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Obama Honors Gay Rights Advocate

Janice Langbehn
With Citizens Medal

WASHINGTON, DC (Observer Up-
date) - President Barack Obama
honored gay rights advocate Janice
Langbehn with the Presidential Citi-
zens Medal at a reception at the White
House, ontopmag.com reported.
Langbehn was among the 13 recipi-
ents this year to receive the nation’s
second-highest civilian honor.

“Janice Langbehn transformed
her own profound loss into a resound-
ing call for compassion and equality.
When the woman she loved, Lisa
Pond, suddenly suffered a brain
aneurism, Janice and her children
were denied the right to stand beside
her in her final moments. Determined
to spare others from similar injustice,
Janice spoke out to help ensure that
same-sex couples can support and
comfort each other through some of
life’s toughest trials. The United States

honors Janice Langbehn for advancing
America’s promise for equality for all,”
a military officer read in introducing
Langbehn.

Langbehn’s story of being
blocked by hospital officials from
seeing her dying partner moved the
president to sign a directive ordering
the Department of Health and Human
Services to establish new rules that
would prevent hospitals from denying
visitation rights to the partners of gay
men and lesbians. Langbehn and three
of the couple’s four adopted children
were banned by Jackson Memorial
Hospital in Miami, Florida from being by
Pond’s side as she slipped into a coma
and died in 2007. Officials dismissed
the couple’s advanced healthcare
directive. Langbehn challenged the
hospital’s policy, but a federal court

ruled against her in 2009.

Adoptions By G/L Couples
Increases

LOS ANGELES (Observer Update) -
The number of gay and lesbian couples
adopting children over the past decade
has nearly tripled, reports
ontopmag.com. The Los Angeles
Times is reporting that about 21,740
gay couples adopted in 2009, up from
6,477 in 2000, and 32,571 adopted
children were living with gay couples in
2009, up from 8,310 in 2000. The
figures come from an analysis of
Census Bureau data by the Williams
Institute at UCLA School of Law.

“It's a stratospheric increase.
It's like going from zero to 60,” Miami
attorney Elizabeth Schwartz, who has
coordinated adoptions for gay families,
told the paper. “I think many really
dreamed of doing this but it wasn'’t
something they ever thought would
become a reality.”
Adoption by gay couples flourished in
the last decade despite laws in many
states which either prohibit or attempt

to discourage such adoptions.

But last year, an appeals court
found Florida’s outright ban on gay
couples adopting to be unconstitu-
tional. The state decided not to appeal.
While Florida’s law was seen as the
harshest, social conservatives in states
where gay marriage is prohibited have
pushed for laws limiting adoption to
married couples, arguing that children
need a mom and a dad.

Such tactics, however, are
also failing. Earlier this year, the
Arkansas Supreme Court overturned
such a law, put in place by voters in
2008. States with the highest number
of such adoptions are Massachusetts,

California, New York and Texas.

Kamaeny ‘Farewell Viewing’
Set For November 3

WASHINGTON, DC (Observer Up-
date) - An American flag draped coffin
bearing the remains of gay rights
pioneer Frank Kameny will be placed in
the main floor atrium of the historic
Carnegie Library Building in downtown
Washington on Nov. 3 for public
viewing, a committee of Kameny’s
friends and colleagues announced,
washblade.com reported.

“This farewell viewing will be
held on behalf of the late Dr. Kameny,
and it is intended to invite all grieving
friends and neighbors to remember
and honor his life and his legacy,”
according to a statement released by
the Franklin E. Kameny Host Commit-
tee.

“Itis notintended to be a formal
memorial service or a funeral cer-
emony,” the statement says. “The
plans for a public memorial service at a
later date are under consideration and
will be announced in the days to come,
as well as future plans for his burial.
Those details are not yet decided but
will be made known.”

Kameny died in his home on
Oct. 11 at the age of 86. He has been
credited with playing a lead role in the
LGBT civil rights movement over a 50-
year period. The Kameny Papers
Project, one of the groups assisting in
Nov. 3 farewell viewing, arranged in
2006 for more than 50,000 of his
papers and documents to be donated
to the Library of Congress and made
available to researchers studying the
history of the LGBT rights movement.

In a related development, the
Smithsonian Institution’s Museum of
American History announced that it has
made available on display three
additional artifacts from the Kameny
papers collection that Kameny donated
to the Smithsonian. Among the items
the museum has already displayed is a
picket sign Kameny used during the
1965 protest for gay rights in front of the
White House, which Kameny and his
colleagues with the Mattachine Society
of Washington organized.

“Three of the most resonant
picket signs are now on display in Flag
Hall, just off the entrance from the
National Mall and near the Star-
Spangled Banner, the flag that inspired
the National Anthem, and the Civil
Rights era Woolworth Lunch counter,”
said Smithsonian spokesperson
Valeska Hilbig. “The Kameny collection
is part of the museum’s longstanding
commitment to preserve the history of
American democracy and the struggles
for individual and civil rights in the
United States,” Hilbig said.

The committee announcing the
Nov. 3 farewell viewing for Kameny at
the Carnegie Library said in its
statement, “This will not be a formal
program or a funeral service conducted
during this viewing period. However,
informal remarks by civic leaders and
choral presentations may be made
during the 5 hours set aside for viewing
(details to come).”

Bob Witeck, CEO of Witeck-
Combs Communications, a longtime
Kameny friend and one of the
organizers of the farewell viewing, said
D.C. Mayor Vincent Gray and mem-
bers of the D.C. City Council took steps
to make the Carnegie Library available
for the viewing. He said Gray is
expected to speak at the viewing.

Witeck said Kameny’s flag
draped coffin will mark his service as a
combat veteran who served in the U.S.
Army in Europe during World War Il as
well as his years of advocacy for
ending the U.S. policy of banning gays
and lesbians from serving in the
military.

Organizers of the viewing are
in the process of arranging for a military
honor guard to stand near the coffin,
with the possibility of gay or lesbian
service members taking on that task,
Witeck said.

Witeck said that in keeping
with his wishes, Kameny’s body will be
cremated before the viewing, with the
ashes placed in the coffin. The farewell
viewing is scheduled to take place Nov.
3 between 3 p.m. and 8 p.m. The
Carnegie Library is located at Mt.
Vernon Square, with the main entrance
on K Street, N.W., between 7th and 9th
Streets, N.W. Organizers of the
Kameny viewing also offered advice to
well wishers considering making a
contribution to a cause in Kameny’s
honor in lieu of flowers.

“Many have asked whether Dr.
Kameny expressed his wishes for
donations in his memory to any worthy
causes,” organizers said in their
statement of Oct. 19. “To the best of
our knowledge, he did not do so -
however, in his life, he founded and
supported many important LGBT and
human rights causes including such
organizations as the Gay and Lesbian
Activists Alliance, the Gertrude Stein
Democratic Club, and Helping Our
Brothers and Sisters,” the statement
says

“He was also a champion for
statehood for Washington, D.C. among
other priorities. In that light, your
personal contribution, in his memory,
to any cause aligned with Dr. Kameny’s
principles and lifelong battle for
equality and justice would be very
meaningful. In lieu of flowers or other
floral tributes, we again suggest that
contributions be made to a civil rights
cause or nonprofit organization of your
choice, consistent with Dr. Kameny’s
values,” the statement says.

The host committee organiz-
ing the farewell viewing consists of
officials with the Kameny Papers
Project, Gay & Lesbian Activists
Alliance, Gertrude Stein Democratic
Club, Helping Our Brothers and
Sisters, and Rainbow History Project,
the statement says.
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Tempest Du Jour
Needs Your Help

TUCSON - Tempest Du Jour and his
family were involved in a SERIOUS
automobile accident on Saturday, Octo-
ber 1, 2011, while heading home from an
evening in Phoenix. Their car was
pushed into a flat-bed truck on Interstate
10.

Tempest, for those few who do
not know, is one of Tucson’s most

popular female impersonators (‘Drag
Queen”) and has been entertaining
the community for several years. He
is known to his friends as Patrick Holt.

Fortunately, no one was
killed, but the force of the collision was
terrific, and everyone received inju-
ries. Tempest received numerous
broken and fractured bones, and is
currently in rehab under medical care
where she will remain for some
months. The medical bills alone are
sky high, and the family is finding it
extremely difficult to pay them and all
the other on-going bills at this time.

Tempest has supported the
community here in Tucson for count-
less years, and now is a good time for
the community to help support him,
and his family..

Please give what you can.
There are donation boxes located at
Colors, Woody’s, IBT’s and the New
Moon. You may stop by any Chase
Bank and donate to the Tempest Du
Jour & Family Fund - Acct. #
999846777.

Ain’t Nobody’s
Bizness Closes

TUCSON (Observer Update) - Ain’t
Nobody’s Bizness, a popular gay and
lesbian night club on East Broadway, has
closed.

According to a Facebook post-
ing, the club closed Monday. Attempts to
reach the owners were unsuccessful.

What follows is the post: On
Monday, October 17th 2011, the doors to
Ain’t Nobodys Bizness were closed. The
past owners, Robin Muller and Lisa
Oberstar, made a business decision that
has impacted not only the gay and lesbian
community but Tucson as a whole.

Gay Marriage In
The Military?
SLDN Prepares
For Next Fight

WASHINGTON, DC (Observer Up-
date) - With “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”
relegated to the dustbin of history, the
largest group representing gay troops
is gunning for gay marriage.
Servicemembers Legal Defense Net-
work (SLDN) plans to file a lawsuit in
federal court challenging the constitu-
tionality of the Defense of Marriage Act
(DOMA) as it relates to gay and
lesbian service members, reports
ontopmag.com.

Since 1996, federal agencies
and the military have been barred from
recognizing the legal marriages of gay
couples because of DOMA, which
defines marriage as a heterosexual

union.

SLDN Executive Director Aubrey
Sarvis told The Huffington Post that
his group will argue that DOMA
violates gay military couples’ Fifth
Amendment right to due process.

Last month, the Pentagon
issued a memo stating that chaplains
may officiate over the weddings of
gay couples in states where it’s legal.
But DOMA makes gay couples
ineligible for the same benefits as
their straight counterparts. Benefits
such as housing allowances and
health care coverage are denied to
the spouses of gay service members.

“There is a huge disparity
between gay and straight service
members who are providing equal
service, taking equal risks, making
equal sacrifices,” Sarvis said. “This
inequity should not and cannot
stand.”A bill that would repeal DOMA
is expected to clear a Senate panel
next month, but the issue is a non-
starter in the GOP-controlled House.

Man Set Ablaze
By Friends For
Being Gay

HEIDELBERG (Observer Update) - A
man says he was set on fire by two
former friends because he was gay,
reported ontopmag.com.

WPXI.com published a story
about Steven lorio, 37, who says after
a night of drinking in September, he
woke up at a friend’s apartment
around 3 a.m. and discovered his leg
was on fire. He called another friend
who urged him to go to the hospital.
According to the story, an eyewitness
told police that Brandon Washington
and David Blair poured a bottle of rum
on lorio’s leg and then set it ablaze
while he was sleeping — all because
he is gay.

“They wrote disgusting things
on his pants,” lorio’s friend, Tina
Cook, told WPXI. “They even drew on
his face.” lorio says he doesn’t
remember much because he had
been drinking and was passed out at
the time of the alleged assault.

Heidelberg police have
charged Washington and Blair with
aggravated assault and ethnic intimi-
dation but, curiously, have not
arrested them. According to WPXI,
they will receive a summons in the
mail.

lorio says he no longer
counts the two men as friends.
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Gay Games And Outgames Discuss Event Merger

TORONTO (Observer Update) - One of the hot topics to be discussed in Toronto by members of the Federation of Gay
Games (FGQG) will be a potential event merger between the Gay Games and Outgames, reports advocate.com.

OutSports.com reports that eight years after the Outgames seceded from the Federation of Gay Games to form
GLISA, the two organizations are considering teaming up to host joint quadrennial events in 2018, and that the discussions
have caused a battle to emerge among group members.

Team San Francisco, for example, has opposed the move, asking that the Federation of Gay Games keep its
event separate and “relegate the Outgames to regional events in South America, Asia and Africa.”

Another group, Wrestlers Without Borders, is said to be adamantly against some Outgames initiatives, and have
expressed their desire for only FGG General Assembly and Board members to have a voice in certain matters, such as
the selection of the event’s site.

According to the article, “while a combination of events is being discussed, no merger of organizations is on the
table.”
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Prop. 8
Supporters Lose
Financial
Disclosusre Case

SACRAMENTO (Observer Update) - A
federal judge in Sacramento that
Proposition 8 supporters
ProtectMarriage.com and the National
Organization for Marriage are not
entitled to block their campaign finance

records from the public, reports
advocate.com.
The two groups, who the

Associated Press reports raised the
majority of the $43.3 million spent to
back the anti-same-sex marriage bill,
alleged that their donors had been
subjected to boycotts, hate mail, and
threats after their identities were listed
on the Secretary of State’s website,
which is standard practice with cam-
paign finance reports.

In January 2009, the organiza-
tions filed a lawsuit asking to have the
names removed. At the time of the suit,
U.S. District Judge Morrison England Jr.
denied requests that the information be
temporarily taken down, saying cam-
paign disclosure laws were necessary to
protect the public, especially in initiative
campaigns like Prop. 8. England issued
his ruling in the suit, saying the two
groups had failed to prove that they
should be exempted from standard
disclosure laws.

“The winners here are really the
voters of California,” San Francisco
Deputy City Attorney Mollie Lee said.
“The First Amendment interest that the
judge upheldin his ruling is the interest in
having a robust democracy, an informed
electorate and vigorous debate.”
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A Year After Teen Suicide Spate,
More Gay Students Are Speaking Out,
Schools Taking Action

LOS ANGELES (Observer Update) - A
history teacher amends his lessons on
the civil rights movement to include the
push for gay equality. A high school
removes Internet filters blocking gay
advocacy websites. Six gay students
sue their district, saying officials failed
to protect them from bullies, reported
the AP on huffingtonpost.com.

After anti-gay bullying led to a
spate of teen suicides last year, school
districts across the country are step-
ping up efforts to prevent such
incidents, while more students are
coming forward to report bullies. “It's an
issue that has taken over the public
consciousness since last fall,” said Jill
Marcellus, spokeswoman for the Gay-
Straight Alliance Network. “People
realize it doesn’t have to be this way.
We can make it better.”

Awareness of anti-gay bullying
is increasing as acceptance of gay
people has grown in society. Gay

marriage is legal in several states,
gays are now permitted to serve
openly in the military and, in California,
schools will soon have to teach gay-
rights history.

Kids, even as young as middle
school age, feel more emboldened to
openly express their sexual or gender
orientation, but many are not prepared
for a possible backlash, gay-rights
advocates say.

According to a 2009 survey by
the Gay, Lesbian and Straight Educa-
tion Network, 85 percent of gay teens
reported harassment at school within
the previous year and two-thirds felt
unsafe at school because of their
sexual orientation. The problem also
extends to boys perceived as effemi-
nate and girls deemed masculine.

“A lot of people have the idea
that coming out as soon as possible
will make themselves feel more

comfortable,” said Raymond Ferronato,
a 16-year-old gay junior in Antioch,
Calif. “I tell them come out when you’re
ready to come out, and only do it when
you’re safe.”

Schools became aware last
year of how unsafe it can be. Five gay
teens, ranging from middle school to
college age, killed themselves in
California, Indiana, Minnesota, Texas
and New Jersey, after being bullied, in
some cases for years. Last month, 14-
year-old Jamey Rodemeyer killed
himself in Buffalo, N.Y., after years of
homophobic harassment.

In one case, the U.S. Depart-
ments of Justice and Education found
the Tehachapi Unified School District in
California violated the civil rights of 13-
year-old Seth Walsh, who hung himself
after relentless taunting and fruitless
complaints to school officials. The
district agreed in a July settlement to
train staff and students how to prevent
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bullying, organize community meet-
ings and form an advisory committee,
among other steps.

Federal laws clearly uphold
students’ rights to express sexual
orientation — boys, for example, are
legally allowed to wear skirts just as
girls can wear pants — and obligate
schools to provide all students with a
safe environment, but problems tend to
arise on a social level, often outside the
classroom.

New
Hampshire:
Little Support
For Repeal Of
Gay Marriage
Law

MANCHESTER (Observer Update) - A
new poll released shows little support
for an attempt to repeal the state’s gay
marriage law, reports ontopmag.com.

The WMUR Granite State poll
from the University of New Hampshire
Survey Center found that only 27
percent of 500 randomly selected
adults reached by telephone support
repealing the law, while 50 percent are
strongly opposed to repeal. The law
was approved in 2009 when Democrats
controlled both chambers of the state
Legislature and the governor's man-
sion. Republicans last year wrested
control of the Legislature from Demo-
crats and have promised to revisit the
law when lawmakers reconvene in
January.

“Strong opponents of repealing
same-sex marriage continue to out-
number strong proponents by more
than 2 to 1,” Andrew Smith, director of
the UNH Survey Center, told WMUR.
“The New Hampshire public is not
showing any strong desire to repeal this
law.” Candidates who favor repeal of
the law are also viewed less favorably,
according to the poll. Forty-four percent
of adults said they were less likely to
vote for such a candidate. Strong
opposition to repeal was palpable last
year at a House committee hearing on
the issue, which attracted over 600
people, most of whom said they were

opposed to the law’s repeal.
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Gay Military Personnel To Join |
NOH8 Campaign For Marriage

Equlity

LAS VEGAS (Observer Update) - As
gay and lesbian service members
celebrate the end of the Pentagon’s
“‘don’t ask, don't tell” policy at their first
ever professional conference here,
some plan to strike a pose for marriage
rights that still are beyond their reach,
huffingtonpost.com reported.

The NOH8 Campaign will be
on hand at the OutServe Armed Forces
Leadership Summit to shoot portraits of
participants who want to join the
movement to overturn Proposition 8,
which banned same-sex marriage in
California. The photographic silent
protest features subjects with duct tape
over their mouths to symbolize that
their voice has been silenced by the
ballot measure.

More than 13,000 people have
joined the protest, from regular people
who live in California and across the
country to politicians, law enforcement
officers, artists and celebrities. Cindy
McCain and her daughter Meghan are
among the high-profile people featured
in the campaign, even though her
husband (and Meghan’s father) Sen.
John McCain (R-Ariz.) opposes same-
sex marriage and led the opposition to
repealing DADT in the Senate.

Several former service mem-
bers who were discharged under DADT
also have posed for NOHS8, including
Army Lt. Dan Choi,. Other former
military members, like retired Air Force
Lt. Col. Victor Fehrenbach, have also
been shot.

But this may mark the first time
active-duty service members are step-
ping before the cameras to support this
cause — perhaps raising questions
about how far military personnel are
allowed to go when it comes to politics.

Under a Defense Department
directive governing political activity by
members of the armed forces, full-time,
active-duty personnel are forbidden
from endorsing “a partisan political
party, candidate, or cause.” They also
may not “participate in any radio,
television, or other program or group

discussion as an advocate for or
against a partisan political party,
candidate, or cause.”

Though polls show that more
Democrats than Republicans support
marriage equality, NOH8 sees the
issue as a non-partisan one — as do
Laura Bush, former Vice President
Dick Cheney and a growing number of
Republicans — meaning that participa-
tion in the campaign shouldn’t run afoul
of that particular provision.

DOD regulations also state
that military personnel may participate
“in local nonpartisan political cam-
paigns, initiatives, or referendums” as
long as they don’t wear a uniform or use
government facilities while doing so.
They must not “engage in conduct that
in any way may reasonably imply that
the Military Department concerned or
any component of such Department
has taken an official position on, or is
otherwise involved in, the local political
campaign or issue.”

The Pentagon decided in 2004
that those rules had been violated
when Army Lt. Gen. William G. Boykin
said in a speech that Islamist extrem-
ists hate the United States “because
we’re a Christian nation” and added
that “the enemy is a guy named Satan.”
Boykin made his unauthorized remarks
while wearing his Army uniform.

“Where people have gotten in
trouble is where they do things in
uniform,” said Eugene Fidell, former
president of the National Institute of
Military Justice who now teaches at
Yale Law School. He said the OutServe
participants could pose for the advo-
cacy campaign as long as they wear
civilian clothes.

“I's our understanding that
participation in these photos is volun-
tary and that uniforms will not be worn,”
said Zeke Stokes of the
Servicemembers Legal Defense Net-
work, one of the convention’s spon-
sors. “As such, [it] should not conflict
with regulations.”

The end of DADT doesn'’t
mean parity for gay and lesbian military
personnel. While same-sex marriage is
legal in six states and the District of
Columbia, the Pentagon will continue
to abide by the federal Defense of
Marriage Act (DOMA), which defines
marriage as between one man and one
woman. That means married gay and
lesbian troops will be denied the
benefits and protections given to their
straight counterparts while serving,
even if a military chaplain performs

their marriage ceremony.
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A letter to the Producers of Tucson
Pride 2011:

And there, hovering on a
hillside behind Third Base in Kino
Memorial Stadium overlooking the
massive outfield stage and all the
white tented booths was a big
playful red looped ribbon. Written
upon it in silver paint and ink are
names of some of Tucson’s most
flamboyant queens, tough leather
Daddies, preppies, jocks, cowboys
and military, closeted businessmen
and women, professors, openly gay
activists, lipstick lesbians, bisexuals
and transgendered persons. The
names immortalize only a few of the
more than 33 million men, women
and children taken from us by AIDS.
Behind each name was a living
person like you and me whose very
existence on any level of the LGBT
spectrum we celebrate today, this
Tucson Pride day, and every day in
order to advance the invisible march
of social reform, equality and
acceptance of gender identification
& sexual orientation of any
non_straight human being.

On this 30th anniversary
year since the discovery of HIV, the
virus believed to cause AIDS, we
celebrate, remember and honor the
lives of our brothers and sisters
taken by this deadly disease. We
offer hope to those living the daily
battle and remind those not infected
to please stay that way by always
using safer sex methods, using clean
unshared needles and avoiding the
exchange of bodily fluids such as
blood, semen and breast milk.

AIDS Ribbon Tucson and
everyone involved with the
interactive public memorial is truly
honored to have played a special

part in this years “Pride in the
Desert” Festival and also the
“Pride on Parade” event
sashaying up the middle of
historic Downtown the evening of
October 8th. To the brilliant &
commanding Karon Bohlender,
TPI President and the comforting
& equally detail oriented April
Moss, TPI Vice President we say
this: thank you for your
compassion, understanding and
expert treatment of the Ribbon
and me. Being the funky and
eccentric public events producer
& performance artist [ am, as well
as being known as a POZ Warrior
role model, Winterhaven
decorator and local
“Ambassador” all rolled into one,
sometimes folks don’t really get
me. But you did! And in return
you got one of the most unifying
LGBT community events in ages
by uniting the most visible and
publicly active AIDS service
organizations, activists and iconic
object through your gesture of
honoring us together as Parade
Grand Marshals. The thoughtful
“VIP treatment” during set_up on
Friday and Saturday during the
Festival did not go unnoticed nor
unappreciated. Each and every
one of your TPI Board Members
and volunteers are amazing, what
more can we say?

“Y’all simply ROCK,
Sweetums!”

Thank you once again,
from the fibers of my fabric. To
be honored in this way by my
LGBT family and my beloved
hometown is something I shall
never, ever forget. jsb

AIDS Ribbon Tucson
~ Jeffrey Scott Brown

White House Hosts Gay-Inclusive
Panel On Domestic Violence

WASHINGTON, DC (Observer Update)
- A White House panel on domestic
violence hosted by Senior Advisor
Valerie Jarrett included Sharon Stapel of
the Anti-Violence Project (AVP).The
panel was part of the administration’s
ongoing Champions of Change program
created as a part of President Obama’s
Winning the Future initiative. Each
week, a different issue is highlighted and
leaders are recognized for their work in
the field.

The 31-year-old New York City-
based AVP is the country’s largest
organization dedicated to eliminating
hate violence, sexual violence and
domestic/intimate partner violence af-
fecting lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender and HIV-affected people.
During the panel, Stapel said gay people
face domestic violence at the same rates
as other groups plus discrimination
outside the home.

“LGBT people have very few
safe places in this country. We face
almost daily discrimination bias and
lawful discrimination against ourselves
and our communities because of who we
are and who we love. And in the midst of
that we also experience intimate partner
violence at the same rates that every
other community experiences,” Stapel
said.
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Dan Kloeffler Comes Out; Says

Zachary Quinto: Reaction To My
Coming Out Has Been
‘Unanimously Supportive”

NEW YORK (Observer Update) - Actor
Zachary Quinto says reaction to his
coming out gay has been “enormously
supportive - universally, unanimously
supportive.”

Quinto, who is best known for
playing a young Spock in the 2009 J.J.
Abrams-directed Star Trek reboot,
came out gay in an interview with New
York Magazine. The 34-year-old Quinto
later revealed that he was inspired to
come out by Jamey Rodemeyer, the
14-year-old Buffalo-area student who
committed suicide last month after

being bullied for coming out gay.

During a MTV interview with his
Margin Call co-stars Penn Badgley and
Stanley Tucci, Quinto said he was
‘really grateful” for the support he’s
received.“l feel like | made that
declaration so that | can be a part of this
conversation moving forward,” Quinto
said. “l did it in my own time, on my own
terms, in my own words. That's exactly
the way that | wanted to do it, and I'm
really proud of that. When the time is
right to continue the conversation
forward, | certainly will do that. That's

why | took those steps in the first place.”
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Zachary Quinto Inspired Him

ABC Anchor Dan Kloeffler

NEW YORK (Observer Update)- ABC
anchor Dan Kloeffler came out gay while
reporting a World News Now story on
Zachary Quinto’s coming out gay.

Quinto, who is best known for
playing a young Spock in the 2009 J.J.
Abrams-directed Star Trek reboot, came
out gay on Sunday in an interview with
New York Magazine. The 34-year-old
Quinto later revealed that he was inspired
to come out by Jamey Rodemeyer, the
14-year-old Buffalo-area student who
committed suicide last month after being
bullied for coming out gay. In reporting the
story, Kloeffler turned to co-anchor Yunji
de Nies and said, “He’s 34, 'm 35. I'm
thinking | could lose my distraction about
dating actors.”

Kloeffler expanded on his coming
out in a blog post.“I've never shared that
I’m gay on-air, even though I've been out
to my family, friends and co-workers for
years,” he wrote. “In fact, an old boyfriend

-now best friend - has always given
me a hard time about not doing so.
But for the same reason that Zach
decided to come out, | too, no
longer wanted to hide this part of
my life.”

“There have been too
many tragic endings and too many
cases of bullying because of
intolerance. As a kid | wanted
someone to look up to, someone
that could related to the feelings |
was having. Most of all, | wanted to
know that it would get better.”

“As a journalist, | don’t want
to be the story, but as a gay man |
don’t want to stand silent if | can
offer some inspiration or encour-
agement to kids that might be
struggling with who they are,”
Kloeffler added.

COMMUNITY BARS
1. THE BIZ, 2900 E. Broadway
318-4838
2. IBT'S, 616 N. 4™ Ave.
882-3053
3. VENTURE-N
1239 N. 6" Ave. 882-8224
5. WOODY'S
3710 N. Oracle Rd 292-6702
6. NEW MOON
915 W. Prince Rd. 293-7339

7. BRODIE’'S TAVERN
2449 N. Stone 622-0447

8. COLORS FOOD & SPIRITS
5305 E. Speedway 323-1840

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

A. MCC - METROPOLITAN
COMMUNITY CHURCH
3269 N. Mountain  622-9151
B. CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIP
2902 N. Geronimo 622-4626
D. WINGSPAN
430 E. 7™ Street 624-1779
E. S.A.AAF (Southern Arizona
AIDS Foundation) 375 S. Euclid
628-7223
G. TIHAN (Tucson Interfaith
HIV-AIDS Network)
1011 N Craycroft 299-6647
H. EON YOUTH CENTER
620-6245
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Counseling - Psychotherapy - Consulting

A. Michael Hutchins, Ph.D. 0

RICHMUSZYNSKI

LICENSED FPSYCHOLOGIST

5812 North Oracle Rd. Suite 100 520.906.7048 Phone | 5956 E. Pima, Suite 130
Tucson, Arizona 85704 520-797-2117 520.296.8157 Fax | Tucson, A7 85712

520-615-6436

P. O. Box13312

Speedway Veterinary Hospital, Inc Tucson, AZ 85732

7 Kayla R. Boyer, DVM'

Small Animal Veterinarian

(520 321-4235

3736 E. Spcedway Blvd.. Tucson, AZ 85716 www.tucsonglbtchamber.org
www.speedwayvet.com info@tucsonglbtchamber.org
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June 1982 The First of Tucson’s Gay Civil Rights Marcher’s
Arrive In Phoenix

Amidst an unemployment rate locally of 9.5 % 1n May of the year, the Tucson
Gay Pride Festival in 1982 normally held in June at Himmel Park was not
held that year and instead in response to the nationwide call to Fight the
Oppression of Gay People, the Pride Weeks Main Event was a one hundred
thirty (130) mile Civil Rights March from Tucson to Phoenix which kicked
off with a rally first at the Pima County Courthouse and another later at El
Presidio Park at 7pm on Saturday June 19, 1982.

The march required camping overnights along the 7 day route, then ended
in a two (2) mile walk down Phoenix main streets to the state capital
building on Saturday June 26, 1982 for a joint protest by Gays and their Allies
from Phoenix, two (2) chartered bus loads of the Tucson Gay Community,
other Arizona communities, along with those Gays from other states. Gay
Christian Outreach Services of Tucson provided support and security along
the route. As part of the Tucson 1982 Pride Week activities a Pride Fair was
held as a fundraiser for sponsoring the local marchers at Michaels bar
located at 140 S. Kolb Road on Sunday June 20, 1982.

This Glimpse of the LGBT Past is Brought To You Courtesy of the Tucson LGBT Museum
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Poet’s Corner

THE MEANING OF LIFE?
By Ron Rose - Tucson

Throw away your money, Honey
Worthless, can’t you see?
A buck ain’t worth a nickel
Best things in life are free.
Empty Wall Street Towers,
Vacant mansions by the score,
The Amish till their fertile fields
While we rot to the core.

The rich have no insurance,
The poor, they clap with glee,
The bankers plead for handouts
Bonus dollars spent, you see.
While the Amish till their fertile fields
And ring their churches bell
We continue with greedy ways
We’re headed straight to Hell.

|

The Way | Saw It. . .by Gary Clark

NOTE: Before his untimely death, Gary Clark had worked on this
newspaper for nearly 40 years as graphic artist and Entertainment Editor. Part
of his heritage was producing a weekly humorous drawing of life 'as he saw it’.
It is amazing that most of these drawings are as funny and entertaining today
as they were in past years. We have decided to open the ‘vaults’ on these

faultless viewpoints. Enjoy!

Hockey Star Gus Johnston’s
Emotional Coming Out Video

SYDNEY (Observer Update) - In a
video, Australian ex-hockey star Gus
Johnston speaks at length about
coming out, failing to come out, and the
culture of machismo in the sporting
world, towleroad.com reports.

Johnston released his 12-
minute vid last month, and it’s just now
getting some attention from the the
Sydney Morning Herald, in writer
Nicole Brady’s excellent feature on
LGBT people in Australian sport. Brady
writes:By coming out, Johnston joins
an exclusive club of elite Australian
athletes. In our sports-obsessed na-
tion, in which it is estimated 10 per cent
of the population is homosexual, it is
telling that only three other elite male
athletes have come out: Olympic diver
Matthew Mitcham, Olympic swimmer
Daniel Kowalski and rugby league
player lan Roberts.

For lesbians the landscape is
even more sparse. Of Australian
women who have played sport at an
elite level, only former Olympic cyclist
Michelle Ferris has publicly talked

about being gay. Sport is the last
bastion of public life in Australia in
which same-sex attraction is kept
under wraps. The last closet in which it
is safer to stay silent than speak up.
Elite Australian athletes who are gay or
lesbian mostly play it straight.

Johnton’s video seems to
have been recorded off-the-cuff, but in
it he’s astoundingly erudite. He plainly
feels broken up about not coming out
before his retirement from hockey last
year. Says Johnston: For twenty
years, | worked extremely hard to
become the best hockey player |
possibly could — but also to be the best
man | could be ... So | fought and
worked very hard to build a reputation
that would provide a role model for
others. [But] | never once stood up to
anyone who spoke about someone
behind their backs — talking about
someone who they thought was a
lesbian or talking about them in a
joking way ... | never stood up to my
teammates ... So I’'m complicit.

Johnston speaks movingly
about his love of hockey, and the

MASSAGE

QUALITY PROFESSIONAL MAS-
SAGE!! A truly Unique Tantric Spiritual
EXPERIENCE. Creating a sacred
space, for all men SINCE 1981. Call
Marc - 881-4582, in advance. By
appointment only. 1417

Ric. LMT (520)488-0228

Licensed Massage Therapist
&
Bodyworker 1430

SERVICES

ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS

Let me keep your clothes fitting properly
and in good repair. Experienced -
Economical - Prompt. Merle Hudson,
(520)888-7264 in Tucson 1420

WEEKLY OBSERVER

FOR RENT

DUPLEXFORRENT...MIDTOWN. Fur-
nished, 2 bedroom, 1 bath. Amenities
include WIFI, fishpond, cable, central
heat and AC, outdoor ping pong in
covered area. $600/month double
occupancy; discount for early payment.
Phone Janny, 325-3610

AVAILABLE OCT. 1. Very large 2BD/
1BA. Mountain and Ft. Lowell. Fenced
yard. Pets OK. Bike path to UA. $695.
Call 682-7877. 1417

RecreatMyLife.com - Online counsel-
ing (SKYPE) for depression, anxiety,
PTSD. Effective, affordable, military
discount. 1424

SAVE TUCSON'’S LGBT HISTORY!

Share your digitized Tucson LGBT history-
related memories, photos, VHS tapes of events,
memorabilila. Not digitized? The museum’s

nationally & locally recognized transfer agents
will digitize them, and return the originals to you
if you wish.

Email: Tucson LGBTMuseum@live.com

Australian Hockey Star Gus Johnston

seemingly irresolvable tension be-
tween his devotion to his sport and
growing sense of himself as a gay man.
Seeming to choke back tears, he says:
It never crossed my mind — it was never
an option in my mind that | would ever
leave the sport. But when you're 25 and
you’re afraid and you’re lonely, and you
don’t have anyone to talk to, and you
feel like there’s no escape from that ...

then, it's not something tht I’'m proud of,
but for a long time, there would barely be
a week that would go by when | didn’t
contemplate taking my own life.

Johnston included his email
address at the end of his video, and
according to the Herald, received many
hundreds of notes congratulating him on
his fortitude in posting his video.

Deryl Dedmon -

Teen Accused

Of Killing James Anderson -
Also Anti-Gay

JACKSON (Observer Update) - A CNN
Presents report which airedshows
Deryl Dedmon, the teen accused of
kiling James Craig Anderson, also
expressed a hatred for gay people.CNN
took a look at the case in the special
titled Mississippi Still Burning?

Dedmon, now 19, is facing
capital murder and hate crime charges.
He is accused of killing Anderson, a 49-
year-old black man, who was beaten
and run over by a truck in Jackson,
Mississippi on June 26.

According to CNN, Dedmon
and a group of seven white teens in two
vehicles set off from Brandon in search

of a black man to “mess with.” The
incident was recorded by a surveillance
camera mounted at the corner of a
motel. In the special, parents and
students who knew Dedmon discuss
his hatred not only for blacks, but also
white people who had black friends and
anyone he thoughtwas gay. The teenis
also described as a bully.

Jordan Richardson, 17, one of
Dedmon’s victims said: “When we
would get into our altercations ... there
was never any show of emotion or
anything - anything. Deryl always, |
think, just carried around this backpack
of hatred.”
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Daily Bar Calendar

SUNDAY

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Happy Hour 10am-8pm
IBT’s - Happy Hour Noon-9pm. Karaoke on the Patio 4-
8:30pm. Benefit BBQ Beer Bust, ($5 for Burger/Hot
Dog, Veggie Burger, chips, Pickle Spear & 2 Pints of
Bud/Bud Light or a soda/bottle water), “Cheap Ass
Sundays” 9pm-Close, Karaoke Inside 9pm. Dancing
on the Patio w/Sj Sid the Kid 9pm
NEW MOON - Open 4pm. Happy Hour 4-8 = $2 well, dom
longnecks, dom pints, or New Moon shots. Kitchen
open 5-9pm. Check our calendar for special events.
WOODY'’S - Open 11am-2am. Beer specials and Trailer Trash
Martini’s All Day. Check our Ad for Special Events or
Parties

MONDAY

BRODIES - Open 10am-2am. Happy Hour 10am-8pm.
IBT’s - Happy Hour Noon-8pm. 8pm-close Reverse Happy
Hour. Dance to all request music w/DJ Hurricane or
lounge on the patio 9pm.
NEW MOON - Closed Mondays
WOODY'’S - Open 11am-2am. Service Industry Night -
Employee prices all day..

TUESDAY

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Happy Hour 10am - 8pm.

IBT’s -. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, T-Bar Tuesdays Drink Specials
9pm-Close. Mix-n-Match Mexican Beer Specials,
Tequila Specials (Patron $6, Milagro $4.50, Hornitos
$4, Cuervo $3.50), Million $ DJ Inside 9pm. Taco
Tuesdays 2™ & last Tuesday of the month.

NEW MOON - Open 4pm. $2 well, dom. Long necks, pints New
Moon Shots. Kitchen open 5-9. Women'’s Texas Hold
‘em poker 6pm. Karaoke 8pm.

WOODY'’S - Open 11am- 2am. 2-4-1 Night

WEDNESDAY

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Happy Hour 10am - 8pm.

IBT’s-  Happy Hour Noon-8pm, “Viva La Diva” Drag Show
hosted by Janee Starr 9pm. DJ Hurricane on the Patio
9pm, $3- 42-Below Vodka Drink Special 9pm - Close,
Million $ DJ Inside after the Drag Show.

NEW MOON - Open 4pm. $2 well, dom. Long necks, pints New
Moon Shots. Kitchen open 5-9. $2 off appetizer menu
items* with drink purchase (priced $4 or higher).

WOODY'’S - Open 11am-2am;. Happy Hour Prices all day.

THURSDAY

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Happy Hour 10am - 8pm.

IBT’s - Happy Hour Noon-8pm, Therapt every Thursday. 2-4-
1 Drink Specials (excludes top shelf). DJ Sid the Kid
inside 9pm. Million $ DJ on the Patio 9pm.

GoGos dancing at 11pm.

NEW MOON - Open 4pm. $2 well, dom. Long necks, pints New
Moon Shots. Kitchen open 5-9. Free Nachos 5-7. New
Babies Drag Show 8pm. Check ouit the new talent!

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am; Free pool and Happy Hour prices
all day.

FRIDAY

.BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Happy Hour 10am-8pm.
Karaoke 9pm.

IBT’s Happy Hour Noon-9pm. Flawless Fridays. Karaoke
Inside 5-9pm. “Absolutely Flawless” Drag Show
hosted by China Collins 9:15pm. DJ Hurricane Inside
9pm. Million $ DJ on the Patio 9pm. GoGo Boys 11pm.

NEW MOON - Open 4pm. $2 well, dom. Long necks, pints New
Moon Shots. Kitchen open 5-9. Women’s Texas Hold
‘em poker 6pm. Karaoke 8pm. First and Third Fridays
are country, with dance lessons at 7pm and country DJ
8:30.

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am; Happy Hour 11am-8pm (excl
spec events). Full Menu Kitchen open 11am-11pm
Back Pocket Patio Bar open 5pm-close. Enjoy the Live
vocals and piano styling of Susan Artemis 6-9pm. Tori
Steele Show 10pm

ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS

Let me keep your clothes fitting properly
and in good repair. Experienced - Eco-
nomical - Prompt. Merle Hudson,
(520)888-7264 in Tucson. 1410
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SATURDAY

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Happy Hour
10am-8pm.

IBT’s - Happy Hour Noon-8pm, 9pm Karaoke on
The Patio 5-8pm. “Saturday Night

Starrlett’'s” hosted by Janee Starr 9pm.

Million $ DJ on the Patio 9pm. DJ Hurricane
Inside after the Drag Show.

MOON - Open 4pm. $2 well, dom. Long necks,
pints New Moon Shots. Kitchen open 5-9.
Cheeseburger & Fries $5.

WOODY'’S - Open 11am-2am; Happy Hour 10am-8pm
(excl spec events); Full Menu Kitchen
openliiam-11pm..
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Commandant Welcomes Gay
Couples To The Marine Ball

WASHINGTON, DC (Observer Update) - You may recall that last year Marine
Commandant General James Amos expressed strong opposition to repealing
“Don’'t Ask, Don’t Tell”, even suggesting that Marines could lose limbs in combat
if they were forced to serve next to gays.

He’s now welcoming gays and their partners to the Marine Ball, Think
Progress LGBT reports.

“I'm fine with it. I'm fine with it. | expect it to happen, | expect it to happen
across the Marine Corps. And | mean, that’s part of the repeal of Don’t Ask, Dont’
Tell. | mean, that’s part of it. You can’t go half way. You can’t say we’re going to
repeal it and you now can become public, but I’'m going to restrict your behavior.

We’re not going to do business that way.”

Nearly Half Of Hawaii Voters
Support Gay Marriage

HONOLULU (Observer Update) - urality of Hawaii voters support the
legalization of gay marriage, according to a new poll released, reports
ontopmag.com.

The survey by Public Policy Polling shows 49 percent of respondents
okay with giving gay and lesbian couples the right to marry, while 40 percent
object. 11 percent said they are not sure. In 1997, Hawaii began recognizing gay
couples with reciprocal beneficiary relationships, which gives couples access to
a limited number of state benefits, including inheritance rights, workers’
compensation, health insurance, hospital visitation and healthcare decision
making. Couples in a reciprocal beneficiary relationship can also jointly own

property.

Afters years of campaigning by gay rights activists, Hawaii’s civil unions
law will take effect on January 1, 2012.When civil unions are included as an
option, a large majority of voters say they back gay unions.Seventy-seven
percent of voters support recognizing gay couples with either marriage or civil
unions, while only 22 percent oppose all government recognition of gay couples.
Of those in favor, 90 percent are Democrats, 77 percent are independents and 59

California Schools Scrambling
To Add Lessons On LGBT
Americans

LOS ANGELES (Observer Update) - At Wonderland Avenue Elementary School
in Laurel Canyon, there are lesson plans on diverse families — including those
with two mommies or daddies — books on homosexual authors in the library and
a principal who is openly gay, reports latimes.com.

But even at this school, teachers and administrators are flummoxed
about how to carry out a new law requiring California public schools to teach all
students — from kindergartners to 12th graders — about lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender Americans in history classes. “At this point, | wouldn’t even know
where to begin,” Principal Don Wilson said.

Educators across the state don’t have much time to figure it out. In
January, they’re expected to begin teaching about LGBT Americans under
California’s landmark law, the first of its kind in the nation.

School districts will have little help in navigating this sensitive and
controversial change, which has already prompted some parents to pull their
children out of public schools.

The Legislature suspended all adoptions of instructional material through
eighth grade until 2015 to save money. Any new textbook with LGBT content is
not likely to land in schools until at least 2019 because that process usually takes
a minimum of four years, according to a state Education Department

spokeswoman.
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Gay Rights Group To Post
Names Of R-71
Petition Signers

OLYMPIA (Observer Update) - A gay rights group has announced it will publish
the names of foes of a Washington law that recognizes gay and lesbian couples
with nearly all the legal protections of marriage, reports advocate.com.

Social conservatives lost their legal case to keep private the names of
signers of a petition that attempted to repeal the law. Conservatives wanted to
block the public release of the nearly 138,000 signatures that put Referendum 71
on the state’s ballot in 2009. The ballot initiative asked voters to accept - or reject
- an expansion of an existing domestic partnership law approved by lawmakers.
Voters opted 53-t0-46 to keep the law dubbed “everything but marriage” by the
media.

Protect Marriage Washington, the Christian conservative group behind
the lawsuit, argued that the signers would be harmed - either verbally or physically
-iftheirnames were disclosed. But U.S. District Judge Benjamin Settle of Tacoma
disagreed, saying the group failed to show any “serious and widespread threats,
harassment, or reprisals against the signers of R-71.”

Know Thy Neighbor has all along said it wanted to post the names in an
Internet-based searchable database in an effort to stimulate critical
conversations. Director Tom Lang told NPR: “About people who’ve been in
people’s weddings parties and they’'ve signed, people in families where the
grandmother signed knowing darned well that her grandson was gay. These are

the types of conversations that are being had.”

HELPFUL PLANET

D. Temple

“Creating Community, One Story At A Time”

That’'s the mission of Odyssey Storytelling, founded and produced by
Tucsonan, Penelope Starr. Even when Tucson is too dry for a campfire, Odyssey
provides folks with 10 minutes to tell their true-life stories, monthly, at Club
Congress. Each show is assigned a theme, with six storytellers selected
accordingly. Slotted for November 3rd is “Falling: Taking the Plunge”.

In addition to their regularly scheduled shows, you can find the Story Cart,
a mobile story collection that seeks out stories on the street, at 2nd Saturdays
Downtown and at other local events. Also, Odyssey will be featured at the 2nd
Annual Rainbow Keshet Awards and Concert, presented by the LGBT Jewish
Inclusion Project, on October 30th. Odyssey’s contribution is “Oy Gay” LGBT:
Jewish Coming Out Stories.

Odyssey Storytelling is a project of StoryArts Group, Inc. that Starr
describes as “a small band of people (including asst. producers Adam Hostetter
and Sarah K. Smith) who are passionate about creating, supporting, preserving,
promoting and celebrating the art and craft of storytelling. They are dedicated to
the power of storytelling to preserve history, enhance connections between
groups, and dispel prejudices through performance, video, audio, writing, visual
art and education.”

StoryArts Group, Inc. is a 501(c)3, meaning donations are tax deductible.
Expert volunteers are sought for events, fundraising, marketing, etc., and also for
video help to assist with The Adobeland Project, a documentary in progress about
“‘women’s land”, specifically Adobeland, west of Tucson, that continues to attract
many lesbians. To learn more about all of the StoryArts Group projects and to join
their email list for monthly reminders, call (520)730-4112 or Vvisit
www.storyartsgroup.org.

D. Temple - - Helpful Planet






