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OBSERVER APOLOGIZES FOR MISSING
LAST WEEK'’S ISSUE

For the first time in memory, we missed getting a paper out as
scheduled. Since 1976 - we became one of the few weekly papers
dedicated to informing our LGBT community. We couldn’t have
done it without the encouragement and financial help of our unique
community. But since we are at the mercy of our computers, when
one decides to ‘crash’ especially in the middle of the night, all we
can do is throw up our hands - and say we are sorry.

Obama Heckled On AIDS,
Gay Rights At Fundralser

NEW YORK (Observer Update) -
President Barack Obama got heckled
at a fundraiser by protesters pushing for
more funding for AIDS programs and
quicker action to allow gays to serve
openly in the military.

Activists yelled slogans and
held signs aloft reading “Obama broken
promises KILL.” Supporters of the
president tried to drown them out with
shouts of “O-bam-a! O-bam-a!”

The hecklers were so raucous
Obama went off-script several times to
address them, insisting he’s increased
AIDS funding and is working to overturn
the military’s “don’t ask, don’t tell”
policy. He told them to go shout at
Republicans, noting that a vote on
repealing “don’t ask, don’t tell” failed
this week in the Senate, with Republi-
cans united in opposition.

“Some of those signs should be
going up at the other folks’ events, and
folks should be hollering at the other
folks’ event. Because the choice in
November could not be clearer,” the
president said.

Addressing an activist pushing
for more funding for global AIDS
initiatives, the president said, “We
heard your point. And as | said before,
we increased AIDS funding. .. The
people who will take over if we don'’t
focus on the election, | promise you, will

cut AIDS funding.”

The protest took place in the
ballroom of the Roosevelt Hotel as
Obama raised $1.4 million at recep-
tions and a dinner for the House and
Senate Democratic campaign commit-
tees. Obama is in New York to attend
the annual meeting of the U.N. General
Assembly.

Obama had just finished say-
ing it's “nice just to stop by and see
some friends” when the shouting
began.

Bystanders briefly tried to
snatch the signs, and ultimately the
heckling subsided. The signs stayed
aloft throughout Obama’s remarks,
and even as he shook hands afterward
with well-wishers a few feet away.

One of the activists, Jennifer
Flynn, told reporters she and the others
bought tickets to the reception.

Democrats are anticipating
potentially heavy losses in midterm
elections six weeks away, and Obama
tried to rally them.

“The last election was about
the changing of the guard,” he said.
“This election is about guarding the
change.”

DADT Repeal Fails In Senate

WASHINGTON, D.C. (Observer
Update) - The tone was set for a
devastating rejection of an effort to
end the 17-year-old policy that bans
gays and lesbians from serving
openly in the military as soon as GOP
senator Olympia Snowe sent out an
ominous  statement, reports
advocate.com.

Repeal advocates lost Sen.
Susan Collins, who said she would
join a GOP filibuster unless Senate
majority leader Harry Reid agreed to
open the debate. The loss of Collins
was the Democrats’ last best chance
for beating a GOP filibuster that would
prevent the Senate from moving
forward with debate on the National
Defense Authorization Act, to which
the “don’t ask, don’t tell” repeal
measure was attached.

By the time the dust settled,
Republicans had prevailed 56-43.
Repeal advocates swiftly decried the
outcome as the product of a massive
political failure but vowed not to give
up till year's end despite an increas-
ingly bleak outlook for the effort.

“Today’s vote is a failure of
leadership on the part of those who
have been duly elected to serve this
nation and to put the best interests of
the country ahead of partisan politics,”
said Alexander Nicholson, executive
director of the gay veterans group
Servicemembers United. “It is simply
inexcusable that this vote failed
today.”

But Aubrey Sarvis, executive
director of the Servicemembers Legal
Defense Network, acknowledged what
everyone knew. “We now have no
choice but to look to the lame-duck
session, where we’ll have a slim shot,”
Sarvis said. “The Senate absolutely
must schedule a vote in December,
when cooler heads and common
sense are more likely to prevail once
midterm elections are behind us.”

Indeed, Sen. Joseph
Lieberman indicated earlier in the day
that he fully expected Reid to push the
legislation again following the Novem-
ber election.

‘I spoke to Senator Reid
today, and he’s very clear and strong
that he’s going to bring this bill to the
floor in November or December —
hopefully November — because he
has to, because the military needs the
bill.”

Lieberman said he didn'’t
believe opponents of repeal had the
votes to strip it out of the legislation.
“Maybe that’s why they’re fighting so
hard,” he offered.

Following the defeat, Sen.
Carl Levin called it “outrageous” that a
filibuster was used to block mere
consideration of the legislation. “It's a
sad, sad day, when the defense
authorization bill is filibustered to the
point where we can’t even debate that
bill,” Levin said. “The Senate filibuster
on motions to proceed cannot be

allowed to succeed.”

If the Senate fails to pass the
defense funding bill before the end of
the year, Levin said a continuing
resolution could be passed to address
some budgetary needs of the Penta-
gon, but that such a fix would not
suffice for all defense needs.

Sen. Jack Reed, who joined
Levin at the press conference, said he
hoped the Senate could still strike an
agreement to debate the bill before
recessing for the midterms. But he
also suggested that the Pentagon
itself may have funding needs that
make the NDAA a more urgent
consideration during the lame-duck
session.

“But there will be increasingly,
| think, specific issues that will emerge
about provisions that they must have
that | think will help convince some of
our colleagues that we’ve gotta get
this bill done,” Reed said.

Levin was hesitant to signal
the likelihood that the NDAA might get
new life in the waning days of the
congressional session but added, ‘I
will do everything | can to see that the

bill is brought up during lame duck.”

SLDN Statement
On U.S. Senate
Failure To

Repeal DADT

WASHINGTON, D.C. -
Servicemembers Legal Defense Net-
work (SLDN), a national, legal ser-
vices and policy organization dedi-
cated to ending “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”
(DADT), issued a statement after the
U.S. Senate failed to break a filibuster
on the National Defense Authorization
Act (NDAA), which contains the
repeal of DADT. To move forward on
debate of the bill, 60 votes were
needed to break a filibuster by U.S.
Sen. John McCain.

Statement by Army veteran
and SLDN Executive Director Aubrey
Sarvis:

“Today’s Senate vote was a
frustrating blow to repeal this horrible
law. We lost because of the political
maneuvering dictated by the mid-term
elections. Let’s be clear: Opponents
to repealing ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’ did
not have the votes to strike those
provisions from the bill. Instead, they
had the votes for delay. Time is the
enemy here. We now have no choice
but to look to the lame duck session
where we’ll have a slim shot. The
Senate absolutely must schedule a
vote in December when cooler heads
and common sense are more likely to
prevail once midterm elections are
behind us. Servicemembers Legal
Defense Network will continue to take
this fight to the American people, the
vast majority of whom support repeal
of ‘Don’t Ask, Don'’t Tell.”
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8: The Mormon
Proposition Film
Screening

TUCSON (Observer Update) -
Each month, the Queer Film Series
will show a new film about the
LGBTQA community to be followed
by a discussion about the film.
Please join us, Wednesday, October
6, 7 p.m., for 8 The Mormon
Proposition Film Screening, at the
UA Gallagher Theatre - Student
Union.

Separation of church and
state in the United States is a sacred
value. It's what keeps us from being a
theocracy. Director Reed Cowan,
with his fellow filmmakers, experi-
enced first-hand what it was like to
grow up gay in Utah in the Mormon
faith. They then turned their attention
to the historic campaign by the
Mormon Church to pass Proposition
8 in California believing that it was the
cornerstone of an ideology that has
worked for decades “to damage gay
people and their causes.” The film is
their emotional outcry to what they
found.

Sponsored by LGBTQ Af-
fairs, Women’s Resource Center,
and ASUA’s Pride Alliance.

Pride In The
Desert 2010

TUCSON (Observer Update) -
Pride in the Desert, Saturday,
October 9, is an all-day festival held
at Reid Park that attracts more than
6,500 participants each year.

Highlights of the festival are
local, regional, and national enter-
tainers performing live on our main
stage as well as several smaller
stages and dance areas featuring
drag shows and other live entertain-
ment. This year’s headliner is singer/
songwriter Sophie B. Hawkins. See
the Tucson Pride website for a
complete line-up of performers.
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Of course, Tucson’s amazing
Drag Queen’s will emcee and entertain.
The 2010 Wingspan Award winners will
be announced at 4 pm on the main
stage. In addition to the multitude of
entertainment venues, Pride in the
Desert features commercial and non-
profit exhibitors, a food court, and
interactive displays and activities.

Every year, our event grows to
accommodate an ever-expanding hum-
ber of vendors, exhibitors, and enter-
tainers. Tickets are $13 in advance, $15
at the door. For more information, call
520-622-3200, or online at
tucsonpride.org/pride-events/pride-in-
the-desert/.

Desert Coyotes
Legue Standings

TUCSON (Observer Update) -
Here are the standings for the Tucson
Desert Coyotes Bowling League,
which takes to the lanes at Golden Pin
Lanes, 1010 W. Miracle Mile.

1st Team#4
2nd  Blind Squirrels
3rd  BIG DOGS

4th  Diffierent
5th Team #5
6th Team #3

High Game Dan 239

High Series  Snake 784

For more information, call
Golden Pin Lanes, (520) 888-4272.

‘Pride On Parade

TUCSON (Observer Update) -
Tucson’s GLBT community will take to
the streets to march in Pride of who
they are and who they love.

Now in its 5th year, Pride on
Parade will continue to delight Tucson
with a colorful procession taking place
this year on Friday, October 8, 2010
from 6:00-9:00pm! Submit your float
or join your friends to watch.

Live entertainment to follow
including performances by: Leila
Lopez, Amber Norgaard, Tom Goss,
Courtney Robbins and Jennifer
Corday. More info online at
tucsonpride.org/pride-events/pride-
on-parade/.

Harvard Pres:
No ROTC Until
Repeal

BOSTON (Observer Update) -
Drew Gilpin Faust, the president of
Harvard University, said that her
school would only welcome ROTC to
campus after the “don’t ask, don’t tell”
policy is repealed, advocate.com
reported.

Faust spoke with The Boston
Globe on Wednesday, the day after
the U.S. Senate failed to advance
repeal of the discriminatory policy.
She said that Harvard, which expelled
ROTC four decades ago during the
Vietnam War, looked forward to the
opportunity to “regularize our relation-
ship” with the military. That relation-
ship came under scrutiny this past
summer during the confirmation hear-
ings of Supreme Court Justice Elena
Kagan, a former dean of Harvard Law
School.

“Harvard had expelled ROTC
from campus in 1969, amid protests
against the Vietnam War,” reported
the Globe. “Today, Faust said, there is
only one reason ROTC is barred from
campus: The issue is ‘entirely linked
to ‘don’t ask, don’t tell.” ’ She said
Harvard bars discrimination by all

undergraduate groups.”
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Obama Heckled On AIDS,
Gay Rights At Fundraiser

Continued from Page One

Tickets for the event ranged
from $100 for a general reception to
$15,200 for a dinner and photo with
the president.

At the dinner, singer Barbara
Streisand and her actor husband,

“When | was running for
office .. maybe we gave people the
wrong impression about how change
happens,” Obama said.

But after reviewing for his

audience the health care overhaul,
his new Wall Street rules and other
tough policy battles, Obama said,
“People, this is what change looks

like.”

James Brolin, were among those who
heard Obama say Democrats have
accomplished “a lot to be proud
about.” But he also acknowledged
widespread voter frustration.

UofA Coming Out Week With
OUT And PROUD Ad

TUCSON (Observer Update) - As part of the University of Arizona’s
Coming Out Week, Pride Alliance is seeking to raise awareness of our diverse
community by publishing a two-page spread in the Daily Wildcat listing out and
proud LGBTQA individuals. The heading will read: “We are your friends,
classmates, professors, colleagues, co-workers, and health providers, and we
are OUT and PROUD. We are just a few of the talented and committed LGBTQA
individuals who contribute to the diversity and success of the UA community.
We invite you to join us in celebrating Coming Out Week 2010!”

This will be followed by list with names, titles and departmental
information. There will be separate sections for Faculty/Staff, Students, Alumni,
and Allies. To support this effort, please consider submitting your name and
information. Copy the following statement into an email, provide the six pieces
of information, and submit by Friday, October 1 to asuapride@gmail.com:

I, , give ASUA Pride Alliance permission to publish the
following information in the Daily Wildcat during the week of October 11-15,
2010: 1. Student, staff, faculty, or alumni?

2. First and Last Name. 3. Position, Title, Department OR Major (only one
will be published). 4. Email Address (this will not be published). 5. Phone
Number (this will not be published). 6. Do you identify as LGBTQ or an Ally?

All'information will be retained by Pride Alliance. For more information,
contact Christina Bischoff, 520-449-2688, asuapride@gmail.com.
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Florida Halts Gay Adoption
Ban

TALLAHASEE (Observer Update)
- Advocate.comr eports that the state of
Florida will immediately stop enforcing
its ban on adoptions by gay people after
the decision by a state appeals court
that the three-decade-old law is
unconstitutional, Gov. Charlie Crist
said Wednesday.

“The unanimous 3-0 decision
deals a critical blow to Florida’s 33-
year-old law banning adoption by gay
men and lesbians, and most likely
sends the case to Florida’s highest
court for resolution,” The Miami Herald
wrote.

The decision from the third
district court of appeal in Miami will
allow Frank Martin Gill, the gay father at
the center of the case, to keep the two
sons he and his partner adopted in
2009 after fostering the boys for several
years.

“'m very pleased with the
ruling on behalf of the Gills,” Crist told
reporters in Tallahassee. “It's a great
day for children. Children deserve a
loving home.”

Crist had previously supported
the state’s gay adoption ban, but earlier
this month, suggested his opinion on
the ban had softened. In a position
paper for his U.S. Senate campaign
released earlier this month, he ex-
pressed support for “hospital visitation,
inheritance and adoption rights; oppo-
sition to the ban on gays serving in the
military; support for anti-discrimination
laws and appropriations for HIV and

AIDS programs.”

The appeals court decision is
not the final word on the law. Gill and his
legal team at the American Civil
Liberties Union are hoping to take the
case to the Florida supreme court to
obtain a final statewide ruling on the
law.
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Judge: Reinstate Witt
To Air Force

TACOMA (Observer Update) - Advocate.com reported that a federal judge
ruled to have former Air Force major Margaret Witt reinstated to her job after she
was discharged under “don’t ask, don't tell.”

U.S. district judge Ronald B. Leighton ordered that she be given her job
as a flight nurse back as soon as possible. She was working at McChord Air
Force Base near Tacoma, Wash.

“I'm thrilled about the decision today,” Witt said in a statement following
the ruling. “I appreciate the Court’s belief in the professionalism of the military.
Many people forget that the U.S. military is the most diverse workforce in the
world — we are extremely versed in adaptation. Thousands of men and women
who are gay and lesbian honorably serve this country in our military. Wounded
personnel never asked me about my sexual orientation. They were just glad to
see me. | can’t wait to rejoin my unit.”

Leighton originally rejected former Witt's claim that her rights were
violated when she was discharged under “don’t ask, don’t tell” in 2006. Two
years later, an appeals court rejected his ruling, sending the case back to
Leighton. The appeal said the military can’t use sexual orientation for grounds
for firing unless it can prove the dismissal was necessary to further military
goals. Leighton had to evaluate whether Witt’s firing was valid on those grounds.

“The application of ‘don’t ask, don’t tell’ to Major Margaret Witt does not
significantly further the government’s interest in promoting military readiness,
unit morale and cohesion,” Leighton wrote Friday. “Her discharge from the Air
Force Reserves violated her substantive due process rights under the Fifth
Amendment to the United States Constitution.”

Witt graduated from Pacific Lutheran University in 1986. She served in
the Persian Gulf, has received many medals and commendations, and has
always had superb evaluations from her superiors in nearly two decades of
service, according to a statement from the American Civil Liberties Union of
Washington State, which represented Witt. James Lobsenz of Carney Badley
Spellman and Aaron Caplan of Loyola Law School also were on her legal team.

Witt also served in Operation Enduring Freedom, for which she
received a medal from President George W. Bush, commending her
“outstanding medical care” to injured service members.

James Esseks, ACLU’s LGBT project director, said the decision shows
that public opinion on gay rights is quickly shifting in a progressive direction.

“We’ll see whether the government appeals this case because they can
if they want to,” he told The Advocate. “We hope that they will just let this go
because it's clear, as the judge said, she’s a valued member of society. The
wounded soldiers she was helping didn’t care about her sexual orientation. If
they do [appeal], I'm confident that this ruling will be affirmed by the appeals
court.”

“Yet another judge has taken yet another righteous, historic, and
courageous stand against a discriminatory and unconstitutional law,” Alexander
Nicholson, founder and executive director of Servicemembers United, said in a
statement. “Major Witt's case is a clear-cut one in which her discharge itself
actually harmed unit cohesion, morale, and combat readiness.”

Witt, whose case was heard in Tacoma, is involved in one of two
ongoing legal challenges in the federal courts over “don’t ask, don’t tell.”
Thursday the Department of Justice asked U.S. district court judge Virginia
Phillips, who ruled September 9 that “don’t ask, don’t tell” is unconstitutional, to
keep the law in effect so Congress may repeal the ban. However, the U.S.
Senate failed to advance a bill containing language that would have repealed

“don’t ask, don’t tell.”
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by Jack Melichar

Two weeks ago | entered my
69" year, and on that day | realized,
really realized, that the | am a whole lot
closer to the end than to the
beginning. It has been said that
nothing will focus your attention like
staring at a hangman’s noose. How
true, how true!

In considering all that has
gone on in my life before this
milestone, | realized that | have too
often witnessed inappropriate behav-
ior and said nothing. Oh, | may have
grumbled, but that was as far as it
went. | am about to change that. If |
see something that | consider de-
meaning or downright stupid or both, |
intend to point those actions out. If
people don't like it, tough titty. I'm not
paid enough to be missy nice!

[ find two actions, in particular,
irksome - fighting in public (take your
dirty linen home!) and making nice to
strangers so free drinks or cigarettes
or both can be obtained (if you can’t
afford them, stay home!). It seems to
me that people who practice these
nefarious arts should be 86°d from the
bar. Why can’t they grasp the fact that
people don’t go there to hear the latest
saga of Sophie and Louise - or Dick
and Harry for that matter - nor do they
go out so they can become a purveyor
of booze or a cigarette machine. If |
want to buy someone a drink | will
offer, but unless you are a good friend,
don’t bother asking. This brings me to
the main point of this article.

Last Labor Day, two “ladies”
(and | use the term very loosely
indeed) not only were bumming drinks
at a local gay bar (I know this because
they hit on one of my best friends), but
were also engaged in their favorite
activity when they get drunk - fighting.
This time, however, things got way out
of hand. When they reached the

parking lot, it had escalated from
verbal assaults to fisti cuffs, and the
lesbian that behaves most like a rabid
junk yard dog, decked her “lover”. |
don’t give two hoots in hell what these
people do to each other at home. For
all | care they can kick the tar out of
each other every night. | do, however,
care very much when their behavior
jeopardizes a gay bar, any gay bar. It
isn’t as though there is a plethora of
them in Tucson. The behavior of
these two women speaks volumes of
their concern for their fellow gays -
you’re not important, we are the only
ones who matter, and right now, we
want to fight, the welfare of the bar be
damned.

To make matters even worse,
rabid dog lied to the police. She told
them her lover had “passed out”.
Indeed she did, with a bit of help from
a fist! It's as if rabid has never heard
of obstruction of justice. She may
soon find out that the powers that be
frown on such behavior. Don’t
believe me, remember Richard Nixon?

Does anyone believe that the
police are not going to take a renewed
interest in this bar. Does anyone
believe that a fire truck, an ambulance
and police cars will go unnoticed?

Bad enough that these two
are old enough to know better, but
they are also officers in a local social
organization that has been doing its
best to attract new members. Yeah
right! | am about to join a club that
allows its officers to behave like
horses asses. If these two are
officers, the logical next question
would be, “what are the members
like”? Fortunately, most of them are
good people, and they don’t spend
their time beating up on each other or
bumming booze and cigarettes.

LGBT Students Report Higher
Discrimination On
College Campuses

NEW YORK (Many LGBT people
see higher education as a place to
come out, to spread their proverbial
wings and explore a wide world
without fear, towleroad.com reports.

Unfortunately for many, that’s
not the case, for a new study from the
non-profit Campus Pride shows that
23% of LGBT students, faculty and
staff from colleges and universities
have reported anti-gay harassment.

Just as worrisome: 33% of
LGBT staff, faculty and students have
almost left their institution over
harassment or a “challenging cli-
mate,” the survey reports, and “all
GLBT students rated their campus
environment less positively than did
“straight” students.” Many Americans,
however, won’t see this as a matter for
national concern.

Itis....

The President and his admin-
istration have made multiple attempts
to highlight the nation’s flailing aca-
demic status amongst the interna-
tional community. “For years, we've

recognized that education is a
prerequisite for prosperity,” said the
President at the National Urban
League Conference this summer.

“‘And yet, we've tolerated a
status quo where America lags
behind other nations. Just last week,
we learned that in a single generation,
America went from number one to
12th in college completion rates for
young adults. Used to be number
one, now we're number 12.” Why isn’t
the general public clamoring for more
education reform?

Though the general Ameri-
can may not be impressed by news
that 43% of transgender students and
13% of all LGBT fear for their safety
on their respective campuses, if our
nation’s school systems can’t accom-
modate LGBT communities, an ever-
growing, ever-important demographic,
then those schools are doing our
nation a disfavor: a country can'’t
thrive when such a large proportion of
the population feels alienated from
the education system.

The survey isn’t all doom and
gloom, however: Campus Pride also

pointed to benefits of coming out on
campus: “The ‘more out’ GLBT stu-
dents reported more active and
collaborative learning than their
‘straight’ and ‘less out’ peers.” The
lesson here: honesty truly is the best
policy, even under trying circum-

stances.

Senator Confirms
Anti-Gay Post
Originated In Office

WASHINGTON, D.C. (Observer
Update) - The comment “All faggots
must die,” posted on Joe.My.God.
originated in the office of Sen. Saxby
Chambliss (R-Ga.), reports The Hill.

The Senator’s office confirmed
it in a statement, after denying that the
IP address came from their office.

“There has not been a determi-
nation as to who posted the comment.
That part of the review is ongoing, and
is now in the hands of the Senate
sergeant at arms,” the statement read.

Chambiliss’s office employs 42
staffers.
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COMMENTARY. ...

by John Corvino

The Invention Of Marriage

Once upon a time, in a land far away, a Council of Elders convened to
ponder the challenges of human relationships. Noticing that male-female
relationships frequently involve sex, and that sex often makes babies, this
“Relationship Council” decided that an institution was needed to regulate adults’
behavior for children’s benefit. Thus marriage was invented.

The Relationship Council is, of course, a figment of my imagination. But
not just mine, apparently: conservative opponents of marriage equality often
seem to believe in something very much like it. I'm referring to their tendency to
speak of THE purpose of marriage, as if this rich social institution had one
unitary, fixed, transcultural and transhistorical purpose—a single problem which
it was designed to solve—rather than arising, as human social institutions
typically do, in a far messier way.

So for example, in their recent cover story “The Case for Marriage,” the
editors of National Review confidently declare, “The reason marriage exists is
that the sexual intercourse of men and women regularly produces children.”

Not “a@” reason, or even “the most important” reason, but THE reason.
The Relationship Council must have declared it so.

An even stronger version of this implicit myth suggests that marriage
was notinvented at all, but rather discovered, much as one might discover blood
types or other natural divisions. On this view, our legal and social institution of
marriage merely tracks something already present. Assuming that it does so
correctly, alterations to it would not merely be unwise—they would embody a kind
of falsehood. (The National Review editors, like most conservative
commentators on the issue, seem to vacillate between the weaker and stronger
myth.)

Needless to say, | find this understanding of marriage absurd, both
philosophically and historically. Whatever else it is, marriage is an evolving
social institution. Like virtually every other, it has multiple overlapping
purposes—most of which reinforce one another, some of which exist in tension.
(Compare, for example, modern marriages of choice with traditional European
arranged marriages.)

But the myth gets worse. For it appears that the Relationship Council’s
ultimate concern wasn’t about children at all, since infertile heterosexual
couples may marry whereas same-sex couples—even those with children—may
not. Why not? According to the National Review editors (who sound an awful lot
like Princeton’s Robert P. George):

“The philosophical answer boils down to the observation that itis mating
that gives marriage its orientation toward children. An infertile couple can mate
even if it cannot procreate. Two men or two women literally cannot mate.”

Got that? Marriage is for mating.

The idea that marriage=mating looks even worse when you consider its
implications. It implies that married heterosexual couples who are having sex
but aren’t “mating”—because, for example, they’re engaging in orgasmic oral
sex, or because they’re using contraception—are pursuing a kind of “counterfeit”
intimacy.

But wait, there’s more. Imagine a heterosexual couple, deeply in love,
where the male is paralyzed from the waist down. Can this couple marry?

They cannot, on this view, for they cannot “mate.” Thus the male’s
sexual stimulation of the female could achieve no more than “an impermissible
illusion of (a counterfeit experience of) true one-flesh union, not its reality,” as
one of George’s students recently put it to me.

This view of marriage is not just false. It’s not just foolish. It’s inhumane.

If this were all, it would be bad enough. But as if they wanted to make
extra-sure that their argument was unsound, the National Review editors did not
rest content merely with a false premise (namely, that the purpose of marriage
is “mating”). That would have been too easy. Instead, they took that false
premise, and proceeded to draw an invalid inference from it. That s, they argued
from what is not true to what does not follow.

Purely for the sake of argument, let us grant that the purpose of
marriage is mating. Indeed, let us grant that this is obviously so, as obvious as
that ears are for hearing.

It is simply a non-sequitur to move from that premise to the conclusion
that marriage may never be used for other purposes, such as recognizing,
fortifying and protecting same-sex couples and their families.

After all, ears are for hearing, but they are also quite useful for keeping
one’s eyeglasses from slipping down one’s nose. They can do that even for
those who do not or cannot use them to hear (i.e. the deaf).

Securing their eyeglasses is something the National Review editors
ought to try. For then they might better see what is crystal-clear to growing
numbers of Americans: Same-sex couples, too, have needs that marriage
serves well, and society has an interest in promoting stable family units for all its
members. Even those whose sex doesn’t count as “mating.”

(John Corvino, Ph.D. is an author, speaker, and philosophy professor at
Wayne State University in Detroit. His column “The Gay Moralist” appears at
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AROUND THE GAY GLOBE. . .

LONDON (Observer Update) - Fashionistas celebrated the life and
legacy of Alexander McQueen in a solemn ceremony at St. Paul’s Cathedral,
seven months after his suicide shocked the designing world, the AP reported
on 365Gay.com.

The service for McQueen briefly brought London Fashion Week to a
halt as top designers, models and editors came to pay their respects to the
enfant terrible of British fashion, who was 40 when he died in early February.
He had a history of depression and was said to be devastated by the recent
loss of his mother. His suicide has deprived the British fashion world of its
biggest and most controversial star. The service was attended by many of the
models and actresses who loved McQueen’s work, including Naomi
Campbell, Kate Moss, Sarah Jessica Parker, Jade Parfitt and others, including
designer Stella McCartney.

Anna Wintour, editor-in-chief of the American edition of Vogue
magazine, was the first of McQueen’s admirers to speak. Wearing an elegant
black-and-gold outfit, she praised his “exceptional legacy of brilliant
inspiration.” She said McQueen was never satisfied with his work and always
vowed to do better, even when he had broken new ground. Wintour and others
hinted at his dark side. She spoke of his sometimes “savage tongue” and the
discomfort he felt with the social niceties required by the fashion world. “We
always forgave Alexander,” she said after describing how McQueen failed to
show up for his first-ever Vogue photo shoot and then told editors there that he
couldn’t care less about the magazine - one of the fashion industry’s most
influential publications.

“It was beautiful, but very intense,” said Parfitt afterward. “I'm at a loss
for words.”

Icelandic singer and actress Bjork, wearing an unusual McQueen
outfit complete with mock wings, sang “Gloomy Sunday,” a dark song dealing
with death and loss popularized by American singer Billie Holiday.

Jewelry designer Shaun Leane spoke about his long, intense
friendship with McQueen, and leading hatmaker Philip Treacy read one of the
prayers.

McQueen became famous for dramatic and often hard-to-define
creations, like lobster-claw high heels. They never sold in great numbers, but

his was one of fashion’s best-known brands.

october 6, 2010

PAGE SEVEN

‘Tales of the City’ Musical Cast

SAN FRANCISCO (Observer Up-
date) - Tony award-winning actress
Betty Buckley will play Anna Madrigal,
one of the vivid characters in the
workshop production of the much
anticipated musical stage adaptation of
Armistead Maupin’s Tales of the City,
reports Broadway World.

Advocate.com reported that
Buckley announced her casting via
Twitter, writing “Doing 3 wk workshop n
SF for ACT of Tales of the City, new
musical. Playing Anna Madrigal. Jason
Moore directing! So excited!”

The stage production, which
will premiere next May at American
Conservatory Theatre, is based on
Maupin’s beloved novels Tales of the
City and More Tales of the City. It
features a score by Jason Sellards,

a.k.a. Jake Shears of the band Scissor
Sisters, and John Garden. The book is by
Tony award-winner Jeff Whitty. The full
production of Tales is scheduled for May
17-June 19, 2011.

Buckley won a Tony award for
her performance in the musical Cats.
Whitty won a Tony award for writing
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BUZZ - BUZZ - BUZZ - BUZZ -
Gay Marriage
Opposition Brief Filed

SAN FRANCISCO (Observer Update) - A gay marriage opposition brief
has been filed to a federal appeals court in California by 10 states, reports the
Associated Press.

Advocate.com reports that the 39 page amicus brief states that the
Constitution does not require marriage to include same_sex couples and states,
not federal courts, have final say in whether to allow same_sex marriages. The
brief was sent to the 9th Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals.

Last month a federal judge ruled that that California’s Proposition 8, a
voter_passed ban on same_sex marriage, was unconstitutional. Judge Vaughn
Walker ruled there was no legitimate state interest in preventing same_sex mar-
riages and that “moral disapproval” alone wasn'’t sufficient reason to justify ban-
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ning it. The case is currently being appealed.

States who joined the brief against gay marriage are Alabama, Florida,
Idaho, Indiana, Louisiana, Michigan, South Carolina, Utah, Virginia, and Wyo-

ming.

Is Jesse Tyler Ferguson
Annoying?

LOS ANGELES (Observer Update) -
Jesse Tyler Ferguson, the
Emmy_nominated star of ABC’s
Modern Family, has another indication
that his career is in full swing — a
profile on website AmIAnnoying.com.
The site lets readers vote on whether
they find notable figures annoying. The
out actor, who plays half of a gay
couple on the hit sitcom, currently has
a 41% annoyance rating.

Listed among the presumably
sarcastic reasons he might be
annoying are:

He is a gay man best known
for portraying a gay man in Mitchell
Pritchett. That's a bit of a stretch.

His dad kept forgetting about

his sexual orientation on several
occasions growing up.

Reasons he might not be
annoying include:

He enjoys the fact that he gets
to play one half of a gay couple that is
portrayed like a regular couple on
Modern Family.

Like most of the adult cast of
Modern Family, he was nominated for
an Emmy for his work on the show’s
first season.

He got to work with Al Pacino
in a Central Park production of The
Merchant of Venice in the summer of
2010.

69 Reps Urge Obama To End
DADT

WASHINGTON, D.C. (Observer
Update) - Advocate.com reports that
Congress’s three openly gay represen-
tatives, Barney Frank, Tammy Baldwin,
and Jared Polis were joined by 66 col-
leagues in sending a letter Thursday
to President Barack Obama urging him
to ensure the law that bars gays and
lesbians from openly serving in the
military is repealed.

“To stay above the rest, to re-
main the most formidable military force
in the world, we must innovate, change
and grow,” they wrote.

“As we update our weaponry
and strategy, so too must we open our
policy encourage as much cohesive-
ness and camaraderie as possible. In
the military where lives rely on trust and
determination, DADT represents nei-
ther.”
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Poet’'s Corner

NAME GAME
by Ron Rose - Tucson

Can’t find a lemon on Mt. Lemmon
No race cars race on Speedway
No river boats on River

No Princes live on Prince

No Rockettes dance on Broadway
Folks on Congress pass no laws.
Thesse little naming errors
Expose these naming flaws.

e
The Way | Saw It. . .by Gary Clark

NOTE: Before his untimely death, Gary Clark had worked on this
newspaper for nearly 40 years as graphic artist and Entertainment Editor. Part
of his heritage was producing a weekly humorous drawing of life 'as he saw it’. It
is amazing that most of these drawings are as funny and entertaining today as
they were in past years. We have decided to open the ‘vaults’ on these faultless
viewpoints. Enjoy!

|
4th Accuser Files Suit Against

Long

ATLANTA (Observer Update) - A fourth man has come forward claiming to
have been coerced into having a sexual relationship with megachurch pastorand
antigay activist Reverend Eddie Long.

Spencer LeGrande said Long invited him to Kenya in 2005, when he was
17, the Associated Press reports. On that trip, he said, Long gave him a sleeping
pill, and they engaged in two sexual acts. Long, who allegedly told LeGrande, I
will be like your father,” also reportedly said “engaging in a sexual relationship
was a healthy component of a spiritual life.”

LeGrande was a member of Long’s satellite church in Charlotte, N.C.
LeGrande said the pastor encouraged him to move to Atlanta, where he joined
Long’s main church, the New Birth Missionary Baptist Church, which boasts
25,000 members. However, in October 2009, after becoming “disillusioned,”
LeGrande moved back to Charlotte.

LeGrande has filed suit against Long, joining Anthony Flagg, Maurice
Robinson, and Jamal Parris, three other churchgoers who filed lawsuits this
week containing similar accusations of sexual abuse in exchange for money,
traveling, and gifts.

Long issued a statement calling the claims “ugly” and “false,” adding that
they have hurt him deeply. He said he would explain the ordeal to his flock this
Sunday.

“I have devoted my life to helping others and these false allegations hurt
me deeply,” he said in a statement. “But my faith is strong and the truth will
emerge. All | ask is for your patience as we continue to categorically deny each
and every one of these ugly charges. Finally, as | have done for thousands of
others over my decades of preaching, | ask for your prayers for me, my family and
our church.”

The Southern Poverty Law Center, which monitors homophobia and
bigotry, calls Long “one of the most virulently homophobic black leaders in the

religiously based anti-gay movement.”
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MASSAGE & BODYWORK by
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tion. Call anytime 520.488.0229
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Tantric sensual MASSAGE Ecstatic
Sumptous Sessions! A TRUE healing
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for men. Marc - 881-4582, 8AM - 8PM
- Touching men with compassion since
1981. 1365

FULL BODY MASSAGE - Li-
censed. 17 years. $50. 237-7956
1362

SERVICES

ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS

Let me keep your clothes fitting

properly and in good repair. Experi-

enced — Economical — Prompt. Merle
Hudson, (520)888-7264 in Tucson.

1356

1 In 5 Gay Men In Big Cities

Hav

ATLANTA (Observer Update) -
Nineteen percent of gay and bisexual
men in major U.S. cities have HIV, but
half of those infected are unaware they
carry the virus, according to a
government study, reports
advocate.com.

Jonathan Mermin, director of
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention’s HIV/AIDS Prevention
division, said the proportion of those

ewhcl)-!i!l\n/ot know whether they were

HIV-positive was high for black men.

The study tested 8,153 menin
21 of the nation’s major cities for the
2008 National HIV Behavioral Surveil-
lance System, according to Reuters.
The results showed that 28% of black
gay and bisexual men had the virus,
while 18% of Latino men and 16% of
white men were infected.

Mehiman Backs
“Pro-Family” Candidate

NEW YORK (Observer Update) -
Former Republican National Commit-
tee chairman Ken Mehlman is throwing
his weight behind a conservative
congressional candidate who claims to
be “pro-life” and “pro-family.”

Randy Altschuler, the Republi-
can and Conservative parties’ candi-
date in a district on Long Island, is
running against Democratic represen-
tative Thomas Bishop, a pro-equality
candidate, backed by the National

Stonewall Democrats, according to
Towleroad.

Mehlman appears on an invi-
tation for a fund-raiser for Altschuler,
which was reposted by Politico.
Altschuler was endorsed by former
Massachusetts governor and possible
2012 presidential candidate Mitt Rom-

ney.
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SUNDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm - 2am It’s Latin Sunday like
the good ol’ days. Catch DJ Dmenace spinning the best
Cumbias. Get your Bucket of Beer ... 5 Bud Bottles for $5!

COYOTE MOON PUB — Open 11am. Beer Bust
Sunday - $1 draft beers (12 oz), domestic only; $2.25
domestic long necks. Hair of dog special $1.50 well bloody
mary, screwdriver,,Cape Cod, salty dog or margarita.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm $2
Well or Domestic Beer. Karaoke on the Patio 4-8:30pm.
Burger BBQ 5-8pm + $1 pint draft. 9pm-close Karaoke
inside with Troy & $1.50 Well or Domestic Beer, $2.50 Call
or Premium Beer. DJ Hurricane on the Patio.

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am. Peter’'s
Build Your Own Bloody Mary Bar 11am-2pm. Happy Hour
11am-8pm (excluding special events). Full Menu Kitchen
open 11am-8pm. Back Pocket Patio Bar 2pm-2am. Beer
Bust 2pm-7pm. Karaoke with Michael D 9pm-Close. Drag
Bingo every other Sunday 8-9pm. Check our Ad for
Special Events or Parties

MONDAY

THE BIZ - Closed for employee training.

COYOTE MOON PUB — Open 3pm. Happy Hour
3 - 8 p.m. $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints. $3.50
sm. Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Bucket 0” Beer - $10 Domestic, $12
Imports and microbrews (4 beers to a bucket, for 2 or more
people, Some brands excluded).

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm $2
Well or Domestic Beer. 8pm-close $5 Scratch Long Island
Varieties. 9pm-close DJ Hurricane with “All Request
Music”.

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am. Happy Hour
11am--8pm (excl spec events) Full Menu Kitchen open
11am-10pm Back Pocket Patio Bar 8pm-close. Karaoke
with Michael D. 9pm-close.

TUESDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. Happy Hour 5-8 and
Game Night all night long. Play Wii, beer pong and pool
with the staff.

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 3pm. Happy Hour
3-8. $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints. Girlz Nite .75
for your favorite well drink or domestic drafts 6-8pm.
Ladies only Texas Hold ‘Em Poker 6 p.m. Y-Not Karaoke
with Anna at 8pm. - Drink specials during karaoke $1
Michelob Ultra or Bud Light.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2
Well or Domestic Beer. 8pm-close “2’sDay” - $2 Well or
Domestic Beer. DJ Q 9pm-close.

WOODY’S - Open 11am- 2am. Happy

Hour 11am-8pm (excl spec events). Full Menu Kitchen
open 11am-10pm. Back Pocket Patio Bar open 8pm-
close, Caribbean Party Night with Woody’s own Specialty
Mojitos, Caprioskas and Martinis with Tucson’s Hottest
Bartenders.

WEDNESDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. Happy Hour 5-8pm.
Wild Wednesday 18+ Party with DJ White Shadow
spinning the hottest Hip Hop, R&B and top 40 remix dance
of today. 21+ NO COVER. 18+ $8 Cover.

COLORS - Open 4-10pm. Happy Hour 4-7pm,
$3.75 Skyy cocktails, $3.00 Domestics and Well. % price
appetizers 4-6. Full menu served until 10pm. Nightly
dinner specials.

COYOTE MOON PUB —-Open 3pm. Happy Hour
All Day $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3.50 sm.
Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Pitchers. Boyz Night - .75 for your
favorite well drink or domestic draft beer for men 6-8pm.
Karaoke with Anna at 8pm drink specials during karaoke
$1 Michelob Ultra or Bud Light..

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2
Well or Domestics. “Diva-Licious” show w/Bunny FuFu.
11pm - -close “Reverse Happy Hour”. DJ Q Inside & DJ
Mike Lopez playing 80s music on the Patio.

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am;. Happy
Hour 11am-8pm excl. special events). Ful Kitchen open
11am-10pm. Back Pocket Bar open 8pm-close. Service
Industry Employee Special All Day Long - $1 off all drinks
except schnapps and draft. Different Themed Underwear
Party 9pm-close with $1.00 off for those who participate
(excl. Schnapps and Draft). Retro 80s & 90s Dance with
DJ Clint 9 til close..
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THURSDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. Happy Hour 5-8pm.
Y-NOT Karaoke 9pm-2am with Meco pouring the best
drinks in town. Come out and play.

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 3pm. Happy Hour
3 -8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3.50
sm. Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Pitcher. Latin Thursday: Latin music
8pm to close. $2,50 well margaritas. $3 Mexican beers,
$3.50 Jose Cuervo.

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2
Well or Domestics. 10pm-close “Boyz Nite Out” w/
Bartenders in their underwear. DJ Hurricane spinning
Top 40 & DJ Mike Lopez on the patio. $1.75 Long Island,
$1.50 Tequila Shots, $3 Skyy Cape Cods and $4 Skyy
Cosmos.

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am; Happy

Hour 11am-8pm (excl Spec Events); Full Menu Kitchen
open 11am-10pm. Back Pocket Patio Bar open 8pm-
close. Cheap Party Day **FREE POOL**, $1.00 PBR
Longnecks, $2.00 Tecate Longnecks. Techno and Top
40 Dance with DJ Jeff 9pm - close..

FRIDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. Happy Hour 5-8 pm.
GoGo Fridays with 2-4-1 drinks for the ladies til midnight.
Catch Shorty spinning the hottest Hip Hop, R&B and Top 40
remix dance of today.

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 3pm. Happy Hour 3
-8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints. $3.50 Sm.
Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Pitcher. Shots shot specials 8-close..
Dance lessons with Lawrence at 7pm $5 per person,
Country Dancing 8:30 p.m. to close with DJ Pat.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2
Well or Domestics. 9pm -close DJ Hurricane inside. 10pm-
close DJ Mike Lopez with “I'm a Sexy Bitch Night” on the
patio.

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am; Happy

Hour 11am-8pm (excl spec events). Full Menu Kitchen
open 11am-11pm Back Pocket Patio Bar open 5pm-close.
Enjoy the Live vocals and piano stylings of Susan Artemis
6-9pm.

SATURDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm - 2am. Latin night with
Latin Drag Show the 1%, 3" and 4" Saturdays of the
month. DJ Dmenace spinnin’ the best Cumbias,
Salsa & Merengue. $3 pitchers and $2 Tequila shotz
all night long!

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open at 2pm.
Happy Hour 2-8pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks
& pints. $3.50 sm. Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Plus check out
the bartenders choice of shot specials. $5.00
cheeseburger & fries. $3.00 Cuervo and $4.75 Jager
Bombs. Check our calendar for the Saturday Night
Special Entertainment.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm,
$2 Well or Domestics. 5-8pm Karaoke on the patio
$1Draft Pints. 9pm “Saturday Starrlett's” w/Bunny
FuFu & Janee Starr. After the show, DJ Q spinning
inside & 10pm-close, DJ Mike Lopez with the “Party
on the Patio”.

WOODY’'S - Open 11am-2am;
Happy Hour 10am-8pm (excl spec events); Full
Menu Kitchen open11am-11pm. Back Pocket Patio
Bar open 5pm-close. Techno and Top 40 Dance with
DJ Jeff 9pm til close. Check our ad for Twice-A-
Month Special Events or Themed Parties.
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CHILL WITH A
SUMMER
MASSAGE

Starting @ $49.00
Outcall only 24/7

Friendly & Courteous Guy
TONY 520-390-0330

Your 401k might not be in great
shape buy why shouldn’t YOU

PERSONAL
TRAINER

Private Gym

$20/Hour I
Call ANDREW
520-909-4649

WATER OF LIFE
Metropolitan Community Church

The Reverend Elder Dr. Charlie Arehart, Senior Pastor
Sunday Worship: 10:15 am

Wednesday Worship: 6:30 pm

2nd Wednesday of the Month
October 13th; November 10th; December 8th

3269 N. Mountain Ave.
Tucson, AZ 85719

292-9151

www.wolmcc.org
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Lesbian Pioneer Johnston Dies
At 91

HARTFORD (Observer Update)
- Advocate.com reports that Jill
Johnston, the author of books includ-
ing Lesbian Nation and one of the first
women to come out in the mainstream
media. She was 81.

According to an obituary
published in The New York Times,
Johnston in Hartford, Conn., as the
result of a stroke, said her spouse,
Ingrid Nyeboe, whom she married in
Connecticut last year. Johnston, a
longtime dance critic for The Village
Voice, published Lesbian Nation: The
Feminist Solution in 1973. In the
groundbreaking work, which helped
launch the lesbian separatist move-
ment, she argued for a complete break
from men and the capitalist institutions
dominated by men.

“Jill Johnston was really an
inspiration to very young lesbians who
were just coming out,” said Roberta
Sklar, a New York City-based commu-
nications consultant, in a conversation
with The Advocate. “We followed her
avidly.” Sklar once worked as a
director at Caffe Cino, an off-off-
Broadway venue Johnston frequented
in the 1970s, and she chatted with the
critic on numerous occasions. “She
said it all, and at the same time, she
broke the rules, particularly by being
out, by being a public figure who made
no apologies for who she was,” said
Sklar.

The Times recounts a famous
episode from 1971 in which Johnston,
with Germaine Greer, Diana Trilling,
and Jacqueline Ceballos of the
National Organization for Women
debated Norman Mailer at Town Hall in
Manhattan. “After reciting a feminist-

lesbian poetic manifesto and an-
nouncing that ‘all women are
lesbians except those that don’t
know it yet, Ms. Johnston was
joined onstage by two women. The
three, all friends, began kissing and
hugging ardently, upright at first but
soon rolling on the floor. “Mailer,
appalled, begged the women to
stop. ‘Come on, Jill, be a lady,’ he
sputtered.”

Following the height of her
fame as a lesbian, Johnston contin-
ued to write for Art News, Art in
America, and the New York Times
Sunday Book Review. Her other
books include Marmalade Me;
Gullibles Travels; Mother Bound;
Paper Daughter; Secret Lives in Art;
Jasper Johns: Privileged Informa-
tion; At Sea on Land: Extreme
Politics; and most recently a novel,
England’s Child.

Born in London in 1929,
Johnston was taken to the United
States as an infant and raised on
Long Island in New York. She
graduated from Tufts University in
1951. Her first marriage, to Richard
Lanham, lasted six years and ended
in divorce in 1964. In addition to
Nyeboe, she is survived by two
children, Richard Lanham and
Winifred Lanham, and four grand-
children. Johnston’s legacy likely will
loom large over the the fall festival to
be presented by the Center for
Lesbian and Gay Studies at the City
University of New York next month.
In Amerika They Call Us Dykes:
Lesbian Lives in the 70s will take

place October 8, 9, and 10.
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Dan Savage Aims To Save
LGBT Kids

SEATTLE (Observer Update) - Advocate.com reports that writer Dan
Savage is reaching out to LGBT teenagers to let them know life may be difficult
now, but “it gets better.”

The “It Gets Better” Project is inspired by the suicide of 15-year-old
Indiana teenager Billy Lucas, who hanged himself last week in his family’s barn
after enduring bullying from his classmates. After writing a post on The Slog
about Lucas’s death last week, one commenter expressed a desire to have
spoken to him to tell him that things get better.

Savage, in his September 21 Savage Love podcast, said he felt the
same way and decided to address the problem. The project is a YouTube
channel where LGBT adults can upload videos targeted at gay teens to let then
know their future can still be bright.

The first video posted features Savage and his husband talking about
growing up as gay teenagers.
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