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Boehner’s DOMA Defense
Denounced

WASHINGTON, DC (Observer
Update) - Lead sponsors of a measure
to repeal the Defense of Marriage Act,
including all of the openly gay members
of Congress, have spoken out against
House speaker John Boehner’s plan to
defend DOMA in court, even though
President Obama and the Justice
Department have ceased doing so.

“The President correctly con-
cluded last week that the Department of
Justice (DOJ) should not defend the
Defense of Marriage Act in court — nor
should the House of Representatives,”
said a joint statement issued by House
members Tammy Baldwin, David
Cicilline, John Conyers, Barney Frank,
Jerrold Nadler, and Jared Polis. “In the
15 years since the passage of DOMA,
the harmful stereotypes used to justify
this law have been shattered. There
simply is no legitimate reason for
denying committed gay and lesbian
couples the legal security, rights and
responsibilities that marriage provides.”

Boehner announced that he
planned to convene a meeting of the
Bipartisan House Legal Advisory Group
to initiate a defense of DOMA, the 15-
year-old law that prevents federal
recognition of same-sex marriages and
allows states not to recognize such
unions performed in other states.

A court has found the federal
section of the law unconstitutional, and

while the decision is on appeal,
Obama and the Justice Department
are declining to take part in the law’s
defense. The law remains in effect
until it is struck down in court or
repealed by Congress.

Baldwin, Cicilline, Frank, and
Polis — the four openly gay members
of Congress — and straight allies
Conyers and Nadler also said they
plan soon to reintroduce legislation to
repeal DOMA.

“The President has long
urged Congress to overturn this
discriminatory law and we intend to do
so,” their statement said. “We look
forward to working with Members and
advocates from across the country
and the political spectrum to rid our
nation of this historical stain.”

Out Pols Key To Partner,
Marriage Rights

NEW YORK (Observer Update) -
The Associated Press takes note of the
crucial role played by out gay and lesbian
state legislators in advocating for civil
unions and marriage equality, reports
advocate.com.

Gay state legislators’ key work in
passing civil unions and marriage
equality legislation is the topic of an
analysis by the Associated Press.

“Of America’s 7,382 state legis-
lators, only 85 are openly gay or lesbian,”
the AP’s David Crary writes. “They are,
however, playing an outsized and often
impassioned role when the agenda turns
to recognizing same-sex couples with
civil unions or full marriage rights.”

He cites the speeches given and
lobbying done by out lawmakers such as
Deb Mell (pictured) and Greg Harris in
lllinois and Blake Oshiro in Hawaii in
support of those states’ new civil union
laws, and points to the role New York’s
Tom Duane will play as lead sponsor of
marriage equality legislation there.

When the lllinois legislature was
debating civil unions last year, Mell gave
an emotional speech about the possibility
of being unable to be involved in health

care decisions if her fiancée, Christin
Baker, became seriously ill. Baker
was present at the session that day,
and Mell had previously announced
their engagement on the house floor.

“The more visible we are, the
better,” said Mell, a state representa-
tive from Chicago. “When you look
someone in the eyes, it's a little harder
for them to deny that we should have
the same rights.”

New York state senator Duane
voiced similar sentiments: “For my
colleagues, knowing that | am not
allowed to marry the person that | love
and want to marry, that's very
powerful. It's more difficult for them to
take for granted the right they have to

marry when | don’t have it.”
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1st Amendment Protects
Westboro, Court Rules

WASHINGTON, DC (Observer
Update) - The Supreme Court ruled
that the First Amendment protects
fundamentalist church members who
mount anti-gay protests outside
military funerals, despite the pain they
cause grieving families.

The court voted 8-1 in favor of
the Westboro Baptist Church of
Topeka, Kan. The decision upheld an
appeals court ruling that threw out a
$5 million judgment to the father of a
dead Marine who sued church
members after they picketed his son’s
funeral. Chief Justice John Roberts
wrote the opinion for the court. Justice
Samuel Alito dissented.

Roberts said free speech
rights in the First Amendment shield
the funeral protesters, noting that
they obeyed police directions and
were 1,000 feet from the church.

“Speech is powerful. It can
stir people to action, move them to
tears of both joy and sorrow, and - as
it did here - inflict great pain. On the
facts before us, we cannot react to
that pain by punishing the speaker,”
Roberts said. “As a nation we have
chosen a different course - to protect
even hurtful speech on public issues
to ensure that we do not stifle public
debate.”

Alito strongly disagreed. “Our
profound national commitment to free
and open debate is not a license for
the vicious verbal assault that oc-
curred in this case,” he said.

Matthew Snyder died in Iraq
in 2006 and his body was returned to
the United States for burial. Members
of the Westboro Baptist Church, who
have picketed military funerals for
several years, decided to protest
outside the Westminster, Md., church
where his funeral was to be held.

The Rev. Fred Phelps and his
family members who make up most of
the Westboro Baptist Church have
picketed many military funerals in
their quest to draw attention to their
incendiary view that U.S. deaths in
Afghanistan and Iraqg are God’s
punishment for the nation’s tolerance
of homosexuality.

They showed up with their
usual signs, including “Thank God for
dead soldiers,” “You’re Going to Hell,”
“God Hates the USA/Thank God for 9/
11,” and one that combined the U.S.
Marine Corps motto, Semper Fi, with
a slur against gay men.

The church members drew
counter-demonstrators, as well as
media coverage and a heavy police
presence to maintain order. The
result was a spectacle that led to
altering the route of the funeral
procession.

Several weeks later, Albert
Snyder was surfing the Internet for
tributes to his son from other soldiers
and strangers when he came upon a
poem on the church’s website that
attacked Matthew’s parents for the
way they brought up their son. Soon
after, Snyder filed a lawsuit accusing
the Phelpses of intentionally inflicting
emotional distress. He won $11
million at trial, later reduced by a judge
to $5 million.

The federal appeals court in
Richmond, Va., threw out the verdict
and said the Constitution shielded the
church members from liability.

Forty-eight states, 42 U.S. sena-
tors and veterans groups sided with
Snyder, asking the court to shield
funerals from the Phelps family’s
“psychological terrorism.”

While distancing themselves
from the church’s message, media
organizations, including The Associ-
ated Press, urged the court to side
with the Phelps family because of
concerns that a victory for Snyder
could erode speech rights.

Roberts described the court’s
holding as narrow, and in a separate
opinion, Justice Stephen Breyer
suggested in other circumstances,
governments would not be “power-
less to provide private individuals with
necessary protection.”

Butin this case, Breyer said, it
would be wrong to “punish Westboro
for seeking to communicate its views
on matters of public concern.”

Margie Phelps, a daughter of
the minister and a lawyer who argued
the case at the Supreme Court, said
she expected the outcome. “The only
surprise is that Justice Alito did not
feel compelled to follow his oath,”
Phelps said. “We read the law. We
follow the law. The only way for a
different ruling is to shred the First
Amendment.”

She also offered her church’s
view of the decision. I think it's pretty
self-explanatory, but here’s the core
point: The wrath of God is pouring
onto this land. Rather than trying to
shut us up, use your platforms to tell
this nation to mourn for your sins.”
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Obama And
LGBT Issues:
Where Do We Go
From Here?

TrAcY Baim

TUCSON (Observer Update) -
Chicagoan Tracy Baim will discuss
“Mid-term Report Card: Obama and
LGBT Issues” Tuesday, April 5, at the
Pima County Main Library, 101 N.
Stone Ave., in the Lower Level Room
(LLT). A reception starts at 5:30 p.m;
the program, at 6 p.m.

The event is co-sponsored by
Wingspan and the University of Arizona
Institute of LGBT Studies. Admission is
free.

Baim is the author of the new
book “Obama and the Gays: A Political
Marriage,” the first thorough history of
Barack Obama’s interaction with the
LGBT community, from the mid-1990s
onward.

‘It is widely acknowledged,”
Baim says, “that the role of gays” (a term
she uses to represent all LGBT people)
“in the United States, including their role
in mainstream politics, has been left out
of most history books - but the omission
is particularly egregious for the 2008
election.”

According to Baim, “the book
takes a detailed look at Obama’s

MARCH 9, 2011

trajectory on gay rights, an arc that
has been too liberal and ‘radical’ for
some, not nearly progressive enough
for others.”

Baim will also speak at 1

p.m., Monday, April 4, in the Copper
Room, UA Student Union, on “LGBT
Media: Out of the Closet and Into the
Newsrooms.” For more information,
visit the UA Institute for LGBT
Studies website at
www.Igbt.arizona.edu

Baim is co-founder and
publisher of Chicago’s Windy City
Times, one of the oldest and most
honored weekly LGBT newspapers
in the U.S. She has covered a wide
range of LGBT political issues for
more than 25 years, including
intensive reporting on Obama since
his first run for office in lllinois. She
was the producer of the lesbian
feature film “Hannah Free,” starring
Sharon Gless (2008, Ripe Fruit
Films), which screened at The Loft

last year as a Wingspan fundraiser.

Queer & Migrant
Politics In the
U.S.-Mexico
Borderlands and
Beyond,
March 12

TUCSON (Observer Update) -
Authors Karma R. Chavez and
Eithne Luibhéid discuss Queer and
Migrant Politics on the Border at the
Tucson Festival of Books.

This discussion is moder-
ated by Adela Licona. It will take
place, March 12, 1:00 pm, atthe U
of A Student Union, Catalina Room
and the event is sponsored by the
Tucson Festival of Books.

For more information, call
Naomi McCoy at 520-891-9681.
The Tucson Festival of Books is
online at tucsonfestivalofbooks.com.

Clashes Pit
Parents vs.
Gay-Friendly
Curriculums
In Schools

VALLEJO (Observer Update) -
After a lesbian student at Jesse Bethel
High School in Vallejo joined with the
American Civil Liberties Union in 2008
to accuse the local school district of
discrimination, district officials agreed
as part of a settlement to show films
and assign homework depicting same-
sex families, beginning in elementary
school, reported nytimes.com on March
3.

But one night last November,
more than a dozen parents, rallied by
community religious leaders, attacked
the school board, asserting that their
rights were being violated because
they had no control over whether their
children received such lessons. “No
one should take my right to tell me what
can be shown to my child,” Cookie
Gordon, a mother of two, told the
board.

The clash was one of several
related controversies at Bay Area
schools. Polls show that the public’s
stance against same-sex marriage is
softening, and education about gay
issues has expanded dramatically in
recent years around the country, but
experts suggest that the battle over
what should and should not be a part of
public school curriculums has just
begun.

Ritch Savin-Williams, a profes-
sor of human development at Cornell
University, said that the question of gay
men and lesbians in the military was
now over the hump, and that same-sex
marriage was getting close to getting
over the 50 percent mark in terms of
popular support in California. But the
issue of school curriculums, he said,
“hits at something that’s far more
difficult, and that’s children.”

California is poised to take a
step sure to sharpen the debate. A bill
introduced in December by State
Senator Mark Leno, Democrat of San
Francisco, would require all of the
state’s history textbooks to include
figures and events in gay history and
portray them “in a positive light.” To the
many educators and gay rights advo-
cates like Mr. Leno — one of the first two
openly gay men elected to the
Legislature — the need for the law is as
self-evident as it is urgent.

“People oppose and fear the
unfamiliar,” Mr. Leno said in an
interview. “When grade-school stu-
dents understand the arc of the
L.G.B.T. movement over 40 years, that
otherness begins to dissipate. That's
desperately needed right now.”

Educators point to several
recently publicized suicides by gay
teenagers as evidence that anti-gay
bullying needs to be addressed head-
on, in part by integrating gay studies
into the curriculum. Political observers
believe that with Gov. Jerry Brown in
office, Mr. Leno’s legislation is likely to
become law. A similar measure passed
the Legislature in 2006 but was vetoed
by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger. The
Senate Education Committee is ex-
pected to take up the bill, the first of its
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TUCSON (Observer Update) - For
years members of the LGBTQ commu-
nity have had few options when seeking
professional help from behavioral health
counselors or mental health therapists.
It was hit or miss as to whether or not a
given therapist would be LGBTQ friendly
- and even more so if they would be able
to understand the special needs and
concerns of our community. Now all of
that has changed.

A new treatment option has
recently become available to Tucson’s
LGBTQ community through Cactus
Counseling Associates, PLLC. This
program is run by a professional
counselor who is also a member of the
community; the program is being called
the Alternatives Program.

Cactus Counseling has been
offering substance abuse treatment, as
well as a wide range of other behavioral
health services, to the general popula-
tion in Tucson for over 15 years. In the
past, members of the LGBTQ commu-
nity were generally mixed into the
general client population served by the
agency. The ability to offer homogenous
groups to the LGBTQ population is seen
as a giant leap forward in the quality of
behavioral health care available.

Kevin Wheeler M.A., the thera-
pist providing these services, had
difficulty hiding his excitement about the
Alternatives group. “This program has
been a goal of mine for years. To be able
to finally launch Alternatives is the end
product of years of investment of time
and energy. I've worked hard to develop
not only the program, but also the
relationships within the LGBTQ commu-
nity that have made this launch
possible.” Mr. Wheeler indicated that
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New Treatment Options For The Tucson LGBTQ Community

Cactus Counseling as an agency
has worked closely with Wingspan
and SAAF for years; however Matt
Lenertz, M.C., LAC - the agency’s
Clinical Director - credits Kevin with
much of the recent success. “Kevin
has put in literally hundreds of
hours, on many different levels of
this project, and has done a great
job in fostering relationships within
the LGBTQ community. We’'re
excited to finally have this thing off
the ground, and we’re determined to
see the program succeed and
expand.”

Whether an individual has
court-mandated Domestic Violence
or DUI counseling requirements,
presents with concerns around
substance abuse issues, or s
interested in receiving private
therapy for personal or mental
health concerns, the ability to
receive treatment services in an
environment where sexual prefer-
ence and gender identity are a non-
issue is truly ground-breaking. Mr.
Lenertz, with over 13 years at
Cactus Counseling, shared some of
his experiences attempting to treat
lesbian, gay and transgendered
clients in a “mixed group” setting.
“I've seen gay men who were court-
ordered to attend Domestic Vio-
lence counseling placed in a group
of men who were all there for
behaving abusively towards their
girlfriends or wives. While many of
the dynamics of relationship vio-
lence are identical regardless of
sexual orientation and gender is-
sues, the simple fact remains that
some of these men were not
comfortable, or even safe, disclos-
ing their sexual preference and

openly exploring their relationship dy-
namics in this setting. As a clinician, we
knew we weren’t able to serve these
client’s with the quality of care that is our
standard - but we simply had no other
options. Now, thanks to Kevin, we do.”

Similar issues are raised in the
substance abuse treatment realms, as
well as in individual therapy sessions.
While a straight counselor may attempt
to be empathetic and non-judgmental in
addressing the needs of LGBTQ clients,
the simple fact is a straight person
simply hasn’t been there. While this
doesn’t prevent them from offering
quality treatment services, it certainly is
not as appropriate as matching that
client with a counselor who has
addressed these issues personally.
Cactus Counseling has three members
of their professional staff who are
members of the LGBTQ community,
and attempts to match clients to
counselors with as much sensitivity to
gender identity and sexual preference
as they do towards issues of culture,
presenting problem, age and race.

To begin such a program
requires a level of commitment on the
part of a counselor and an agency that
simply hasn’t existed in Tucson in the
past. While Mr. Lenertz credits Kevin for
the drive and hours of commitment to
get the Alternatives program launched,
Kevin tactfully redirects attention to the
agency’s philosophy and openness to
new ideas and programs. “Cactus has
proven willing to try anything, if a
therapist can show that they’re qualified
to provide the service and that a need for
the service exists”, Kevin explained.
“That’s why we offer programs at Cactus
that no one else does. There’s a real
willingness to think and reach ‘outside
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the box’ that’s refreshing around here.”

Talking to the professionals at
Cactus is an interesting experience.
While they come to the table with
obvious experience and expertise,
they have a laid-back and honest
quality that puts one at ease. The
agency is committed to offering
professional quality behavioral health
treatments to individuals who don’t
have insurance and can’t afford
expensive sessions with Psycholo-
gists. Their niche is the regular
person. Mr. Lenertz said it simply, “The
paycheck to paycheck people are our
people. No one at Cactus came into
this field to get rich - we’re here
because we feel we have something to
offer others. We can offer quality care
at a very affordable rate to people who
otherwise simply wouldn’t, or couldn't,
get the help they need.”

Cactus Counseling Associ-
ates, PLLC is located in the La Placita
complex in downtown Tucson at Suite
#2070. They offer walk-in intake
sessions and free consultations Mon-
Thurs from 10:00am to 6:00pm, and
offer group counseling sessions until
8pm. They can be reached at
(520)798-3659 or online at
www.cactuscounselingplic.net.
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BY DAVID BADASH

Love, Marriage - and Hate

It was a week that began with a yawn, thanks to one of the most boring,
least gay, and least political Oscar shows in memory -then rapidly descended into
ugly days rife with hate speech and hate groups, free speech and lies, racism and
anti-semitism. And throughout it all, | kept having to remind myself that oddly, as
a writer chronicling the politics of equality, this is supposed to be all about love and
marriage.

In an historic first amendment free speech case, the Supreme Court this
week ruled that the “God Hates Fags” folks — also known as the Westboro Baptist
Church — have the right to picket at or near funerals and say anything they want,
including “God hates fags,” “Thank God for 9/11,” “Thank God for AIDS,” and “U R
going to hell.” (The Westboro Baptist Church may have the right to say whatever
they want, but since Anonymous took down their Internet sites almost two weeks
ago, they’re having issues saying it online. But have no fear; they are promising to
quadruple their anti-gay protesting.)

Just because no one likes what the “God Hates Fags” folks have to say,
they have the right to say it. As do you. In America, we pay a steep but necessary
price for free speech, even when it's hate speech. Compare that to Europe, where
those who practice hate speech pay a steep price for it. Especially anti-Semitic
speech. The gay, now-former head designer for Christian Dior, John Galliano,
was fired after saying in a bar last week, “I love Hitler” ... “People like you would be
dead. Your mothers, your forefathers would all be fucking gassed,” which was
reportedly followed by, “Dirty Jewish face, you should be dead .. F**king Asian
bastard, | will kill you.” Mr. Galliano has apologized, but is facing possible jail time
for his anti-Semitic hate speech.

Back in America, not facing jail time, but reportedly facing a $10 million
defamation lawsduit is anti-union, anti-left and anti-Islam blogger Pamela Geller,
and John Stemberger of the Florida Family Policy Council. Geller is now wearing
proudly a self-described “badge of honor” -the designation of her organization,
Stop Islamization of America, as a hate group, thanks to the good folks at the
Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC).

The lawsuit against Geller and Stemberger has motivated Stemberger to
join forces with none other than (“exploratory”) GOP presidential candidate, the
twice divorced, three-time married serial adulterer and anti-gay politician (and
Pope film maker!) Newt Gingrich, along with Southern Baptist ordained minister
and liar-about-anything-about-Obama, the devoutly anti-gay GOP presidential
aspirant Mike Huckabee. If that weren’t enough theocrats for you, joining them is
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the intensely homophobic gay-bubble fearing GOP possible presidential as pira r 1 ——————

Michele Bachmann.

Gingrich, Huckabee, Bachmann — along with Republican Governor Haley
Barbour, and Tony Perkins, president of the certified hate group the Family
Research Council (FRC), along with a cast of other extreme right-wing anti-gay
conservatives — are hosting a church-based fundraiser for Stemberger that
proclaims it will help you “Rediscover God in America.” Curiously, (perhaps
they’ve rediscovered God?), another anti-gay hate group this week actually
acknowledged that DOMA, the Defense of Marriage Act, is unconstitutional!

Pat Vaughn, general counsel for the American Family Association — a
certified hate group — who describes itself as “a Christian organization promoting
the biblical ethic of decency in American society with primary emphasis on TV and
other media,” said, “the Defense of Marriage Act is probably unconstitutional,
particularly ... if you attempt to apply it so that to say that a marriage conducted in
one state is not in effect in another. That clearly violates the Constitution.”
Hallelujah!

But guess who’s not saying DOMA is unconstitutional? That'’s right, liar-
about-anything-about-Obama, the devoutly anti-gay GOP presidential aspirant
Mike Huckabee, and GOP possible presidential aspirant, the former reality TV
show star, former Republican Vice Presidential candidate, former Alaska
Governor, former chair of the Alaska Oil and Gas Conservation Commission,
former Mayor of Wasilla, Alaska, former “Miss Congeniality,” (seriously,) former
sportscaster, and former head of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Sarah Palin.

Not only did Huckabee lie about Obama growing up in Kenya (he did not,)
surrounded by Madrasas (he was not,) he, along with Sarah Palin, lied about then-
presidential candidate Barack Obama’s stance on DOMA.

Obama, who last month announced he will enforce — but no longer defend
— DOMA in court, has been consistent (except for that 1996 letter in which he
claimed to support marriage equality,) in his position on DOMA, including in
August 2007, when Obama campaign spokesman Ben LaBolt said, “He supports
the complete repeal of DOMA which is the same position he has held since early
2004.”

But Palin told NOM’s Maggie Gallagher this week, “It's appalling, but not
surprising that the President has flip-flopped on yet another issue from his stated
position as a candidate to a seemingly opposite position once he was elected.”

And Huckabee last month said Obama “himself didn’t take this position
[against DOMA] when he ran for president. | think if he had, he wouldn’t be
president,” adding, "l think he owes the people of America an explanation - was he
being disingenuous and dishonest then, is he being dishonest now, or did he

change his view and if he did, when and why?” Um, no. Just no.

You know who else lied about Obama’s DOMA position? Pat Vaughn,
general counsel for the American Family Association, who clearly said Obama
“lied to people [about DOMA] when he ran.”

As | said in the beginning, this week has been filled with ugly days.
And anti-Semitism. And charges of it. (And don’t get me started on Charlie
Sheen!). Earlier this week, celebrated Russian gay activist Nikolai Alekseev
came to America to discuss, all across the country, the state of the LGBT
equality movement in Russia. Alekseev is best-known for suing for, and
winning, the right to hold gay pride parades in Moscow. But a discredited
detractor claimed that Alekseev made comments that could be seen as anti-
Semitic.

(You can see Alekseev deny the charges in a speech he made at
Columbia University in New York City this week, and hear his interview with
veteran writer and radio host Michelangelo Signorile.) Anti-Semitism, like
racism, is ugly, and an ugly charge if not true, and all deserve to be examined
and discussed.

But the folks on the West Coast who were sponsoring Alekseev’s trip
didn’t want much of a discussion, and canceled his appearances. Long story
short, Alekseev denied the charges several times. And probably isn’t too keen
on some of his American counterparts now. Just when you thought the
marriage equality debate in Maryland was over, and the House was ready to
vote (the Senate already did, and this should be the final step,) one Maryland
state delegate, Sam Arora, flip-flopped his position on marriage equality.
Arora ran on a platform of full equality, and took a lot of money from the LGBT
community. Needless to say, they were non-too pleased, and this became a
national event.

Fortunately, Arora at the last minute has changed his mind. A bit. He
now says he will vote for the bill, but wants a public referendum on marriage
equality in Maryland. (For the record, civil rights are inalienable. No one
should ever be allowed to vote on your rights.) But before Arora switched
back, NOM’s Maggie Gallagher got into the mix. And played the race card.
Maggie claims she did not mean anything racist. You'll have to decide for
yourself.

In response to an op-ed by veteran Washington Post columnist
Jonathan Capehart, Maggie wrote, “I have two reactions to reading this WaPo
columnist’'s comments. “First, if Sam Arora is wavering under this media
firestorm, he must be hearing from hundreds of constituents who do not want

CoONTINUED ON PAGE SEVEN
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by Jack Melichar

Lost In Yonkers by Neil Simon

This spring Arizona Theatre
Company journeys back to Yonkers,
New York in 1942, and into Neil
Simon’s masterwork, LOST IN YON-
KERS. This is the forth instaliment of
ATC’s American plays celebrating The
Great American Stories Series. The
play garnered the Pulitzer Prize and
the Tony Award for Best Play for Simon

“Neil Simon is at his best in
LOST IN YONKERS, writing a tale that
combines the delightful humor and
surprising pathos in this story of a
multi-generational family who struggles
to find room to breathe under the
oppression of a strong-willed matriarch
with eyes in the back of her head,” said
Director Samantha K. Wyer. “Simon
draws the audience into the world of
the play effortlessly, and soon the
family’s dreams for the future become
out own as we cheer for them to
triumph.”

Two young boys, Arty a
thirteen and a half year old played by
Maxx Carlisle-King and Jay not quite
sixteen played by Ryan Deluca, are
children who, as the play opens
discover that they are about to spend
the longest year of their lives.

In order to pay off the debts he
accrued while the boys’ mother was
sick and dying, their father Eddie
(Spencer Rowe) leaves them with their
Grandmother Kurnitz while he travels
the country selling scrap iron for the
war effort. Grandma Kurnitz is a no-
nonsense, tough-as nails German-
Jewish immigrant who wants nothing
to do with having two teenage boys in
her house. Despite the fact that she
runs a candy store, Grandma Kurnitz’
patience for children is non-existent.
Her goal to - toughen up the boys -
clashes with their Aunt Bella’s (Kate
Goehring) desire to shower them with
attention..and ice cream. And Aunt
Bella has some surprises of her own
that threaten to upset the delicate

peace in the precariously-balanced
household.

When Uncle Louie (Preston
Maybank) arrives, with a gun and a
mysterious black bag, the boys learn
life lessons about family, love and
responsibility that will stay with them
for the rest of their days.

The entire cast does an
excellent job of bringing the play to life.
However, Judy Kaye who plays
Grandma Kurnitz needs to be singled
out. She skillfully and believably
portrays her character as a 100%
gold-plated bitch. She shows no
emotion except the desire to control
the family until the last scene of the
play. She is so believable that more
than once | found myself with the
overpowering urge to reach out and
wring her neck. Great job Ms Kaye.
And a great job and “thank you” to the
rest of the cast!

The play runs through March
19 atthe Temple of Music and Art-330
South Scott Ave. Call 520-622-2823
far ticket information or go online to
ARIZONATHEATRE.ORG.

Of special interest are two
additional presentations by ATC - a
1940’s Family Fun Fair : RED, WHITE
and YONKERS! Saturday March 19 -
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM at the Temple of
Music and Art. It is FREE TO THE
PUBLIC! Come and enjoy.

The next item of interest is
Sex and the Second City. From the
comedy empire that gave us such
comedy giants as Tina Fey, Steven
Colbert, Bill Murray, John Belushi and
Gilda Radner to name a few comes a
new romp about search for love in the
digital age.

It will be at the Temple of
Music and Art March 23-27. This is
another show that is not to be missed.

Clashes Pit
Parents vs. Gay-Friendly

Curriculums

CONTINUED FROM PAGE Two

kind in the country, this spring.
Conservative groups have promised to
fight the Leno bill.

“These controversial issues
don’t belong in the classroom, no
matter how many times people vote on
marriage,” said Karen England, a
member of the State Central Commit-
tee of the California Republican Party.
“The homosexual activists have re-
peatedly been pushing for more and
more in sexual curriculum when our
kids can’t read or write.” For parents
like those who attended the Vallejo
board meeting in November, it is a
question of their right to control their
children’s education. State law does
not allow parents to remove their
children from particular lessons that
are part of a set curriculum.

At the meeting, a mother
angrily waved a crossword puzzle
assigned her 9-year old daughter that
included the word “lesbian.” (The clue:
“Two women who love each other in a
romantic way.”)

In Schools

The parents were backed by
Pastor P. Daniels Jefferson, the
popular leader of the Vallejo Faith
Organization, an influential evangeli-
cal Christian umbrella group. Mr.
Jefferson said that while he opposed
bullying, Vallejo’s Christians felt that
their voice was being suppressed.
“When you call us haters, or bigoted,
or unintelligent because we believe in
God’s word,” Mr. Jefferson said,
“that’s hate, that’s bigotry.”

Mr. Jefferson said Mr. Leno’s
bill was another step in what he
labeled a long-running gay political
agenda to “queer” the schools. He
called the next 20 years the “most
critical” period in the state’s debate
over gay rights. “Today’s children are
tomorrow’s voters,” Mr. Jefferson
said, “and, believe me, nobody’s
stupid. People know that.”

In 2008, some of the most
powerful television advertisements
broadcast by the campaign for
Proposition 8, the California ban on
same-sex marriage, evoked images of
children’s being taught same-sex
marriage in school without parental
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knowledge. Despite its reputation as a
bastion of gay-friendliness — or perhaps
because of it — the Bay Area has
emerged as a focal point in the gay
education debate. In Alameda, a group
of parents sued the school district in
2009 after discovering that their children
were reading “And Tango Makes Three”
— a book about two male penguins
raising a young penguin — as a part of a
pro-tolerance lesson. District officials
said they introduced the lesson after
grade-school children were heard using
gay slurs in the hallways.

The San Francisco Unified
School District has what some consider
the most gay-friendly curriculum in the
country, publishing general guidelines to
help teachers teach words like “gay” and
“heterosexual,” beginning in kindergar-
ten. But beyond the general guidelines,
there can often be distinctly different
approaches from school to school.

Jenn Bowman, a world history
teacher at Mission High School, said
colleagues at her former school,
Roosevelt Middle School, questioned
whether it was appropriate for her to let
her students know she is gay. The
atmosphere is altogether different at
Mission High, Ms. Bowman said, where
Gay Pride Month is celebrated exuber-
antly with schoolwide assemblies. There
is a large drag show each year, in which
the principal is usually the star. Ms.
Bowman thinks it is appropriate to teach
gay history. “Right here, in the class-
room, is totally where it needs to start,”
she said.

Across the country, educators
say that pro-tolerance curriculums, as
well as open discussions of homosexu-
ality in the classroom, have grown much
more prevalent in the last 15 years.
When Groundspark, a San Francisco
firm that produced the videos that Vallejo

parents objected to, created its first
film, “It's Elementary — Talking About
Gay lIssues in School,” in the mid-
1990s, the producers struggled to
find a handful of schools where
teachers were teaching about les-
bian and gay families. The film
caused an uproar when it was shown
on public television in 1999, said
Debra Chasnoff, the producer.

Today, the company re-
ceives orders from more than 4,000
schools and school districts, from
Huntsville, Ala., to Oshkosh, Wis.;
from Stockholm to Tokyo. In 1998,
when Carolyn Laub founded the
Gay-Straight Alliance Network, a co-
sponsor of Mr. Leno’s bill, the
organization consisted of member
clubs at 40 schools. Now there are
4,000 clubs nationwide, Ms. Laub
said.

Some students said that if it
were not for the school lessons, their
parents would most likely not raise
issues regarding their gay peers. ‘|
don’t think we’d talk about it,” said
Lorenz Mateo, a 16-year-old junior at
Bethel High in Vallejo. “It'd be mad
awkward.” Other students said that
while they doubted that the
Groundspark films would change
behavior in the hallways, where
“‘gay” is often an interchangeable
synonym for “dumb,” watching them
left an impression nonetheless.

‘I know | say those things,”
said Julian Rodriguez, a 16-year-old
Bethel junior. “But it makes you think.
It puts that thing in the back of your

head.”
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BUZZ - BUZZ - BUZZ - BUZZ --
BUZZ - FLASHES

Those walking around the halls of Congress afternoon have been treated
to a peculiar sighting as Former Senator Larry Craig (R-ldaho), long ago
disgraced in the “toe tapping, wide stance” bathroom scandal and two-years
removed from office, rode the subway that runs beneath the Capitol.

He was, he said, “making the rounds” to see former Senate colleagues.
From which CNN reported that the Idaho Republican was now a lobbyist, free to
talk shop with Congress members after waiting through a cooling off period. ...

Donald Trump, currently considering a possible run for the White House
next year, has apparently told the Des Moines Register that gay couples should
not be allowed marriage equality. In response to a question on his position on
marriage equality, Trump said “They should not be able to marry.”

In other questions regarding the rights of the LGBT community, Trump
indicated that he had not come to a “fully formed” opinion on extending medical
and civil benefits to gay couples, but he did say “At of this moment, | would say no
and no.” Trump, who is currently on his third marriage, clearly enjoys his own
access to marriage rights and is content that the LGBT community be denied
those same rights and privileges. ...

“As long as we rule the country, gay marriages will never be on a par with
traditional families”, stated Silvio Berlusconi, the Italian Prime Minister.
]
Speaking at a conference for Christian-reformists, the Prime Minister
also went on to say that “as long as we are in charge, there will never be a
possibility for gay singles nor gay couples to adopt.” . .

Be Gay - Get Out Of Jury Duty

NEW YORK (Observer Update) - A gay man was excused from jury duty in
New York last week because he said that discrimination against gays makes him
a second-class citizen and therefore he couldn’t be impartial, reported
advocate.com.

Jonathan D. Lovitz, an actor, model, and singer who will be on Logo’s
upcoming show Setup Squad, wrote on his Facebook page, “I raised my hand
and said, ‘Since | can’t get married or adopt a child in the state of New York, | can’t
possibly be an impartial judge of a citizen when | am considered a second class
citizen in the eyes of the justice system.”

“‘And he got off the case!” reported Village Voice columnist Michael
Musto. “And that’s how the new phenomenon of ‘jury duty blocking’ was born.”

New York party promoter and blogger Justin Luke encourages others to
use the strategy.

After 40 Years, It’s Time To Marry

LOS ANGELES (Observer Update) - A gay couple who have been together
for four decades say they want to get married before it’s too late for them, reported
advocate.com.

Californians Derence Kerneck and Ed Watson met at Cal Polytechnic
University and have been together ever since. They are especially eager to get
married now that Watson has been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease and his
abilities are deteriorating. They spoke in a video for the Courage Campaign’s
Equality on Trial initiative about their life together.

“We want to have that service as soon as we can, and hope the supreme
court won'’t dilly-dally on it because Ed wants to be able to remember the service
and remember the commitments,” Kerneck said of his partner.
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AFTER 40 YEARS, DERENCE KERNECK AND ED WATSON WANT TO GET MARRIED

Frank Predicts Equality In His
Lifetime

WASHINGTON, DC (Observer Update) - Rep. Barney Frank, the longest-
serving openly gay member of Congress, predicted that the United States could
see an end to legal discrimination against LGBT people in his lifetime, reports
advocate.com.

According to Reuters, Frank spoke of being on the verge of “major
breakthroughs” at the Reuters Future Face of Finance Summit.

“He pointed to President Barack Obama’s decision last month to stop
defending a law that defines marriage as being between a man and a woman,
and a vote by Congress that will lead to an end of the ban on gays serving openly
in the military,” reports Reuters.

The Massachusetts congressman, who is 70 years old, said, “l can
foresee now an end to legal inequality based on sexual orientation and gender
equality some time in my lifetime.”

Frank was first elected to the House in 1980 and came out in 1987. The
Democrat plans to seek a 17th term next year and write a book on the history of
LGBT rights once he retires, reports Reuters.

Church Acquits Gay Minister
Who Married Partner

BLOOMINGTON (Observer Update) - A panel of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) has acquitted a minister who was accused of violating the
denomination’s constitution by legally marrying his male partner, reported
365Gay.com.

The church judicial commission split 3-3 on the charge against the Rev.
Erwin Barron, who is under the jurisdiction of the Presbytery of the Twin Cities
Area, but now works as a college professor in San Francisco.

A two-thirds vote was required for conviction, which could have led the
denomination to revoke Barron’s clergy credentials. An appeal is likely.

The church constitution requires celibacy for clergy who aren’t married
to a member of the opposite sex. Barron and his partner, Roland Abellano,
married in September 2008 in California, during the short period when gay
marriage was legal in the state.

The trial grew from a complaint by an elder at a Minnesota church. The
Star Tribune of Minneapolis reported that neither side would name the accuser.

Douglas J. Newman, PC.

ATTORNEY AT LAW

Corporations - Limited Liability Companies - General Business
Wills - Truss - Estate & Estate Tax Planning - Probate

2650 North Country Club Road - Tucson, Arizona 85716

Phone 520-325-2053 - Fax 520-325-2274 - dougnewmanlaw.com
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COMMENTARY. . ..

CONTINUED FROM PAGE Four

him to vote for gay marriage. Secondly, as someone married to an Indian-
American, | find it interesting that the gay marriage machine appears to be re-
focusing its attacks from Black Democrats who oppose gay marriage to an easier
target: Indian-Americans.”

Now, who knew (I certainly hadn’t) but it seems that Arora is Indian-
American. What difference that makes on anything is unknown to me. Not did |
know anyone was attacking Black Democrats. Nor did | know there was a “gay
marriage machine.” (Where does one buy that?)

This entire situation came to light when well-known columnist, LGBT
activist, and Media Matters guy Karl Frisch - who happens to be a friend of Arora
- wrote an open letter demanding his campaign contribution back.

Evidently, a very effective tactic, especially when it’s that personal.

Others followed. Many others. And then word got out and comments on
Arora’s Facebook page went into overdrive.

As I've said, it's been an ugly week. But change is sometimes ugly.
Battles can be ugly.

Butit’s all for a good cause. Love, and marriage. And the civil right to have
both. Whatever bumps we feel along the way, no other reward, no other success,
will be as sweet.

(David Badash is the founder and editor of The New Civil Rights
Movement. This article is reprinted from 365Gay.com.)
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COMMUNITY BARS

1. THE BIZ, 2900 E. Broadway

318-4838
2. IBT’S, 616 N. 4™ Ave.
882-3053
3. VENTURE-N
1239 N. 6" Ave. 882-8224
5. WOODY’S

3710 N. Oracle Rd 292-6702

6. COYOTE MOON PUB
915 W. Prince Rd. 293-7339

7. BRODIE’S TAVERN
2449 N. Stone 622-0447

8. COLORS FOOD & SPIRITS
5305 E. Speedway 323-1840

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

A. MCC - METROPOLITAN
COMMUNITY CHURCH
3269 N. Mountain ~ 622-9151
B. CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIP
2902 N. Geronimo 622-4626
D. WINGSPAN
430 E. 7" Street 624-1779
E. S.A.A.F (Southern Arizona
AIDS Foundation) 375 S. Euclid
628-7223
G. TIHAN (Tucson Interfaith
HIV-AIDS Network)
1011 N Craycroft  299-6647
H. EON YOUTH CENTER
620-6245
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TUCSON RESOURCES - TUCSON RESOURCES - TUCSON RESOURCES

WORDS UNLIMITED
Writing, Editing, Ghosting

Everything from ghosting your
memoirs to polishing your screenplay.
Free initial consultation.

Write to Box 85571
Tucson. AZ 85754

O.

RICHMUSZYNSKI

LICENSED FSYCHOLOGIST

520.904.7045 Phone | 5954 E. Pima, Suite 130

E20.298 8157 Fax | Tucsoen, AL 85712

520-615-643620-615-643620-615-643620-615-
643620-615-6436

P. O. Box13312
Tucson, AZ 85732

www.tucsonglbtchamber.org

info@tucsonglbtchamber.org
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Scene at SAAF's Benefit 'MODA Provocateur'Last Sunday

(If you missed this event this year; get your reservations in for next year for sure)

PHOTOS BY BILL MORROW
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Poet's Corner

JOLLY ROGER
by Ron Rose - Tucson

They called him Jolly Roger
Me thinks that he was Gay
Raised his pinkie drinking orange juice
In the proper British Way
When singing “Rule Brittania”
In a voice a little high.

He took his laundered hankie
And then began to cry. His
proper British partner Sang
each verse with pride, A
proper British partner

A royal and faithful bride.

|
The Way | Saw It. . .by Gary Clark

NOTE: Before his untimely death, Gary Clark had worked on this
newspaper for nearly 40 years as graphic artist and Entertainment Editor. Part
of his heritage was producing a weekly humorous drawing of life ‘as he saw it’. It
is amazing that most of these drawings are as funny and entertaining today as
they were in past years. We have decided to open the ‘vaults’ on these faultless

viewpoints. Enjoy!

Ohio Anti-Labor Bill
Goes Anti-Gay

COLUMBUS (Observer Update) - Ohio lawmakers are making headlines
with a much-discussed bill challenging labor unions, but Think Progress has
uncovered an antigay section of the bill defining marriage as being between a
man and a woman, reports advocate.com.

From Sec. 3101.01 of the bill, via Towleroad.com: “A marriage may only
be entered into by one man and one woman. Any marriage between persons of
the same sex is against the strong public policy of this state. Any marriage
between persons of the same sex shall have no legal force or effect in this state
and, if attempted to be entered into in this state, is void ab initio and shall not be
recognized by this state. The recognition or extension by the state of the specific
statutory benefits of a legal marriage to non-marital relationships between
persons of the same sex or different sexes is against the strong public policy of
this state. Any public act, record or judicial proceeding of this state, as defined in
section 9.82 of the Revised Code, that extends the specific statutory benefits of
legal marriage to non-marital relationships between persons of the same sex or
different sexes is void.”

Ohio has already banned marriage equality, which Think Progress’s
Zaid Jilani says makes this language “either redundant and spiteful or aimed at
preventing the recognition of equal benefits to same-sex couples by means other
than marriage.”
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CLASSIFIED ADS ARE 25¢ PER WORD, $5.00 MINIMUM

MASSAGE

MATURE MASSEUR offers pain
relief, stress relief massage.  Quiet
setting, professional table. 10 years
experience. Near downtown and UofA.
$50/hour. 9am - 9pm daily. Dick. New
phone 520-388-0613. 1388

FOR RENT

1 Bed Studio, tile floors, air
conditioning, cable, phone hook-up,
on bus line. One Person. $400.00
includes all utilities. Gay Friendly.
293-918 pr 247-8268.

1388

Awesome Experience Tantric
sensual MASSAGE. - Ecstatic Playful
Sessions! A TRUE healing experience
I Creating a sacred space, for men.
Marc - 881-4582, call 8 AM - 8 PM -
Touching men with passion since 1981

1386

GREAT MASSAGE. Full body
massage by a man for men of all ages.
$50 1t hour. In or out calls. N/W are
(Oro Valley) 7:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Privacy assured. Call Mike 440-5818.
1383
|

Mexico City Hosts
700 Gay Weddings

MEXICO CITY (Observer Update) - Lol kin Castaneda (right) and partner
Judith Vazquez, showing their wedding dresses, were among 700 same-sex
couples married in Mexico City in the first year of legal recognition for such unions.

Seven hundred same-sex couples have married in Mexico City in the first
year such unions have been legally recognized, the Associated Press reports.

Since the city’s marriage equality law went into effect March 4, 2010, 367
male couples and 333 female ones have wed, the city government announced
Friday. Seventy-three foreigners were among those married, the rest Mexican
citizens. Nine of those married were between the ages of 71 and 90.
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SUNDAY

THE BIZ - Closed Sunday , Monday, Tuesday

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Happy Hour 10am -
8pm.

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 11am. Beer Bust
Sunday - $1 draft beers (12 o0z), domestic only; $2.25
domestic long necks. Hair of dog special $1.50 well bloody
mary, screwdriver,,Cape Cod, salty dog or margarita.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm $2 Well
or Domestic Beer. Karaoke on the Patio 4-8:30pm. Burger
BBQ 5-8pm + $1 pint draft. 9pm-close Karaoke inside with
Troy & $1.50 Well or Domestic Beer, $2.50 Call or
Premium Beer. DJ Hurricane on the Patio.

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am. Beer specials and
Trailer Trash Martini’s All Day. Check our Ad for Special
Events or Parties

MONDAY

THE BIZ - Closed Mondays

BRODIES - Open 10am-2am. Happy Hour10am
- 8pm.
COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 8pm.- 1am

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm $2 Well
or Domestic Beer. 8pm-close $5 Scratch Long lIsland
Varieties.  9pm-close DJ Hurricane with “All Request
Music”.

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am. Service Industry
Night - Employee prices all day..

TUESDAY

THE BIZ - Closed Tuesdays

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am.Happy Hour 10am-
8pm

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 4pm - 1am. Happy
Hour 4-8. $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints. Girlz
Nite .75 for your favorite well drink or domestic drafts 6-
8pm. Ladies only Texas Hold ‘Em Poker 6 p.m. Y-Not
Karaoke with Anna at 8pm. - Drink specials during karaoke
$1 Michelob Ultra or Bud Light.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2 Well
or Domestic Beer.  8pm-close “2’sDay” - $2 Well or
Domestic Beer. DJ Q 9pm-close.

WOODY'’S - Open 11am- 2am. 2-4-1 Night

WEDNESDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. Happy Hour 5-9pm (2 for
1). College Night 18 & Over. Drink & Shot specials every
half hour.

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Happy Hour 10am-
8pm

COYOTE MOON PUB -Open 4pm - 1am. Happy
Hour All Day $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints,
$3.50 sm. Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Pitchers. Boyz Night - .75 for
your favorite well drink or domestic draft beer for men 6-
8pm. Karaoke with Anna at 8pm drink specials during
karaoke $1 Michelob Ultra or Bud Light..

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2 Well
or Domestics.. 11pm - -close “Reverse Happy Hour”.

WOODY'’S - Open 11am-2am;. Happy Hour Prices
all day.

THURSDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. Happy Hour 5-9pm. 2
for 1 All Night Long.. Karaoke 9pm. Come out and play.

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Happy Hour 10am -
8pm.

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 4pm.- lam. Happy
Hour 4 - 8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints,
$3.50 sm. Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Pitcher. Latin Thursday: Latin
music 8pm to close. $2,50 well margaritas. $3 Mexican
beers, $3.50 Jose Cuervo.

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2 Well
or Domestics. 10pm-close “Boyz Nite Out” w/Bartenders
in their underwear. DJ Hurricane spinning Top 40 & DJ
Mike Lopez on the patio. $1.75 Long Island, $1.50
Tequila Shots, $3 Skyy Cape Cods and $4 Skyy Cosmos.

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am; Free pool and
Happy Hour prices all day.
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FRIDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. Happy Hour 5-9 pm (2
for1) Latino Night. $2 Tequila, $1.50 Tecate. $5 Buckets of
Beer.

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Happy Hour
10am-8pm. Karaoke 9pm.

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 4pm. Happy Hour 3 - 8
pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints. $3.50 Sm.
Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Pitcher. Shots shot specials 8-close..
Dance lessons with Lawrence at 7pm $5 per person,
Country Dancing 8:30 p.m. to close with DJ Pat.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2 Well
or Domestics. 9pm -close DJ Hurricane inside. 10pm-close
DJ Mike Lopez with “I'm a Sexy Bitch Night” on the patio.

WOODY'’S - Open 11am-2am; Happy Hour 11am-
8pm (excl spec events). Full Menu Kitchen open 11am-
11pm Back Pocket Patio Bar open 5pm-close. Enjoy the
Live vocals and piano stylings of Susan Artemis 6-9pm.
Tori Steele Show 10pm

SATURDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm - 2am. $10 and drink for
pennies. All night long.

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Happy Hour 10am -
8pm.
COYOTE MOON PUB - Open at 2pm. Happy Hour 2-
8pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints. $3.50 sm.
Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Plus check out the bartenders choice of
shot specials. $5.00 cheeseburger & fries OR two chicken
tenders & fries. Check our calendar for the Saturday Night

Special Entertainment.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2 Well
or Domestics. 5-8pm Karaoke on the patio $1Draft Pints.
9pm “Saturday Starrlett’'s” w/Bunny FuFu & Janee Starr.
After the show, DJ Q spinning inside & 10pm-close, DJ Mike

Lopez with the “Party on the Patio”.

WOODY'’S - Open 11am-2am; Happy Hour 10am-
8pm (excl spec events); Full Menu Kitchen open11am-
11pm..
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CHILL WITH A
SUMMER
MASSAGE

Starting @ $49.00
Outcall only 24/7

Friendly & Courteous Guy
TONY 520-390-0330
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LGBT Groups Remain Strong
Despite Decreased Revenue

NEW YORK (Observer Update) -
A new study on the financial health of
the nation’s LGBT organizations finds
“strong operating efficiency” despite a
double-digit downturn in 2009 funding
and a low percentage of gay individu-
als who donate to such advocacy,
legal, and issue-based groups, re-
ported advocate.com.

The report, released by the
Movement Advancement Project and
based on the financial data of 39
organizations including the Human
Rights Campaign, Lambda Legal, and
the National Gay and Lesbian Task
Force, found a 20% drop in 2009
revenue ($161.3 million) compared to
2008 levels ($202.7 million). The
organizations participating represent
69% of the budgets of the nation’s
LGBT advocacy and social justice
groups.

Though fund-raising in 2009,
a non-election year marked by an
economic downturn, would perhaps
be expected to experience a year-
over-year decrease, the report found
that overall estimated expenses in
2010 for the groups analyzed have
dropped below 2006 levels. Moreover,
less than 4% of LGBT individuals gave
$35 or more to gay groups in 2009 —
an aggressive estimate, researchers

said, in part because donor overlap
likely exists between organizations.

“We've seen a tremendous
amount of progress in the last week
and the last couple of years [in LGBT
rights gains], but we’re also facing a
political climate where change will
be more difficult,” said MAP execu-
tive director Ineke Mushovic. “Bot-
tom line, if we want to continue to
advance equality and to resist
opponents’ efforts to pull back those
advances, we really do need to give
to LGBT organizations.”

The disparity in funding
between LGBT groups and antigay
organizations is indeed stark: Com-
bined 2009 expenses of the groups
surveyed — $165.6 million — repre-
sents just half of the total annual
expenses of the 10 largest groups
working to undermine LGBT equality
advancements that same year,
groups including the Heritage Foun-
dation and the Alliance Defense
Fund.

But the study also found that
the financial health of LGBT organi-
zations generally remains strong.
Stability indicators include a health
liquidity ratio and steady cash and

net assets.

White House To Hold Anti-Bullying
Conference

WASHINGTON, DC (Observer
Update) - President Barack Obama
will host a White House conference on

preventing bullying, reports
365Gay.com.

The White House says the
conference will bring together stu-
dents, parents and educators to
discuss ways to end bullying and
make schools safer for students.

Aides say this is a personal
issue for both the president and his
wife, Michelle Obama. The president
taped a message for the “It Gets
Better Campaign” last fall following
the deaths of several young people
who were bullied for being gay.

Obama said at the time that
it was important to dispel the notion
that bullying is an inevitable part of
growing up.

LGBT Law Program Draws 200

CHICAGO (Observer Update) - -
Kent College of Law’s first LGBT civil
rights conference drew a larger-than-
expected attendance of 200 people,
the Chicago Tribune reports.

“We thought maybe we’d
have a panel or two, not much more,”
William Lopez, copresident of the law
school’s LGBT student organization,
told the Tribune.

The daylong series of pro-
grams dealt with issues such as the

repeal of “don’t ask, don’t tell” and
the legal and medical challenges
facing transgender people in Chi-
cago. Many of those attending were
lawyers, reports advocate.com.
Workers’ compensation attorney
James Nawrocki said the atten-
dance by lawyers indicates a
growing openness to addressing the
concerns of LGBT people. “People
don’t have to live in the shadows
anymore when it comes to their

sexuality,” he said.
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