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AGRA Road Runner Regional
Rodeo Feb. 18 - 20

PHOENIX (Observer Update) -
Howdy partners and welcome to
Arizona’s official Gay Rodeo Associa-
tion (AGRA) 2011 RoadRunner Re-
gional Rodeo, Feb 18 - 20, at Rawhide
the Wildhorse Pass at the Gila River
Indian community.

It's going to be a great rodeo
with fun, games and thrills for all. Ticket
prices are $15 per day, Saturday and
Sunday or you can purchase a 2 day
pass for only $25.

AGRA and the Rodeo are proud
sponsors of many charities, including
PFLAG-Phoenix, TIHAN, Phoenix’s
Community Church of Hope and others.

Things were shaking in Phoenix
as early as 1982, when a small group
traveled to the Reno rodeo and Tish
Tanner won the title of Miss Reno
National Gay Rodeo. Arizona came to
life in the fall of 1984 when John decided
to open a second Charlie’s in Phoenix.

The bar opened in early November
and since John and Kenny Cunitz lived
and breathed rodeo, it was only a
matter of weeks before the Arizona
Gay Rodeo Association (AGRA)
formed.

In December 1984 the new
group targeted January of 1986 for
their first rodeo. Arizona became the
fifth state to host a gay rodeo and the
event took place in the most unique
arena facility on the south side of
Phoenix: a Mexican Charro rodeo
arena with an attached dance hall
known as the Corona Ranch. AGRA is
proud to be one of the 5 founding
members of the International Gay
Rodeo Association (IGRA) and privi-
leged to hold the Arizona heat for the
International Rodeo league.  Since
then. the story continues...

For more information, go
online to agra-phx.com.

Pentagon Releases DADT
Repeal Plans

PENTAGON (Observer Update) -
The Pentagon has finalized its plans to
repeal the policy barring gay and
lesbian troops from serving openly in
the military, releasing the months-long
plan, reports advocate.com.

Alexander Nicholson, execu-
tive director of Servicemembers United,
said in a statement that the plan is a
“‘comprehensive and deliberate path” to
repeal the ban. He added, “In typical
military fashion, the plan is quite
thorough and some steps may seem
unnecessary or redundant, but overall
we believe this plan continues to show a
good faith effort on the part of the
Department of Defense to swiftly move
forward with training, certification, and
repeal.”

As reported earlier, the training
process will occur in three tiers: first
military chaplains, lawyers, and civilian
public affairs officers, then commanding
officers, and finally rank and file troops.
The outline released Friday shows more
information about a comprehensive
effort, with constant updates being sent
to President Barack Obama, Secretary

of Defense Robert Gates, and Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Adm.
Michael Mullen, among others. The
progress reports from a Repeal
Implementation Team will begin on
March 1.

The plan also shows that the
team will monitor and enforce the
repeal after it is certified.

The Navy released their time-
table on training, announcing it will
finish training all of its members on the
repeal of “don’t ask, don't tell” by June
30. Leaders from each of the military
branches submitted their training
plans to the Pentagon Friday, but the
Navy made its plans public, The
Washington Post reports.

Each branch is required to
train their personnel in three top-down
intervals: first military chaplains, law-
yers, and civilian public affairs officers,
then commanding officers, and finally
rank and file troops. April 30 is the goal
date to finish commander training, and
then rank-and-file sailors should be
done with their training by June 30.

Obama Urged To Sign G/L Protections
Order Tied To DADT Repeal

WASHINGTON, DC (Observer
Update) - Gay rights advocates are
calling on President Obama to sign an
executive order to coincide with
repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” that
would ban discrimination in the
military based on sexual orientation
and gender identity.

Congress approved in De-
cember and the president signed
legislation that ends the military’s 17-
year-old ban on open gay and
bisexual service.

But the policy won’t end until
60 days after top Pentagon officials
and the president agree that the
military is ready for the change. The
Pentagon has said it expects to lift the
policy this year. In a letter addressed
to Obama, Servicemembers Legal
Defense Network (SLDN), which
lobbied for repeal of the law, urged
the president to protect LGBT troops.

“We ... call on you to show the
leadership of President Truman did
when he issued an Executive Order
banning racial discrimination in the
armed services and to issue an
Executive Order prohibiting discrimi-
nation in the armed services based on
sexual orientation and gender identity
to be effective on the date of repeal of
‘Don’'t Ask, Don’t Tell,” the Iletter,
signed by SLDN Executive Director
Aubrey Sarvis, says.

Sarvis added in a statement:
“Signing legislation that allows for
repeal of ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’ was a
necessary first step, but it is not
sufficient for ensuring equality in the
military.”

Pentagon officials have said
they expect to implement few policy
changes to accommodate for the end
of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.”

Arizona Wants Court To Let State To
Stop Providing Insurance For G/L

Workers’

PHOENIX (Observer Update) -
Attorneys for the state will ask a
federal appeals court to let it stop
providing insurance benefits for the
partners of gay workers. Assistant
Attorney General Charles Grube
contends that U.S. District Judge
John Sedwick was wrong in issuing
an injunction last year barring the
state from altering its benefits pack-
age.

That ruling requires Arizona
to keep funding the coverage until
there is a final ruling, something that
could take years. State lawmakers
voted to end the benefits as a method
of saving money. Grube said that, in
deciding whether to issue an injunc-
tion, Sedwick was required to con-
sider not only the claims of harm to
the people losing the benefits but also
the harm to the state of being required
to maintain them. But Grube said

Partners

Sedwick was “explicitly dismissive” of
evidence presented by the state about
the cost burden on taxpayers of
continuing to provide coverage.

Conversely, Grube said
Sedwick gave too much credibility to
what he said are little more than
unproven allegations by those chal-
lenging the law. Arizona provides
benefits to the dependents of its state
and university employees. But prior to
2008, that did not include the domestic
partners of its single workers.

That year, at the behest of
then-Gov. Janet Napolitano, the De-
partment of Administration administra-
tively altered the rules to redefine who
is a dependent. Napolitano, a Demo-
crat, resigned in early 2009 to become
Homeland Security chief in the Obama
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Ben’s Bell’s
Recipients For
Work In LGBT

Community

TUCSON (Observer Update) -
The recipients of the Ben’s Bell are
Kathy and Ray Green, The husband
and wife were nominated by former
Tucsonan Jessica Knutson, who met
the couple in 2004 at a Wingspan
community forum to promote same-sex
marriage, reported the Arizona Daily
Star. “They heard about the issue ... and
wanted to know how they could help,”
Knutson wrote in her nomination.
“What'’s really inspiring to me is that they
had no prior connection to the LGBTQ
community. They weren’'t there be-
cause of an aunt, uncle, cousin, child;
they came to help complete strangers.”

The Greens, who have two
adult children, volunteered several
times a week for two years on the pro-
same-sex marriage campaign, and they
volunteer with TIHAN - the Tucson
Interfaith HIV/AIDS Network - where
Kathy bags and hands out between 60
and 100 monthly care packages
containing basic necessities - tissue,
toilet paper, tooth paste, soap - to
TIHAN clients, most of whom are ill and
living on fixed incomes. If supplies run
short, she takes money from her own
pocket to purchase more.

“On top of what they do and
what they give, some of our clients don’t
have supportive families around, either
because of their HIV status or their
sexual orientation, and Kathy and Ray
are great allies in advocating,” said
Scott Blades, executive director of
TIHAN. “They want to make sure that
everybody realizes this (client) is
somebody’s kid and they deserve the
same respect and compassion and
support as their own kids. “They’re also
role models for other parents, and
sometimes, when parents aren’t going
to be supportive, Ray and Kathy serve
in that sort of surrogate role.”

Kathy said she and her hus-
band were “totally snowed” by the
surprise Ben’s Bells presentation. “I
cried for days,” after receiving the Ben’s
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Bell, she said. “Every time | thought
of it, | cried again. Precious,
precious people took time out of
their busy weeks and clapped for
Kathy and Ray. “| was too young for
the civil-rights movement of the
’60s. | really think this is the civil-
rights battle of my generation,” she
said. “I don’t see any justification for
treating my neighbors like second-
class citizens. My love for Ray is not
more valuable than my friend’s love
for her wife or my friend’s love for his
husband. “I really hope, someday,
my grandkids can say, ‘Grandma,
back in the olden days, gay people
couldn’t get married.” | hope they’ll
be as flummoxed by that as we were

about racial inequality.”

Youth Allies:
Youth Allied

By: T Loving

TUCSON (Observer Update) -
As SAAF continues to grow, its
youth programming is not to be left
behind. SAAF is pleased to
announce that Project ALLY
(Arizona’s Life Links for Youth) has
joined the youth programming por-
tion of SAAF’s Prevention Depart-
ment.

In  collaboration  with
Wingspan's Eon Youth Lounge,
SAAF will utilize the Project ALLY
grant for youth leadership develop-
ment in the effort to reduce the rate
of attempted and completed sui-
cides among Arizona’s youth, mainly
focusing on Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, Queer, and Question-
ing (LGBTQ) youth, 14 to 24 years of
age in Pima and surrounding
counties.

Through the implementa-
tion of the Sources of Strength
curriculum, Project ALLY LGBTQ
and Allied youth leaders will receive
training to increase their awareness
of risk and protective factors and the
need to break codes of silence
surrounding LGBTQ youth suicide,
while not sensationalizing or memo-
rializing youth suicide attempts and/
or completions. Additionally, youth
leaders will be encouraged to
engage in conversations and pro-

vide support to their peers, utilizing the
knowledge and skills they have
cultivated with the support of Project
ALLY.

Project ALLY is funded by a
sub-grant from Arizona Department of
Health Services, Division of Behavioral
Health Services (ADHS/BHS) as a part
of Arizona’s Suicide Prevention Project.
The Arizona Suicide Prevention Project,
which is a collaborative effort between
ADHS/ BHS, Arizona State University
Southwest Interdisciplinary Research
Center (ASU SIRC), and the Suicide
Prevention Resource Center (SPRC)
receives funding through the Garret

Lee Smith Memorial Grant.

Arizona Wants
Court To Stop... .

CoONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

administration, elevating Republican
Jan Brewer to governor. And that
paved the way for the Republican-
controlled Legislature to approve a
provision in the state budget limiting
who is entitled to dependent coverage -
and specifically excluding the partners
of unmarried employees, whether gay
or straight.

Lambda Legal filed suit on
behalf of gay workers, saying they
have no option of getting benefits
because the Arizona Constitution
forbids them from marrying.

In his ruling last year, Sedwick
said the change is discriminatory
because it makes benefits available
“on terms that are a legal impossibility
for gay and lesbian couples.”

“As a result, (the law) denies
lesbian and gay state employees in
qualifying domestic partnership a
valuable form of compensation on the
basis of sexual orientation.” How many
workers are affected is unclear. The
Department of Administration said
about 800 employees obtained domes-
tic partner benefits. But it is not clear
how many of these are heterosexual
couples who were also granted
benefits in 2008 but lost them last
October because were not part of
Lambda Legal’s lawsuit and Sedwick’s
ruling.

The state figured it paid out
about $4 million in claims for domestic
partner benefits in the first year of the
change, and $5.5 million last fiscal
year. But there were no figures about
how much of that was related solely to
gay and lesbian employees.

In his arguments, Grube said that
Sedwick did more than ignore the
state’s evidence of costs. He said the
judge improperly relied on “unsup-
ported allegations” by those contend-
ing the law is discriminatory.

And Grube said there was no
real evidence that the loss of state-
provided health coverage would cause
irreparable harm to the affected
workers, though admittedly at a higher
cost.

But attorney Tara Borelli, repre-
senting the affected workers, said in
her legal arguments that’s not true. She
said several employees have life
partners with chronic conditions which
require immediate and ongoing care,
with some unable to get private
coverage because of prior-existing
medical conditions. “Even for those
who could secure alternative, albeit
inferior and more expensive health
coverage, this financial burden in-

volves its own stresses,” she wrote.
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Legislative
Update

PHOENIX (Observer Update) -
Equality Arizona applauded the
introduction of new legislation in the
Arizona State Senate and House of
Representatives designed to combat
anti-gay and other types of bullying
targeting Arizona school students.
Following a series of high-profile
suicides committed by youth who
endured extreme bullying, including
anti-gay taunts, Equality Arizona
joined forces with the Gay, Lesbian
and Straight Education Network
(GLSEN) Phoenix to make school
safety their top priority.

Working with Senator David
Schapira (D-Tempe) and Representa-
tive Katie Hobbs (D-Phoenix), Equality
Arizona and GLSEN Phoenix hope to
advance the Arizona Safe Schools Act
(SB 1549 and HB 2580), which would
ensure public school officials protect
students from bias-motivated bullying
and harassment and require schools
to address cyber-bullying. “We are
grateful that Senate Minority Leader
David Schapira and Representative
Katie Hobbs, along with many of their
colleagues in the Legislature, are
committed to giving every child in
Arizona a fair chance to succeed in
school,” said Equality Arizona board
chair Tom Mann.

“Stopping bullying from
happening and appropriately respond-
ing to it when it happens is critical to
the academic success and overall
safety of our students. Too often,
when children are bullied in schools
because they are gay or perceived to
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be gay, officials fail to protect them.
The Arizona Safe Schools Act will
provide schools the guidance they
need to keep all students, including
gay and transgender students,
safe. We call on our lawmakers to
make the well-being of our youth a
top priority and to pass the Arizona
Safe Schools Act with the type of
bipartisan support we have seen in
other states.”

Senator Linda Gray has
introduced an Adoption; Marital
Preference Bill, SB 1188. In
Summary, this bill has been crafted
by the Center for Arizona Policy
“Protecting the Family and Pre-
serving our Future” to ensure that
Children in Arizona needing to be
adopted only go to Married Male/
Female Couples.

More concerning, it looks
as if this bill is going to sail thru
and become law. It has been
approved in the Senate Public
Health Committee and is headed
for the Senate Rules Committee.

Currently, Arizona allows
for any qualified adult (married or
unmarried) to adopt a child. Our
current law does not set forth a
preference or distinguish between
married individuals and single
individuals who with to adopt.
Currently, the present regulations
from DES to not list marital status
as a factor. This will all change if
this bill becomes law.

Moda
Provocateur
Tickets Now On
Sale

TUCSON (Observer Update) -
Moda Provocateur, taking place on
Sunday, March 6 at the University of
Arizona Student Union Grand Ballroom,
is just around the corner and tickets are
going fastl We've already sold out of
Party Boxes and Runway and Cocktail
table supplies are nearly gone. General
Admission tickets can be purchased
online at saafmoda.org and tables and
tickets at tables can be purchased by
contacting SAAF at (520) 628-7223.

The theme of this year's Moda is
My Story, My Style and this year’s event

PAGE THREE
promises to be one of Moda’s most
daring and exciting shows ever,
featuring dozens of models, incredible
hair and fashion, and plenty of
surprises.

Don’t miss out on this celebra-
tion of style, fashion, and compassion!
Every dollar raised supports the
programs and services of SAAF.

Gay Super City
Planned For

California Desert

BOOM (Observer Update) -
Almost a dozen architecture firms
have created designs for a proposed
gay-centric, pedestrian-friendly com-
munity not far from Palm Springs,
California, reports advocate.com.

Called Boom, the community
would house 300 residences and eight
neighborhoods in a space of 100
acres. While originally conceived by a
Los Angeles developer as a gay-
centered community, Boom would be
open to anyone. Aside from homes,
amenities include an entertainment
center and a “rooftop mist disco.”

Located in Rancho Mirage,
Boom has not yet started to wend its
way through the city approval process,
but its developer hopes to break
ground next year and finish construc-
tion in late 2014. The project’s first
phase would cost about $250 million to

develop.
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Reactivate Store Opens In Tucson

TUCSON (Observer Update) - If there is any good to come from the
economic turbulence it is the unfurling of dreams.

The most recent example comes from Tucson with the opening of
ReActivate February 5, at 2782 N. Campbell Ave., reactivatestores.com,
whose focus is on selling new and “recycling” gently used active wear and gear.
Check out the “How it works” section of the website for an insight into a visionary
business model.” The store is the brain child of founder Lydia Kennedy of
Tucson, who developed the concept for a retail location providing the public the
opportunity to purchase slightly used athletic wear at terrific savings. The store
will purchase clothing from the public, from other retailers, or from distributors
and manufacturers and be in a position to pass tremendous savings on to
customers who value the re-cycle mentality. = ReActivate will provide an
opportunity for consumers to re-cycle athletic wardrobes, by putting some cash
back in their pockets, and know that their clothing will be used again to help
someone else enjoy the pleasures of an active lifestyle.

ReActivate will focus on new & used athletic wear in sporting areas
such as cycling, running, soccer, tennis, tri-athletics, as well as casual wear
such as sweats, jogging, tees, and U of A apparel. ReActivate will receive
clothing at their main location beginning February 5, 2011, and offer either cash
payments, or store credit for the customer’s apparel. The merchandise will then
be priced for sale to the public.

Ms. Kennedy will use the store as an inspirational venue to introduce
less advantaged, young adults to the value of fitness, athletics, and competition
through events and appearances of visiting athletes, as well as local athletes.
ReActivate will work closely with local agencies and organizations in Southern
Arizona to create awareness of the importance of fithess and competition as
key factors of a healthy development. “ReActivate will be a store the community
will be proud of as we contribute back. It is important that we grow the re-cycle
thinking in our environment and all learn to make better use of what we have. |
am anxious to spread the message of giving back and | think ReActivate will
provide a means for people making clothing contributions to the store to know
that their gifts are making a difference in promoting healthier and active

lifestyles.” said Lydia Kennedy, Founder of ReActivate.

Dear Friends:

The League of United Latin American Citizens is proud to announce that
the below named individuals will be honored at this years LULAC’s Educator’s

Awards Banquet. The educator’s Banquet will take place on Thursday, March 31,

2011, at the Tucson Convention Center, Copper Room, 260 S. Church Avenue, at

5:30 PM.

2011 Presidential Citation Honorees

Russell and Mary Garrett

Barclay Goldsmith, Borderlands Theatre
Steve Holmes, Sunnyside Unified School District
Mike Letcher, Manager, City of Tucson

Special Recognition Honorees

Neal Cash, Ex. Dir. CPSA

Albert Elias, Old Pueblo Printers
Linda Mazon Guitterez, Hispanic Women’s Corp.
Dr. Roy Flores, Chancellor, Pima Community College

Come join and help us to recognize these outstanding individuals and 22
years of volunteer service. For further information you can call 520-903-2838 or

www.sazlulacylc.org.

Thank You

Javier Herrera, Conference Co-Chair

LULAC District lll Director

G/L Marrige Ban Clears Indiana House Panel

INDIANAPOLIS (Observer Up-
date) - A resolution that aims to ban
gay marriage in Indiana cleared a
House panel on Monday, the
Indianapolis Star reported. The
House Judiciary Committee ap-
proved the measure with a 8-4 vote.

It is Republicans’ first at-
tempt to define marriage as between
a man and a woman in the Indiana
Constitution since regaining control
of the Legislature in November. If
approved by lawmakers and voters
in 2014, House Joint Resolution 6
would ban gay marriage, civil
unions, domestic partnerships and
any government recognition of gay
and lesbian couples in the state.

House Representatives P.

Eric Turner, a Republican, and Dave
Cheatham, a Democrat, are the primary
sponsors of the measure. “I'm very
pleased,” Turner told the paper. “This is
the eighth year we’ve tried to work on a
constitutional amendment on marriage.”
Indiana law bans gay couples from
marrying, but ban backers argue that
courts could overturn the law.

At the hearing, Micah Clark of the
American Family Association (AFA) urged
lawmakers to approve the legislation:
“People have the right to live as they
choose, they have the right to be free, but
two percent of the population does not
have the right to redefine marriage for the
rest of the state or the entire populations.”
The resolution now moves to the full

House.
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Much Ado About Nothing

OMIN A RA ONS:

Much is happening in enter-
tainment over the next few weeks.
There should be enough for those
seeking information about the theatre
and those simply looking for a good
play. In other words those who are
willing to stir their asses off a bar stool
and occasionally do something edify-

ing!

First, Arizona Theatre Com-
pany is offering tours of the historic
Temple of Music and Art. This spring,
tours will be conducted at 11:30 AM
on the following dates: February 12,
February 26, March 5, April 16.

Guided tours begin in the
courtyard of the Temple of Music and
Art, 330 S. Scott Avenue, and are
typically one-hour in length.

Tour guides will discuss the
history of the building, its restoration
and renovation, and take visitors on a
backstage tour for a behind-the-
scenes look at the theatre. All tours
are open to the public and are free of
charge.

Following the tour, patrons
will receive a voucher good for
discounted tickets to the current
Arizona Theatre Company produc-
tion. For tour information and reserva-
tions contact Don Gest at (520) 884-
8210 Ext. 8610. Reservations are
required.

Then, meet the Kurnitz fam-
ily. Grandma is the matriarch with a
will of iron and a hardwood cane who
spared no rod in raising her four
children. When her two teenage
grandsons are forced by circum-
stances to live with her for a year, the

by Jack Melichar

clash of generations and battle of wills
leads the whole family to learn
important lessons about duty, devo-
tion, trust and love. Winner of the
Pulitzer Prize and the Tony Award for
Best Play, and as comical as it is
poignant, LOST IN YONKERS is the
masterwork of Neil Simon’s career
and is certain to leave you spellbound
with laughter and tears

The play opens at the Temple
of Arts and Music on February 26 and
runs through March 19.

Finally, on Saturday Febru-
ary19, there will be a celebration of
Sheri Murphy’s birthday at Coyote
Moon. All the proceeds from the
evening will benefit Our Family
Services, an organization that helps
runaway and homeless youth come
off the streets, make our community a
more peaceful place by helping
neighbors work through their conflicts
instead of taking legal action. They
help some of Tucson’s highest-risk
children learn to read, help troubled
families cope with addiction and find
healing. They help people learn to be
better parents, improve their lives and
their relationships, and build stronger
families. They also help older and
disabled people live safely and with
dignity in their own homes.

Last year Our Family helped
more than 40,000 people in Southern
Arizona through mediation, counsel-
ing, education, case management,
housing, and information and referral.

Happy Birthday Sheri!
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AROUND THE GAY GLOBE. ..

It's been 30 years since hundreds of police officers raided four Toronto
bathhouses as part of a calculated government-organized campaign to close
gay businesses and send a message to the city’s newly visible LGBT
community.

More than 300 men were arrested February 5, 1981. But rather than
silencing them, the events of that night galvanized the city’s gays and kick-
started a liberation movement that brought about positive change for Canada’s
emerging out gay population.

Rage against the government and an antigay police force had been
building since a 1975 raid on Montreal's Sauna Aquarius. Six years later,
Canadian gays had had enough. The night after the Toronto raids, more than
3,000 people gathered for a protest that eventually led to legal fights against
censorship, support for AIDS services, and activism for partnership and
employment rights as well as marriage equality....

The Supreme Court of India will hear petitions for and against the
landmark Delhi high court ruling that decriminalized gay sex in 2009.

According to the Press Trust of India, “A bench of justices G S Singhvi
and A K Ganguly would be hearing a bunch of petitions filed by gay rights
activists and political, social and religious organizations who have opposed the
Delhi high court verdict decriminalising homosexual behaviour.”

The Delhi high court ruling declared that section 377 of the Indian Penal
Code, which originated during British colonial rule and made homosexuality
punishable by up to life imprisonment, was unconstitutional.

The Supreme Court declined to take any action regarding the verdict
until it heard from petitioners.

The Race Is On For
Gay Web Space

SAN FRANCISCO (Observer Update) - The CEO of DotGay LLC is one of
many businesspeople from around the world who will converge in San
Francisco to determine the future of the Internet, reports advocate.com.

DotGay LLC, headed by CEO Scott Seitz, is a company looking to build
a network of 300,000 websites with addresses like PeopleOfColor.gay and
Intersex.gay, according to its own website. The DotGay initiative would require
sites to be run for social good, saying they “cannot be operated as just a
‘marketing platform’ or a piece of real estate to be subdivided based solely on
economic imperatives.”

The nonprofit Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers,
or ICANN, regulates the sale and classification of top-level domains like .com
and .net. Others up for grabs at the .nxt conference in San Francisco February
8-10 include .eco, .sport, and .god.

According toThe Washington Post, organizations such as the Human
Rights Campaign and the Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation are
backing his cause. Seitz says he already sees the possibility for antigay
organizations or individuals to fight the growth of the .gay network of sites. “I've
already told people to get steel doors and window bars for security to protect
against anti-gay organizations that wouldn’t want dot-gay to happen,” he told

the Post.
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“Born This Way” Shatters Records

HOLLYWOOD (Observer Update) - The lady is still a champ. As expected, Lady
Gaga’s “Born This Way” became the fastest-selling single in the history of iTunes,
hitting the top spot in 21 of 23 countries where the music service is available, reported

advocate.com.

It took a mere five hours for the first single from Gaga’s forthcoming album of
the same title to jump to the number 1 position. With lyrics that address race and
sexuality, Gaga, as well as close friends Elton John and Perez Hilton, have called the

song the next great “gay anthem.”

The song also debuted high in the other two countries: number 2 in Denmark

and number 3 in Japan.
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MARRIAGE-GAY-MARRIAGE

G/L Marriage In Maryland
Picks Up Sen. James Brochin
As A Supporter

ANNAPOLIS (Observer Update)
- Democratic Maryland State Senator
James Brochin has reversed course
on his opposition to a proposed gay
marriage law, On Top Magazine
reports. The 46-year-old sophomore
senator announced he was reconsid-
ering his position after listening to
nearly 7 hours worth of testimony at a
Senate committee’s public hearing on
the issue.

The Baltimore County law-
maker told reporters that the word
“marriage” was a “stumbling block” for
him. “It's my stumbling block, and it’s
my problem,” he said. Brochin had

previously supported civil unions for
gay and lesbian couples. Brochin said
that he found the testimony of
opponents to be “troubling.”

“The demonization of gay
families really bothers me,” Brochin
said. “Are these families going to
continue to be treated by the law as
second class citizens?”

Brochin’s support puts gay mar-
riage backers within striking distance of
victory in the Senate, where 21
members have now pledged their
support. Twenty-four votes are needed
for passage and six Democratic

senators remain on the fence.

Hawaii House Approves
Civil Unions Bill

HONOLULU (Observer Update)
- The Hawaii House of Representa-
tives approved a bill that would offer
gay and lesbian couples identical
benefits and responsibilities to mar-
riage, the Star Advertiser reported.
Lawmaker approved the legislation
with a 31 to 19 vote, reports On Top
Magazine.

A similar measure sailed
through the Senate in the final week of
January. The Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee approved the measure with a 3-
2 vote on Tuesday and by Friday the
full Senate had agreed with a 19 to 6
vote. The bill now heads back to the
Senate to approve differences be-
tween the two bills.

Changes in the House bill
include a provision clarifying taxes and
another on matters of annulment,
divorce and separation. Senate Judi-
ciary Chairman Clayton Hee called the
changes reasonable.

Lawmakers approved a nearly
identical bill last year, but then-
Governor Linda Lingle, a Republican,
vetoed the measure. Governor Neil
Abercrombie, a Democrat, has pledged
to sign the civil unions bill into law. If
approved, Hawaii would become the
third state to offer the union behind
New Jersey and lllinois, whose gover-
nor signed a similar measure into law

last month.

Rhode Island House Speaker
Not Ready For Gay Marriage
Vote

PROVIDENCE (Observer Up-
date) - Rhode Island House Speaker
Gordon Fox isn’t ready to bring a gay
marriage vote to the floor, reports On
Top Magazine. Fox, a co-sponsor of
the bill, told The Providence Journal
that several issues must be ironed out
first before the legislation can come
up for a vote.

Fox cited the need to ensure
that the Senate would consider the
bill. Senate President M. Teresa

Paiva Weed opposes the legislation.
“You don’t put something out there to
fail if you can avoid that by taking some
time to talk to people and making sure
you have everything lined up,” Fox
said. “Rushing into some things is not
the best strategy.”

The House Judiciary Commit-
tee held an eight-and-a-half-hour
hearing on the legislation. Supporters
of the bill outstripped opponents by
more than 2 to 1. Fox, who is openly
gay, added that the leadership needs
time to “digest” all of the testimony.

Passage in the Democrat-
controlled House isn’t certain, Fox
said: “l mean this is, in a lot of eyes, a
controversial issue, and there has
been a lot of pressure from a lot of
powerful folks for and against, and
anytime you have that mix, you have to
make sure you have your votes, and
that’s one of the things that needs to be

talked about quite frankly.”
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GLAAD To Honor

Ricky,

Ricky MARTIN

NEW YORK (Observer Update) -
Grammy award-winning singer Ricky
Martin and Emmy- and Tony award-
winning actress and singer Kristin
Chenoweth will be honored at the
22nd Annual GLAAD Media Awards,
reports advocate.com.

Martin will receive the Vito
Russo Award, which is presented to
an openly LGBT media professional
who has made a significant difference
in promoting equal rights for LGBT
people, in New York on Saturday,
March, 19.

“Ricky coming out was a
game changer for many gay and
transgender Latino children, who for
too long did not have many out gay
people to look up to,” said Jarrett
Barrios, president of the Gay and

Kristin

. ______________________________________________________|]
_KRISTIN CHENOWETH

Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation,
in a statement released to the press.
“Through his music, videos and
interviews, Ricky has sent an impor-
tant message that our community
wants the same things all people do:
an equal chance to raise our families
and take care of our loved ones.”

Chenoweth will receive the
Vanguard Award, which is presented
to media professionals who have
increased the visibility and under-
standing of LGBT people, in Los
Angeles on Sunday, April 10. “When
allies like Kristin take such powerful
stands against antigay sentiments in
the media, it sends an important
message of equality,” Barrios said. “It
is a privilege to honor such a talented
and conscientious advocate for fair-

ness towards the LGBT community.”

Douglas J. Newman, PC.

ATTORNEY

Corporations - Limited Liability Companies - General Business
Wills - Truss - Estate & Estate Tax Planning - Probate

AT LAW

2650 North Country Club Road - Tucson, Arizona 85716

Phone 520-325-203 - Fax 520-325-2274 - dougnewmanlaw.com
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lowa’s Michael Gronstal Insists
He Won’t Put Gay People’s
Rights Up For A Vote

DES MOINES (Observer Up-
date) - “It's wrong to put your rights to a
popular vote of the people,” lowa
Senate Majority Leader Michael
Gronstal insisted during an editorial
board meeting with the Des Moines
Register.

Gronstal was commenting on
charges that he is obstructing democ-
racy by not allowing a resolution that
seeks to repeal gay marriage in the
state from coming up for a vote in the
Democrat-controlled Senate, reports
On Top Magazine. A similar measure
was easily approved by Republicans
in the House.

If approved by lawmakers and
voters in 2013, the lowa Marriage
Amendment (IMA) would ban gay
marriage, civil unions, domestic part-
nerships and any government recog-
nition of gay and lesbian couples in the
state, and thereby repeal the 2009
lowa Supreme Court ruling that
brought gay marriage to the Midwest.

“We did not put it to a vote of
the people when lowa took out ... the
prohibition on interracial marriage,”
Gronstal told reporters. “We did not put
the right of different-race couples to a
vote of the people. We didn’t put to a
vote of the people whether or not
women should be admitted to the bar.

We didn’t put to a vote of the people
whether Ralph should be put back into
slavery - in the first decision of the lowa
Supreme Court.”

“I'm not going to put to a vote of
the people anybody’s constitutional
rights. Because if | can do that to gay
people, | can do it to Catholics, | can do
it to Methodists, | can do it to Baptists, |
can do it to blacks, | can do it to
Hispanics. If | can put to a vote of the
people, people’s constitutional rights,
then you may be popular today - old
white guys like us might be popular
today and our rights will be fine - but
someday the baby boom will be gone
and there won’t be enough old white
guys left to protect us from the tyranny

of the majority.”
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COMMUNITY BARS

1. THE BIZ, 2900 E. Broadway

318-4838
2. IBT’S, 616 N. 4™ Ave.
882-3053
3. VENTURE-N
1239 N. 6™ Ave. 882-8224
5. WOODY'’S

3710 N. Oracle Rd 292-6702

6. COYOTE MOON PUB
915 W. Prince Rd.  293-7339

7. BRODIE’'S TAVERN
2449 N. Stone 622-0447

8. COLORS FOOD & SPIRITS
5305 E. Speedway 323-1840

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

A. MCC - METROPOLITAN
COMMUNITY CHURCH
3269 N. Mountain ~ 622-9151
B. CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIP
2902 N. Geronimo 622-4626
D. WINGSPAN
430 E. 7" Street 624-1779
E. S.AA.F (Southern Arizona
AIDS Foundation) 375 S. Euclid
628-7223
G. TIHAN (Tucson Interfaith
HIV-AIDS Network)
1011 N Craycroft 299-6647
H. EON YOUTH CENTER
620-6245
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TUCSON RESOURCES - TUCSON RESOURCES - TUCSON RESOURCES

WORDS UNLIMITED
Writing, Editing, Ghosting

Everything from ghosting your
memoirs to polishing your screenplay.
Free initial consultation.

Write to Box 85571
Tucson. AZ 85754

O.

RICHMUSZYNSKI

LICENSED FSYCHOLOGIST

520.904.7045 Phone | 5954 E. Pima, Suite 130

E20.298 8157 Fax | Tucsoen, AL 85712

520-615-643620-615-643620-615-643620-615-
643620-615-6436

P. O. Box13312
Tucson, AZ 85732

www.tucsonglbtchamber.org

info@tucsonglbtchamber.org
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COMMENTARY. . ..

BY DAviD BADASH

Happy Ground Hog Day! Today is the day the American people across
the country — suffering from one of the harshest winters in memory — have been
waiting for, the day America’s Groundhog, Punxsutawney Phil, comes out of his
Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania hole, while Americans watch. This morning, thanks
to one of the worst snowstorms this winter, Punxsutawney Phil didn’t see his
shadow, foreshadowing an early spring.

Sadly, the GOP hasn’t been able to experience the same optimism as
America’s Groundhog, Punxsutawney Phil. It's as if they saw their shadow, got
scared, and are working to extend our long, hard winter by repealing everything
good in sight.

Why is it the GOP, at the state and federal levels, are working not to move
the country forward by creating jobs, but are working to move the country
backwards by repealing good laws that help the American people? Despite the
GOP’s campaign promise last year to make creating jobs job one, their entire
focus — at the state and federal level — has been on social issues. In fact, they’'ve
not created a single job since taking over the House this year, nor have they
produced any legislation that will.

Here’s what the GOP is “working” on:

In lowa, state House Republicans “passed an amendment that seeks to
repeal the state’s marriage equality law, and deny any form of legal recognition for
gay couples.” You'll remember that lowa’s Supreme Court in 2009 ruled that
state’s ban on marriage equality unconstitutional. So Maggie Gallagher and NOM
got those judges repealed also.

The New Hampshire GOP is playing politics with marriage equality. In an
attempt to appear “moderate,” Republicans in the granite state “will ask that the
fight to repeal gay marriage be postponed until 2012.” Of course, 2012 is a
presidential election year, so they’re doing themselves a favor. Expect marriage
equality to take center stage next year across the country as the GOP works to
divide the American people and use our equality as a tool to get bigots to the polls.

At the federal level, Congressional Republicans are working on a
complete and total repeal of the Democrat’s historic health care reform, for which
not a single Republican voted last year. The House already voted to repeal the
healthcare law. Now, Republican Senators, who hate “Obamacare,” as they
disparagingly call it, so much, are willing to let a Democratic jobs bill that would
add 280,000 jobs, AND re-authorize the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) —
the folks who make sure planes don't fly into each other — die. Yes, The GOP
would like to see “Obamacare,” (which will help at least 30 million Americans get
health insurance,) the FAA, (which pretty much keeps the sky from falling) and
280,000 jobs, all die.

Not satisfied with repealing the agency that prevents the sky from falling,
House Republicans are also working to repeal the Supreme Court-direct
responsibilities of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and ban it from
regulating greenhouse gases under the Clean Air Act.

David Espo in The Huffington Post writes, “the bill would nullify all of the
steps the EPA has taken to date on the issue, including a threshold finding that
greenhouse gases constitute a danger to the public health and welfare.”

“In addition, it seeks to strip the agency of its authority to use the law in
any future attempts to crack down on the emissions from factories, utilities and
other stationary sources.”

What else is the backwards-moving GOP working on repealing? Here’s
a list:

In the wake of the Tucson shooting that left six dead and thirteen
wounded, including Rep. Gabby Giffords, Arizona Republicans want to effectively
repeal gun laws and “make Arizona the second state in the nation to require
universities and communities to allow guns on campus and one of 10 that permit
guns inside public government buildings such as the state Capitol.”

Also in the wake of the Tucson shooting that left six dead and thirteen
wounded, including Rep. Gabby Giffords, Minnesota state lawmakers are
working “to eliminate state system of background checks, permits” on guns.

More repeal from Minnesota: Rep. Michele Bachmann (who has actually
said she wants to “repeal Obama,”) is working to repeal Dodd-Frank, “the
landmark Wall Street regulatory law,” designed to rein-in the financial industry, in
the aftermath of the worst financial crisis since the Great Depression.

State GOPs across the country are pushing “for a constitutional
amendment to allow state legislatures to repeal acts of the federal government,”
by a two-thirds vote of all 50 state legislatures. At the intersection of federal-
meets-local, Rep. Jim Jordan (R-OH) is “seeking to overturn Washington, D.C.’s
marriage equality law,” which was signed into law after a thirty-day Congressional
waiting period, on December 15, 2009.

Federally, the GOP wants to repeal the 14th amendment to the U.S.
constitution. “Sens. David Vitter (R-La.) and Rand Paul (R-Ky.) introduced a
proposal to amend the Constitution 'so that children born in the United States are
only considered automatic citizens if one parent is a U.S. citizen, one parent is a
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Punxsutawney GOPers See
Shadow, Repeal Everything In
Sight

legal immigrant, or one parent is an active member of the Armed Forces.”

House Republicans want to “repeal” the definition of rape, by
“permanently prohibit some federally funded health-care programs from
covering abortions, but would change the language exempting rape and incest
from rape to “forcible rape.”

Repeal of healthcare, marriage equality laws, gun laws, the 14th
Amendment, not to mention strangling the FAA and the EPA, etc., etc. Is there
anything today’s GOP won'’t do to “take their country back” — to the stone age?

(David Badash is the founder and editor of The New Civil Rights
Movement. This is reprinted from 365Gay.com.)

French Watchdog Says
No To Gay Marriage - For Now

PARIS (Observer Update) - France’s law prohibiting gay marriage does
not violate the constitution, the country’s top constitutional watchdog ruled
Friday as it noted that parliament was free to make new laws on the subject.

That left open the option for a constitutional amendment in the future -
and hope for two women who had challenged the French civil code’s stipulation
that marriage must be between a man and a woman. Corinne Cestino and
Sophie Hasslauer, who have lived together for 15 years and have four children,
had challenged the constitutionality of France’s law banning the gay marriage.

In its decision, the Council noted that lawmakers had agreed that the
“difference in situations of same-sex couples and couples made up of a man and
a woman can justify a difference in treatment concerning family rights.” “It is not
up to the Constitutional Council to substitute its appreciation for that of
lawmakers,” the body said.

It noted that its job is to simply rule on whether a measure abides by the
rights and freedoms guaranteed by the French Constitution. In this case, it ruled
that the articles in question are, indeed, “in conformity with the constitution.”

Cestino and Hasslauer have sought the right to wed. “It is not so much
about getting married, but about having the right to get married,” Cestino, a
pediatrician, said in an interview this week. “So, that is what we are asking for:
Just to be able, like anyone else, to choose to get married or not.”

The issue exposes a paradox in France: While the country often has an
anything-goes attitude to romance and sexuality, it can be conservative with
family values. The couple and advocacy group Act Up Paris hoped France
would soon join European Union partners - including Spain, Belgium and
Netherlands - that have legalized same-sex marriage. Hasslauer and Cestino,
who are in their 40s, in 2000 entered into a civil union known as the Civil
Solidarity Pact - PACS by its French acronym - mostly useful for its tax benefits
and other financial advantages.

Marriage, on the other hand, confers “the responsibility to help each
other in times of sickness or financial difficulty, inheritance rights (and) the joint
custody of goods - and that’s without talking about the benefit for children, who
are what we call ‘legitimized by marriage’,” the couple’s lawyer Emmanuel Ludot
said. The couple had hoped that a negative decision by the Constitutional
Council would force France’s conservative government to sponsor a bill on gay
marriage to send to parliament. French jurisprudence does not favor same-sex
marriage. A Green Party mayor in the southwestern town of Begles officiated

over a wedding of two gay men in 2004 - but France’s highest court later
annulled the marriage.
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Poet's Corner

LOST GENERATION

by Ron Rose -Tucson

Young mothers still in high school,
Tattoo’d fathers cruise the malls
Graffiti all our street signs
Desecrating all our walls.
Kids texting, never talking
Networks fill the air
Claiming, just exclaiming
Society’s not fair.

Pot on every corner
Guns on every street Thugs
target those who differ
Drumming out the beat
Geta job? No such luck

We know better - jobs just suck.

|
The Way | Saw It. . .by Gary Clark

NOTE: Before his untimely death, Gary Clark had worked on this
newspaper for nearly 40 years as graphic artist and Entertainment Editor. Part
of his heritage was producing a weekly humorous drawing of life ‘as he saw it’. It
is amazing that most of these drawings are as funny and entertaining today as
they were in past years. We have decided to open the ‘vaults’ on these faultless

viewpoints. Enjoy!

Ind. School District Settles
With Trans Student

GARY (Observer Update) -
Lambda Legal has reached a settle-
ment with the Gary, Ind., school
district, in the case of a transgender
student who was barred from attend-
ing prom in a dress in 2006, and the
district has adopted LGBT-inclusive
policies as part of it, reports
advocate.com.

K.K. Logan, who at the time
identified as a feminine male and now
identifies as female, was physically
blocked by the school principal from
entering the West Side High School
senior prom in May 2006. The
principal was enforcing a school
policy forbidding the wearing of
clothing or accessories that “advertise
sexual orientation” or “portray the
wearer as a person of the opposite
gender,” although a female student
was allowed to attend wearing a
tuxedo, according to Lambda.

Lambda sued on Logan’s

behalf in 2007, contending that the
policy violated First Amendment guar-
antees of freedom of expression and
that barring Logan from the prom
constituted gender discrimination. The
settlement, which Lambda announced
Friday, provides for monetary compen-
sation to Logan, with the amount not
made public, and includes changes to
Gary public schools’ dress code and
nondiscrimination policies. The poli-
cies will now include specific protec-
tions for LGBT students, and school
administrators and board members will
receive training on LGBT issues.

The revised policies “will help
to ensure that other students don’t face
discrimination because of who they are
or what they wear,” said Christopher
Clark, senior staff attorney in Lambda’s
Chicago office, who handled the case
with co-counsel from the Chicago law
firm of Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal.
He added that the case should send a
clear message to schools around the

country.
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CLASSIFIED ADS ARE 25¢ PER WORD, $5.00 MINIMUM

MASSAGE

MATURE MASSEUR offers pain
relief, stress relief massage.  Quiet
setting, professional table. 10 years
experience. Near downtown and UofA.
$50/hour. 10am - 7pm daily. Dick. New
phone 520-388-0613. 1388

Awesome Experience Tantric
sensual MASSAGE. - Ecstatic Playful
Sessions! A TRUE healing experience
I Creating a sacred space, for men.
Marc - 881-4582, call 8 AM - 8 PM -
Touching men with passion since 1981

1386

GREAT MASSAGE. Full body
massage by a man for men of all ages.
$50 1 hour. In or out calls. N/W are
(Oro Valley) 7:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Privacy assured. Call Mike 440-5818.
1383

HELP
WANTED

Part time Personal Assistant to
successful businessman. Relocate to
Sierra Vista. Private room, board,
expense allowance of $50/week in
exchange for helping with office,
personal, and household tasks 20 hrs/
week with opportunity for full time
work. Vehicle use, paid travel, other
benefits after 90 days. Must be an
extremely reliable and highly moti-
vated individual seeking a career
change who can eventually partner
with me in my business. Email
boothillaz@yahoo.com or call (800)
940-0331. -

SERVICES

ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS
Let me keep your clothes fitting
properly and in good repair.
Experienced - Economical - Prompt.
Merle Hudson, (520)888-7264 in
Tucson. 1385

COMMENTARY. . ..

BY James WITHERS

The State Of The Union And
DADT

President Barack Obama gave
his State of the Union address. Anyone
looking for a rousing defense of the
GLBT community had to go elsewhere.
He didn’t offer anything that would
make people take to the streets
(constitutional amendment against
same sex marriage anyone?), but he
steered clear from any culture war
battles.

There was a brief mention of
DADT:

“Our troops come from every
corner of this country - they are black,
white, Latino, Asian and Native Ameri-
can. They are Christian and Hindu,
Jewish and Muslim. And, yes, we know
that some of them are gay. Starting this
year, no American will be forbidden
from serving the country they love
because of who they love. And with
that change, | call on all of our college
campuses to open their doors to our
military recruiters and the ROTC. It is
time to leave behind the divisive battles
of the past. It is time to move forward as
one nation.”

Predictably the president did
not mention that DADT can only end
when he, Secretary of Defense Robert
Gates, and Joint Chiefs of Staff
Chairman Michael Mullen sign off on
certification. The people over at the
Servicemembers Legal Defense Net-
work are intent on making sure repeal
isn’t relegated to the slow lane.

“..We think there should be
certification from the President, Secre-
tary Robert Gates and JCS Chairman
Michael Mullen in this quarter. We
need to make ‘Don’t Ask’ repeal a
reality sooner rather than later,” SLDN
executive director Aubrey Sarvis said
in a statement.

While he signed repeal, and
deserves credit for it, we are sitill
required to keep an eye on the
president as he makes nice with
moderates and independents.

(Withers is an editor for
365Gay.com’s blog, from which this is

reprinted)
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SUNDAY

THE BIZ - Closed Sunday , Monday, Tuesday

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Happy Hour 10am -
8pm.

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 11am. Beer Bust
Sunday - $1 draft beers (12 o0z), domestic only; $2.25
domestic long necks. Hair of dog special $1.50 well bloody
mary, screwdriver,,Cape Cod, salty dog or margarita.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm $2 Well
or Domestic Beer. Karaoke on the Patio 4-8:30pm. Burger
BBQ 5-8pm + $1 pint draft. 9pm-close Karaoke inside with
Troy & $1.50 Well or Domestic Beer, $2.50 Call or
Premium Beer. DJ Hurricane on the Patio.

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am. Beer specials and
Trailer Trash Martini’s All Day. Check our Ad for Special
Events or Parties

MONDAY

THE BIZ - Closed Mondays

BRODIES - Open 10am-2am. Happy Hour10am
- 8pm.
COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 8pm.- 1am

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm $2 Well
or Domestic Beer. 8pm-close $5 Scratch Long lIsland
Varieties.  9pm-close DJ Hurricane with “All Request
Music”.

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am. Service Industry
Night - Employee prices all day..

TUESDAY

THE BIZ - Closed Tuesdays

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am.Happy Hour 10am-
8pm

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 4pm - 1am. Happy
Hour 4-8. $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints. Girlz
Nite .75 for your favorite well drink or domestic drafts 6-
8pm. Ladies only Texas Hold ‘Em Poker 6 p.m. Y-Not
Karaoke with Anna at 8pm. - Drink specials during karaoke
$1 Michelob Ultra or Bud Light.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2 Well
or Domestic Beer.  8pm-close “2’sDay” - $2 Well or
Domestic Beer. DJ Q 9pm-close.

WOODY'’S - Open 11am- 2am. 2-4-1 Night

WEDNESDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. Happy Hour 5-9pm (2 for
1). College Night 18 & Over. Drink & Shot specials every
half hour.

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Happy Hour 10am-
8pm

COYOTE MOON PUB -Open 4pm - 1am. Happy
Hour All Day $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints,
$3.50 sm. Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Pitchers. Boyz Night - .75 for
your favorite well drink or domestic draft beer for men 6-
8pm. Karaoke with Anna at 8pm drink specials during
karaoke $1 Michelob Ultra or Bud Light..

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2 Well
or Domestics.. 11pm - -close “Reverse Happy Hour”.

WOODY'’S - Open 11am-2am;. Happy Hour Prices
all day.

THURSDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. Happy Hour 5-9pm. 2
for 1 All Night Long.. Karaoke 9pm. Come out and play.

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Happy Hour 10am -
8pm.

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 4pm.- 1Tam. Happy
Hour 4 - 8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints,
$3.50 sm. Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Pitcher. Latin Thursday: Latin
music 8pm to close. $2,50 well margaritas. $3 Mexican
beers, $3.50 Jose Cuervo.

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2 Well
or Domestics. 10pm-close “Boyz Nite Out” w/Bartenders
in their underwear. DJ Hurricane spinning Top 40 & DJ
Mike Lopez on the patio. $1.75 Long Island, $1.50
Tequila Shots, $3 Skyy Cape Cods and $4 Skyy Cosmos.

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am; Free pool and
Happy Hour prices all day.
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FRIDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. Happy Hour 5-9 pm (2
for1) Latino Night. $2 Tequila, $1.50 Tecate. $5 Buckets of
Beer.

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Happy Hour
10am-8pm. Karaoke 9pm.

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 4pm. Happy Hour 3 - 8
pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints. $3.50 Sm.
Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Pitcher. Shots shot specials 8-close..
Dance lessons with Lawrence at 7pm $5 per person,
Country Dancing 8:30 p.m. to close with DJ Pat.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2 Well
or Domestics. 9pm -close DJ Hurricane inside. 10pm-close
DJ Mike Lopez with “I'm a Sexy Bitch Night” on the patio.

WOODY'’S - Open 11am-2am; Happy Hour 11am-
8pm (excl spec events). Full Menu Kitchen open 11am-
11pm Back Pocket Patio Bar open 5pm-close. Enjoy the
Live vocals and piano stylings of Susan Artemis 6-9pm.
Tori Steele Show 10pm

SATURDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm - 2am. $10 and drink for
pennies. All night long.

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Happy Hour 10am -
8pm.
COYOTE MOON PUB - Open at 2pm. Happy Hour 2-
8pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints. $3.50 sm.
Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Plus check out the bartenders choice of
shot specials. $5.00 cheeseburger & fries OR two chicken
tenders & fries. Check our calendar for the Saturday Night

Special Entertainment.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2 Well
or Domestics. 5-8pm Karaoke on the patio $1Draft Pints.
9pm “Saturday Starrlett’'s” w/Bunny FuFu & Janee Starr.
After the show, DJ Q spinning inside & 10pm-close, DJ Mike

Lopez with the “Party on the Patio”.

WOODY'’S - Open 11am-2am; Happy Hour 10am-
8pm (excl spec events); Full Menu Kitchen open11am-
11pm..
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CHILL WITH A
SUMMER
MASSAGE

Starting @ $49.00
Outcall only 24/7

Friendly & Courteous Guy
TONY 520-390-0330

AFFORDABLE

PERSONAL TRAINING

PRIVATE GYM (East Side)

12 Week Package To A Better Body
FREE Consultation and Session
CALL ANDREW
520-909-4649
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White House Announces
Three LGBT Appeointments

WASHINGTON, DC (Observer
Update) - The White House on
January 26, announced two openly
gay or lesbian appointees to adminis-
tration posts and the nomination of an
out gay attorney to the federal
judiciary, reports advocate.com.

President Barack Obama
nominated J. Paul Oetken, currently
the associate general counsel at
Cablevision Systems and an adjunct
professor at Fordham Law School, for
a seat on the prestigious Southern
District of New York federal bench.

He also named Roberta
Achtenberg, a co-founder of the
National Center for Lesbian Rights
and a top housing official under
President Bill Clinton, for a seat on the
United States Commission on Civil
Rights; and Jeffrey Levi, who during
the early years of the AIDS crisis
headed up the Washington efforts of
the National Gay Task Force (now
NGLTF) to secure funding to fight the
epidemic and later worked in the White
House Office of National AIDS Policy,
to the Advisory Group on Prevention,
Health Promotion, and Integrative and
Public Health.

Oetken was recommended for
the seat by New York’s senior senator,
Democrat Charles Schumer, on Sep-
tember 23 last year.

In lauding the president’s
nomination of Oetken, Schumer, in a
written statement, called him “a strong
advocate for the LGBT community”
who “has the right combination of
skills, experience, and dedication to
make an excellent judge.”

The out gay attorney has done
work with Lambda Legal and the LGBT
Project of the American Civil Liberties
Union, and co-authored an amicus
brief in support of the successful 2003
challenge to the Texas sodomy law
before the US Supreme Court.

“My three criteria for judges
are simple: excellence, diversity, and
moderation, and Mr. Oetken fits that
description to a ‘T’,” Schumer said in
his statement. Oetken served as
associate counsel to President Bill
Clinton from 1999-2001 and, prior to
that, in the Justice Department. After
graduating from Yale Law School, he
clerked for US Supreme Court Justice
Harry Blackmun.

In October, the Washington
Blade reported that an earlier Schumer
recommendation of an out gay attor-
ney for the Southern District bench,
Daniel Alter, was rejected because of
comments he made that the White
House considered controversial. In
articles from 2004 and 2005, Alter was

d saying favorable things
about a lawsuit challenging the use
of the words “under God” in the
Pledge of Allegiance and about
retailers choosing “Happy Holidays”
over “Merry Christmas” as their
greeting to customers. The Blade
said those remarks weighed more
heavily than a letter from 66
attorneys who worked with him in the
office of the US Attorney for the
Southern District that said his was “a
nomination worth fighting for.”

Achtenberg’s nomination to
the US Commission on Civil Rights
would put her on a eight-member
panel — half appointed by the
president, half by Congress, for six-
year terms — which has broad
investigatory powers, but no en-
forcement authority over specific
cases.

When she was appointed
assistant secretary for fair housing
within the Department of Housing
and Urban Development by Clinton
in 1993, she became the first out
lesbian or gay presidential appoin-
tee to win Senate confirmation,
despite the opposition of the late
North Carolina Republican Jesse
Helms, who said he would not vote
for “that damned Ilesbian.”
Achtenberg later served the Clinton
administration as a senior advisor to
the HUD secretary.

Achtenberg was a civil
rights attorney when she helped
found the San Francisco-based
National Center for Lesbian Rights
in 1977. She later served on that
city’s Board of Supervisors. In 1995,
Achtenberg made an unsuccessful
run for mayor of San Francisco, and
between 1997 and 2004 held senior
policy positions at the San Francisco
Chamber of Commerce and its
Center for Economic Development.
She currently is a corporate advisor
and a trustee of the University of
California.

Levi currently heads up the
Trust for America’s Health, a non-
profit focused on making disease
prevention a national priority, and
teaches at the George Washington
University School of Public Health
and Health Services. The advisory
group he will join was created under
the Obama administration’s 2010
health care reform law. After working
to secure AIDS funding on behalf of
NGLTF beginning in 1983, he went
on to lead the group as executive
director. He served for two years as
deputy director of the White House
Office of National AIDS Policy during
the Clinton administration and be-
fore that was the associate editor of
the American Journal of Public

Health.

Gay Newscaster’s Book
Makes Waves

NEW YORK (Observer Update) -
The new memoir from Charles Perez,
Confessions of a Gay Anchorman, is
ruffling feathers in New York, where
Perez once held a job.

The New York Daily News
reports on responses to Perez’s book,
specifically regarding allegations he
made against employees at his former
employer, New York's WABC/Chan-
nel 7. In his book, Perez referred to
most of the staff as unkind and

overpaid, including Sam Champion,
a gay man who is now the weather
anchor on Good Morning America.

Unidentified sources dis-
puted Perez’s accounts of Channel
7, where Perez put in a brief stint
before relocating to Miami with his
husband. Perez’s time at WPLG in
Miami was stormy, and he accuses
that station of demoting and firing
him because of his growing profile
as a gay journalist. Perez previously
hosted The Charles Perez Show.
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