson’s organization 

“Mormon Stories.” Needless to say, it’s 

not  affiliated  with  the  LDS  Church, 

towleroad.com reports. 

TUCSON (Observer Update) - On 
Saturday, Nov. 12, 1:00 pm, Tucson’s 
LGBT bowling tournament, 
Chuzapalooza is holding a No-Tap 
Fun raiser at Tucson Bowl, 7021 E. 
21st  St. 
 

Entry fee is $15 and the 
proceeds help to operate 
Chuzapalooza, for which the 5th 
Annual Bowling Tournament, will take 
place January 13-15, 2012. This no 
tap tournament has different rules, for 
1st Game = 8-pin No-tap; 2nd Game= 
9-pin No-tap; 3rd Game = regular. 
 

For more information, go 
online to chuzapalooza.com. 
 

BOTOP Meeting 
Nov. 12 

 
TUCSON (Observer Update) - The 
Bears of the Old Pueblo will hold their 
monthly, General Meeting & Potluck 
at the Ward 6 Council office, 3202 E. 
1st, Saturday, November 12, 2:30 – 
5:00 p.m. 
 

Join us for our monthly 
potluck and social gathering, followed 
by the monthly meeting for the club. 
 

For more information, contact 
president Kevin Jackson: 
sonoranbear@gmail.com,   or   520- 
904-4714. 

 

Tempest Du 
Jour Needs 
Your Help 

 
 

 
TUCSON - Tempest Du Jour and his 
family were involved in a SERIOUS 
automobile accident on Saturday, 
October 1, 2011, while heading home 
from an evening in Phoenix. Their car 
was pushed into a flat-bed truck on 
Interstate 10. 
 

Tempest, for those few who 
do not know, is one of Tucson’s most 
popular female impersonators (‘Drag 
Queen”) and has been entertaining 
the community for several years. He 
is known to his friends as Patrick Holt. 
 

Fortunately, no one was 
killed, but the force of the collision 
was terrific, and everyone received 
injuries.  Tempest received numer- 
ous broken and fractured bones, and 
is currently in rehab under medical 
care where she will remain for some 
months.  The medical bills alone are 
sky high, and the family is finding it 
extremely difficult to pay them and all 
the other on-going bills at this time. 
 

Tempest has supported the 
community   here   in   Tucson   for 
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countless years, and now is a good 
time for the community to help support 
him, and his family.. 
 

Please give what you can. 
There are donation boxes located at 
Colors, Woody’s, IBT’s and the New 
Moon.  You may stop by any Chase 
Bank and donate to the Tempest Du 
Jour   &   Family   Fund   -   Acct.   # 
999846777. 

mailto:sonoranbear@gmail.com
http://www.tucsonobserver.com/
mailto:info@tucsonobserver.com
Tucson Gay Museum
tucsonobserverarchives.org
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Dianne Feinstein: 
DOMA Repeal Will 

Senate Panel OKs Openly Gay 
Michael Fitzgerald’s Nomination 

To The Federal Bench 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
California Senator Dianne Feinstein 

has said she believes the Defense of 

Marriage Act (DOMA) will eventually be 

repealed, reports ontopmag.com. 

Feinstein is the Senate sponsor of a bill 

that would repeal the 1996 law that bars 

federal agencies and the military from 

recognizing the legal marriages of gay 

and lesbian couples. 

 
The Senate Judiciary Commit- 

tee began debate on whether to send 

the bill to the Senate floor. Vermont 

Senator Patrick Leahy, the panel’s 

chairman, announced that he had 

agreed to Iowa Senator Charles 

Grassley’s request to hold over a vote 

on the bill. Speaking on MSNBC, 

Feinstein told host Thomas Roberts 

that passage in this Congress wasn’t 

possible, but added that the politics 

were quickly changing for an eventual 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

nepHpHpHpa 
 

 
 
 
 
 

“I don’t think we have the votes 

right now,” Feinstein said. “But this is a 

changing picture. You know, when 

DOMA was passed, 15 years ago, not a 

single state supported same-sex mar- 

riage. Now you have six states plus the 

District of Columbia. Now that changes 

the argument, because family law and 

marriage is a preserve of the state. So 

you have a legal marriage and what 

DOMA does is deny federal benefits – 

federal social security benefits, family 

leave, estate tax protections – those 

kinds of things to same-sex couples. So 

it discriminates against one class of 

what is a legal class and that is the state 

determines who is legally married. So I 

think there are very good grounds to 

eventually get DOMA repealed.” 

WASHINGTON, DC (Observer Up- 

date) - A Senate panel has unani- 

mously recommended the nomina- 

tion of Michael Walter Fitzgerald to 

the federal bench, gay weekly The 

Washington Blade reported. 

 
President Barack Obama 

nominated Fitzgerald to the U.S. 

District Court for the Central District 

of California in July – Obama’s fourth 

openly gay judicial nominee to date. 

 
The Human Rights Cam- 

paign (HRC), the nation’s largest gay 

rights advocate, cheered the move. 

“Moving Michael Fitzgerald’s nomi- 

nation to the Senate floor is a positive 

step toward confirming a dedicated 

legal talent,” said HRC spokesman 

Michael Cole-Schwartz. “We urge the full 

Senate to confirm him and help make the 

bench more representative of the 

diversity of the American public.” 

 
According to the Blade, the 

Senate, which is facing a backlog of 

judicial nominees, is unlikely to take up 

the Fitzgerald nomination any time soon. 

California Senator Barbara Boxer, who 

recommended Fitzgerald to the presi- 

dent, praised the development. “I am so 

pleased that the Senate Judiciary 

Committee unanimously approved 

Michael Fitzgerald’s nomination to serve 

on the federal bench,” she said. “It is now 

critical that the Senate move swiftly to 

confirm him so he can begin serving the 

people of the Central District.” 

repeal. Openly Gay Federal  Bench Nominee Michael Fitzgerald 
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IRS Rules In Favor Of Trans 
  Deductions   

 
 

WASHINGTON, DC (Observer Up- 

date) - In a landmark decision, the IRS 

has announced its agreement with an 

historic court ruling that allows tax 

deductions for medical care related to 

gender transition. 

 
The decision, announced and 

officially called a “notice of acquies- 

cence,” relates to O’Donnabhain v. 

Commissioner, a case brought by Gay 

& Lesbian Advocates & Defenders on 

behalf of a transgender woman who 

was denied the ability to take advan- 

tage of an existing federal income tax 

deduction for medical care costs 

because the IRS considered her 

transition-related care medically un- 

necessary. 

 
In 2010, the U.S. Tax Court 

overturned IRS policy disallowing tax 

deductions for medical care related to 

gender transition, a policy the IRS 

defended by citing 2005 guidance from 

the IRS’s Chief Counsel. 

 
The announcement means 

that the IRS now agrees with the Tax 

Court’s 2010 ruling. 
 

 

‘Iconic’ Denver Bar Shutters 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Less Support For North 
Carolina Gay Marriage Ban 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DENVER (Observer Update) - JR’s, a 

gay bar described as “iconic” by the 

Denver Post, abruptly shut its doors 

after a lease dispute. 

 
A new arrangement couldn’t be 

hammered out between the landlord 

and the Washington, D.C.-based owner 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
on 17th Street was a popular center of 

gay nightlife in the Mile High City. 

 
“JR’s was the most popular 

gay bar in Denver at its time,” former 

general manager Larry McDonald told 

the Post. “We were Budweiser’s largest 

account in the state of Colorado. 

CHARLOTTE (Observer Update) - A 

new poll shows decreasing support for a 

proposed constitutional amendment 

that would ban gay marriage in North 

Carolina. Voters in May will decided on 

a far-reaching amendment that would 

make it unconstitutional for North 

Carolina to recognize gay and lesbian 

couples with marriage, civil unions and 

possibly even domestic partnerships. 

 
While 59 percent of the 615 

voters contacted by Public Policy 

Polling said they favor the amendment, 

that’s a 4 point drop from the group’s 

previous poll conducted last month. 

Thirty-five percent said they would vote 

against the measure. 

 
However, the survey only asked 

about marriage; when other forms are 

legal recognition are included, support 

for the amendment collapses. A major- 

ity (60%) of respondents support either 

giving gay couples full marriage (26%) 

or civil unions (34%), a 9 point increase 

from last month’s survey. Thirty-eight 

percent say there should be no legal 

recognition of gay couples’ unions. 

 
“What this data reveals is when 

the issue is not obscured by legislative 

language, North Carolinians over- 

whelmingly oppose this vague, un- 

tested and overly-broad ban on basic 

relationship recognitions and protec- 

tions,” said Stuart Campbell, executive 

director of Equality North Carolina. “As 

a result, it will be our tireless goal to 

educate the public [on] these very real 

harms. … [A] coalition effort, reaching 

out to diverse North Carolina communi- 

ties, will be instrumental in kicking off 

this crucial discussion and campaign.” 

of  J.R.’s.  The  two-story  establishment   

Cheyenne Jackson, Nathan 
Lane Headed For Primetime? 

 
NEW YORK (Observer Update) - 

Cheyenne Jackson and Nathan Lane — 

both out veterans of Broadway, film and 

television — will star in an upcoming 

comedy pilot for the USA Network. 

 
The show will center around an 

actor suffering a career slump, played 

by Lane, who heads to Texas to care for 

his   sick   father   (portrayed   by   Ken 

 

Jenkins, formerly of Scrubs). While 

there, he meets and befriends a doctor 

played by Jackson. 

 
Jackson and Lane have indi- 

vidually starred in diverse fare that 

includes The Producers, United 93, 

The Birdcage, and 30 Rock — they 

previously co-starred in a web series 

promoting   the   Tony   campaign   for 

Jackson’s Xanadu role. 
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New Jersey Suit To Win Gay ACROSS THE GAY GLOBE. . . . . . . 

Marriage Can Proceed Gay Men Blood Donation Ban 
Lifted In UK 

LONDON (Observer Update) - Gay 

men will now be able to give blood as 

Government restrictions are officially 

lifted, the Department of Health (DoH) 

said. A lifetime ban on blood donation 

by men who had had sex with another 

man was put in place in the UK in the 

1980s as a response to the spread of 

Aids and HIV. 

 
But following a review by the 

Advisory Committee on the Safety of 

Blood, Tissues and Organs (Sabto), 

men who have not had homosexual 

sex within a year will be able to donate 

if they meet certain other criteria. The 

move will be implemented in England, 

Scotland and Wales. 

Dr Lorna Williamson, NHS Blood 

and Transplant’s medical and research 

director, said: “Our priority as a blood 

service is to provide a safe and sufficient 

supply of blood for patients. This change 

gives us an opportunity to broaden our 

donor acceptance on the basis of the 

latest scientific evidence. “The Sabto 

review concluded that the safety of the 

blood supply would not be affected by the 

change and we would like to reassure 

patients receiving transfusions that the 

blood supply is as safe as it reasonably 

can be and amongst the safest in the 

world. There has been no documented 

transmission of a blood-borne virus in the 

UK since 2005, with no HIV transmission 

since 2002.” 
 

NEWARK (Observer Update) - A New 

Jersey judge has ruled that a lawsuit 

seeking to enact gay marriage in the 

state can proceed, The Star-Ledger 

reported. The decision comes five 

years after the state Supreme Court 

ruled that the state must recognize the 

relationships of gay and lesbian 

couples, but volleyed the question of 

marriage back to the Legislature, which 

decided to enact civil unions. 

 
Superior Court Judge Linda 

Feinberg agreed that the seven gay 

couples suing for the right to marry 

should have an opportunity to prove 

that the state’s civil unions law falls 

short of the legal protections offered to 

heterosexual married couples. “I don’t 

think that the court can remain silent 

and take no action if … the result is that 

those benefits are not equal in the 

protections,” said Feinberg. 

 
Garden State Equality Chair- 

man Steven Goldstein called the ruling 

“a sweet moment.” 

 
“It is time for the state of New 

Jersey to end the evil experiment of civil 

unions that is failing same-sex couples,” 

he said. The lawsuit was prompted by 

last year’s failed effort to legalize gay 

marriage in the state and coupled with 

the election of Governor Chris Christie, 

a Republican who has promised to veto 

a gay marriage law if approved by 

lawmakers. A date to hear the lawsuit 

was not set. 

Men who have had anal or 

oral sex with another man in the past 

12 months, with or without a condom, 

will still not be eligible to donate blood, 

the DoH said. They said this was to 

reduce the risk of infections being 

missed by testing and then being 

passed on to a patient, advocate.com 

reports. Sabto’s advisory panel, com- 

prising leading experts and patient 

groups, carried out its review based 

on the latest available evidence and 

found it could no longer support the 

permanent exclusion of men who 

have had sex with men. They 

considered the risk of infection being 

transmitted in blood, attitudes of 

potential donors in complying with the 

selection criteria and improvements in 

testing of donated blood. 

The change has been welcomed 

by the sexual health charity Terrence 

Higgins Trust. 

Chief executive Sir Nick Partridge said: 

“We welcome this change, which is 

based on strong new evidence that all 

the experts are agreed on. These 

regulations will ensure the safety of 

blood supply for all of us while also being 

fair and equal in their application.” 

 

Gretchen  Whitmer Slams 
Passage Of Anti-Bullying Bill 

That Excludes Gays 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LANSING (Observer Update) - Michi- 

gan Senate Minority Leader Gretchen 

Whitmer has slammed the recent 

Senate passage of an anti-bullying bill 

that excludes gays. The bill cleared the 

Republican controlled Senate. 

 
The anti-bullying bill neglects to 

protect gay, lesbian, bisexual and 

transgender teens and encourages the 

bullying of gay students by creating 

exceptions based on religious or moral 

convictions. 

 
“So this might solve a political 

problem that Republicans have,” 

Whitmer said on the Senate floor. “But 

be clear: You are papering over the 

problem that is a reality faced by 

hundreds of kids in Michigan schools 

every day. In fact, not only does this not 

protect kids who are bullied, it further 

endangers them by legitimizing ex- 

cuses for tormenting a student. And the 

saddest and sickest irony of this whole 

thing is that it’s called ‘Matt’s Safe 

School Law.’ And after the way that 

you’ve gutted it, it wouldn’t have done a 

damn thing to save Matt.” 

 
“This is worse than doing 

nothing. It’s a Republican license to 

bully,” she added. 
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Darren Criss, Chris Colfer ‘Glee’  

 

Romance Gets Physical 
As Grant Gustin Schemes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOS ANGELES (Observer Update) - 

Darren Criss and Chris Colfer’s Glee 

romance will get physical on  the Fox 

musical-comedy. 

 
In the episode, titled The First 

Time, Criss’ Blaine Anderson and 

Colfer’s Kurt Hummel take their budding 

romance to the next level, according to 

Entertainment Weekly (EW). The cou- 

pling is “handled very delicately and is 

incredibly moving,” the entertainment 

glossy wrote. “I can’t think of another 

network series that’s taken a teenage 

gay relationship so far or been so 

progressive,” EW noted. 

 
In a promo for the episode, 

Blaine  asks  Kurt,  “Don’t  you  want  to 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
experience everything in life that you 

can?” The couple’s decision is 

prompted by the arrival of Sebastian 

(played by newcomer Grant Gustin), a 

scheming Dalton Academy Warbler 

who aggressively pursues Blaine. 

 
Viewers can also expect to 

see the return of Dave Karofsky (Max 

Adler), the closeted William McKinley 

High School bully who tormented Kurt 

for being gay last season and ended 

up being crowned prom king. Kurt and 

Blaine run into the football star in West 

Lima’s only gay bar, appropriately 

titled Scandals. Also set to lose their 

virginity on the episode are Finn 

Hudson  (played  by  Cory  Monteith) 

and Rachel Berry (Lea Michele). 

Douglas J. Newman, P.C. 
A  T T O R N E Y  A  T L  A  W 

Corporations . Limited Liability Companies . General Business 
Wills . Trusts . Estate & Estate Tax Planning . Probate 
2650 North Country Club Road . Tucson, Arizona  85716 

Phone 520-325-2053 . Fax 520-325-2274 . dougnewmanlaw.com 
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ADAM AND PETER: LOVE IN A TIME OF WAR (Part 2) 
Part 2 Begins . . . . . . 

During the military’s mandatory 

training  sessions  on  DADT  repeal, 

Adam’s fellow officers emphasized that 

only civility and respect would be 

tolerated. But even that seemed 

unnecessary to him, given the profes- 

sionalism he’d routinely experienced. 

“Soldiers are going to do what you tell 

them to do,” he said. 
 

Since their wedding, both men 

have had a flood of supportive emails 

and Facebook messages from former 

and current co-workers. According to 

Adam, many were from West Point 

classmates who were staunchly against 

any repeal during their time together at 

the academy, now writing to express 

their happiness for both the couple and 

at the policy change in general. 

 
Shortly before the big day, Pete 

was on a morning run with his executive 

officer, the battalion’s second-in-com- 

mand, when the subject unexpectedly 

came up. The older officer asked about 

the ceremony, and then, “he proceeded 

to offer me marital advice,” said Pete, 

“like normal, ‘this is what’s gonna 

happen in your first year, you’re gonna 

go do this, that, living together.’ ... It was 

just so cool, just what I expected out of a 

mentor.” 

 
Such normalcy is exactly what 

the two officers sought. 

 
“I’m not getting any kind of 

special treatment,” said Pete. “It’s just 

now, Captain Bennett, he’s gay, and 

with Adam, and it’s just totally a non- 

issue and that’s exactly what I wanted.” 

 
The wedding took place in 

Iowa, where the couple applied for a 

marriage license. It was an easy choice: 

gay marriage had been legal in the state 

since April 2009, and neither man was 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
required to appear in person for the 

paperwork. Pete, Adam and their 

guests flew into Madison, Wis., on 

Friday night. The next morning they 

drove two hours south to Dubuque. 

 
There, at a bed-and-breakfast, 

friends quickly decorated the foyer with 

flowers bought at the Madison farmer’s 

market. Adam and Pete changed into 

their formal dress blues. 

 
A dozen people, mostly family 

members, gathered around to watch. 

The men took their places side-by-side 

next to the staircase, in the light of a 

stained-glass window. Then, with Pete’s 

father officiating, the two traded vows, 

tearing up as they recited self-written 

promises off of their smartphones. 

Adam’s mother, Rita, blessed the 

couple, the official documents received 

their signatures, and the ceremony was 

done. 

 
The group headed outside to 

the balcony, champagne flutes in hand. 

Standing in the sunlight, posing for 

photos  with  Adam’s  arm  around  his 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
waist, Pete’s thoughts were simple: “I felt 

like a king.” 

 
Despite the support of their 

colleagues, both Pete and Adam will leave 

active duty next year. One of the largest 

reasons is the Defense of Marriage Act. 

 
With DADT repealed, DOMA is 

the next major hurdle for gay 

servicemembers to surmount. Because 

the federal government will not recognize 

same-sex marriages, couples like Adam 

and Pete are ineligible for the spousal 

benefits that heterosexual couples re- 

ceive. 

 
“We really realized this when we 

[were] trying to file for our life insurance 

policies and next of kin notifying each 

other and medical benefits and stuff like 

that, you know, in deployments espe- 

cially,” Pete said. 

 
DOMA challenges are already in 

motion. In Connecticut, a lesbian Navy 

veteran has already filed a lawsuit to claim 

disability benefits for herself and her wife, 

and the Servicemembers Legal Defense 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Network filed a DOMA challenge in 

federal court on Thursday morning. 

The Senate Judiciary Committee 

will also take up debate on a bill 

overturning DOMA on Nov. 3rd. 

 
Joint housing is another 

critical issue. Adam and Pete are 

stationed 1,300 miles apart, but 

because their marriage isn’t recog- 

nized by the federal government, 

they cannot request to be assigned 

to the same location as a hetero- 

sexual couple can. 

 
The problem was a major 

factor in Adam’s decision to leave 

the Army. Shortly before repeal, he 

declined a job that would have 

extended his time in service. 

Another deployment came with the 

assignment, but it was the fear of 

three more years of forced separa- 

tion from his husband that made up 

Adam’s mind. 

 
Like many soldiers who 

leave the Army, however, he is still 

 
Continued on Page Twelve 

 

 
 
 

COMMUNITY BARS 

 
1.  THE BIZ,   2900 E. Broadway 

318-4838 

2.  IBT’S,  616 N. 4TH  Ave. 

882-3053 

3.  VENTURE-N 

1239 N. 6th  Ave. 882-8224 

 
5.  WOODY’S 

3710 N. Oracle Rd 292-6702 

 
6.  NEW MOON 

915  W. Prince Rd. 293-7339 

 
7.  BRODIE’S TAVERN 

2449 N. Stone 622-0447 

 
8.  COLORS FOOD & SPIRITS 

5305 E. Speedway 323-1840 

COMMUNITY   ORGANIZATIONS 

A.  MCC - METROPOLITAN 

COMMUNITY CHURCH 

3269 N. Mountain 622-9151 

B. CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIP 

2902 N. Geronimo 622-4626 

D.  WINGSPAN 

430 E. 7th  Street 624-1779 

E.  S.A.A.F   (Southern Arizona 

AIDS Foundation)  375 S. Euclid 

628-7223 

G. TIHAN (Tucson Interfaith 

HIV-AIDS Network) 

1011 N Craycroft 299-6647 

H.  EON   YOUTH  CENTER 

620-6245 
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Chack US OUIIhB DBXI 

time you're in Phoenix 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presidio 
Hair and Nail Salon 

 
 

Ed Thibeault 

 
 

 
 
 

           Havele n 

 

DUI SR  2 
t(\ E PIERCE INSURA ct 

 

888-8888 
985 N. Alvernon 

Tucson, AZ 85711 
 
(520) 321-962 AUTO, LIFE,  HOME, MEDICAL 

COIIERCIAL, PROPERTIES. CONTRACI'ORS IIONDINIS 
 

 
Steve  Wagner, MSW, LCSW 

 

Individual  &    ouple Psychotherapy 
 

 
 
 
 

5210 E. Pima,  #105 

Tucson, Arizona 85712 

520-629-9166 

 

/\. Michael HL\tchinsJ Ph.D. 
Co1.4nselin9- Psychothel"apy- Cons...ltin9 

 

 
 
 
 
 

6812 No..th o,.ade "Rd. S"'rt100 

't..cson,.;A..izona  85704  520-797-2117 

 

 
 
 

Ph.Jl 

RICHMUSZVNSKI 
 

LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST 
 
520  906 7048  Phone I   5956  E      P1ma, Su1te 130 

52 0  296 8157 Fax Tucson, RZ  85712 
 
 
 

 
 

SOUTHWEST ETC. 
COLLECflBLES - ANTIQUES - THRIFT 

BUYING & SEWNG EsTATES 
 

Weekend Open Air Markets 
 

4400 S. Mission 
Tucson, Arizona 85746 

520-908-0960 

 
 

Speedway Veterinary  Hospital,  Inc 
 
 

Kayla  R. Boyer, DVM. 
Small  Animal  Veterinarian 

 
 

(520) 321-4235 
3736 E. Speedway Blvd.. Tucson. AZ 85716 

www.speedwayvet.com 

520-615-6436 
P. 0. Box13312 

Tucson, AZ.  85732 

TUCSON  GL 
Chamber Of Commerce 
Inclusive Engaged  T Professional 

 
www.tucsonglbtchamber.org 
info@tucsonglbtchamber.org 

http://www.speedwayvet.com/
http://www.speedwayvet.com/
http://www.tucsonglbtchamber.org/
mailto:info@tucsonglbtchamber.org
mailto:info@tucsonglbtchamber.org
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Thousands  Attend Annual All Souls Procession Last Sunday 
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Poet’s Corner 
OBAMA’S PAJAMAS 

 
by Ron Rose - Tucson 

 

 

Obama’s Pajamas, Smithsonian Bound 

Barach never wore them, how does that sound? 

The President’s problems, 24 hours a day, 

Gets 400 Grand, why that’s hardly pay! 

To face all our troubles, find answers for all 

Takes 24 hours, 24 hours, on call. 

Barach, buy a nightshirt, and wear with a tie, 

And then you’ll be ready, to go “Beddy-Bye”, 
 

 
 

The Way I Saw It. . .by Gary Clark 

 
 

SERVICES 
ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS 
Let me keep your clothes fitting properly 

and in good repair. Experienced - 

Economical - Prompt.  Merle Hudson, 

(520)888-7264 in Tucson           1420 

 
RecreatMyLife.com - Professional 
Online counseling (SKYPE) for de- 
pression, anxiety, PTSD. Effective, 
very affordable.  Please contact me 
at 480-648.0160 or 
CharlieHurt@RecreateMyLife.com 

 

 

FOR RENT 
DUPLEX FOR RENT...MIDTOWN. Fur- 
nished, 2 bedroom, 1 bath.  Amenities 

include WIFI, fishpond, cable, central 

heat and AC, outdoor ping pong in 

covered area. $600/month double 

occupancy; discount for early payment. 

Phone Janny, 325-3610 
 

AVAILABLE OCT. 1.  Very large 2BD/ 

1BA. Mountain and Ft. Lowell. Fenced 

yard. Pets OK. Bike path to UA. $695. 

Call 682-7877.               1417 

 

MASSAGE 
1434 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE: Before his untimely death, Gary Clark had worked on this 
newspaper for nearly 40 years as graphic artist and Entertainment Editor. Part 
of his heritage was producing a weekly humorous drawing of life ’as he saw it’. 
It is amazing that most of these drawings are as funny and entertaining today 
as they were in past years.  We have decided to open the ‘vaults’ on these 
faultless viewpoints.  Enjoy! 

QUALITY PROFESSIONAL MAS- 

SAGE!! A truly Unique Tantric Spiritual 

EXPERIENCE.   Creating a sacred 

space, for all men SINCE 1981.  Call 

Marc - 881-4582, in advance.   By 

appointment only.                       1417 

Ric.  LMT (520)488-0228 

Licensed Massage Therapist 

& Bodyworker 1430 
 

 

SAVE TUCSON’S LGBT HISTORY! 
Share your digitized Tucson LGBT history- 

related memories, photos, VHS tapes of events, 

memorabilila.  Not digitized?  The museum’s 

nationally & locally recognized transfer agents 

will digitize them, and return the originals to you 

if you wish. 
Email: Tucson LGBTMuseum@live.com 

 
 

HELPFUL PLANET 
D. Temple 

 
Tucson GLBT Chamber of Commerce:  Not Just for Business Owners 

 
Of course, the Tucson GLBT Chamber of Commerce’s members include 

local GLBT and Ally business owners but it also offers student (both at the high- 

school and college level), non-business and non-profit memberships, as well. 

Although there are a few differences between the specific types of membership, all 

who join benefit from the Chamber’s networking, advocacy and educational efforts 

and opportunities. 

 
One method of networking is by utilizing the Tucson GLBT Chamber of 

Commerce’s online member directory. Not only is the directory an advertising tool 

for members, it also serves as an approach to identify local businesses and 

organizations who support the GLBT community.   Other networking and 

educational opportunities arise at the Chamber’s monthly breakfast meetings 

which include a guest speaker(s), whose goal is to inform about relevant topics. 

Breakfast meetings, held this month on November 17th, at The Manning House, 

are open to both members and non-members of the TGLBTCC. The Chamber’s 

regular “Out and About” events, hosted by local businesses, are also open to non- 

members.  This month’s November 10th “Out and About” will be hosted by Will’s 

Auto Repair. 

 
The Tucson GLBT Chamber of Commerce also serves members, as well 

as the entire GLBT community, with their advocacy efforts. According to Melissa 

Griebel, the Chamber’s President, “The TGLBTCC advocates for business and for 

GLBT causes in the business world through political action on pertinent issues.” 

The Chamber’s Vice-President, Sheldon “Shelly” Fishman, extends those efforts 

by serving as a Commissioner for the City of Tucson Commission on Gay, Lesbian, 

Bisexual, and Transgender Issues. 

 
The Tucson GLBT Chamber of Commerce can be supported through 

membership, corporate sponsorship, and by attending both regularly-scheduled 

and special events.   Visit their website, tucsonglbtchamber.org, to view the 

member directory, for a membership application, and to receive a newsletter 

highlighting events, special member discounts, and advertising opportunities. 

 
Diane “Daisy” Temple  - Helpful Planet 

mailto:CharlieHurt@RecreateMyLife.com
mailto:LGBTMuseum@live.com


WEEKLY OBSERVER NOVEMBER  9, 2011 PAGE ELEVEN 
 
 

Daily Bar Calendar 
 
 
 

SUNDAY 
COLORS - Open 10am-10pm.  Champagne Brunch 10-2 with 

your choice of a complimentary Mimosa, Bloody Mary or 

Screwdriver.  Happy Hour 3-7.   $3.50 Skyy Cocktails, 

$2.50 Domestics & Well, ½ price appetizers from 4-6. 

Dinner served until 10pm. 

IBT’s - Happy Hour Noon-9pm. Karaoke on the Patio 4-8:30pm. 

Benefit BBQ Beer Bust, ($5 for Burger/Hot Dog, Veggie 

Burger, chips, Pickle Spear & 2 Pints of Bud/Bud Light or 

a soda/bottle water), “Cheap Ass Sundays” 9pm-Close, 

Karaoke Inside 9pm. Dancing on the Patio w/Sj Sid the 

Kid 9pm 

NEW MOON - Open 4pm.  Happy Hour 4-8 = $2 well, dom 

longnecks, dom pints, or New Moon shots.  Kitchen 

open 5-9pm. Check our calendar for special events. 

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am. Beer specials and Trailer Trash 

Martini’s All Day. Check our Ad for Special Events or 

Parties 

MONDAY 
COLORS - Open 11am-10pm.  Lunch served 11-3, ½ price 

appetizers 3-6.  Happy Hour 3-7 $3.50 Skyy Cocktails, 

$2.50 Domestics & Well. Dinner served until 10pm. 

Nightly Specials. 

IBT’s - Happy Hour Noon-8pm.  8pm-close Reverse Happy 

Hour.  Dance to all request music w/DJ Hurricane or 

Lounge on the patio 9pm. 

NEW MOON - Closed Mondays 

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am.  Service Industry Night - 

Employee prices all day.. 

 

TUESDAY 
COLORS - Open 11am - 10pm.  Lunch served 11-3, ½ price 

appetizers 3-6.  Happy Hour 3-7 $3.50 Skyy Cocktails, 

$2.50 Domestics & Well. Dinner served until 10pm. 

Nightly Dinner Specials. 

IBT’s -. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, T-Bar Tuesdays Drink Specials 

9pm-Close. Mix-n-Match Mexican Beer Specials, 

Tequila Specials (Patron $6, Milagro $4.50, Hornitos 

$4, Cuervo $3.50), Million $ DJ Inside 9pm.  Taco 

Tuesdays 2nd & last Tuesday of the month. 

NEW MOON - Open 4pm. $2 well, dom. Long necks, pints New 

Moon Shots. Kitchen open 5-9.  Women’s Texas Hold 

‘em poker 6pm.  Karaoke 8pm. 

WOODY’S - Open 11am- 2am.  2-4-1 Night 

 

WEDNESDAY 
COLORS - Open 11am - 10pm.  Lunch served 11-3, ½ price 

appetizers 3-6.  Happy Hour 3-7 $3.50 Skyy Cocktails, 

$2.50 Domestics & Well.   Dinner served until 10pm. 

Nightly Dinner Specials. 

IBT’s - Happy Hour Noon-8pm, “Viva La Diva” Drag Show hosted 

by Janee Starr 9pm. DJ Hurricane on the Patio 9pm, $3- 

42-Below Vodka Drink Special 9pm - Close, Million $ DJ 

Inside after the Drag Show. 

NEW MOON - Open 4pm. $2 well, dom. Long necks, pints New 

Moon Shots.  Kitchen open 5-9. $2 off appetizer menu 

items* with drink purchase (priced $4 or higher). 

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am;. Happy Hour Prices all day. 

 

THURSDAY 
COLORS - Open 11am - CLOSE.  Lunch served 11-3, ½ price 

appetizers 3-6. Happy Hour 3-7 $3.50 Skyy Cocktails, 

$2.50 Domestics & Well.  Dinner served until 10pm. 

Nightly Dinner Specials.  Melody Louise performs 6-9 

IBT’s - Happy Hour Noon-8pm, Therapt every Thursday.  2-4-1 

Drink Specials (excludes top shelf). DJ Sid the Kid 

inside 9pm.  Million $ DJ on the Patio 9pm.  GoGos 

dancing at 11pm. 

NEW MOON - Open 4pm. $2 well, dom. Long necks, pints New 

Moon Shots. Kitchen open 5-9. Free Nachos 5-7. New 

Babies Drag Show 8pm.  Check ouit the new talent! 

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am; Free pool and Happy Hour prices 

all day. 

FRIDAY 
COLORS - Open 11am - 10pm.  Lunch served 11-3, ½ price 

appetizers 3-6.   Happy Hour 3-7 $3.50 Skyy 

Cocktails, $2.50 Domestics & Well.  Dinner served 

until 10pm.   Nightly Dinner Specials.   Finlandia 

Martinis $5.50 all day.  MELODY LOUISE performs 

5:30-8:30. HONEYBAKED  GLAM  Comedy  Drag 

Show at 9pm. 

IBT’s Happy Hour Noon-9pm.  Flawless Fridays.  Karaoke 

Inside 5-9pm.   “Absolutely Flawless” Drag Show 

hosted by China Collins 9:15pm. DJ Hurricane Inside 

9pm.  Million $ DJ on the Patio 9pm.  GoGo Boys 

11pm. 

NEW MOON - Open 4pm. $2 well, dom. Long necks, pints New 

Moon Shots.   Kitchen open 5-9.   Women’s Texas 

Hold ‘em poker 6pm.  Karaoke 8pm.  First and Third 

Fridays are country, with dance lessons at 7pm and 

country DJ 8:30. 

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am; Happy Hour 11am-8pm (excl 

spec events). Full Menu Kitchen open 11am-11pm 

Back Pocket Patio Bar open 5pm-close.  Enjoy the 

Live vocals and piano styling of Susan Artemis 6- 

9pm.  Tori Steele Show 10pm 

 

SATURDAY 
COLORS - Open 11am - 10pm.  Lunch served 11-3, ½ price 

appetizers 3-6.  Happy Hour 3-7 $3.50 Skyy Cock- 

tails, $2.50 Domestics & Well. Dinner served until 

10pm.  Nightly Dinner Specials. 

IBT’s - Happy Hour Noon-8pm, 9pm Karaoke on the Patio 5- 

8pm.  “Saturday Night Starrlett’s” hosted by  Janee 

Starr 9pm. Million $ DJ on the Patio 9pm.  DJ 

Hurricane Inside after the Drag Show. 

NEW MOON - Open 4pm. $2 well, dom. Long necks, pints 

New Moon Shots. Kitchen open 5-9.  Cheeseburger 

& Fries $5. 

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am; Happy Hour 10am-8pm (excl 

spec events); Full Menu Kitchen open11am-11pm. . 

 

 
 
 
 

ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS 

Let me keep your clothes fitting properly 

and in good repair. Experienced – Eco- 

nomical – Prompt. Merle Hudson, 

(520)888-7264 in Tucson.  1410 
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COMMENTA RY. . . . Chaplains Can Perform 
Gay Marriages 

 

 

Court: AZ Cannot Stop Insurance 
Benefits For Domestic Partners 

Of Gay State Workers 
by Howard Fischer 

 
PHOENIX - Arizona cannot cancel insurance benefits for the domestic partners 

of state and university workers who are gay, the 9th  U.S. Circuit Court of Ap- 

peals has ruled. 

 
In a unanimous opinion, the three judge panel agreed the state is not 

obligated to provide health insurance for its workers or their families. 

 
“But when a state chooses to provide such benefits, it may not do so in 

WASHINGTON, DC - The Defense Department has issued new guidelines that 

allow military chaplains to officiate at same-sex weddings, on or off military 

installations, in states where such wedding are allowed. 

 
No chaplain is required to participate in a same-sex wedding, if it violates 

personal beliefs, the Pentagon said. Because the 1996 Defense of Marriage Act 

(DOMA) prohibits the federal recognition of same-sex marriages, the department 

wouldn’t endorse them, it added. 

 
“The guidance issued strikes the right balance between respecting the 

faith traditions of chaplains and affording all service members the same rights 

under current law,” said Aubrey Sarvis, an Army veteran and the executive director 

of the Servicemembers Legal Defense Network, a Gay rights organization. 

 
The Pentagon is treading carefully around the unsettled issue as it 

transitions away from the long-standing prohibition against gay service members 

openly declaring their sexuality. 

an 

arbitrary or discriminatory manner that adversely affects particular groups that 

may be unpopular,” Judge Mary Schroeder wrote for the court. She noted there 

is no other way for Gay workers to get those benefits in Arizona, with a state 

constitutional amendment barring same-sex nuptials. 

 
The ruling does not end the efforts by lawmakers and Gov. Jan Brewer 

to curtail the benefits.  Instead, it simply requires the state to continue providing 

coverage until there is a full trial on whether the law is unconstitutional. 

 
“It seems apparent that the court’s real motivation here is for the 

legalization of gay marriage,” said Brewer press aide Matthew Benson.  “The 

governor stands with the majority of Arizona who overwhelmingly in 2008 

defined marriage as between one man and one woman. 

 
Arizona provides various benefits to the dependents of its state and 

university employees.  Until 2008, however, that did not include the domestic 

partners of its unmarried workers. 

 
That year, at the direction of then-Gov. Janet Napolitano, the Depart- 

ment of Administration rewrote its rules to define who is a “dependent” to 

include someone living with the employee for at least a year and expected to 

continue living with that person.  There is no reference to the gender of the 

partner. 

 
The rule also requires a showing of financial interdependence as well 

as an affidavit by the employee affirming that there is a domestic partnership. 

 
In 2009, Napolitano left to become Homeland Security secretary in the 

Obama administration, elevating Brewer to governor.  That allowed the Republi- 

can-controlled Legislature to put a provision into the budget limiting who is 

entitled to dependent coverage, specifically excluding the partners of unmarried 

employees, whether gay or not.. 

 
The Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund then filed suit on 

behalf of the gay employees; coverage for unmarried heterosexual workers, not 

part of the litigation, expired last year. 

 
Attorneys for the state argued they were being forced to give some new 

constitutional rights to gays.  But Schroeder said that is not the case. 

 
“Rather, it is consistent with long standing equal protection jurispru- 

dence holding that some objectives, such as a bare desire to harm a politically 

unpopular group are not legitimate state interests,” she wrote. 

 
The appellate judges also rejected state arguments that the statute 

limiting who is a “dependent” promotes marriage, noting that makes no sense 

“since such partners are ineligible to marry” in Arizona. 

 
(ED NOTE: Reprinted from the Arizona Daily St ar) 

 

Although “don’t ask, don’t tell” is now history, some Republican members 

of Congress want the Pentagon to prohibit same-sex weddings, and the House 

Armed Services Committee passed amendments to the 2012 defense 

appropriations bill last year that are intended to require that. 

 
One by Rep. Todd Akin, R-Mo. would ban military chaplains and Pentagon 

employees from participating in same-sex weddings and would prohibit the use of 

military installations for such purposes. The Democratic-majority Senate has yet 

to consider the bill. 

 
Six states and the District of Columbia now allow same-sex marriage. The 

Obama Justice Department has stopped defending the Defense of Marriage Act in 

court and President Obama has called for its repeal. 

 
For gay and lesbian service members, the end of “don’t ask, don’t  tell” 

presents a new challenge: gaining for same-sex couples the same housing, 

medical and family support benefits available to opposite-sex couples.  Federal 

law and the Uniform Code of Military Justice currently prevent that. 

 
“Same work, same risk, same sacrifice equals same pay and benefits,” 

Sarvis said.  “Now that’s not going to br true for legally married gay and lesbian 

service members. ... I believe their commanders in the field will be receptive when 

the troops point out this inequity.” 

 
“Just on the face of it, you’d think there would be an equal protection claim 

there,” said Rep. David Price, D-N.C., a co-sponsor of legislation to repeal the 

federal law. 

 
(ED NOTE: This article was reprinted from the Arizona Daily Star>) 
 
 
 

ADAM AND PETER: 
LOVE IN A TIME OF WAR (Part2) 

 

 
Continued from Page Seven 

 

 
conflicted about the decision. Adam’s pent-up bitterness disappeared along with 

DADT, replaced with a renewed pride and enjoyment in his service. Both he and 

Pete say they’ll miss the Army, but that DOMA forces them to choose between a 

secure family life in the civilian world or an uneasy future in uniform. 

 
“I’m sure policy will change,” Pete said, “but we just realized that it wasn’t 

going to happen quickly enough, and in the case that me or Adam were to get 

deployed in the future, we just were scared that, you know, we didn’t know what our 

rights were going to be.” 

 
The Monday after the wedding, Pete left Madison for Fort Drum. It had 

been a life-changing weekend, perfectly realized. It was, “more than I ever dreamt 

of. You know, I never thought that this could ever be possible,” he said. 

 
But the next morning, the reception at his unit was the normal routine. Co- 

workers shook Pete’s hand at the office and wished him well at the gym. 

Otherwise, the day was unremarkable. 

 
At Fort Riley, Adam’s experience was no different. “The only surprising 

thing about the reaction was that there really was no reaction,” he said. “Some 

people I didn’t realize knew, just because it’s on Facebook and everything, you 

know, just shook my hand and said, ‘Congratulations, I’m happy for you.’” 

 
It was a reception exactly like any other, and a moment both men had 

waited years to see. 

 
“For the first time in the 11 years I’ve been uniform, I know what the Army 

is like for everyone else,” said Adam. “And it really is awesome.” 

 

 
NOTICE: Due to the length of this story, we have placed it as a two-part item. 

This is the second and final part.. 




