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HIV Exhibit Tests
Political Waters

WASHINGTON, DC (OBSERVER
Update) - Summer tourists viewing
inaugural ball gowns or a replica of
Julia Child’s kitchen at the
Smithsonian’s National Museum of
American History in Washington, D.C.,
may run across a small exhibition on
the 30th anniversary of AIDS, reports
advocate.com.

Described by a co-curator as
an example of the museum’s vital
mission, the display nevertheless was
subjected to careful internal scrutiny in
light of controversy over the “Hide/
Seek” exhibition last year at the
National Portrait Gallery.

A cross section of political,
social, and scientific stories of the
crisis, “HIV and AIDS 30 Years Ago”
and “Archiving the History of an
Epidemic: HIV and AIDS, 1985-2009,”
reflects the many groups affected by
the virus and shies away from overt
sexual imagery. But the ephemera on
display doesn’t soft-pedal gay issues
either, nor does it exclude the ho-
mophobic rhetoric that came from
religious conservative groups at the
time. There’s a vintage ad for a
Baltimore bathhouse, a signed copy of
Richard Berkowitz and Michael Callen’s
1982 book How to Have Sex in an
Epidemic: One Approach, and a 1983
Moral Majority Report headlined “Ho-
mosexual Diseases Threaten Ameri-
can Families.” The lead image features
a family of four wearing surgical masks.

Though based on historic
record, the display faced a curating
process described as “gingerly” by co-
curator Katherine Ott, who works in the
Smithsonian’s Institution’s division of
medicine and science. “There was
never any question that we were going
to do this, but we had far more scrutiny,
| think, because of ‘Hide/Seek,” Ott
said during a recent walk-through at the
museum.

“Every exhibit is a negotiation —
with our visitors, with our funders,
because we represent the full spec-
trum,” Ott continued. “But our mission is
to educate people about historical
events, and we made sure we could
back up every single thing here, that it
was accurate. Some people who visit
may have lived through this. Other
people don’t want to hear about the
topic or may want to rewrite the history
in some way.”

“Hide/Seek: Difference and De-
sire in American Portraiture,” which
ended its run at the National Portrait
Gallery in February and will be on view
at the Brooklyn Museum this fall, was
the subject of scorn from social
conservatives following a November
article by CNSNews.com, which went
into exhaustive detail in describing
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White House Declares LGBT Pride Month

From the White House:

BY THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
- APROCLAMATION

The story of America’s Les-
bian, Gay, Bisexual, and
Transgender (LGBT) community is
the story of our fathers and sons, our
mothers and daughters, and our
friends and neighbors who continue
the task of making our country a
more perfect Union. It is a story
about the struggle to realize the
great American promise that all
people can live with dignity and
fairness under the law.

Each June, we commemorate
the courageous individuals who
have fought to achieve this promise
for LGBT Americans, and we
rededicate ourselves to the pursuit
of equal rights for all, regardless of
sexual orientation or gender iden-
tity.

Since taking office, my Ad-
ministration has made significant
progress towards achieving equality
for LGBT Americans.

Last December, | was proud
to sign the repeal of the discrimina-
tory “Don’t Ask, Don’'t Tell” policy.
With this repeal, gay and lesbian
Americans will be able to serve
openly in our Armed Forces for the
first time in our Nation’s history. Our
national security will be strength-
ened and the heroic contributions
these Americans make to our
military, and have made throughout
our history, will be fully recognized.

My Administration has also
taken steps to eliminate discrimina-
tion against LGBT Americans in
Federal housing programs and to
give LGBT Americans the right to
visit their loved ones in the hospital.
We have made clear through
executive branch nondiscrimination
policies that discrimination on the

basis of gender identity in the
Federal workplace will not be
tolerated. | have continued to

nominate and appoint highly quali-
fied, openly LGBT individuals to
executive branch and judicial posi-
tions.

Because we recognize that
LGBT rights are human rights, my
Administration stands with advo-
cates of equality around the world in
leading the fight against pernicious
laws targeting LGBT persons and
malicious attempts to exclude LGBT
organizations from full participation
in the international system. We led a
global campaign to ensure “sexual
orientation” was included in the
United Nations resolution on extra-
judicial execution - the only United
Nations resolution that specifically

mentions LGBT people - to send
the unequivocal message that no
matter where it occurs, state-
sanctioned killing of gays and
lesbians is indefensible.

No one should be harmed
because of who they are or who they
love, and my Administration has
mobilized unprecedented public
commitments from countries around
the world to join in the fight against
hate and homophobia.

At home, we are working to
address and eliminate violence
against LGBT individuals through
our enforcement and implementa-
tion of the Matthew Shepard and
James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes
Prevention Act.

We are also working to
reduce the threat of bullying against
young people, including LGBT
youth.

My Administration is ac-
tively engaged with educators and
community leaders across America
to reduce violence and discrimina-
tion in schools. To help dispel the
myth that bullying is a harmless or
inevitable part of growing up, the
First Lady and | hosted the first
White House Conference on Bully-
ing Prevention in March.

Many senior Administration
officials have also joined me in
reaching out to LGBT youth who
have been bullied by recording “It
Gets Better” video messages to
assure them they are not alone.

This month also marks the
30th anniversary of the emergence
of the HIV/AIDS epidemic, which
has had a profound impact on the
LGBT community. Though we have
made strides in combating this
devastating disease, more work
remains to be done, and | am
committed to expanding access to
HIV/AIDS prevention and care.

Last year, | announced the

first comprehensive National HIV/
AIDS Strategy for the United States.

This strategy focuses on
combinations of evidence-based
approaches to decrease new HIV
infections in high risk communities,
improve care for people living with
HIV/AIDS, and reduce health dis-
parities. My Administration also
increased domestic HIV/AIDS fund-
ing to support the Ryan White HIV/
AIDS Program and HIV prevention,
and to invest in HIV/AIDS-related
research. However, government can-
not take on this disease alone. This
landmark anniversary is an opportu-
nity for the LGBT community and
allies to recommit to raising aware-
ness about HIV/AIDS and continu-
ing the fight against this deadly
pandemic.

Every generation of Ameri-
cans has brought our Nation closer
to fulfilling its promise of equality.
While progress has taken time, our
achievements in advancing the
rights of LGBT Americans remind us
that history is on our side, and that
the American people will never stop
striving toward liberty and justice for
all.

NOW, THEREFORE, |,
BARACK OBAMA, President of the
United States of America, by virtue
of the authority vested in me by the
Constitution and the laws of the
United States, do hereby proclaim
June 2011 as Lesbian, Gay, Bi-
sexual, and Transgender Pride
Month. | call upon the people of the
United States to eliminate prejudice
everywhere it exists, and to cel-
ebrate the great diversity of the
American people.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, |
have hereunto set my hand this
thirty-first day of May, in the year of
our Lord two thousand eleven, and
of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred
and thirty-fifth.

BARACK OBAMA
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TGLBTCC
Update

TUCSON (Observer Update) -
In their bi-monthly newsletter, Mel-
issa Griebel, President of the
TGLBTCC, wrote the following:

Summer is here! Summer in
Tucson often means a huge reduc-
tion in business for many of our
members. | was told by one of our
members—Doug Levy at Feast, “You
won’t have any trouble getting a
table for the rest of summer”. This
made me think about the fact that we
really want to help support our
members as much as possible! Eat
at member restaurants, buy goods
and services from member busi-
nesses, and support those who
support us! In addition, when you
do, let them know that you support
them because of their membership
with the chamber.

When you eat somewhere
(or buy something from someone)
who is not a member, encourage
them to become a member of our
chamber to increase their business.
It works, and it helps us, and them to
become stronger!

At our breakfast this month,
we will be hearing from The RTA on
what projects they are working on
next, and what services they offer to
businesses that are affected by their
construction projects.

Our chamber membership
has reached 200, and so we will be
spending a bit of time discussing
what the chamber wants to be now
that it is grown up! Bring your ideas
and thoughts to share and join in this
interactive conversation.

We will see you all on June
16.

Happy selling!
Melissa Griebel
President

Tucson GLBT Chamber of
Commerce , June Breakfast Meet-
ing, June 16, 7:30 to 9:00 AM, The
Manning House - Lavender Room,
450 W Paseo Redondo # 212. Come
early for networking.

Plenty of free parking

Part | - Speaker: Jim
DeGrood, Regional Transportation
Authority (RTA). “It's been just over
5 years since the RTA plan and tax
was approved. Staff from the RTA
will join us to tell us what has been
accomplished and what is coming
next.”

Part Il - Join us in an
interactive conversation about what
the chamber wants to be now that it
is grown up! We recently reached
200 members and as part of this
momentous milestone, we want to
hear from you, our members, about
what the Chamber’s goals should
be. We will also report on the results
of our strategic planning meeting
with the board on the same topic!
Bring your ideas and let us work on
making our Chamber even better
than it already is!

$25 members/$30 guest, $5
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discount for all those who RSVP by
Monday, June 13. To RSVP call

615-6436.

Tucson Women'’s
Chorus Open
Rehearsals

TUCSON (Observer Update) -
The Tucson Women’s Chorus (TWC)
is enrolling new members. We
perform a cappella chants, rounds
and songs from around the world.
No experience necessary. Member-
ship is open to all women and girls
accompanied by singing adult.

Your first visit is free. After
that, there is a one time $80
registration fee. Girls with singing
adults are free. Scholarships are
available. The TWC has weekly
practices at two locations. You can
attend either or both.

Central: Mondays, St. Mark’s
Presbyterian Church (3809 E 3rd St
- 3 blocks south of Speedway, in 1st
block west of Alvernon). Northwest:
Thursdays, Northwest Unitarian Uni-
versalist Congregation (3601 W
Cromwell Dr - east off Thornydale,
north of Ina)

TWC is a nonprofit organi-
zation. Contact: Karleena
Ravenwood, Founder/Director, 520-

743-0991.

Bears Of The
Old Pueblo
Meeting & Pot
Luck June 10

TUCSON (Observer Update) -
Bears of the Old Pueblo are a social
organization for bigger, bearish,
robust gay/bi men and those who
love them. We hold a business
meeting to review and plan activi-
ties.

The business meeting is
also a social time and get-together
with a pot luck and fellowship. All
Bear meetings and activities are
open to anyone who would like to
participate. Held at the Ward 6
Office, 3202 E First Street, just
south of Speedway and east of
Country Club.

For more information, call
Kevin Jackson, 520-904-4714.

Welcome To OZ
Summer Bowling
League Begins,
Spots Available

TUCSON (Observer Update)
The Welcome to Oz Summe
Bowling League for LGBT an
straight supportive bowlers bega
its season Thursday, June 2 a
Tucson Bowl, 7020 East 21 Stre e’

There are spots on team
stillopen. The only prerequisiteis t
have fun and enjoy other peopl
having a night out on the lanes.

If interested, just show up

ten minutes before the start time of 7
pm and the league officers will get
you on a team.

IN MEMORIAM

DAVID LOCKE

David Locke, 51, of Tucson
formerly Waltham, MA passed June
2, 2011. Beloved son of Albert and
Carol Locke of Rowley, MA and the
late Margaret Locke (McLellan) of
Waltham, MA. Loving brother of
Kevin Locke of Maine, Alice Leonard
(Paul) of Nevada and Jean Raymond
(Randy) of MA.  Also survived by
many nieces and nephews and
friends. A private family service will
take place in Mass. Donations may
be made to: TIHAN.org or Trevor

Project at Wingspan

Good News, Bad
News On AIDS

UNITED NATIONS (Observer
Update) - In the past decade new HIV
infections have declined by almost
25%, AlIDS-related deaths have de-
creased, and access to treatment,
preventive services, and care has
increased greatly, according to a new
report from the United Nations, reports
advocate.com.

But amid the good news, there
are concerns — the improvements are
unevenly distributed around the world,
fall short of goals, and could easily
reverse, notes the U.N. Joint
Programme on HIV/AIDS.

“We have made tremendous
progress in stabilizing or reducing rates
of new infections in nearly 60 coun-
tries,” UNAIDS executive director
Michel Sidibe (pictured) said in the
introduction to the report, released
Thursday. “But this success only
highlights the rampant stigma and
discrimination that contributes to rising
infection rates among key populations
at higher risk, and to the vulnerability of
women and girls.”

From 2008 to 2010, the
incidence of HIV among gay men rose
from 30% to 36%, and among sex
workers it rose from 44% to 50%, the
document related.

Also, while antiretroviral drugs
have extended the lives of people in
developed countries, people in impov-
erished nations have limited access to
them. “People in rich countries don'’t
die from AIDS any more, but those in
poor countries still do — and that’s just
not acceptable,” former U.S. president
Bill Clinton wrote in the report.

UNAIDS released the docu-
ment in advance of the 30th anniver-
sary of the first report by the U.S.

Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention of the disease that would

become known as AIDS.
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Utah Immigration Law
Challenged

SALT LAKE CITY (Observer
Update) - Immigration Equality filed
an amicus brief Thursday in support
of a constitutional challenge to a
recently enacted Utah immigration
law, arguing the measure would
criminalize LGBT Americans who
live with undocumented partners
from abroad, reported advocate.com.

According to Immigration
Equality, the lllegal Immigration
Enforcement Act, similar to the

controversial law passed last year in
Arizona, contains a provision that
criminalizes “harboring” and “shel-
tering” undocumented individuals,
which poses a direct threat to LGBT
binational families. The group ar-
gued against the law in the amicus
brief filed with pro bono support from
the law firm of Wilmer, Hale and the
Utah Legal Clinic.

The brief cites a Utah couple
who wished to remain anonymous
for fear of prosecution. One partner
is a lifelong state resident and social
worker who may decide to leave
Utah because his partner, who was
in training to become a doctor,
overstayed his visa and cannot be
sponsored for residency, unlike the
options for straight couples.

“Utah’s unconscionable new
immigration law actually criminalizes
sharing a home with an undocu-
mented person, even if that person is
a partner or spouse,” said Victoria
Neilson, legal director for Immigra-
tion Equality, in a news release. “No
one should be arrested for sharing

their home with the person they
love, but that is the very real
possibility presented by this law.
With this legislation, families who
previously had no legal recognition
are now in legal jeopardy. That is

unacceptable and unconstitutional.”

Home Depot
Doesn’t Cave To
AFA

NEW YORK (Observer Up-
date) - Despite threats of a boycott,
Home Depot chairman Frank Blake
has refused to bow down to the
American Family Association’s de-
mand that the retail giant stop
sponsoring gay events.

The AFA’s executive vice
president, Buddy Smith, attended a
Home Deport board meeting to
present Blake with a petition
bearing almost half a million signa-
tures of those who say they’ll stop
shopping at the home improvement
store until the company opts to
“remain neutral in the culture war.”

Smith told Bryan Fischer
that Blake responded by reiterating
Home Depot’s commitment to pro-
moting diversity and vowing to
“continue down the very track

they’re going.”

PAGE THREE

HIV Exhibit Tests Political Waters
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sexual themes, LGBT content, and
nude or seminude images in the
show. Though the exhibition con-
tinued through its scheduled end
date, Smithsonian officials re-
moved from the show David
Wojnarowicz’s A Fire in My Belly, a
video work that includes a scene of
ants crawling across a crucifix.
Wojnarowicz died of AIDS compli-
cations in 1992.

“Fire in My Belly is an
example of political engagement in
artistic form with the AIDS epi-
demic by an artist deeply con-
cerned with the exploration of our
response to that medical and
societal calamity,” “Hide/Seek” co-
curator David C. Ward told CNS
News in defense of the work. “That
it is violent, disturbing, and halluci-
natory precisely replicates the
impact of the disease itself on
people and a society that could
barely comprehend its magnitude.”

One Republican lawmaker,
House Appropriations Committee
member Jack Kingston of Georgia,
called for a congressional investi-
gation into Smithsonian funds. “If
they’ve got money to squander like
this — of a crucifix being eaten by
ants, of Ellen DeGeneres grabbing
her breasts, men in chains, naked
brothers kissing — then | think we
should look at their budget,”
Kingston said of the Smithsonian
during a December Fox News
appearance. (“Hide/Seek” was
funded by outside donations and
organizations including the Cala-
mus Foundation and the Robert

Mapplethorpe Foundation.)

Asked about the HIV display at
the National Museum of American
History, a spokesman for Kingston said
the congressman would likely not
comment on an exhibit he has not seen,
though exhibitions in government-funded
institutions should be subject to scrutiny
for their appropriateness. Linda St.
Thomas, chief spokeswoman for the
Smithsonian, told The Advocate that
lawmakers did not bring up the “Hide/
Seek” controversy during a May 12
appropriations subcommittee meeting
on the Smithsonian’s fiscal year 2012
budget.

Thomas said Smithsonian offi-
cials are well aware of the content in the
new HIV 30-year retrospective exhibit:
“It's appropriate for the Smithsonian and
important to show our own collection
from the 1980s, to [show] the science
and the social history” of HIV and AIDS,
she said.

Ott said the political aspect of
the display — namely government
inaction in the early years of the crisis —
proved to be a challenging component in
creating the exhibition. “We know that
the political times we live in are pretty
fractured and charged, but our goal is to
educate. ... Here you had people who
were dying, watching their friends and
lovers dying, and they wanted response
from the government and they weren’t
getting it. So they were angry, they were
pissed off, and for good reason. And we
wanted to capture that outrage and

anger, because lives were on the line.”
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COMMENTARY. . ..

Thirty Years Of AIDS

By Anthony S. Fauci and
Gregory K. Folkers

Thirty years ago, the first five
cases of what is now known as the
acquired immune deficiency syn-
drome were reported in the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention’s
Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Re-
port. The amount of knowledge
gained since then has been extraordi-
nary, and the pace at which research
findings have been translated into
lifesaving treatments and tools of
prevention is unprecedented, al-
though much remains to be done with
regard to delivering the fruits of this
research to the people who need
them most.

The discovery of the human
immunodeficiency virus as the cause
of AIDS in 1983-1984 was followed by
an understanding of how HIV leads to
AIDS; the natural history and epide-
miology of the disease; the creation of
a diagnostic blood test; and the
development over the years of more
than 30 antiretroviral drugs. The
approval of the first protease inhibi-
tors in 1995-1996 paved the way for
powerful, multi-drug antiretroviral
therapy. The many combination regi-
mens now available using different
classes of antiretroviral drugs have
dramatically improved the quality of
life and extended the life expectancy
of people with HIV. An HIV-infected
person properly treated with this
combination therapy — and provided
other needed care and services — now
can expect to live for decades after
being diagnosed.

Antiretroviral treatment regi-
mens also can prevent HIV infection.
When given to pregnant HIV-infected
women and their newborns, these
drugs have been enormously suc-
cessful in preventing mother-to-child
transmission of HIV. Moreover, just
three weeks ago, a rigorous, con-
trolled clinical trial conducted in nine
countries confirmed another potent
way to apply treatment as prevention.
The study results were striking:
Among more than 1,700 heterosexual
couples in which one partner was
HIV-infected and the other was not,
starting combination antiretroviral
therapy immediately in the infected
partner when blood tests indicate his
or her immune system is still strong
resulted in a 96% reduction in HIV
transmission to the uninfected part-
ner, compared with deferring treat-
ment until the same tests showed the
immune system to be weaker. This
recent report confirms that combina-
tion therapy not only benefits the
infected individual but also can
reduce the risk of transmitting the
virus to others. By confirming that this
type of therapy can do double duty as
treatment and prevention, this study
has energized the medical, public
health, and activist communities. In
addition to its role in protecting babies
from infection, “treatment as preven-
tion” to block sexual transmission now
can be added to our toolkit of proven
HIV prevention interventions, which
also includes behavioral modification,
condom distribution, the provision of
clean needles and syringes to injec-
tion drug users, medically supervised

adult male circumcision, and other
approaches.

Meanwhile, other recent
progress in HIV research gives us
hope that we soon will have addi-
tional prevention tools. Notably, a
once-a-day pill combining two
antiretroviral drugs was shown to
reduce the risk of HIV acquisition in
men who have sex with men (MSM),
and an antiretroviral-based, vagi-
nally applied gel did the same for
heterosexual women.

Although a protective HIV vac-
cine remains elusive, we are encour-
aged by the recent demonstration
that a vaccine tested in Thailand
provided modest protection against
HIV. Researchers now are examin-
ing blood samples and data from the
Thai trial to determine how the
vaccine prevented HIV infections,
information that will help guide efforts
to improve on those results.

Scientists also are pursuing
many other research avenues, in-
cluding structure-based vaccine de-
sign. With this approach, research-
ers characterize in exquisite detail
key molecules on the HIV virus and
use these structures to design new
components for next-generation HIV
vaccine candidates.

Entering the fourth decade of
HIV/AIDS, our task is to build on
these advances and deliver scientifi-
cally validated interventions to ev-
eryone who needs them, both in the
United States and abroad. Six in ten
HIV-infected people in developing
countries who need combination
antiretroviral therapy are not receiv-
ing it, which puts their health and that
of their sexual partners at risk.

Domestically, access to treat-
ment and care also is not optimal. A
recent analysis estimated that of the
1.1 million people living with HIV in
the United States, approximately
20% are unaware of their infection.
And within the entire group of
infected people, only about 19%
have a viral load that has been driven
to undetectable levels by combina-
tion therapy. Both at home and
globally, greater numbers of HIV-
infected individuals need to be
identified early in the course of their
disease through expanded voluntary
HIV testing programs and linkage to
appropriate care and antiretroviral
treatment.

In addition, prevention pro-
grams using proven tools must be
dramatically “scaled up,” refined,
improved, and made more cost-
effective. At the same time, we must
continue to develop additional effec-
tive prevention strategies.

We also must find innovative
approaches to curing HIV/AIDS by
eradicating or permanently sup-
pressing the virus in infected people,
thereby eliminating the need for
lifelong antiretroviral therapy. In this
regard, important new research is
being undertaken by the National
Institutes of Health and other organi-

CoNTINUED ON PaGE Five
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Meet Wingspan’s New Team

TUCSON (Observer Update) - Several new people have taken on new roles
or come on board to work for Wingspan, Tucson and Southern Arizona’s LGBTQ

Community Center.

MICHAEL LOPEZ

Michael Lopez is
new to Wingspan as an
Advocate for the Anti-
Violence Programs.
Michael was born and
raised in Tucson. After
working in Chicago as a
massage therapist, he
returned to Tucson to
complete his degree in
gender and women’s
studies from the University
of Arizona.

Michael has fo-
cused his academic studies
on gender, sexuality, race,
class, marginalization and
issues related to GLBTQ
history and feminist and
queer theory. He’s also
done extensive research
focusing on gender and
embodiment as both a form of expression and a means by which certain
individuals and groups become marginalized. Michael feels fortunate to work
with Wingspan and the LGBTQ community “because it is here | will be able to
be an educator and, most important, an advocate for LGBTQ survivors and
victims of violence.”

MicHAEL LoPEz

Chatting with Erin
Russ is always a plea-
sure. And delving into her
life story is to marvel at
the many and varied
experiences she has had,
even before arriving in
Tucson 11 years ago.
Erin was born in Detroit
and raised in Syracuse,
N.Y. She earned an
Associate in Science
degree with a major in
forestry, and later a
bachelor’s degree in
history, with a minor in ERrIN Russ
business and accounting. For 10 years she served as an officer in the U.S.
Army, taking basic and advanced training centering on management, motiva-
tion and training seminars. She served overseas in Germany and Japan. One
fateful day in 1990 an officer became aware that she had transgender tenden-
cies, and promptly the next day she resigned with an honorable discharge.
Quickly, the Army lost a highly trained and valuable asset.

Arriving in Tucson in 2000, Erin was at a low point in her life. When she
found SAGA at Wingspan, it became her anchor, offering her safety, self-
esteem, fellowship and a fresh lease on life. SAGA helped her rediscover the
talents and motivations that she thought had died. Erin renewed her interest in
hiking, orienteering, biking and, of course, shopping at the mall. She became
active in a small local church. Most recently, she has become a pastor herself,
working in a small church that ministers to the marginalized and homeless of
Tucson. Erin brings a wealth of experience to her new job as SAGA coordina-
tor. She has extensive training in computer skills and grant writing and more
than 15 years’ experience in administration, development and financial man-
agement.

She has worked tirelessly for SAGA and Wingspan to develop a
speaker-training curriculum and to coordinate speaking engagements address-
ing transgender issues. Most recently at Wingspan, she has been Development
Operations coordinator and is developing a comprehensive manual to guide the
Development Operations team. She also has served as a board member for the
local GLBT Chamber of Commerce and on the board of directors for PFLAG,
Tucson. What are Erin’s goals for SAGA? First and foremost, the maintenance
and expansion of SAGA’s social, informational and support network. This is the
core of SAGA, the reason for its existence, to support trans persons on their
journey. Additionally, she hopes to encourage the transgender community to
volunteer in support of SAGA and all of Wingspan’s programs.

Erin also plans to strengthen ties with the LGBT Mental Health Coali-
tion, the UA GLBT Affairs Department and other community organizations. She
hopes to re-establish the SAGA speakers’ group. Especially important is the
ATWork project, which offers support for transgender persons in opening doors
with employers and employment agencies and assisting them to find employ-
ment. She also plans to work to create resources for those who are unable to
access food, shelter and other basic needs. These are complex, broad, even
lofty goals. But if anyone can deal with complex issues and effect change, it’s
Erin Russ. Add to this her smile and her sense of humor, and it's clear Wing-
span has chosen well.
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Moureen Drury suc-
ceeds Erin Russ as the
Wingspan Development
Operations Coordinator. In
this capacity, she works with
the development team to
process donations, income
and expenses; serves to
fund raise and organize
events, manages donor
relations and other develop-
ment efforts. Moureen, 22,
moved to Tucson from New
York to attend the University
of Arizona, where she’ll
receive a bachelor’s degree
in family studies and human
development in December.
At the university, she’s been
actively involved in the
LGBTQ community, and she
began volunteering in
development at Wingspan
last year.
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MoureeN DRURY

“l want to make things efficient and work behind the scenes to
do everything Wingspan can do to serve our community,” she says.
Moureen enjoys hiking, yoga, playing clarinet and spending time with

friends and family.

COMMENTARY
Thirty Years Of AIDS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE FOUR

zations. A robust research effort is
critical to address the malignancies,
cardiovascular and metabolic com-
plications, and premature aging
associated with long-term HIV dis-
ease and/or antiretroviral therapy.

Despite these challenges
and the huge burden of this modern-
day plague, we now look at the fight
against HIV/AIDS - and our chances
of prevailing - with considerably
more optimism than we previously
have felt. With the medical and
public health tools now or soon-to-be
available, controlling and ending the
global HIV/AIDS pandemic are fea-
sible goals.

Unfortunately, we are in a
difficult situation of considerable
global constraints on resources to
support this goal. Every effort must
be made to efficiently apply existing
resources so that proven interven-
tions are delivered in the most cost-

effective manner.
public-sector, commercial and
philanthropic commitments to
HIV/AIDS research and imple-
mentation of proven findings
must be sustained and strength-
ened with the investment of
additional resources to ensure
that HIV treatment and preven-
tion services are universally
available to the people who need
them, wherever they live.With a
global commitment, we can con-
trol and ultimately end the HIV/
AIDS pandemic. On this com-
memoration of the 30-year anni-
versary, let us recommit our-
selves to that goal.

In addition,

(Dr. Anthony S. Fauci is
Director of the National Institute
of Allergy and Infectious Dis-
eases at the National Institutes of
Health. Gregory K. Folkers, M.S.,
M.P.H, is Dr. Fauci’s Chief of
Staff. This article is reprinted

from advocate.com.)

It’s Official: Jane Lynch Hosting
EmmyS Continued From Page Four

LOS ANGELES (Observer Up-
date) - Glee star Jane Lynch has
been confirmed to host the 63rd
Primetime Emmy Awards this Sep-
tember, reports advocate.com.

“I am tickled pink to be
hosting the Primetime Emmys on
Fox,” the out actress said in a
statement announcing her hosting
duties. “I'm looking forward to
singing, dancing, and sporting my
finest tracksuit.” Emmy executive
producer Mark Burnett said Lynch
was his first and only choice to host
the show. “She has incredible
comedic timing and is a charismatic,
talented actress whose energy leaps
off the screen and stage. | am thrilled
and excited to have her as our host,”
he added.

In addition to her starring
role on Glee, Lynch’s television
credits include Party Down,
Lovespring International, Desperate
Housewives, Weeds, and The L
Word. Lynch has had recurring roles
on The New Adventures of Old
Christine and Two and a Half Men,

for which she received an Emmy
nomination for Outstanding Guest
Actress in a Comedy Series. Her
film credits include Julie & Julia,
The 40 Year Old Virgin, and Best

In Show.
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Seattle LGBTs Hoist The F lag

SEATTLE (Observer Update) -
Activists are lobbying for the Seattle
Space Needle to fly the rainbow flag
for Gay Pride Month again this year,
as it did in 2010, reports
advocate.com.

That was the first time the
flag had flown over the landmark,
notes Joe Mirabella in a blog post for
the Seattle Post-Intelligencer. He
writes of being at a pride event there:
“The Space Needle’s enormous flag
caught the patches of summer sun
that graced the crowd. The rainbow,
symbolic of the entire diversity of
humanity, shimmered in the light. It
was comforting. It brought me hope.”

Mirabella reports that an
employee at the Space Needle had
told him there were no plans to fly the
rainbow flag this year, and he also
says no pride events are scheduled
at the site. Fellow activist Josh Castle
has started a petition at Change.org
to encourage the raising of the flag
once again.

“I hope you will consider
signing it and sharing it with your
friends,” Mirabella writes. “l strongly
believe the Space Needle just needs
to hear how important it is for us to
see the Pride flag on the Space
Needle. They need to hear we still

need a visible sign of hope.”

VA. Federal Reserve Bank
Goes Gay

RICHMOND (Observer Update)
- The Federal Reserve Bank of
Richmond, Va., will fly a rainbow flag
during Gay Pride Month at the
request of the bank’s gay employ-
ees, reports 365Gay.com.

PRISM, the LGBT group at
the Richmond bank, requested that
the flag be flown throughout June.

Chief operating officer Sally Green
said the bank was flying the pride flag
to show its commitment to diversity.

“We strongly support a di-
verse and inclusive culture at the
Richmond Fed and have learned that
it is important to value and embrace
differences, both seen and unseen,”

she said, according to Richmond.com.
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Tempers Flare In Rl
Civil Union Hearing

PRVODENCE (Observer Update)
-Tempers flared as Rhode Island
lawmakers held yet another hearing on
a proposal to allow gay couples to enter
into civil unions, 365Gay.com.

By now, the arguments from
both sides of the gay marriage and civil
union debate are well established.
Rhode Island lawmakers have held
three hearings this year on bills to enact
gay marriage or civil unions, and many
of those who spoke at the hearing have
testified before.

Both sides appear to be growing
tired of their opposition.

At the hearing one senator got
into a heated argument with a pastor
testifying against civil unions. After
another senator criticized the Catholic
Church’s stance during testimony from
a priest, a woman in the audience cried
out, “Heretic!” The proposal would grant
gay couples in a civil union all the state
rights that are granted to married
couples under Rhode Island law.
Lawmakers introduced the civil union
proposal after determining that gay
marriage legislation lacked the votes
needed to pass in the Ocean State. Five
states now allow same-sex couples to
marry.

The House passed the bill last
month, and the Senate could vote.
Senators reviewing the measure were
evenly divided. Sen. Dawson Hodgson,
R-North  Kingstown, believes gay
couples have the same right to marry
and have families as heterosexual

couples. “These are Americans
like all of us,” he said.

Sen. Harold Metts, D-
Providence, said he’ll oppose civil
unions on religious grounds. ‘I
didn’t write the Bible. God does not
change.” Almost everyone who
spoke at the hearing opposes the
civil union proposal but for very
different reasons. Gay marriage
supporters argued that civil unions
would relegate gay couples to
second-class status. Martha Holt,
chairwoman of the board of
Marriage Equality Rhode Island,
said her group also opposes a
loophole in the bill that would allow
religious cemeteries, hospitals and
schools to ignore rights given to
gay couples in a civil union.

Gay marriage opponents
dislike civil unions, too, fearing
they could quickly lead to same-
sex marriage. They want lawmak-
ers to insert language specifically
outlawing gay marriage to prevent
lawsuits asking the courts to
extend marriage rights to gay
couples. Joseph Cavanagh of the
National Organization for Mar-
riage-Rhode Island said the pur-
pose of marriage is to create
stable families that can produce
children. The bill “does not make it
clear to the courts that marriage is
special,” he said. “Let’s protect

marriage. Let’s protect children.”
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2990 N. Campbell, Ste.230

COMMUNITY BARS

1. THE BIZ, 2900 E. Broadway

318-4838
2. IBT’S, 616 N. 4™ Ave.
882-3053
3. VENTURE-N
1239 N. 6" Ave. 882-8224

5. WOODY’S
3710 N. Oracle Rd 292-6702

6. NEW MOON
915 W. Prince Rd.  293-7339

7. BRODIE’'S TAVERN
2449 N. Stone 622-0447

8. COLORS FOOD & SPIRITS
5305 E. Speedway 323-1840

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

A. MCC - METROPOLITAN
COMMUNITY CHURCH
3269 N. Mountain  622-9151
B. CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIP
2902 N. Geronimo 622-4626
D. WINGSPAN
430 E. 7" Street 624-1779
E. S.AA.F (Southern Arizona
AIDS Foundation) 375 S. Euclid
628-7223
G. TIHAN (Tucson Interfaith
HIV-AIDS Network)
1011 N Craycroft  299-6647
H. EON YOUTH CENTER
620-6245
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Poet's Corner

‘Arizona Ice Break”
by Ron Rose - Tucson

99 frigid degrees today, tomorrow my be hot,

Pull up the blankets, turn up the heat, 100 degrees it's not
Keep the ice skates sharpened, leave the ski rack on the car
This freezing winter weather is really quite bizarre.
When the ice breaks on our river, suit up for a swim
And toast the start of summer, with a tonic and good gin.

|
The Way | Saw |It. . .by Gary Clark

NOTE: Before his untimely death, Gary Clark had worked on this
newspaper for nearly 40 years as graphic artist and Entertainment Editor. Part
of his heritage was producing a weekly humorous drawing of life 'as he saw it’. It
is amazing that most of these drawings are as funny and entertaining today as
they were in past years. We have decided to open the ‘vaults’ on these faultless

viewpoints. Enjoy!

—
Trans Widow Stripped Of Benefits

ALLAS (Observer Update) - A
Texas judge has ruled that the
marriage between Nikki Araguz and
her late husband, a firefighter who
died fighting a blaze last year, is null
and void because Nikki is a
transgender woman.

Thomas Araguz llI’s death benefits.
A suit against Nikki Araguz was
brought by her husband’s family,
who said she shouldn’t be granted
the benefits because she was born
male and Texas doesn’t recognize
same-sex marriage.

The decision by state district
judge Randy Clapp strips Araguz of

Araguz will likely appeal.
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CLASSIFIED ADS ARE 25¢ PER WORD, $5.00 MINIMUM

MASSAGE

Truly Great Experience A
Tantric sensual MASSAGE, with a
complimentary steel water bottle
for the first 6 new clients in June. A
TRUE healing experience ! Creat-
ing a sacred space, for men since
1981. Marc - 881-4582, By
appointment in advance.

FOR RENT

FREE first month with year lease.
Large 2BD/1BA. Fenced yard. Pets
okay. Bike path to UA. 1110 E. Ft.
Lowell. $695/mo. Call 682-7877.

1402

SAVE TUCSON'’S LGBT HISTORY!

Contact the Tucson’s LGBT Museum about
sharing/donating your LGBT history-related
memories, memorabilia, photos, 8mm films, home
videos. Estate LGBT historical items are wel-
comed from executors, executrixes, individuals,
family members, trustees.

Email: Tucson LGBT Museum@live.com

Gay Softball Tourney Limit
On Straight Players OK’d

SEATTLE (Observer Update)
- A gay softball organization that
runs an annual tournament called
the Gay Softball World Series can
keep its rule limiting the number of
heterosexual players on each
tem, a federal judge has ruled,
rgorts AP on 365Gay.com.

The decision came in a
lawsuit filed by three men who say
they were disqualified from the
annual tournament because they
weren’t gay enough. They said in
the suit filed last year that their
team’s second-place finish in the
2008 tournament in Washington
state was nullified because they
are bisexual, not gay, and thus
their team exceeded the limit of two
non-gay players.

U.S. District Judge John
Coughenour said Tuesday that
their suit can proceed to trial. But
he also ruled that the North
American Gay Amateur Athletic
Alliance, which also oversees gay
softball leagues in dozens of U.S.
cities, has a First Amendment right
to limit the number of heterosexual
players, much as the Boy Scouts
have a constitutional right to
exclude gays.

“It would be difficult for
NAGAAA to effectively emphasize
a vision of the gay lifestyle rooted
in athleticism, competition and
sportsmanship if it were prohibited
from maintaining a gay identity,”
the judge wrote.

However, Coughenour said
questions remain about the way
the softball association applied its
rule, including whether the ques-
tions asked about the men’s
sexuality at a protest hearing were
unnecessarily intrusive. Therefore,
the case can proceed toward a trial
set for Aug. 1, he said.

The San Francisco-based
team the men played on, D2, was
disqualified after others at the
tournament questioned their sexu-

ality and filed a protest. Under question-
ing, the men, Stephen Apilado, Laron
Charles and John Russ, were evasive or
declined to discuss their sexuality,
according to the organization.

For example, minutes of the
hearing say that Charles claimed to be
gay but acknowledged being married to
a woman, and Apilado initially said he
was both gay and straight but then
acknowledged being more attracted to
women.

The minutes say rumors had
persisted for years about whether D2
was stacking its team with straight
ringers. In addition to the three plaintiffs,
the team had two designated straight
players. The organization says it has
always considered bisexuals to meet
the definition of “gay” for roster
purposes, but the minutes also note that
one official involved in the decision to
disqualify D2 commented that “this is not
a bisexual world series. This is a gay
world series.”

“Plaintiff's allegations about
defendant’'s treatment of bisexuality
remain of central importance to this
case,” the judge said. “Defendant could
still be liable for its actions.”

Chris Stoll, a spokesman for the
National Center for Lesbian Rights in
San Francisco, which is representing
the three men, said its lawyers were
reviewing the opinion and legal options.

“We think that the law is clear;
NAGAAA doesn’'t have a First Amend-
ment right to discriminate on the basis of
sexual orientation,” he said.
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SUNDAY

THE BIZ - Closed Sunday , Monday, Tuesday

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Happy Hour
10am-8pm

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm $2
Well or Domestic Beer. Karaoke on the Patio 4-8:30pm.
Burger BBQ 5-8pm + $1 pint draft. 9pm-close Karaoke
inside with Troy & $1.50 Well or Domestic Beer, $2.50 Call
or Premium Beer. DJ Hurricane on the Patio.

NEW MOON

WOODY'’S - Open 11am-2am. Beer specials and
Trailer Trash Martini’s All Day. Check our Ad for Special
Events or Parties

MONDAY

THE BIZ - Closed

BRODIES - Open 10am-2am. Happy Hour
10am-8pm.

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm $2
Well or Domestic Beer. 8pm-close $5 Scratch Long Island
Varieties. 9pm-close DJ Hurricane with “All Request
Music”.

NEW MOON

WOODY'’S - Open 11am-2am. Service Industry
Night - Employee prices all day..

TUESDAY

THE BIZ - Closed Tuesdays

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Happy Hour 10am
- 8pm.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2
Well or Domestic Beer. 8pm-close
“2’sDay” - $2 Well or Domestic Beer. DJ
Q 9pm-close.

NEW MOON -

WOODY'’S - Open 11am- 2am. 2-4-1 Night

WEDNESDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. Happy Hour 5-9pm
(2 for 1). College Night 18 & Over. Drink
& Shot specials every half hour.
BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Happy Hour 10am
- 8pm.
IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2
Well or Domestics.. 11pm - -close “Reverse Happy Hour”.
NEW MOON
WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am;. Happy Hour
Prices all day.

THURSDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. Happy Hour 5-9pm.
2for 1 All Night Long.. Karaoke 9pm. Come out and play.
BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Happy Hour
10am - 8pm.
IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2
Well or Domestics. 10pm-close “Boyz
Nite Out” w/Bartenders in their under-
wear. DJ Hurricane spinning Top 40 &
DJ Mike Lopez on the patio. $1.75
Long lIsland, $1.50 Tequila Shots, $3
Skyy Cape Cods and $4 Skyy Cosmos.
NEW MOON -
WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am; Free pool and
Happy Hour prices all day.

FRIDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. Happy Hour 5-9 pm (2
for1) Latino Night. $2 Tequila, $1.50
Tecate. $5 Buckets of Beer.

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Happy Hour
10am-8pm. Karaoke 9pm.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2

Well or Domestics. 9pm -close DJ
Hurricane inside. 10pm-close DJ Mike
Lopez with “I'm a Sexy Bitch Night” on
the patio.

NEW MOON -

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am; Happy Hour
11am-8pm (excl spec events). Full Menu Kitchen open
11am-11pm Back Pocket Patio Bar open 5pm-close.
Enjoy the Live vocals and piano styling of Susan Artemis 6-
9pm. Tori Steele Show 10pm
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SATURDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm - 2am. $10 and drink for
pennies. All night long.
BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Happy Hour
10am-8pm.
IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2
Well or Domestics. 5-8pm Karaoke on
the patio $1Draft Pints. 9pm “Saturday
Starrlett’'s” w/Bunny FuFu & Janee Starr.
After the show, DJ Q spinning inside &
10pm-close, DJ Mike Lopez with the
“Party on the Patio”.
NEW MOON -
WOODY'’S - Open 11am-2am; Happy Hour 10am-
8pm (excl spec events); Full Menu Kitchen open11am-
11pm..
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Civil Unions Commence In
Illinois

CHICAGO (Observer Update) -
More than 30 same-sex couples marked
the first day of civil unions in lllinois by
taking vows in downtown Chicago’s
Millennium Park.

“For me it means a lot — making
this commitment. But | also feel like
we’re part of history here,” Shanelle
Moffett told the Chicago Sun-Times as
she prepared for the ceremony with her
partner, Tenisha Watkins.

Couples could obtain civil union
licenses at county clerk’s offices, but
there was a one-day waiting period
before ceremonies could take place.
The lllinois civil unions law offers same-

sex and opposite-sex couples the
state-level rights and responsibili-
ties of marriage.

While couples all over the
state were taking advantage of the
new law, the biggest event was in
Chicago, the largest city in lllinois
and home to the state’s largest and
most visible gay population. At
Millennium Park Thursday, judges
and one minister presided over
ceremonies, the Chicago Gay Men’s
Chorus performed, and lllinois gov-
ernor Pat Quinn and Chicago mayor
Rahm Emanuel addressed the
gathering.

“All of us in the Land of

Lincoln can celebrate,” Quinn told
the crowd. “We believe everybody’s
in and nobody’s left out in our state.
Everybody is important.” Emanuel
praised the “progressive leader-
ship” of the governor, who signed
the civil unions bill into law. Earlier,
in his office, Emanuel had officiated
a civil union ceremony for his chief
of policy and strategic planning,
David Spielfogel.

Also in attendance at the
park were several gay or lesbian
dignitaries: state representatives
Deborah Mell and Kelly Cassidy,
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Chicago alderman Tom Tunney,
and Chicago Cubs co-owner Laura
Ricketts.

Another event with mul-
tiple civil unions was held at the
Chicago History Museum as a
benefit for the Civil Rights Agenda,
an LGBT rights group. Forty-five
couples are expected to attend. A
planned mass civil union event in
the Chicago suburb of Bolingbrook
was canceled because too few

couples registered.

After Obama Declares Gay Pride
Month, White House Launches Site
Touting LGBT Efforts

WASHINGTON, DC (Observer
Update) - The White House has
launched a new website trumpeting
its LGBT achievements, reports
ontopmag.com.

A quote from President
Barack Obama welcomes visitors:
“We’ve got a lot of hard work that we
still have to do, but we can already
point to extraordinary progress that
we’ve made .. on behalf of Ameri-
cans who are gay and lesbian,
bisexual and transgender.”

The site, titled Winning the
Future: President Obama And The
LGBT Community, is a subdomain
located off the White House’s official
website and features a fact sheet of
the administration’s accomplish-
ments on gay rights, a page to sign-
up for a newsletter, and the White
House’s video for the It Gets Better

Project.

Many of the administra-
tions accomplishments listed on
the website were also mentioned
in the declaration Obama signed
declaring June Gay Pride month.
Those achievements include re-
peal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” the
1993 law that bars gay and
bisexual troops from serving
openly, efforts to wipe out dis-
crimination in federal housing
programs, and passage of a gay-
inclusive hate crimes law.

Briefly mentioned are re-
lationship recognition, including
the administration decision to
stop defending in court the
Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA),
which bars federal agencies from
recognizing the marriages of gay
and lesbian couples.
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