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Washington State Domestic
Partner Law Takes Effect

Amanda Swarr and T. Steel, dressed for the occasion, stand in line to sign up

for their domestic Partner papers

OLYMPIA, Washington (Observer
Update) - Washington state’s domes-
tic partner law went into effect Monday
(July 23) allowing same and opposite-
sex couples to register their relation-
ships and receive some of the state-
sanctioned benefits of marriage.

People, mainly Gay and
Lesbian couples, began lining up
overnight at the Secretary of State’s
office. Other couples opted to register
by mail.

Gov. Chris Gregoire signed
the legislation in April, nearly a year
after the state Supreme Court upheld
Washington’s ban on same-sex mar-
riage.

The law gives couples who
register hospital visitation rights, the
ability to authorize autopsies and
organ donations and inheritance
rights when there is no will.

To registered couples must
pay a $50 fee and be able to prove
they share a home, not be married or
in a domestic relationship with
someone else, and be at least 18.

The restriction for unmarried
couples are more restrictive. One
partner must be at least 62. Lawmak-
ers said that provision was included to
help seniors who are at risk of losing
pension rights and Social Security
benefits if they remarry.

In January during Senate
hearings a woman whose same-sex
partner died as a result of flooding s
month earlier told lawmakers that she
had difficulty getting into the hospital
to see her dying lover.

In emotional testimony
Charlene Strong told how partner Kate
Fleming got trapped in the basement
studio where she ran an audio
company. As the water rose she was
unable to open the door to get out.

Rescuers finally broke through
and rushed Fleming to an area hospital.

But at the hospital Strong was
told told she could not be with her dying
partner of nearly 10 years because she
was not a relative. Finally officials
relented when a family member inter-
ceded. Fleming died moments later.

Even as she tried to plan
Fleming’s funeral Strong faced road-
blocks.

Rep. Ed Murray, D-Seattle, and his
partner Michael Shiosaki are helpeed
by D/ Ann Peter while they register as
domestic partners.

Strong told committee mem-
bers that if they had been an opposite-
sex married couple, or had civil union
rights she would have had no trouble.

Last July the Washington Su-
preme Court upheld the state’s so-
called Defense of Marriage Act that
limits marriage to opposite-sex couples.

The court cited the argument
that marriage was designed for the
procreation of children. But the court
noted the legislature could overturn the
law or amend it to include Gay pairs.
(story)

Gay and Lesbian couples
denied marriage licenses filed suit in
2004. Two lower courts ruled that the
state law barring Gay marriage was
unconstitutional and the the high court
heard arguments in the case in March
2005.

Governor Asks UPS To
Recoghize Same-Sex Unions

TRENTON, New Jersey (Observer Up-
date) - GovernorJon S. Corzine has senta
letter to the United Parcel Service of
America—UPS—asking the shipping con-
glomerate to recognize the state’s civil
unions law and offer Gay employees
benefits for their partners similar to those
of married workers, advocate.com re-
ported.

The company has been targeted
by Gay rights activists, who assert that
partnered Gay employees are not being
treated the same as their married
coworkers regardless of state laws that
requires employers to do so.

UPS argues that the New Jersey
law does not change company policy,
which is governed by federal law. Corzine
said the company should consider extend-
ing benefits anyway.

“Surely, as a company with a long-
standing commitment to its employees
and the community, UPS would not want to
make its employees and their families face
these difficult choices based on the
subtleties of the interaction of federal and
state law,” Corzine wrote.

The LGBT advocacy group
Lambda Legal initiated the bid to try to
force UPS to provide partner’s benefits for
its Gay employees. Lambda Legal senior
staff attorney David Buckel told CBS that
he appreciates the governor’s letter of
support. “It's quite a governor who reaches
out to help a couple families like this,” he
said to CBS. “We don’t know if we'll get a

letter from the governor for each
family and each company.”

Steven Goldstein, chair-
man of the LGBT rights group
Garden State Equality, told the
Associated Press that the UPS
situation is not an isolated incident.

NJ Governor Jon Corzine

“When you have hundreds of
companies in New Jersey refusing
to respect this law, there’s some-
thing wrong with the law itself,”
Goldstein said.

In February, New Jersey
became at the time the third state to
recognize civil unions for same-sex
couples. The law was a reaction to
a state supreme court decision that
asked the legislature to extend to
Gay partners benefits similar to
those of married straight couples,
including employee health benefits.

Study Sheds Light On
Domestic Violence
In LGBT Relationships

WASHINGTON, D.C. (Observer Update) -
Contrary to conservative rhetoric, many
loving, lifelong partnerships can be found

among LGBT people, reported
advocate.com.
Unfortunately, some problems

plague heterosexual and same-sex rela-
tionships alike. A recent report released by
the National Coalition of Anti-Violence
Programs documents over 3,000 cases of
domestic violence between LGBT part-
ners.

Research gathered from 3,534
reported incidents of domestic violence
between LGBT individuals in 2006 found
the problem affecting Gay and Lesbian
relationships equally. Transgender indi-
viduals accounted for 5%-10% of these
cases.

As in heterosexual relationships,
the true scope of the problem is obscured
due to the large number of victims who
remain silent about violence at home.
Among LGBT victims specifically, coming-
out fears and shame over sexual
orientation keep many from seeking help,

according to the study.

In a press release, NCAVP
executive director Clarence Patton
explained how the report is vital for
shedding light on the subject.

‘In a changing political
climate where issues like hate-
violence legislation and the Gay
marriage debate are routinely
making headlines, we must ensure
that the voices of survivors and
victims of violence within our
communities are heard. Pressure
to keep silent about violence within
one’s relationship can be over-
whelming, and LGBT-inclusive ser-
vices are still hard to come by.

“This report is an important
step in breaking that silence and
contributing to a world where LGBT
communities and our allies support
each other, not only in eliminating
discrimination against our commu-
nities in domestic-violence ser-
vices, but in eliminating domestic
violence itself.”
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EighthAnnual
Sidewinders - TIHAN
Baseball Benefit,
July 29

TUCSON (Observer Update) - The
Eighth Annual Tucson Sidewinders
Baseball Game to benefit TIHAN is
coming up on Sunday, July 29, 6:00
p.m., gates opening at 5:30 p.m.

Come out and enjoy “the boys
of summer’ as the 2006 Triple-A
Baseball Champion Sidewinders play
the Albuquerque Isotopes.

Admission includes a ticket to
the game, hamburgers/hot dogs and all
the fixings, sodas, and support of
TIHAN (part of each ticket is a tax-
deductible donation to TIHAN).

Enjoy press-box seating or
open air seating at the ballpark.

Tickets are $30 in advance or
$35 at the door, and are now on sale at
the TIHAN office (520) 299-6647, and
credit card orders can be taken by
phone..

Anti-Gay Bias In
Scottsdale? Beating

Revives Debate

COTTSDALE - A 27-year-old Gay
man, who was punched in the jaw after
he left a Gay bar, has revived debate
over what some consider Scottsdale’s
anti-Gay bias, the Arizona Republic
reported Monday, July 23.

But during his four-minute call
to 9-1-1 after the July 16 attack,
Nicholas Gearing repeatedly swore at
a police dispatcher, and chastised her
for talking to him “like a 5-year-old,”
saying, “(Expletive) Scottsdale cops
are always 10 minutes late.” The
dispatcher ordered him to “stop
swearing at me,” so she could get him
help. During an interview, Gearing said
he doesn’t remember much of the call,
but said he was “in a crisis” and
apologized for “making the dispatcher’s
difficult job even more difficult. Gear-
ing, a Scottsdale waiter and Arizona
State University student, made the call
after he was punched in the jaw by one
of two men who shouted sexual slurs at
him and a friend as they left a
downtown Scottsdale Gay bar about

1:45 a.m. July 16. The attack on
Gearing, considered a hate crime by
Scottsdale police, is the second since
December involving Gay men.
Scottsdale police are investigating
both cases, said Sgt. Mark Clark, a
police spokesman.

Gearing’s attack triggered a
private meeting Friday (July 20) among
a Gay-rights group and others, includ-
ing a representative from the Scottsdale
Human Relations Commission. Gear-
ing said the group is gathering more
information about the attack. Sam
Holdren of Equity Arizona organized
the meeting. Holdren also was part of
an effort by the Arizona Human Rights
Fund to ask Mayor Mary Manross to
declare June as Gay Awareness
Month in Scottsdale. Instead, Manross
deleted mention of Gays and Lesbians
and reserved June for “Human Rela-
tions Diversity Observance Month.”
Holdren says Scottsdale is out-of-
touch with its Gay and Lesbian
community. He pointed to some
Scottsdale officials who have criticized
the Scottsdale Convention & Visitor's
Bureau for marketing the city for Gay
and Lesbian events.

Gearing, who said he has felt
anti-Gay bias in Scottsdale before,
gave this account of his attack: After
leaving BS West, a downtown
Scottsdale bar, Gearing and a friend
stopped in a parking garage to hug
goodbye. Two men came running
toward them, screaming sexual slurs at
them, as Gearing jumped into his car.
When Gearing drove toward the men,
one of them kicked in the passenger
side of his car. The other slammed his
fist through the back windshield of his
Ford Focus. That same man raced
around the car and, with his bloody fist,
punched him in the jaw through the
open driver’s side window. “I thought
this guy must be hurt and wouldn’t keep
coming after me,” Gearing said.
Injured, Gearing ran after the men, still
talking to the 9-1-1 dispatcher on his
cell phone. As he ran, he said he told
the men he had a gun “so they wouldn’t
attack me again.” On the tape he says,
“I'm going to shoot him,” but insists he
was talking to his assailants, and not
the dispatcher. When the dispatcher
questioned him about the gun, he told
her he had lied. Gearing said at first he
did not want to tell his story, but said he
was “more mad than sad,” and hoped
his ordeal “would get others to speak
out.”

Wingspan AVP
Statistics Included In
National Domestic

Violence Report

TUCSON - The National Coalition of
Anti-Violence Programs (NCAVP), an
LGBT specific network of community
based organizations, recently re-
leased its Annual Report on Domestic
Violence within the LGBT communities
in the United States. As a member of
the NCAVP and host of the 2007
NCAVP Roundtable, the Wingspan
Anti-Violence Project was one of
fourteen contributors to this report. To
read the complete report, please visit
ncavp.org.

“As is included in the report,
five regions recorded 100 or more
caseloads of domestic violence: Los
Angeles, San Francisco, New York
City, the state of Colorado, and
Tucson. To see a mid-sized city like
Tucson included in this list demon-
strates the effectiveness and impact of
the Wingspan Anti-Violence Project,”
observed Cathy Busha, Director of
Programs at Wingspan.

The Wingspan Anti-Violence
Project, which celebrated its 10th
anniversary this past October, is a
social change and social service
program that works to address and end
violence in the lives of Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT)
people.

‘I would invite all social
service providers, medical and educa-
tional professionals and the LGBT
community at large to read the report.
Even in 2007, there are still many
LGBT-identified people who, because
of fear of discrimination, do not report
crimes or seek help for an unsafe
situation. The Wingspan AVP is here to
help people through that process and
to advocate for their rights,” said Oscar
Jimenez, Program Coordinator of the
Wingspan Anti-Violence Project

If you or someone you know is
experiencing domestic sexual vio-
lence, discrimination, or harassment,
free, confidential help is available 24
hours a day from the Wingspan AVP at
(800) 553-9387 or (520) 624-0348

Discrimination
Surprises Bar Patron

SCOTTSDALE - Michele de
LaFreniere, the transgender woman
who filed a complaint against a
Scottsdale nightclub that refused her
admittance, said she is used to being
stared at but is not used to discrimina-
tion, the Arizona Republic reported.
“Growing up as a White male, | never
knew discrimination,” de LaFreniere
said Thursday at a news conference.

The 52-year-old, who started
outwardly identifying as a female in
June 2004, filed a civil rights complaint
with the state Attorney General’s Office
against Anderson’s Fifth Estate. The
owner of the nightclub, Tom Anderson,
said he is scheduled to meet with state
investigators Aug. 7. De LaFreniere
said she routinely danced the night
away to ‘80s music at Anderson’s Fifth
Estate, both as a man and as awoman,
with no incident. Trouble started in
September, when she started bringing
five or six friends “in different parts of
transition.” One evening, she said, one
of her friends asked the bouncer which
bathroom to use and he said to use
whichever one made the friend com-
fortable. The friend chose the women'’s
room, but found the toilet too gross.
“So, she stood up,” de LaFreniere said,
“and there was a complaint.” Other
friends used the men’s room, but a
male patron took a picture using a
cellphone camera, she said.

Continued on Page Three
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Reveille Gay Men’s Chorus,
Tucson’s premiere men’s chorus, has
once again taken its show on the road.
On June 1st Reveille departed the Old
Pueblo forits twelve day, three city tour of
Mexico presenting concerts to benefit
local GLBT and HIV support groups. It
has become a yearly tradition for the men
of Reveille to export their unique sound
and message of tolerance and diversity
to a foreign country.

In 2005 Reveille went to Brazil as the
opening act for the world’s largest gay
pride parade, 2.5 million marchers
strong. This was Reveille’s fourth benefit
tour to Mexico in the chorus’s twelve year
history. Reveille is the first gay chorus to
perform in either Brazil or Mexico. The
goal of all those trips has been to help
raise funds for grassroots HIV/AIDS
prevention and education organizations,
to increase awareness of the fight
against HIV /AIDS and to provide
education and support for the creation of
gay choruses in the host countries.

Outreach has always been a major
part of Reveille’s mission, which means
performing at many local events in
Tucson throughout the year and without
charge. “We are well known for our two
annual concerts,” said Jeffrey Bracker,
president of the board of directors of
Reveille. “But the rest of the year we are
reaching out to the entire Tucson
community, gay and straight, changing
hearts and minds through our music. It
seemed a natural for us to go one step
further and take the message internation-
ally.”

Reveille presented ‘Beyond the
Border’, its spring 2007 concert, in
Tucson in April, a diverse program from a
colorful palette of world music. “I chose
the ‘Beyond the Border’ theme with our
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Reveille Reaches Out Beyond The Border

tour of Mexico in mind,” artistic
director Linus Lerner said in a recent
interview. ‘| had a feeling that the
Mexican audiences would enjoy our
eclectic mix of music, including
songs from Ireland, England, Peru,
Spain, Tahiti, South Africa, the
United States and, principally, Mexico
itself.” Reveille has been honoring
the Hispanic community in concerts
throughout its entire 2006-2007
season.

For this year’s tour, Reveille
performed in the cities of Guadalajara,
Puerto Vallarta, and Mexico City. In
each city the concerts were orga-
nized by local GLBT and HIV/AIDS
organizations, and every peso raised
by the concerts stayed in those
communities. “The very basic ser-
vices we have become accustomed
to here in the states are still unheard
of down in Mexico,” said Dr. Joel
Meister, a professor in the College of
Public Health at the University of
Arizona and a board and singing
member of Reveille. Meister added,
“It became quite clear to all of us that
this trip was much bigger than just
doing another benefit performance.”
Reveille traveled at its own expense,
sponsoring various fund raisers
throughout the year to raise scholar-
ship money that enabled all mem-
bers, regardless of their financial
situation, to go on the tour.

“We are the first openly gay
chorus to tour Mexico,” Lerner said.
“Here in the U.S. a gay chorus is no
longer news, and that shows the
progress the gay choral movement
has made in 25 years. In Mexico we
were a novelty, that’s for sure! They
came to see what a gay chorus
looked like, and they ended up being

blown away by our sound, our
showmanship and our message of
pride at who we are and what we do,”
Lerner added. “The most important
lesson for me is that we can actually
make a difference on a one-to-one
basis, and that is contagious! For
example, because of our concert in
Puerto Vallarta, a visitor from Canada
came forward and made a donation of
$10,000 to the new HIV support group
that sponsored the show. The money
raised there will pay the salaries of a
psychologistand a manager of the new
HIV/AIDS clinic. These groups receive
very little assistance from the Mexican
government. It's very rewarding to
make beautiful music and help our
neighbors at the same time.”

A Mexican CNN review called
Reveille’s performance “a celebration
of love, music and diversity.” Another
review in a local newspaper reported,
“‘Reveille achieved a union with the
audience where we were all one
chorus - the chorus of the fight against
AIDS.”

Reveille had sold out perfor-
mances and received standing ova-
tions at all their concerts in Mexico, but
for its members the experience went
much deeper than that. “You never
really understand the impact of what
you’re doing as a member of a gay
chorus until you come down here and
feel the love and appreciation of the
audiences,” said Lyle Marcks, a
baritone in the chorus. Reveille
definitely made history, and, because
of this trip, the chorus is taking a new
path in the future and will become an
international touring ensemble that
focuses more and more on reaching
out to those communities that can
benefit from our support. As they said
in Mexico, j"Que Viva Reveille!
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Weeks later, Anderson met de
LaFreniere at the door and told her he
didn’twant the business of “her and her
kind.” “I don’t mind being told that |
can’t come in,” she said. “But to be told
that he didn’t want ‘our kind’ there . . .
not because I've done anything wrong
but because of who we are.” Anderson
said by phone that he only ordered de
LaFreniere and her friends out, not an
entire class of people. “I don’t know
who’s transgender or transsexual or
who is just dressing up that way for
kicks,” he said. Patrons, he said, have
supported his position. Sam Holdren,
field organizer for Equality Arizona,
said Anderson’s and other businesses
should be more progressive. “Allow
people to use the bathroom of the
gender you identify with.” De LaFreniere
said she understands her appearance
causes a stir. “Very few of you have
ever met a person like me . . . but
there’s more to this than just a
bathroom issue.” De LaFreniere, who
grew up in New York and has two
children, said she’s fighting, in part, to
bring awareness to what she said was
the growing transgender community.
“The issue is discrimination,” she said,
“not whether I’'m a freak or a deviant.”
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Gay Bar with

Internet Jukebox & 2 Cooled *
Smoking Patios!

¢

Wednesdays: Texas Hold-em @
6:30pm & Dart Tourney @ 8pm

Saturday:

Beer Bust @ 2
Cowboy Jeff to

DJBOB S. @ 8pm

Sunday: Texas Hold-Em
@ Noon & 2:00pm

go to ZIA Regional Rodeo in ALBQ.
(Burgers & Brats Served)

pm with Host
raise money to

*2449 N. Stone Ave., Tucson , AZ. 85705* *
520-624-3858

Home Bar of: “Tucson Knight Owls”,

& “Tucson Unit

ed in Leather”

Monday Nights
Karaoke with M

Tuesday Nights
Join us for our

Wednesday Nights
$1.00 off drinks

Participate.
Saturday July 28th

Every Sund

Tucson’

Beer Bust 27pm

Complete with Cocktail server

Visit our Back Pocket Patio Bar —
Tucson’s Alternative

ichael D at 9pm

new Specialty

Mojitos, Martinis & Caprioskas

Underwear Night is Back

for those who

Enjoy Live Jazz with Lisa Oatey
On the Back Pocket Patio Bar

S gest All Day Party
Brunch 11:30-2:30
Patio Bar Opens at 2pm

BBQ 59pm DRAG BINGO 8pm

Karaoke with Michael D 9pm
For your next Party reserve one of our Cabanas

WWW.mywoodysaz.com

3710 N. Oracle Road 292.6702
WWW.myspace.com/4mywoodys

WEEKLY OBSERVER

San Diego Marks Pride

SAN DIEGO, California - Katie Kelly of
San Diego used a bicycle and a simple
sign to spread the love through Hillcrest
during San Diego’s gay pride parade,
the San Diego Union-Tribune reported.
One wore nothing but leather briefs,
sandals and a wide grin. Others favored
hot pink Spandex with halter tops or
barely-below-the-waist dresses that
kept needing to be tugged down.

But most of the thousands of
people who lined University Avenue
yesterday for the San Diego gay pride
parade went with - get this - T-shirts and
shorts, denim jeans, cotton sun dresses
and lots of plaid. It was the backyard-
barbecue crowd celebrating diversity
and equality and a fair shake for
everything and everyone, with a
predictable splash of corporate
marketeering and political grandstand-
ing tossed into the mix. “The floats are
beautiful and it’s fun to come down and
see all of the different characters,” said
Breana Sapp of Ramona, who was
camped at the corner of University
Avenue and Normal Street. More than
150 community groups and organiza-
tions entered the parade, which made
its way west along University Avenue
then south down Sixth Avenue before
culminating in an afternoon and
evening festival at Balboa Park.

Out front was D. “Semo”
Cimochowicz, president of
Womenmoto, a group of women
motorcycle riders who used to be called
Dykes on Bikes. This year, the bikers
were told hours before the start that
they couldn’t exceed 5 miles per hour.
The fan-favorite loops and circles were
nixed, too - casualties of the people who
insure the event and safeguard the
public. But Cimochowicz pulled off a
modest protest of the new regulation;
she and dozens of her friends parked
their bikes along the parade route
several times and walked around them.
“We’ve been doing everything short of
not turning on our bikes to make it safe,”
she said. “What are you gonna do?”

Following behind was a flatbed
truck with men in drag singing and
dancing with unflinching confidence.
They obviously knew what they were
doing; the banner on the side of the
truck read “Gay Men’s Chorus of San
Diego.” A butterscotch-colored Humvee
stretching perhaps 20 feet touted a
Gaslamp Quarter nightclub; local politi-
cians waved to the crowd from vintage
cars, as did some of those hoping to be
elected. Historic vehicles from the San
Diego Police Department crept along
the parade route, an old-time paddy
wagon and a 1930s-era sedan followed
by cars from the 1950s and ’'60s. Fans

yelled “heroes!” when members of the
San Diego Fire Department passed by
just behind.

Many businesses along the
route opened early or organized food
and drink specials to take advantage
of the event. Some companies hired
representatives to hand out product
samples or throw discount coupons to
the crowd. Charity Thomas of North
Park was taking in the scene near the
corner of University and Richmond
Street, where thousands of people
congregated and at least a few had
shimmied up the traffic lights to sit on
the boxes that house the “Walk/Don’t
Walk” signs. “l just came to support
the community and be a part of it,” said
Thomas, with her husband and dog by
her side. “We love this neighborhood
and everything it has to offer.”

At University and Ninth av-
enues, police set up a protest zone
that attracted several men shouting
from bullhorns that homosexuality
was a sin. Police tamped down
confrontations by keeping people
moving past the area. “We protect
everybody,” one officer said. “We
don’t take sides.” Not long after, when
a convertible carrying three Catholic
clergy members from San Diego
passed by the protest zone, the crowd
erupted in cheers. Law enforcement
officials reported no trouble and no
arrests. Last year, six victims were
attacked by three men with a knife and
a baseball bat as they left the festival.

Library Says No
Thanks To Matthew
Shepard CD

NEW BRITAIN, Connecticut - Daniel
Healy has accused the city public
library as being anti-Gay for refusing
to accepta compact disc he attempted
to donate, pageoneq.com reported.
Healy says the library has given a
bunch of excuses about why they
didn’t accept the CD.

The “New Britain Herald”
reports the CD, a musical tribute to
Matthew Shepard was about a man
who was murdered and that sparked a
nationwide movement to call attention
to hate crimes against homosexuals.

Library Director Candice
Brown says the CD was not accepted
because it only contains one song and
that wouldn’t be valuable or of any
interest to patrons. Healy is thinking
about asking the state’s American
Civil Liberties Union for help.
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WASHINGTON, D.C. - After discharg-
ing 60 Arabic language translators for
being Gay, the military is now forced to
rely on a translating machine that has
not been fully tested, according to the
National Institute of Standards and
Technology, pressesc.com reported.
NIST researchers are evaluating a
prototype, real-time, two-way transla-
tion systems for the Defense Advance
Research Projects Agency (DARPA),
point out that wartime military patrols
and civilian encounters can be espe-
cially dangerous if neither group
understands the other’s language.

The DARPA program called
TRANSTAC (Spoken Language Com-
munication and Translation System for
Tactical Use) is aimed at meeting the
shortage of Arabic translators caused
by the firing of linguists under the 1993
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell Law”. NIST ran a
series of laboratory and outdoor
evaluation tests on prototype systems
with English-speaking US Marines and
Iraqi Arabic speakers at its Gaithersburg
campus and found that the systems
have improved somewhat.
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After Firing Gay Arabic Translators
Military Resorts To Translating
Machines

“Effective two-way transla-
tion devices would represent a
major advance in field translators,”
according to Craig Schlenoff, project
leader of the NIST evaluation project
. “Although American forces in Iraq
currently have the use of phrase-
based translators, the devices can
only translate English into pre-
recorded Arabic phrases. They
cannot translate Iraqgi Arabic into
English.”

Non-profit groups who are
fighting to repeal the “Don’t Ask,
Don’t Tell Law” claimed that military
homophobia was harming national
security. “The military is placing
homophobia well ahead of national
security,”said Steve Ralls, spokes-
man for the Servicemembers Legal
Defense Network. “It's rather appall-
ing that in the weeks leading up to 9/
11 messages were coming in,
waiting to be translated ... and at the
same time they were firing people
who could’ve done that job.”
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Alimony Provides
A Same-Sex Union Test

SANTA ANA, California-Ron Garber knew
his former wife was living with another
woman — and had taken her last name —
when he agreed to pay her $1,250 a month
inalimony, the Los Angeles Times reported
(July 22). What he didn’t know was that the
two women had registered with the state as
domestic partners under a law that was
supposed to mirror marriage law, Garber
said.

State marriage laws say that
alimony ends when the former spouse
remarries, and Garber reasons he should
be off the hook, given that domestic
partnership is akin to marriage. But an
Orange County judge has decided that
registered partnership is cohabitation, not
marriage, and that Garber must pay. “This
is not about Gay or Lesbian,” Garber said.
“This is about the law being fair.”

The case, which Garber intends to
appeal, highlights gaps between the legal
status of domestic partners and of married
couples, an issue the California Supreme
Court is considering as it ponders whether
to legalize same-sex marriage.

Proponents of same-sex marriage
typically argue that Gay couples will not
have the full rights of heterosexuals until
they too can marry. The Orange County
case, however, shows how heterosexuals
can be the collateral damage of the lesser
legal status of domestic partnership. If
spousal support does not end with
domestic partnership, “heterosexual men
are the ones whose ox is being gored more
often than not,” said San Francisco family
law attorney Diana Richmond.

Lawyers in favor of same-sex
marriage are watching the Orange County
alimony case and say they will cite it to the
state high court as an argument for uniting
Gay and heterosexual couples under one
system: marriage. Therese Stewart, San
Francisco’s chief deputy city attorney, said
the alimony ruling and other gaps in the
domestic partnership law “highlight the
irrationality of having a separate, unequal
scheme” for same-sex partners.

Domestic partnership law also
may have failed to replicate marriage in
disputes involving property taxes, health
coverage and, when same-sex couples
move outside California, even parentage,
attorneys say.

In the Orange County case,
lawyers on both sides have filed proposed
written rulings that would say domestic
partnership is “not the equivalent of
marriage. It is the functional equivalent of
cohabitation.” Orange County Superior
Court Judge Michael Naughton suggested
that he shared that view in ruling from the
bench for the former wife, both lawyers
said. Court minutes show that he has
written a legal decision, but it is not yet
available.

Garber said he favors same-sex
marriage and has no issues about his
former wife’s decision to register with
another woman. He said that he agreed to
pay alimony for five years to his wife of 18
years but that he would not have signed the
agreement had she disclosed that she had
become a domestic spouse a few months
earlier.

State marriage laws say that
spousal support ends when the person
receiving it dies or remarries, unless
otherwise specified in an agreement. “If he
had signed that agreement under the same
factual scenario — except marriage, not
domestic partnership — his agreement to
pay spousal support would be null and
void,” said William M. Hulsy, Garber's
lawyer.

Edwin Fahlen, whois representing
Garber’s former wife, Melinda Kirkwood,
said the agreement was binding, regard-
less of whether his client was registered as
a domestic partner or even married. Both

sides agreed the pact could not be
modified, and Garber waived his right to
investigate the nature of the Kirkwoods’
relationship, the lawyer said. Melinda
Kirkwood said the divorce was amicable
until Garber’s new wife became involved.
Kirkwood referred other questions to her
partner, Kristin Kirkwood. Kristin Kirkwood
said she was uncertain whether Garber
knew of the domestic partnership before
signing the spousal support agreement.
But “he has known about our relationship
since three months after she left,”
Kirkwood said.

Garber and his former wife
owned and managed a real estate
company and had two children, now 19
and 17. “Basically, all he did was work,”
Kristin Kirkwood said. “lt was her
decisiontoleave. He begged hertocome
back.” She said Garber signed a spousal
support agreement without bothering to
verify that his former wife was a domestic
partner because the agreement ben-
efited him overall.

Jennifer Pizer, senior counsel
for Lambda Legal, a Gay rights group,
said the Orange County case, if upheld
on the grounds that partnership is not
marriage, will underscore that the law
does not provide equal treatment for
domestic partners. “It is better treatment
if she can have her domestic partner and
alimony too,” Pizer said.

A Court of Appeal last year
upheld the state’s ban on same-sex
marriage, citing the state’s domestic
partners law and ruling that it was up to
the Legislature to decide whether Gays
could wed. The state attorney general’s
office has argued that same-sex mar-
riage is not needed because Gays
already enjoy the rights of marriage
under the domestic partners law. In a
sign that the state high court considers
the issue highly relevant, the California
Supreme Court recently asked lawyers
on both sides to provide additional
written arguments on the distinctions, if
any, between marriage and domestic
partnership. Although the domestic
partnership law was intended to extend
the legal rights of married couples to
same-sex partners, lower court judges
are uncertain how to apply it because of
conflicts with the marriage code, lawyers
said.

Pizer cited the case of a man
who thought he and his partner were
registered, only to discover later he had
no legal protection. The man and his
partner had met with a lawyer and signed
registration papers, which were nota-
rized, Pizer said. But his partner, who
had said he would mail the documents to
the state, didn’t, Pizer said. When the
couple split, the man learned that he and
his former partner had not been
registered and therefore he was not
entitled to the law’s protection. If the
same factual case had involved a
marriage that was not legalized because
of a mistake or technicality, courts would
view the couple as having been married
anyway, Pizer said.

Another case moving through
the courts will determine whether
domestic partners may inherit property
from their partners without facing higher
taxes on it. So far, domestic partners,
with the support of the attorney general’s
office, have been given the same rights
as married couples. The case is now on
appeal. Pizer said the domestic partner
law also has failed to help partners who
work for employers who self-insure.
Many provide benefits for spouses but
not for domestic partners.

Family law attorney Richmond
said domestic partnership does not
protect the children of same-sex
couples if they move out of state. “A
child born to registered domestic

Continued on Page Seven
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Favorite Books Of The New
Queerlenium: K- L

TUCSON (Observer Update) - It's an
exciting time for GLBT-themed publish-
ing. More and more books reflecting the
strength, experience and vision of
GLBT people appear on the shelves of
book stores and libraries. We on the
Pima County Public Library’s GLBT
Services Committee are proud to offer
our favorite recent books that are by and
about GLBT people. We hope this
offering inspires you to read one or
more of these marvelous books.

Kiss the Girls and Make Them
Spy: An Original Jane Bond Parody by
Mabel Maney (HarperEntertainment,
2001). My first Maney book was that
queerified parody of Nancy Drew
novels, The Case of the Not-So-Nice
Nurse. A road trip friend had kept me in
hysterics by reading it aloud like a radio
drama. Now Maney is back with extra
silliness to spoof James Bond. It's 1965
and the Sons Of Britain Society are
planning to overthrow Elizabeth II.
James is in a sanitarium, causing the
British Secret Service to recruit his
lesbian twin sister to play stand-in. Jane
is soon in drag and in a romance with
Secret Agent Bridget St. Claire, one of
the Powder Puff Girls (cosmetics sales
girls by day). Maney tweaks Fleming’s
writing style, the 1960s, and spy
formulas. Pull up a martini (shaken, not
stirred) and relax with this goofy read.
(Beth Petrucci)

The Last Blue Plate Special by
Abigail Padgett, (Mysterious Press,
2001). The author of Blue has done it
again! Social psychologist Blue
McCarron, who lives in a half-built
abandoned motel in the middle of the
desert outside of San Diego with her
Doberman, Bronte, knows that when
two prominent women politicians die of
cerebral hemorrhages within days of
each other, it is a statistical impossibil-

ity. Now two more women have been
threatened, and Blue is called upon to
help solve the mystery.

Partnered in every way with
clinical psychiatrist Roxie Bouchie,
the two are hired by the San Diego
Police Department to find out what is
going on with this religious zealot of a
serial killer who calls him/herself,
“The Sword of Heaven.” The only
common factor that Blue can find
between all the women is ties to a
prestigious La Jolla plastic surgeon’s
office. When Blue decides to take her
life into her own hands to flush out the
killer before any more prominent
women are killed, the “Sword of
Heaven” begins to track her. This is a
brilliant mystery, with a multitude of
suspects, twists and turns, identity
crisis, colorful characters and blue
willow plates! (Gina Macaluso)

The GLBT Services Commit-
tee was established in 1997 to better
serve southern Arizona’s GLBT li-
brary users. It seeks to fulfill this
mission by creating exciting programs
such as GLBT author visits, and
through participation at various out-
reach events such as OUToberFEST
and Tucson’s annual Pride Parade.
On a daily basis we review, order and
make GLBT materials available for all
PCPL users, regardless of age,
location or sexual orientation. The
Pima County Public Library’s GLBT
Services Committee is dedicated to
upholding the library’s Mission State-
ment as well as the Library Users Bill
of Rights for all of our customers.
PCPL is one of the few public libraries
in the country to have an established
GLBT Services Committee. For more
information, visit your local Pima
County library or go online to: tppl.org/
community/glbt/index.cfm.

Arrest In Murder
Of Gay Radio Host

SEATTLE, Washington (Observer Up-
date) - A 28-year-old homeless man
told police he rose from bed on the
pretext of having a cigarette, but then
grabbed an ax and bludgeoned former
radio talk show host Mike Webb,
prosecutors said as they filed a first-
degree murder charge in the case, the
Associated Press reported in the
Seattle Times.

Scott Brian White admitted to
investigators that he had killed Webb,
charging papers in King County Supe-
rior Court said. The papers did not
provide a specific motive, but said
detectives developed evidence that
White stole a car and money from
Webb, and had pawned several elec-
tronic items from Webb’s home. Webb,
51, hosted a late night talk show for 10
years on Seattle’s KIRO Radio station.
White and Webb had met in November
and had lived together for a while, court
documents said. A friend of Webb’s,
John McMullen, said that he believed
Webb had offered his help to White to
get him free of drugs. White was
arrested after police received informa-
tion.

A property manager cleaning
out Webb’s rented Queen Anne-area
found his decomposed body in late
June beneath boxes and a tarpaulinin a
basement crawl space. An autopsy
indicated he died from multiple sharp-
force injuries. Webb was last seen April
13, and Webb’s sister filed a missing-
person report in mid-May. His family
members and friends had continued to
receive text messages from Webb’s cell
phone for a month after he disappeared,
saying he was fine and going to leave

town. But they said the messages
were out of character for Webb,
containing misspellings and the signoff
“Mike,” although Webb did not sign his
messages, charging papers said.

After his arrest, White initially
denied killing Webb, but eventually
told investigators that he had placed
an ax under his side of the bed he
shared with Webb. He told Webb he
was going to have a cigarette, but
grabbed the ax and bludgeoned Webb
in the early morning hours of April 14,
court documents said. An autopsy
concluded Webb suffered five cuts
across his face, as well as a skull
fracture, consistent with an ax. He
also suffered several stab wounds.
White said he then put a plastic bag
over Webb’s head, duct-taped his
hands and used the tape as a handle
to drag the body down the stairs and
hid it in the basement. A double-
bladed ax was found near the body,
court papers said. White also admit-
ted sending the fake text messages,
and taking Webb’s money and
personal property, the charging docu-
ments said. He remained held on $1
million bail, with arraignment sched-
uled for July 30. If convicted, he would
face a standard sentencing range of
22 to nearly 29 years in prison.
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by Deb Price

Gays Make A Strong Pitch
For Acceptance

“Well, darling, I've got some
news for you,” longtime AIDS activist
Cornelius Baker recalls being told.

On the other end of the phone
was Brent Minor, president of a Gay
sports group called Team DC. His
exciting news was that a secret
committee had picked Baker to be the
first openly Gay person to throw the
opening pitch at a game of the
Washington Nationals, the Major
League Baseball team.

“We had a nice little giggle,”
Baker recalls.

But reality set in: Minor is
athletic — he once did an Olympic-level
triathlon, which is a near one-mile
swim, 24.8-mile bike ride and 6.2-mile
run, in drag. Baker is not.

In fact, he’d never even
touched a baseball. The last time he’d
thrown a softball was in sixth grade —
and that was underhand.

His historic pitch was to be a
featured attraction at the Nationals’
third annual Gay-friendly “Night Out.”
The Gay Men’s Chorus of Washington
would sing the national anthem. Then
with 2,000 Gay and Lesbian fans — not
to mention everyone else in the stadium
and TV viewers — watching, Baker
would have to perform.

He had 10 days to train. His
boyfriend, Greg, sent him a YouTube
video of the mayor of Cincinnati
accidentally throwing sideways: “Don’t
let this happen,” Greg warned.

Baker traveled to Atlanta,
where his coaches — Greg and Greg’s
brother —made him practice for hours in
the heat “with mosquitoes and no bug
spray.”

The National's “Night Out”
game for which Baker was training was
part of a crackerjack trend in Major
League Baseball that started with the
Chicago Cubs in 2001 and includes the
Boston Red Sox, Philadelphia Phillies,
San Diego Padres and San Francisco
Giants. (The Detroit Tigers apparently
haven’t yet been asked to join in.)

Before he knew it, Baker was
on the pitcher’'s mound to open the July
16 contest between the Nationals and
the Houston Astros. His mind was so
focused he couldn’t hear the cheering
fans.

“I had to get that ball over home
plate. To do anything short of that would
confirm a stereotype,” Baker says. ‘I
suddenly knew what it was to be a
pitcher. And the only thing in the world
was the ball.”

His pitch flew in the proper
direction and ended up in the mitt of
smiling Nationals catcher Jesus Flores.
An umpire would have a called it a
“pball,” Baker says. History calls it a
breakthrough.

While the night was mostly
about having a good time, Baker
believes the team’s many warm
acknowledgements of its Gay cheering
section set a wonderful example for its
heterosexual fans and players.

“Those are the victories that
can’t be legislated,” Baker says.

More than a third of Major

League Baseball teams have had Gay
nights, says Mark Kari, who added the
Toronto Blue Jays in 2004. Kari’s
Gaybaseballdays.com tells Gay fans
how to approach their home teams.

Teams find anti-Gay protests
are rare. “Those few incidents back-
fired because straight people got to
see what Gay people have to put up
with,” Kari says.

So, if you want another ball
team to host a “Night Out,” follow
Cornelius Baker’s delightful example:
Make a strong pitch.

(Deb Price is a columnist for
the Detroit News from which this is
reprinted from their July 23 edition).

Alimony
Provides
A Same-Sex Union
Test

Continued from Page Five

CC Cpartners is treated in California
as a child of a marriage, entitled to
support and all the benefits provided
by the state,” Richmond said. “But if
that couple, or one of them, or the
child, moves to another state, that
parentage might not be recognized at
all. When | have clients in that
situation, | urge them to go through
adoption or do some judicial proceed-
ings to declare there are two parents.”

The state has argued, how-
ever, that even if same-sex couples
were permitted to marry in California,
their unions might not be recognized
elsewhere. State lawyers in Atty. Gen.
Jerry Brown’s office, who have been
arguing that domestic partnership
registration makes same-sex mar-
riage unnecessary, declined to com-
ment on the cases in which partner-
ships were given a lesser status than
marriage.

Mathew Staver, founder of
Liberty Counsel, a religious freedom
legal group, contended that any gaps
are “minimal.” California has the
broadest domestic partnership law in
the country, said Staver, who is
representing a group opposed to
same-sex marriage. As for the ali-
mony case, Staver said the judge
would have “no choice” but to award
spousal support because “under the
laws of California, she is not in marital
relations.” “While on the surface it
looks unfair, it is not unconstitutional,”
Staver said.
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by Mark R. Kerr

Q-Politics 2008:
Senator Hillary Clinton

For the Lesbian, Gay, Bi-
sexual, Transgender (LGBT) and
HIV/AIDS communities, when an
election was approaching, there
were times when a “few pleasantries”
were all that LGBT and HIV/AIDS
voters had, to consider for whom to
cast their ballot for the respective
political office.

Those “days” are long past,
thanks to advancement on the issues
of concern by individuals and various
groups and organizations, such as
the National Gay and Lesbian Task
Force, the Human Rights Campaign
(HRC), Equality Arizona, Stonewall
Democrats, Log Cabin Republicans,
naming several of the numerous on
the federal, state and local levels.

HRC, based in Washington,
D.C., compiles a scorecard report on
the actions of Congress - the most
recent covering the 109", which was
in session for 2005-06. Seven
measures, including the federal Hate
Crimes, Uniting American Families,
Early Treatment for HIV, REAL
(teaching medically accurate, sex
education in schools) the proposed
Federal Marriage Amendment, as
well as voting on judges for the
Supreme Court and federal Court
was the scorecard for the Senate in
this last Congress.

Delaware Senator and presi-
dential candidate, Joseph Biden,
scored a 78 according to HRC’s
report. Biden didn’t sponsor or
express support for the Early Treat-
ment for HIV Act or the Uniting
American Families.

On the other hand, New York

Senator and presidential candidates,
Hillary Clinton, scored an 89, not
expressing support for or cosponsor-
ing the Uniting American Families Act.

Senator Clinton has been an
original sponsor of ENDA (Employ-
ment Non-Discrimination Act) and
supports the measure that includes
sexual orientation and gender identity.

She introduced ETHA (Early
Treatment for HIV) in 2005 and
supported the measure in 2003.
Clinton was the sole vote against the
Ryan White Act reauthorization bill
that passed the Senate Committee on
Health, Education, Labor and Pen-
sions in May 20086, citing thattoo much
funding was being taken from the
cities.

When it comes to “don’t ask,
don’t tell,” Senator Clinton supports
lifting the military ban on openly Gay
and Lesbian individuals serving in the
military.

Clinton supports sexual orien-
tation- and Transgender-inclusive hate
crimes law, co-sponsor of Local Law
Enforcement Enhancement Act.

She has stated her opposition
to same-sex marriage but has ex-
pressed support for civil unions/
domestic partnerships will full rights
and benefits that opposite-sex couples
receive under federal law.

Senator Clinton’s campaign
website is hillaryclinton.com.  For
more information, go online to
issues2000.org/Hillary_Clinton.htm,
ontheissues.org/Hillary_Clinton.htm or
vote-smart.org/
bio.php?can_id=55463.
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Beenie Man Denies Signing
Deal With Outrage

said he did not personally sign any
agreement and could not promise that
he would be abiding by it. “I do music,”
he argued. Outrage alleged that Beenie
Man, as well as Sizzla and Capleton,
had signed the agreement to desist
inciting violence against Gays through
their music. The Observer has been
unable to contact Sizzla and Capleton
for a response. Outrage also vowed to
go after Buju Banton, Elephant Man,
Bounty Killer, Vybz Kartel and TOK
who they said incited murder against
Gays and Gays in their music.

DON’T DRINK
AND DRIVE

MONTEGO BAY, Jamaica (Ob-
server Update) - Beenie Man, in an
about-turn,  denounced violence
against homosexuals, but made it
clear that he did not support that
lifestyle, the Jamaica Observer re-
ported. The deejay was responding
to questions about an alleged deal
with international Gay rights groups,
including the UK-based Outrage, in
which he was said to have agreed to
renounce violence against Gays.

He denied signing any such
deal, which Outrage last month
announced as the Reggae Compas-
sionate Act, but at the same time said
that violence against Gays was
wrong.

At the same time, the deejay
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Tammy Faye Messner
Dies At 65

KANSAS CITY, Missouri -
Live one day at a time,
without fear, Tammy Faye
Messner said earlier this
month as she battled
cancer, weighing just 65
pounds, reported the As-
sociated Press on
advocate.com. Messner,
who as Tammy Faye
Bakker helped her hus-
band, Jim, build a multimil-
lion-dollar evangelism em-
pire that collapsed in
disgrace, died Saturday
(July 21). She was 65.

Messner had
battled colon cancer since
1996 that more recently
spread to her lungs. She
passed away peacefully
Friday at her home near
Kansas City, Mo., said Joe
Spotts, who was also
Messner’s booking agent.
A family service was held
Saturday (July 21) in a
private cemetery, where
her ashes were interred,
he said. Messner had
frequently spoken about her medical
problems, saying she hoped to be an
inspiration to others. “Don’t let fear rule
your life,” she said. “Live one day at a
time, and never be afraid.” But she told
well-wishers in a note on her Web site in
May that the doctors had stopped trying
to treat the cancer.

In aninterview with CNN’s Larry
King, an emaciated Messner— still using
her trademark makeup—said, “l believe
when | leave this earth, because | love
the Lord, I'm going straight to heaven.”
Asked if she had any regrets, Messner
said, “I don’t think about it, Larry,
because it's a waste of good brain
space.” For many, the TV image of then-
Mrs. Bakker forgiving husband Jim’s
infidelities, tears streaking her cheeks
with mascara, became a symbol for the
wages of greed and hypocrisy in 1980s
America. She divorced her husband of
30 years, with whom she had two
children, in 1992 while he was in prison
for defrauding millions from those who
followed their PTL television ministries.
The letters stood for “Praise the Lord” or
“People That Love.” Jim Bakker said in
a news release that his ex-wife “lived
her life like the song she sang, ‘If Life
Hands You a Lemon, Make Lemonade.’
” “She is now in heaven with her mother
and grandmother and Jesus Christ, the
one who she loves and has served from
childbirth,” he said. “That is the comfort
| can give to all who loved her.”

Messner’s second husband also
served time in prison. She married Roe

Tammy Faye Messner

Messner, who had been the chief
builder of the Bakkers’ Heritage USA
Christian theme park near Fort Mill,
S.C., in 1993. In 1995 he was
convicted of bankruptcy fraud, and he
spent about two years in prison.
Through it all, Messner kept plugging
her faith and herself. She did
concerts, a short-lived secular TV talk
show, and an inspirational videotape.
In 2004 she cooperated in the making
of a documentary about her struggle
with cancer, called Tammy Faye:
Death Defying. “I wanted to help
people...maybe show the inside [of
the experience] and make it a little
less frightening,” she said. A 2000
documentary called The Eyes of
Tammy Faye delved into the rise and
fall of the PTL ministry, largely
through interviews with Messner.
Openly Gay directors Fenton Bailey
and Randy Barbato garnered wide
critical praise for their intelligent and
sympathetic depiction of the former
PTL costar. Messner was never
charged with a crime in the Bakker
scandal. She said she counted the
costs in other ways. | know what it's
like to hit rock bottom,” she said in
promotional material for her 1996
video You Can Make It.

Slate.com reported that by
the time Tammy Faye Messner died
Friday (July 20), the outspoken, fake-
eyelash-donning 65-year-old had
gone from Christian televangelist to
reviled woman to Gay icon. How did

Messner become a Gay icon?

With fabulousness and hon-
esty. Tammy Faye’s religious back-
ground made her an unlikely object for
this kind of adulation, but in many ways
she had the classic profile of a Gay
icon. Like many others, she became
celebrated for her perseverance. She
fell from grace (and lost much of her
money) when it was discovered that
her husband, Jim Bakker, had cheated
on her and swindled their followers out
of $158 million. But Tammy Faye
talked openly about her painon TV and
stood by her man after his conviction,
singing at a press conference, “On
Christ the solid rock | stand/ All other
ground is sinking sand.” Her refusal to
change her unique style—runny mas-
cara, gawdy jewelry, and all-also
made her icon-worthy. When asked by
a makeup artist to lose those garish
false lashes, she said, “Without my
eyelashes, | wouldn’t be Tammy Faye.
I don’t know who | would be.” And Gays
appreciated the fact that she had long
refused to denounce homosexuals on
the Bakkers’ TV show and that she had
urged sympathy for those with AIDS. In
her final interview last week, she said,
“When we lost everything, it was the
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Gay people that came to my rescue,
and | will always love them for that.”

Gay icons are often powerful
women who are also marginalized and
vulnerable. Billie Holiday, for instance,
endured poverty and survived rape at
the age of 14 before being discovered
as a singer in a Harlem nightclub. She
signed record deals, but she also
served time in jail, battled drug-abuse
problems, and died with little to her
name. Princess Di, another icon, was
loved for carrying on with grace—and
style—despite her public battles with
the royal family. Dolly Parton, with her
super-sized hair and breasts, as-
cended in status because of her larger-
than-life femininity. Same goes for
Madonna, who built a career by
wearing cone bras, orchestrating
orgies in music videos, and otherwise
embracing her sexuality without apol-
ogy. Even Miss Piggy of the Muppets
has won icon status because she
refuses to see that pigginess is ugly;
she believes she’s beautiful and won’t
quit pursuing an unwilling frog. In a
sense, Gays—especially those who are
closeted—look upon these women (and
almost all of them are women) as role
models.

Art Owner Alleges

PITTSBURGH, Pennsylvania - The
owner of a silk-screen self-portrait of
Andy Warhol is suing the late artist’s
estate, saying it conspired for 20 years
to control the market for Warhol’s work
with authority to stamp "DENIED” on
any work it claimed was fake, reported
the Associated Press on advocate.com.

In a $20 million lawsuit, Joe
Simon-Whelan said the Andy Warhol
Foundation for the Visual Arts Inc. and
the Andy Warhol Art Authentication
Board forced owners of each Warhol
work to sign contracts giving them a
“perpetual veto right over its authentic-
ity.” He accused them of engaging in a
two-decade scheme of fraud, collu-
sion, and manipulation that caused
them to twice deny the authenticity of
his 24- by 20-inch silk-screen even
though it already had been authenti-
cated multiple times by the estate or its
related entities. As aresult, the lawsuit
says, anyone who buys a Warhol
painting that has been authenticated
by the board risks having the authentic-
ity revoked at any time. Simon-
Whelan, a U.S. film writer and producer
who lives in London, accused the
foundation and the board of providing
“a facade of corporate credibility
obscuring a deeply corrupt enterprise
that enables defendants to benefit from
Warhol’s art and reputation.” He said
they had adopted a policy of rejecting
as many works as possible to induce
artificial scarcity in the market for
Warhol’s creations.

The foundation’s chief finan-

Warhol Conspiracy

cial officer, K.C. Maurer, said she had
not seen the lawsuit and couldn’t
comment. A telephone message left
with the authentication board was not
returned. Simon-Whelan said he bought
the silk-screen, called Double Denied
in his court papers, for $195,000 in
1989, two years after Warhol died. The
work was one of several created in
1964 at Warhol’'s direction from an
acetate personally created and chosen
by him, the lawsuit said. It was going to
be sold in December 2001 for $2
million until the authentication board
without explanation stamped “DE-
NIED” on the back of itin red ink, which
bled through to the front, according to
the lawsuit. Simon-Whelan said he
submitted it a second time in 2003 only
to get rejected again. The lawsuit said
Double Denied is one of a small series
of paintings created by Warhol so he
could exchange them for rare and
expensive video cameras, video re-
corders, and other equipment that
could be used in his filmmaking.
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The First Friend

WASHINGTON, D.C. - John F.
Kennedy’s life was a fairy tale, and
iconic pictures of him and his family are
pervasive in American culture, reported
the New York Blade. Who hasn’t seen
the photos of Kennedy and his son in the
Oval Office or Kennedy with Jackie
sailing off Cape Cod? David Pitts, a
local Gay author, has uncovered a trove
of pictures featuring Kennedy with a
less familiar face — that of Lem Billings,
Kennedy’s Gay friend from their years
at Choate School, a prep school in
Connecticut, during the 1930s. In his
new book, “Jack and Lem: John F.
Kennedy and Lem Billings, the Untold
Story of an Extraordinary Friendship,”
Pitts explores the relationship the pair
shared until Kennedy’s assassination in
1963.

Pitts, who has a longstanding
interest in Kennedy, said that the
inspiration for the project came from
reading a variety of books over the
years about the former president in
which the name Lem Billings kept
appearing, but was never fully ex-
plained. Pitts began researching the
pair's relationship and uncovered how
progressive Kennedy was in terms of
accepting Billings’ sexual orientation.
“The most surprising thing | learned was
just how extremely close this friendship
was,” Pitts says, “Outside of his family,
John F. Kennedy was closer to Lem
Billings than any other person in his
life.”

Pitts did the majority of his
research atthe John F. Kennedy Library
and the Massachusetts Historical Soci-
ety, both located in Boston. Pitts also
interviewed members of Billings’ family
(his sister and brother are both alive and
in their 90s), writer Gore Vidal and Ben
Bradlee, the former editor of the
Washington Post, who knew both
Billings and Kennedy. A crucial voice is
missing from “Jack and Lem” — that of
the Kennedy family. Pitts incorporates
letters between Kennedy family mem-
bers that refer to Billings, but none of the
Kennedys consented to an interview
with Pitts.

Pitts notes that his project was
stalled after he had trouble gaining
access to what he felt were essential
documents at the Kennedy library that
attested to the friendship between the
two men. “The letters that John F.
Kennedy and Lem Billings exchanged,

along with an oral history that Lem did
before he died, were restricted until
Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., made them
available to me,” Pitts says. Beginning
with their years at Choate, Billings often
spent holidays and vacations with the
Kennedys, although his family lived in
Baltimore. He was also a fixture at the
White House, which many found odd.
Billings had a room there, and he
frequently listened to the president vent
about the international crises in Cuba
and Berlin. Politicos wrote him off as
Kennedy’s school friend who was a
political lightweight, and others felt that
he simply spent too much time hanging
around.

Persistent rumors about
Kennedy’'s Bisexuality are not an-
swered in this book. Pitts uncovered no
evidence that suggested a sexual
relationship between the two friends. ‘I
tried to apply journalistic rules .. and
didn’t put in any gossip,” Pitts says, ‘I
only put in information that | could
confirm ... Something could have gone
on, but | uncovered no evidence of that
fact.” It's clear that the subject of the
book resonates deeply with Pitts,
particularly with Billings’ sexual orienta-
tion and apparent unrequited love for
Kennedy. The author said that he’s
experienced unrequited love, which is
perhaps why the book seems so
personal. “It’s true of most of us, where
we’ve been close to people, butit’'s one-
sided,” Pitts says, “l used the phrase
‘unrequited love’ in the text, but | think it
was just unrequited sexually. Kennedy
and Lem were together a lot ... so | don’t
believe it was entirely unrequited.”
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U.S. Given Sexual Orientation
Information On Travelers

STRASBOURG, France - The Euro-
pean Commission approved an
agreement which gives the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) unprecedented access to the
personal information of anyone on a
transatlantic flight, including details
of their sexual orientation,
pinknews.co.uk reported. The DHS
insists on the right to use the
information for disease control, and
there are fears that Gay passengers
may be singled out as possible HIV
risks.

The plans involve upgrading
information which is already sent by
airlines to the DHS on the 4-million-
plus Britons who visit the U.S. every
year, including payment details,
home address and the passengers
in-flight meal choice. The agreement
adds 19 possible new categories,
including information on ethnic ori-
gin, political and philosophical opin-
ions, credit card numbers, trade
union membership, sex life and
details of the passengers’ health. The
information will be provided by
passengers when making bookings.
The U.S. is not required to provide
this information about its citizens.

Franco Frattini, vice presi-
dent of the European Commission,
said more sensitive information
would be filtered out, and only used,
“in exceptional cases, and to fight
terrorism and other serious crimes.”
Peter Hustinx, the European data
protection supervisor, wrote to the
Commission expressing his ‘grave

concern’ that there is no mechanism
for EU citizens to challenge misuse of
personal information and that there
was no legal precedent. “Data on EU
citizens will be readily available to a
broad range of U.S. agencies and there
is no limitation to what U.S. authorities
are allowed to do with the information,”
he said, according to The Guardian. I
have serious doubts whether the
outcome of these negotiations will be
fully compatible with European funda-
mental rights, which both the Council
and the Commission have stated are
non negotiable.”

The European Parliament said
it noted that sensitive data will be made
available to the DHS and that these
data may be used by the DHS in
exceptional cases, leading to, “a
significant risk of massive profiling and
data mining, which is incompatible with
basic European principles and is a
practice still under discussion in the
U.S. Congress.” It emerged that
neither Hustinx nor the European
Parliament knew about the final draft of
the plan.

In 1987, fear about the spread
of AIDS led U.S. officials to require
anyone with HIV to declare their status
and apply for a special waiver visa.
This led to many people not declaring
their status upon arrival. It also meant
that no international AIDS conferences
could be held on US soil. Restrictions
were lifted in 2006, allowing HIV+
people a categorical waiver similar to
the 60 day automatic visas that UK
business and tourist visitors receive.
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Stalin
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by Lee Thorn

I’'m just finishing reading a
biography of Stalin, written by Robert
Service and published by the Harvard
University Press in 2006. Why would
anyone read a biography of Stalin at
this point in time? Perhaps to get my
mind off people who care more about
the death of a fictional Harry Potter
character than they care about the
purposeless deaths of American sol-
diers who aren’t much older than Harry
Potter. Perhaps to get my mind off the
perfectly ineffectual Democratic con-
gress. Perhaps to get my mind off a
general who can stand up and say, with
his face hanging out, that moving
insurgents from one province to the
province next door constitutes some
sort of military success.

When this general retires he’d
better not become a landlord. Imagine
a landlord who evicts a noisy tenant
from one unit only to rent him the unit
next door and then tells the rest of the
tenants that he’s solved their problem.

So | went from being appalled
by current affair to being appalled by
STALIN — the book, not the dictator.
The book is filled with grammatical
errors, plain old-fashioned typos, and a
hideous clumsiness of expression that
wouldn’t pass muster in a decent high
school. The inner-city high school that
| graduated from 45 years ago would
have refused to put its imprimatur on
this sorry work. | know that education
has gone to hell since my high school
days, but this is from Harvard
University, the UA of the east. They
couldn’t have afforded to hire some
English major to proofread this mess?
English majors have been known to
work for beer!

| really do wonder what’s going
on in the world attimes. Does Harvard
figure its reputation is so good nothing
can damage it? Did Mr. Service give
them a ton of money? Do they think
they’re doing him a favor with this
embarrassing product?

The book was a disappoint-
ment in content as well. It doesn’t
really explain how the communist party
worked before the revolution, doesn’t
even give a rough sketch. It doesn’t
explain how a guy like Stalin — widely
hated for his selfishness, bad manners
and ill humor - rose to power. In a
country where chess is an obsession, it
doesn’t even say if he played.

Onthe other hand, itdid tell me
something | hadn’t known about him:
“Stalin loved to sing” (114). “Budenny
and Voroshilov often popped over to
drink and sing with Joseph” (236). “He
loved to sing with Molotov and
Voroshilov accompanied by Zhdanov
on the piano” (436). “He also sang to
his daughter Svetlana and his Alliluev
nephews and nieces” (437). “There
was much singing...(with) Titvinidze
and Dzeradze....Stalin...liked to sing
those Church trios...” (522).

A lot of intellectually compla-
cent people like myself have been
comforted by the thought that the
Russian experience with communism
proves that communism doesn’t work.
Reading STALIN upset that applecart
for me.  Although the economic
problems that occurred under Stalin
may have been caused in part by the
philosophical shortcomings of commu-
nism, they were surely caused in much
greater part by the fact that the
individual who was almost single-
handedly making all the major deci-
sions on economic policy didn’t know
beans about economics. He’d gotten
his higher education from the Tiflis
Spiritual Seminary where he was
trained to become a priest.

There’s a parallel here with the
current Bush administration. Stalin,
like Cheney and Rove, set policy
based on ideology. Like Cheney-Rove
he was infinitely more concerned about
staying in power than about whether
any of his ideologically based policies
actually worked in the real world. Like
Cheney-Rove he had no shortage of
people, including the press, who were
willing to say that either his policies
were working or that they would work
given a little more time. Of course you
can push the comparison too far: If you
told Stalin the truth he’d likely have you
shot. If you tell Cheney-Rove the truth
they’ll just fire you, try to destroy your
reputation and career and, if possible,
destroy your wife’s career.

| don’t like to pick on Harvard,
but on top of everything else their book
literally came unglued and fell apart
before I'd gotten a tenth of the was
through it. C’'mon guys. Pull up your
socks. You're supposed to be the
University of Arizona of the east.

(Thorn welcomes comments,
suggestions for future columns, and
tips on local skulduggery that ought to
be exposed. Write to Box 85571,
Tucson, AZ 85754. E-mail:
Doid3@aol.com.)

Cherry Jones Is The
Next President

NEW YORK CITY -
Out actress Cherry
Jones has been cast
as President Allison
Taylor on Season 7 of
the Emmy-winning
drama 24, Fox an-
nounced at the 2007
Television Critics As-
sociation press tour,

Cherry Jones afterellen.com. The
show’s new season begins in January

2008.

Fox did not reveal any details
about the character, but Jones will be
the show’s first female commander in
chief. Critics are already noting that the
casting coincides with Hillary Clinton’s
presidential candidacy, but Fox Enter-
tainment Chairman Peter Liguori in-
sisted the show intends no comment
on real-world politics. That’s lucky for
Hillary: Previous presidents have not
fared well on 24, facing everything from
air attacks to assassination and rarely
serving a full term. Although fans of 24
may not have heard of the 50-year-old
actress, theatergoers know Jones as a
major Broadway star. A Tony Award-
winner for The Heiress (1995) and
Doubt (2005), Jones has also had
television and movie roles, most
recently in Ocean’s 12 and The West
Wing. Jones grew up in Paris, Tenn.
She attended Carnegie Mellon Univer-
sity in Pennsylvania, making her
Broadway debut in Stepping Out in
1987. Her myriad other theater credits
include Angels in America (1993), A
Moon for the Misbegotten (2000) and
Faith Healer (2006). She has been
called the finest stage actress of her
generation, eliciting comparisons to
Helen Hayes and Colleen Dewhurst.
Onstage, she is magnetic, somehow
simultaneously warm and intimidating.
Her theater work will undoubtedly
serve her well as she moves into the
fictional Oval Office.

With the 24 casting news,
Jones becomes the only openly
Lesbian actress in a prominent role on
a prime-time network show next
season. The last woman to hold that
honor was Jones’ girlfriend, Sarah
Paulson (Studio 60 on the Sunset

Strip). (Clearly there’s some sort of
unwritten network rule that limits the
number of out actresses on prime-time
television to one. At least Jones won'’t
have to travel far for the torch-passing
ceremony.) She played a Lesbian in
the 1993 play And Baby Makes Seven,
kissing her co-star onstage. Twelve
years later, she and Paulson shared a
kiss on national television when Jones
won the Tony Award for Best Actress
for her role in Doubt; she thanked
Paulson in her acceptance speech.
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For G/L Parents, A Big

PROVINCETOWN, Massachusetts - In
1996, Tim Fisher and Scott Davenport,
a couple living in New Jersey, brought
their daughter, Kati, and son, Fritz, to
Provincetown for a vacation. After a
week of meeting other Gay and Lesbian
parents at the beach, they invited about
15 families to their rented house for
dinner, reported the New York Times. It
was a magical event, Mr. Davenport
recalled, at which children of Gay
parents — many of whom didn’t know
other families like theirs — suddenly felt
less alone.

Over the next decade, the
event — which came to be known as
Family Week — grew so large that by
last summer a family parade seemed to
stretch from one end of Provincetown to
the other. Among those working as
volunteers were Kati and Fritz, now
teenagers. They had become used to
Family Week's low-key style; the
annual highlights included a fish fry at
the Provincetown Inn.

This year, Family Week has
bigger fish to fry. R Family Vacations, a
company founded, in part, by Rosie
O’Donnell, has taken over the running
of Family Week from the nonprofit
Family Pride Coalition. And that means
that the whole event is being rede-
signed with more razzle-dazzle. “Rosie’s
idea is that if we're going to do it, we
have to be the biggest and the best,”
said Gregg Kaminsky, one of the three
principals of R Family, along with Ms.
O’Donnell and her partner, Kelli
O’Donnell. The fish fry, for example,
has been replaced by a circus-themed
party, Mr. Kaminsky said. His tasks
include finding accommodations for the
performers who will be on hand to
provide Broadway-style entertainment.

In a culture clash — between
less and more — more seems to be
winning. Mr. Kaminsky said that R
Family had not yet made a profit, and he
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acknowledged that Family Week
would not help that. “We’ll be lucky to
break even,” he said, adding, “Rosie is
very generous.” Ironically, R Family
had its genesis at Family Week. In
2002, the O’Donnells attended the
event with their three children. (They
have since had a fourth.) The oldest,
Parker, then 7, was amazed to see so
many other same-sex couples with
kids, said Mr. Kaminsky, a family
friend. “He kept pointing and saying,
‘Two mommies. Two mommies.” ”
Within a year, the O’'Donnells and Mr.
Kaminsky, a veteran travel executive,
had decided to try to offer other
children the same opportunity. Their
first trip was a Caribbean cruise in
2004. Since then, R Family has offered
half a dozen trips.

There have been a few bumps
along the way. When the first R Family
cruise arrived in Nassau three years
ago, the ship was met by protesters
carrying signs denouncing homosexu-
ality. Their loud taunts caused some
children on the ship to cry and induced
Rosie O’Donnell to remain on deck —
rather than enter into what was certain
to be a televised shouting match. This
year, the company avoided another
shouting match — or worse — by
canceling a planned stop in Bermuda.
In February, that country’s leading
newspaper, The Royal Gazette, pub-
lished the news that a ship chartered
by R Family would be visiting the
island in July. A religious group said to
represent some 80 Bermudian
churches announced its opposition.
Soon the letters column of The
Gazette had turned into a forum on
homosexuality. By the time Ewart
Brown, the minister of tourism — now
also Bermuda’s premier — said he
would be happy to welcome R Family,
the company had decided to substitute
a stop in Port Canaveral, Fla. “People
save up all year for our trips, and they
deserve incident-free vacations,” Mr.

Kaminsky said. But the flare-up had a
cost: some people who had signed up for
the cruise — in part to see Bermuda —
canceled their reservations, he said. And
the company has had less luck running
land vacations than cruises. Though a
weekend in Philadelphia in March was a
modest success, the company canceled
plans for a trip to Albuquerque during
International Balloon Fiesta in October.

But Mr. Kaminsky is optimistic
about the company’s future. For one
thing, he points out, trips for Gay parents
attract many people who are not Gay
parents. They include Gay men and
Lesbians who don’t have children but
like being around those who do. And they
include straight friends and relatives.
Next March, R Family will be host to a
cruise to the Mexican Riviera in
conjunction with Pflag — Parents,
Families and Friends of Lesbians and
Gays — which has chapters in 50 states.
There has also been an increase in the
number of Gay dads seeking out others
like them. “The first time we came to
Family Week, three years ago, there
were maybe one Gay couple forevery 10
Lesbian couples,” said Jason Charette,
of Windsor, Conn., who was in
Provincetown last summer with his
partner, Eric Lazarus, and their daugh-
ter, Rebecca Lazarus, 12.

By last summer, the ratio
seemed to be about one to three, Mr.
Charette and others observed. Among
the Gay dads in town was Cory Provost,
from Warwick, R.l. At the Provincetown
Inn pool one afternoon, he watched as
his sons, Dashawn, 9, and Troy, 10, did
jackknife dives into the pool, while Troy’s
twin, Eva, floated in a rubber tube. “It's
such a welcoming environment,” said
Mr. Provost. The single Gay dads in
attendance included Howard Huberty, of
Wilton, Conn., who had become expert
on pushing a double stroller — containing
his 7-month-old sons, George and Nick —
down Provincetown’s narrow streets.
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Week In The Sun

But most of the parents were
moms. Stacey Harris of Boston was
crowded into a restaurant booth with
her partner, Jessie Harris, their son,
Zion, 6, and their daughter, Torin, 3.
Ms. Harris said that Family Week
gave children like hers a chance to
focus on “similarity instead of differ-
ence.” All that conviviality comes at a
price. The bigger the Provincetown
gathering has become, the more it
has cost Family Pride to run. “We
were spending hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars on Family Week,”
said the organization’s executive
director, Jennifer Chrisler, in a
telephone interview, “and it isn’t our
core business.” The size of Family
Week, she said, was making it hard
for the organization to focus on
education and advocacy around the
country.

Family Pride already had a
partnership with R Family — providing
seminars on the company’s cruises.
During the Philadelphia weekend,
Ms. Chrisler gave a talk at the
National Constitution Center. “When
the Constitution was written, as great
a document as it was, it wasn’t
perfect,” she told the crowd during
lunch — a buffet that, in typical R
Family style, seemed to provide more
food than the crowd could eat in a
week. Family Pride will continue to
provide educational events at Family
Week, which this year will begin on
July 28. Mr. Davenport, who was
present atthe creation, said he wasn’t
unhappy that Family Week was
changing. “Gregg and Kelli have been
to enough Family Weeks that | think
they understand the magic,” he said.
Besides, Mr. Davenport (who now
lives in Maryland) said, it didn’t matter
if children who attended Family Week
went to a fish fry or a circus. What
matters, he said, “is that they get to
grow up knowing other families like
theirs.”
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CLASSIFIED ADS ARE 25¢ PER WORD, $5.00 MINIMUM
CLASSIFIED ADS WILL NOT BE TAKEN BY PHONE

EMPILOYMENT

GAY MALE CAREGIVER/COMPAN-
ION. Available for live-in positon. | can
cook, clean, massage. Excellent
house keeper and driver. | have finger
print clearance card. C.P.R. certifi-
cate; First Aid certificate. Excellent
references. | am very understanding
and caring. Ten years experience.
Donald, 928-779-0321 1201

FOR RENT

GORGEOUS NEW DUPLEXES. 2and
3 br./ 2ba. A/C (TEP Guarantee).
University area. Call Tom at 403-4466.
1203
1 BEDROOM STUDIO. Tile Floors, Air
conditioning, cable and phone hook-
up. On bus line. Gay Friendly. Rent
weekly or monthly. $500/mo. Includes
all utilities. 293-9198 or 247-8268.
1200.

CENTRAL CONDO NEWLY UP-
GRADED APPLIANCES ALONGWITH
ENTIRE UNIT. $800/MO + Deposit.
Pets OK. Washer/Dryer your own,
water included in rent. 2 bedroom, 1
bath, covered patio with private
courtyard landscaped with fountain.
Off street parking. Great area to LIVE
in. 520.907.8775 Nancy RE/MAX All
Exe., owner agent. 1200

REAL ESTATE

SANTA FE, NM CONDO. 2/2. “THE
LOOK?” turnkey get-away/home/short-
term rental. Prime location near
PLAZA! Pueblo/Modern touches. Won-
derful integrated indoor/outdoor space
- Portal+Coyote fended yard. Energy
efficient const. Priced to sell $259,500
($239,500 unfurnished). Buck Meyer
Realty, (505)984-1190 1201

BEAUTIFUL TOWNHOUSE, METICU-
LOUSLY MAINTAINED. 3br/ 2 ba.
Saltillo tile, wood laminate floors. All
appliances stay. Owner offering
$3,000 toward your closing costs.
$229,000. 326-7123

SERVICES

ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS
Let me keep your clothes fitting
properly and in good repaid. Experi-
enced - Economical - Prompt. Merle
Hudson, (520)888-7264 in Tucson.

1200

Weddings & Civil Unions: Church of
the free spirit. Reverend C .W. Schlitz
DD - churchofthefreespirit.com

520-400-1742 1189

PERSONALS

GAY MALE CAREGIVER/COMPAN-
ION. Available for live-in position. |
can cook, clean, massage. Excellent
house keeper and driver. | have finger
print clearance card. C.P.R. certifi-
cate; First Aid certificate. Excellent

references. | am very understanding
and caring. Ten years experience.
Donald, 928-779-0321

201

| buy large collections of old Gay
magazines 1940-1975. Also old
paperbacks, photos, slides. Guys
wearing posing straps a real plus. Also
nudes, guys wearing Speedos, tight
jeans and books. Call Donald
(928)779-0321 1202

FOR A NEW EXPERIENCE OF LIFE
WITH NEW MEN, passion, joy and
awareness, check into the new Man to
Man private club. Call Marc at 881-
4582 soon. Membership limited.

202

MASSAGE

PROFESSIONAL THERAPEUTIC
MASSAGE FOR MEN. In-Call only.
Private studio near Sabino Canyon.
www.massagemenu.com Steve - CMT.
520-247-8139 1199

Various BODY TREATMENTS - Mas-
sage, Body Rubs and More... Thor-
ough - Anytime
Ric 520-981-1141 1211
QUALITY SENSUAL TANTRIC MAS-
SAGE. Strong healing hands leave
you feeling vibrantly alive! Profession-
ally trained and certified. Weekly
Special. An exceptional experience for
25 years. Marc - 881-4582,from 8AM -
8PM 1197

For G/L Parents, A BiQOWeek In The Sun

See story on Page

urteen

Stacey and Jessie Harris with their daughter, Torin, and son Zion. (NY Times)
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HOROSCOPES

© 2007 Madam Lichtenstein

Lend a rowdy howdy to Sun in
Leo. The next few weeks are roaring
with confidence theatrics and general
giddy mayhem. Are you ready for your
close-up? | guess we will have to see.

ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20)
Is there more to life than just

hanging around and having fun?
Probably but you wouldn’t know it
judging from the behavior of certain
Gay Rams. Your creativity and sense
of romance is sparked. Stoke it to a
raging fire. Sun in Leo compels you to
kick back and enjoy the next few
weeks summer. Why not? Too, too
soon it will be back to the usual wintry
social freeze. Brrr.

TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21)
Tend to a few home related

projects when Sun enters Leo. Queer
Bulls find that no matter how hard they
try to shirk their domestic responsibili-
ties, they can run but they cannot
hide. But that is okay. In fact you may
find that chores can become energiz-
ing and, dare | suggest, enjoyable?
Well if not at least you will have a
sense of accomplishment. Oh yippee.

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21)

Be charming. Be glib. Be
anything you want as long as you
express your opinion openly and
honestly. This is the time to plant your
ideas, spread the mulch and watch
them grow. Now with Sun in Leo, Pink
Twins not only make their point, they
stick it anywhere they darn please
with happy impact. And that is quite a
change of pace from your usual
rubbery tips.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23)

If your goals have seemed
tantalizingly out of reach, Sun in Leo
make it all very reachable. Keep alert,
grab a bundle of possibilities and put it
to work for your eventual retirement.
Seek out a good advisor, do a bit of
your own homework and take some
calculated risks. When in doubt seek
a well endowed benefactor to cushion
and coddle your assets.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23)
Sun in your own sign pushes

you into new social pools. Proud
Lions usually crave the limelight and
now it is yours for the taking. That
might even be a good thing. Will you
put on a good act or over dramatize
your time on stage? But don’t squan-
der your opportunities on self aggran-
dizing burlesque. Meet and greet
among the elite and see what you can
squeeze out of them.

VIRGO (AUGUST 24 -
SEPTEMBER 23)

Your intuition goes on high
alert as the Sun enters Leo. What will
you divine, queer Virgin? It may be
that your sense of purpose will be
achieved through charitable endeav-
ors. If so seek groups or organiza-
tions that really show their apprecia-
tion for your efforts on their behalf.
Don't toss your pearls before swine,
unless the swine antes up for drinks
and dinner.

LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 -
OCTOBER 23)

It is so easy for you to waste
time with hangers on and their
assorted antics. But use Sun in Leo to
expand your social circle and join
new groups or organizations that put
you on a higher social level. Proud
Libras are friendly folk but need to
know when to excuse themselves
from the groupthink to explore other
pastures. Now the grass is distinctly
greener over yonder.

SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 -
NOVEMBER 22)

Do you know what others
think of you? Do you really care?
Perhaps you do. Sun in Leo opens up
a rare opportunity for you to gain
access to those in charge and
impress them with you wit, smarts
and moxie. Proud Scorps sometimes
prefer to be in the background so they
can observe without risk. But you
have nothing to lose now by strutting
your stuff.

SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 -
DECEMBER 22)

You have the law on your
side when Sun enters Leo. Seek
higher knowledge, get into the
mindset and look at issues in a global
all-encompassing manner. Issues are
there for the changing and you are the
one to do it. Gay Archers with a legal
bone to pick can make their best
move, rest their case and get the
decision they want. Maybe that’s
because the jury is Out?

CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 -
JANUARY 20)

Sun in Leo makes you more
cognizant of the need to connect with
others on a deeply meaningful level.
This can mean sexually, psychologi-
cally or even monetarily. Pink Caps
are sometimes afraid to express their
true feelings for fear of rejection but
now you can take that risk and have
less of a fear of falling. Well, pack a
pillow just in case.

AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21 -
FEBRUARY 19)

Business relationships take
off to new levels when Sun enters
Leo. Make the most of every interac-
tion and see what you can get out of
it. In fact all types of one-to-one
relationships can improve now.
Contact those who you haven’t heard
from in a while. The secret of your
success will lie in your ability to sway
others through your innate charm and
charisma. Uh oh.

PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 -
MARCH 20)

Find a pet while Sun ambles
in Leo. Guppies might have higher
than normal stress levels that can be
mitigated by a furry cuddle or two.
Seek various types of companionship.
Connection at any level helps. Of
course a good work out at the health
club can also help to reduce stress
and improve your general outlook but
it is considerably more effort.
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Ending the violence.

Wingspan launches the
Anti-Violence Project -

a community initiative

to assist lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender
victims of discrimination,
domestic violence, sexual
assault and hate crimes.

@m\

Southern Arizona’s Lesbian,
(Gay, Bisexual & Transgender
Community Center

www.wingspan.org

Community Bars
1. THE BIZ
2900 E. Broadway 318-4838

IBT'S

616 N. 4" Ave. 882-3053
VENTURE-N

1239 N. 6™ Ave. 882-8224
WOODY’S

3710 N. Oracle Road, 292-6702
HOWL AT THE MOON

915 W. Prince Rd. 293-7339
YARD DOG SALOON

2449 N. Stone, 624-3858
8. COLORS FOOD & SPIRITS
5305 E. Speedway 323-1840

N o o w b

Community Organizations

A. MCC - METROPOLITAN
COMMUNITY CHURCH
3269 N. Mountain - 292-9151

B. CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIP
2902 N. Geronimo - 622-4626

D. WINGSPAN - 425 E. 7* St. - 624-1779
E. S.A.AF. -375S. Euclid Ave. - 628-7223

F. RAINBOW PLANET COFFEE HOUSE
606 N. 4™ Ave. - 620-1770

G. TIHAN -Tucson Interfaith
HIV/AIDS Network
1101 N. Craycroft, Ste 301. 299-6647

H. EON YOUTH CENTER 620-6245
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Non Bar Calendar

Thursday, July 26

The LGBT Jewish Inclusion Project
dinner will take place tonight from 7:00
t0 9:00 p.m. at Sabra Restaurant, 4210
E. Speedway. Share conversation
while drinking Turkish coffee and
Israeli food. For more info call Jenny
(520)577-9393.

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Triangle Tribe-A Men’s
Circle. According to a recent study,
very few people have as many close
friends as they would like. Are you as
connected with other men as you want
to be? Do you get the support you
need for issues in your life? Do you
wish you had more meaningful
friendships and relationships with
other men? Join like-minded men at
Wingspan to share feelings, thoughts
and ideas in a safe, respectful space.
For the same experience with both
straight and gay men, join us at the
regular Circle of Men meetings. Call
Tom at 591-2828 for dates and times.

Friday, July 27th

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed: 7:00
p-m. Merlin and Lee host a word for
word fun evening of Scrabble. If you
don’t know how to play, they will be
glad to teach you. For reservations
and directions, please contact Merlin
and Lee at 207-5336. If you're
loquacious, erudite, or a wordsmith;
this man’s game just may be a triple
word score for you!

Tucson Prime Timers Cocktails, 5:30
p.m. Colors, 5305 E. Speedway.

Saturday, July 28th

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Shuffle over for Floating
Pinochle every Saturday of the month
except for first Saturday MSN Monthly
Pot Luck. Contact Steve at 664-2076.

6:30-9 p.m. join us for a wonderful
potluck dinner party to see what the
new Man to Man Club is all about. This
very popular group of quality men is
going to close the membership soon.
Its a great way to meet healthy
attractive men in a balanced environ-
ment, with increased awareness and
presence. Call Marc at 881-4582
between 8a.m. - 8 p.m. Space is
limited. Only 10 men per event. This
is a structured experience of what
intimacy is all about.

Sunday, July 29

The Eighth  Annual Tucson
Sidewinder’s Baseball Game to ben-
efit TIHAN takes place today at 6:00 p.
Gates open at 5:30 p.m. Enjoy limited
press-box seating or open air seating
at the ball park. Tickets are $30 in
advance or $35 at the door and are
now on sale at the TIHAN office 299-
6647 and credit card orders can be
taken by phone.,

Men'’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed: 7
p-m. Dinner Out at one of Tucson’s
Ultra-Fabulous Buffets. For reserva-
tions and directions, contact Thom
623-2941, e-mail
thomsepals@hotmail.com , or Ken at
294-6606. Please contact Thom or
Ken by Sunday at Noon to facilitate
reservations. Price is usually under
$10. Check the Yahoo MSN on-line
calendar for the scheduled place. The
venue is rotated to include all parts of
town, and may occasionally be held at
a full-service menu restaurant.

Tucson Prime Timers Brunch, Noon,
Colors, 53305 E. Speedway.

Monday, July 30

Tucson Prime Timers Lunch - 12:30
PM, The Wildcat House, 1800 N. Stone
Ave.

Wednesday, August 1st
Men’s Social Network Open to men of

all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00pm. Hand and Foot with Bruce.
743-3890.

Thursday, August 2nd
Men’s Social Network Open to men of

all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m.  Triangle Tribe-A Men’s
Circle. According to a recent study,

very few people have as many close
friends as they would like. Are you as
connected with other men as you want
tobe? Do you get the support you need
forissues in your life? Do you wish you
had more meaningful friendships and
relationships with other men? Join like-
minded men at Wingspan to share
feelings, thoughts and ideas in a safe,
respectful space. For the same
experience with both straight and gay
men, join us at the regular Circle of Men
meetings. Call Tom at 591-2828 for
dates and times.

Friday, August 3rd

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Join Merlin and Lee for an
evening of Charades. Come out and
totally enjoy putting your acting/miming
and pantomime skills to the test. For
directions and reservations [(a limited
space event, please plan ahead and
phone early)], place a telephone call to
Lee and Merlin, your gracious yet
competitive emcees and moderators,
at 207-5336.

Saturday, August 4th

#1 Men’s Social Network Open to men
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:30a.m. Join Robert for a morning of
Volleyball. This is played for fun, and
you’ll get to know some nice guys as
you play. Two great ways to work on
your game! For details and directions,
please call Robert at 400-1376.

#2 Men’s Social Network Open to men
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. MSN Potluck and Social Night
located at 6801 N. Oracle Road. Just
bring your favorite food to share
(already fully cooked please) and join
us for a relaxed evening of food and
conversation.

Sunday, August 5th

#1Men’s Social Network Open to men
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
11:00a.m. Kitt Peak Day Trip. Car
caravan to the mountaintop (bring
lunch and drinks), telescope tour,
Visitor's Center. Call Steve at 745-0304
for info. Cost: $7.00.

#2Men’s Social Network Open to men
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Dinner Out atone of Tucson’s
Ultra-Fabulous Buffets. For reserva-
tions and directions, contact Thom
623-2941, e-mail
thomsepals@hotmail.com , or Ken at
294-6606. Please contact Thom or Ken
by Sunday at Noon to facilitate
reservations. Price is usually under
$10. Check the Yahoo MSN on-line
calendar for the scheduled place. The
venue is rotated to include all parts of
town, and may occasionally be held ata
full-service menu restaurant.

Monday, August 6th

Open to men of all ages, newcomers
welcomed: 7:00p.m. Mexican Train
Dominos. Please call Karol at 744-
9017 for information and to reserve
your place at this limited seating event.

Gthead of 8yle

A Hair and Nail Salon

Owner

oﬁiia Simone

426 East 9th Street
Tucson, Arizona

624-8400

Tuesday, August 7th
#1Men’s Social Network Opento men
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Gay Reading Group meets at
Wingspan. For info, contact Doug at
529-0014

#2Men’s Social Network Opento men
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m.Canasta with Peter. Call for
info and directions: 881-8276.Please
call ahead to assist your host in
planning the evening.

Wednesday, August 8th

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Hand and Foot with Marvin at
745-0304.
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Thursday, August 9th

#1Men’s Social Network Open to men
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Triangle Tribe-A Men’s Circle.
According to a recent study, very few
people have as many close friends as
they would like. Are you as connected
with other men as you want to be? Do
you get the support you need forissues
in your life? Do you wish you had more
meaningful friendships and relation-
ships with other men? Join like-
minded men at Wingspan to share
feelings, thoughts and ideas in a safe,
respectful space. For the same
experience with both straight and gay
men, join us at the regular Circle of
Men meetings. Call Tom at 591-2828
for dates and times.
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SUNDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-2am; $2 Pitchers til 10pm
and Rotating Shot Specials all night; Latin Music with live
DJ at 9:30pm. Get ready!!! L Word Season 4 begins Jan.
7t at 8pm!

COLORS - Open 11am - 11pm Champagne
Brunch 11am - 2pm with choice of complimentary mimosa,
Bloody Mary or Screwdriver. Dickie Steed on piano during
brunch. Brunch served until 2pm. Happy Hour 4-7pm
$3.50 Skyy Cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and well.
Reduced price appetizers. Dinner served until10pm.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Summer Hours
Open 2pm. Smirnoff Vodkas $2.50 all day. Kitchen open
2-9pm. Free Texas Hold-’Em Poker Tournaments at 3 and
6 pm. Play for points and prizes - no cash involved. SINis
in on Sundays - Service Industry Nite. Driink discounts for
hospitality industry employees. Dance music 9-close.

IBT’s -Troy’s Recovery Bar noon-4pm. 4-7:30
Karaoke on the patio. Benefit B-B-Q for the Pride Parade
5:30-7:30 and dance with DJ Mike Lopez 9pm to close.

VENTURE-N - Open 10am. Patio open 3pm.
$2.00 Bloody Marys or Screws til 3pm Patio Beer Bust 3-
7.Burger BBQ 5-7. Selection of burger meats to choose
from. $3 proceeds go to Pet Watch (helping HIV/AIDS
clients with their veterinary bills).

WOODY’S - Open 11am.Happy Hour 11am-8pm
(excl spec events); Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm; Back
Pocket Patio Bar 2pm til 2am. Beer Bust 2-7pm; Bar-B-
Que 5-9pm; Karaoke with Michael D. 9p.m.; DJ Jeff in the
Back Pocket 9pm; Drag Bingo every other Sunday 8-9pm
Watch for special events.

YARD DOG - Open 10am - 2am. Patio Bar opens
at 7pm.

MONDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-10pm; Drink what you want
with %z priced Happy Hour. Poke-Her Monday! Free card
lessons 5pm. Free Texas Hold-‘em Tourney at 6pm;
Prizes for 1, 2", 3 Places. Happy Hour pricing & Free
Food

COLORS - Closed on Mondays.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour all day & night with $2.50 well, domestic longnecks &
pints. Kitchen closed. $3 taco bar 4-8 pm. Free Texas
Hold-Em Poker tourney at 6 & 8:30, Play for points and
prizes. No cash involved. Free pool all day.

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, DJ
Craig Carter 10pm-2am $1.50 well vodka drinks, All drink
specials not available during special events.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio 6pm. Free pool
til 4pm. $2.75 Skyy Martinis 4-8pm..

WOODY’S - Open Noon til 2am. Happy Hour
Noon-8pm (excl spec events) Karaoke with Michael D.
9pm

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am. 50¢ off any Top
Shelf Rum until 8pm. Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar opens

TUESDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-10pm; Drink What You
Want with %2 priced Happy Hour. Monthly Wine Tasting on
2" Tuesday of every month at 5:30pm. Please RSVP by
the first Monday of the Month. Wine bottles will be for sale
after the tasting at a special discounted price.

COLORS - Open 4-11pm. Happy Hour 4-7 $3.50
Skyy cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and well and reduced
price appetizers. Dinner served until 10pm.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm.

Happy Hour 3 - 8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks &
pints. Kitchen closed. $3.00 taco bar 4-8pm. Free Texas
Hold-Em Poker for women only at 6:00 p.m. Play for points
and prizes - no cash involved. Tequila Nite with $2.50 well
tequila & margaritas, 75¢ off call tequilas.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm,
Tropical Tuesdays $2.50 Tropical drinks and DJ Craig
Carter playing Retro Music 70’s, 80’s and 90’s 9pm-close.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio 7pm. Free Pool
til 4pm. Spaghetti Nite (2" Tuesday every month $2.00).

WOODY’S - Open Noon til 2am. Happy Hour
Noon-8pm (excl spec events). Havana Night with
Woody’s own Specialty Mojitos, Caprioskas and Martinis.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Tequila until 8pm Dart Tourney at 9am. Beer Bust
4-8pm. Patio Bar Opens 7pm.

WEDNESDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-2am; Drink what You Want
with %2 priced Happy Hour 3-8pm; 18 to Party, 21 to Drink!
18 & Over Night w/DJ Shorty at 9:30pm! Rotating Shot
Specials all night.

COLORS - Open 4-11pm. Happy Hour 4-7pm,
$3.50 Skyy cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and well and
reduced price appetizers. Dinner served until 10pm.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 - 8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints,
Kitchen open 4 - 9 pm. Free Pool all day and night. Free
Texas Hold-"Em Poker Tournaments at 6 & 8:30 pm Play
for points & Prizes. No cash involved. Great way to learn
the game or sharpen your skills.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm,
“Diva-Licious” show 9pm w/ Bunny Fu Fu& Friends. After
show dance with DJ Q til 2am,

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio 7pm. Free Pool
til 4pm. $2.75 Cuervo Margaritas 4-8pm

WOODY’S - Open Noon til 2am; Happy Hour
Noon-8pm )excl Spec Events); Chili Dog Buffet 5-9pm;
Underwear/Fetish/Leather Party 9-close - $1 off all drinks
for those who participate (50¢ off draught/schnapps) Back
Pocket Patio Bar open 9pm-close.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Vodka until 8pm Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar Opens

7pm. Dart Tourney 8pm.
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THURSDAY

THE BIZ - Open3pm-2am; Drink What You
Want with % priced Happy Hour 3-8pm; ‘Thirsty
Thursday’ with Tori Steele & Friends! Drag show starts at
9:30pm with Tori Steele, Janee Starr, Diana Flair and
weekly special guests. $2 Pitchers and Rotating Shot
Specials. Followed by a new Surprise guest DJ!

COLORS - Opend4pm-11pm. Happy Hour 4-
7pm,$3.50 Skyy cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and Well
and reduced price appetizers. Dinner served until 10pm.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 - 8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints.
Kitchen open 4 - 9 pm. Karaoke with Rosemary at
8:30pm. $2.50 Mexican Beers all night, $1.00 Jello shots.

IBT's -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm,
Boyz Nite Out with your Bartenders & GoGo Boys
dancing in their undies and DJ Mike Lopez spinning Top
40 & All request $1.75 Long Islands and $1.50 Tequila
shots 10pm-2am.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio open 7pm.
Free Pool til 4pm. Pool Tourney 7pm. $3 entry. Special
prices for players. Steak Nite (3rd Thursday during
summer). Bring your own or get it here $6.00.

WOODY’S - Open Noon-2am; Happy Hour
Noon-8pm (excl Spec Events); Free Pool all day. Nacho
Chip Buffet 5-9pm; $1 PBRs Longnecks and $2 Tecate
Longnecks; Back Pocket Bar open 8-close.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Bourbon til 8pm. Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar opens
7pm.

FRIDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-2am; Drink What You Want
with ¥z priced Happy Hour 3-8pm; Rotating weeks Latin or
Hip Hop Music with DJ Shorty at 9:30pm. Rotating Shot
Specials all night!

COLORS - Open 4pm-1am. Happy Hour 4-7pm,
$3.50 Skyy cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and Well and
reduced prize appetizers. Dinner served until 10pm. “Hot
Jazz, Cool Martinis” with Susan Artemis and Craig Faltin
6:30-9:30pm. “Guys & Dolls"comedy drag show hosted by
Lucinda Holliday at 10pm.

HOLLYWOOQOD - Open 5pm. Happy Hour 5pm to
7pm. $1.75 well, domestic bottles, draft. Happy Hour #2
10pm until midnight.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 - 8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints.
Kitchen open 4 - 9 pm. Free Country dance lessons at
7:30p.m. Two Step or line Dance Call 293-7339 for
schedule. DJ Pat plays the best of contemporary and
classic country 8:30 to close. Kitchen open 9 pm -
midnight serving late night munchies menu.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, 9pm
Hot Dance with DJ Mike Lopez outside on the patio and DJ
Raynman spinning club music inside.9pm-2am.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio open 7pm. Free
Pool til 4pm.

WOODY’S - Open Noon-2am; Happy Hour
Noon-8pm (excl spec events); Martini Happy Hour 5-8pm-
$1 off all call Martinis; Back Pocket Patio Bar open 8-
close. DJ Jeff in the Back Pocket 9-close; Watch for
special events.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Gin until 8pm. Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar Opens
7pm

SATURDAY

THE BIZ - $1 Draught Beers until 10pm & $4
Finlandia Vodka Red Bull drinks until 11pm; Dance Party
with DJ Shorty at 9:30 mixing it up and playing what you
want to hear!

COLORS - Open 4pm-11pm, Lunch served until
4pm. Happy Hour 4-7pm, $3.50 Skyy cocktails, $2.75
Domestics and Well, reduced price appetizers. Dinner
served until10pm. Nightly dinner specials.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Summer hours - Open at

Happy Hour 2-8pm, $2.50 well, domestic
longnecks & pints. Kitchen open 2-9pm. $2.50 Capt.
Morgan or Mailbu. Cheeseburger & Fries Special for
$4.50 all day. Best burgers around. Learn to plau Texas
Hold-Em Poker Lessons at noon with a friendly game to
follow - no money involved. DJ playing dance mix or check
our ad for special events. Kitchen open 9pm to midnight
serving late night munchies menu.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, 5-
8pm karaoke and Teryaki Kabobs on the patio. 8:30pm
Show time w/ Ajia Simone or Janee Star. DJ Q spinning
Club Music inside and Mike Lopez spinning on the patio
10pm to close..

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio Bar open 3pm.
Patio Beer Bust 3-7pm.

WOODY’S - Open 10am-2am; Happy Hour
10am-8pm (excl spec events); Steak/Fish Dinner in the
Back Pocket 5-9pm. Back Pocket Patio Bar open 5-close.
Live Jazz with Arthur Migliazza in the Back Pocket 6-9pm;
DJ Jeff in the Back Pocket 9-close. Watch for special
events.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am. Beer Bust 4-8pm.
$1.25 glass, $2.25 pitcher. Patio Bar Opens 7pm.

2 p.m.
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FRIDAY, JULY 27
THE BIZ - It's Fuego Friday!

HOWL AT THE MOON - Line Dance lessons with
Libby at 7:30 p.m. DJ Pat plays contemporary and
classic country all night.

SATURDAY, JULY 28

HOWL AT THE MOON - Too Much Information is
back for a rockin’ evening. 9:00 p.m. $5.00 Cover.
Mustang Sally, Love Shack and other favorites.

WOODY'’S - Live music with Lisa Oatey.

YARD DOG SALOON - DJ Bob S. will begin playing
at 8:00 p.m.

SUNDAY, JULY 29
VENTURE-N - Michael hosts “Speedo Sunday” from,
3 to 7 p.m. Drink specials for men who participate.

WOODY’S - Drag Bingo

YARD DOG SALOON - Texas Hold-Em at Noon and
2:00 pm. Beer Bust at 2:00 p.m. with host Cowboy
Jeff to raise money to go to Zia Regional Rodeo in
Albuquerque. Burgers and Brats served.

MONDAY & TUESDAY, JULY 30 & 31
VENTURE-N - The Venture-N will be closed these
two days only to allow for Termite Tenting.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 3

HOW AT THE MOON - Two-Step lessons with
Amanda at 7:30 p.m. DJ Pat plays contemporary and
classic country all night.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 10

HOWL AT THE MOON - Line Dance Lessons with
Libby at 7:30 p.m. DJ Pat plays contemporary and
classic country all night.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 11
HOWL AT THE MOON - Lucinda Holliday’s back with
a great show. Better git you some o’ that! 10:00 p.m.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 17

HOWL AT THE MOON - Two Step Lessons with
Libby at 7:30 p.m. DJ Pat plays contemporary and
classic country all night.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 18

HOWL AT THE MOON - August Birthday Bash -
Drink Discounts if you were born in the month of
August.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 1
VENTURE-N - Prepare your loin cloth and get ready
to get to the annual “Jungle Party”. It's a big event

here!
|
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TUCSON KNIGHT OWLS (T.K.O) Openly
invites nhew members to our monthly
meetings which occur on the first Saturday
of every month at 12:00 pm., followed by a
beer bust from 2pm to 6pm., at our home
bar the Yard Dog saloon. T.K.O.’s annual
spring/summer fling is now called owils fling.
This year we will be going to Holly Lake July
27th - 30th. The run fee is $60 for members
and $70 for non-members. Applications will
be avaible at our next beer bust. You can
also pick one up from any T.K.O. member.

HALLELUJAH RECOVERY DRUG &
ALCOHOL 12-STEP. Every Thursday
5:30-6:30pm at Cornerstone Fellowship,
2902 N. Geronimo. 622-4626.

SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE
CLINIC provided daily by the Pima County
Health Department. Gay friendly. Confi-
dential. Treatment and Medication too!
Any questions? Call 624-8272

SOUTHERN ARIZONA AIDS FOUNDA-
TION (SAAF), 375 S. EUCLID. Office
Hours 8am to 5pm, Monday through
Friday. Direct services and emotional
support for persons with and affected by
HIV. Anonymous HIV testing and support
groups available. Prevention education
programs. 628-SAAF (7223). World wide
web: http://www.saaf.org. VOLUNTEERS
WELCOME.

P.F.L.A.G. - Parents and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays - is a support group
available to anyone who has a son,
daughter or friend who is Gay. Call 360-
3795 or write P.O. Box 36264, Tucson, AZ
85740-6264. All replies confidential.

GLBT-friendly AL-ANON group meets
Saturdays at 11am at Unitarian Universal-
ist Church, 4831 E. 22" Street, Tucson.

YOUNG AND GAY?

GLBT Youth 23 and under, meet every
Saturday in Tucson for sharing, support
and information. Meetings are held at 425
E. 7th Street from 3 t0 4:30 pm. You are not
alone. For more info call Wingspan, 624-
1779.

The TUCSON Chapter of PRIME TIMERS
WORLDWIDE invites Gay or Bisexual men
and their admirers to join and share Prime
Timers fellowship. We welcome mature
men (and admirers) who wish to become
involved with planned and future Prime
Timers (TPT) activities. Meetings lun-
cheons and dinners are held monthly.
For dates, times and information call 298-
6727, leave name and phone number.
Tucsonpt@primetimersww,org

TUCSON GAY INFORMATION AND RE-
FERRAL

For Information on human service organi-
zations, health and mental health ser-
vices, financial and government assis-
tance, emergency services such as food
and shelter, education, etc. Call Informa-
tion and Referral 881-1794 - 8 am - 5 pm
M-F.

AIDS HOTLINE - 326-AlIDS. Hours M-F,
9:00 am to 10:00 pm. Information,
counseling, HIV-related services, Tucson.

GAY OR BI-SEXUAL MEN in relationships
with women. Need friends you can talk to?
Weekly support group meets Wednesdays
6:30 - 8:00 pm. Licensed psychologist
facilitator. Call 745-6977 in Tucson for
more information. Strictly confidential.

WINGSPAN - Tucson’s Gay, Lesbian &
Bisexual Community Center, 425 E. 7th
St., offers support groups / info line / social
events / library / meeting space. Volunteer
Opportunities. Board meetings every 2nd
Thursday (open to all), 6:00 p.m. Informa-
tion 624-1779.

GREATER PHOENIX GAY & LESBIAN
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (GPGLCC)
P.0. BOX 2097, Phoenix, AZ 85001-2097.
E-mail: webmaster@gpglcc.org or call
(602)225-8444.

SOURCES UNLIMITED, a Lesbian & Gay
referral service. Business and individual
listings are free of charge. All information
available to anyone just simply by asking.
322-5655. Leave message.
TucsonSources@aol.com

GET NAKED with TNTucson MEN! We're
a social and recreational club. Have you
ever longed to camp, swim, hike or play
with others who enjoy the same, dropping
all the masks and pretensions? We;re for
you! TNTucsonMEN@nethere.com, P.O.
Box 12176, Tucson 85792 or call 514-
9894
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IINNER WISDOM - Try hypnotherapy for
pain relief, past life exploration and
addiction release. Also available: Spiritual
Counseling and Dream Interpretation.
579-9020

BEARS OF THE OLD PUEBLO - a social
club for bears and bigger, more robust
men (and of course, those who prefer their
company). For more info, Call the Bears
Hotline (520)790-5775 or write P.O. Box
43910, Tucson, AZ 85733-3910 of visit our
website at www.botop.com All are wel-
come to our general meetings/potlucks on
the 2nd Friday of every month, at 3202 E.
1st St. (the “Ward 6" Office Bldg.) Just
south of Speedway & East of Country
Club. PotLuck Dinner begins at 6:30 and
the monthly meeting follows at 7:15 p.m.

LESBIAN AND GAY AL-ANON - Affected
by someone’s drinking? Meeting every
Tuesday 8:45 to 9:45 p.m. at Lambda
Center, 2940 E. Thomas, Phoenix. Ellie
581-8850 or Ronn 968-2384.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE GROUP - Out-
reach to Gay and Lesbian people in
Arizona. Meets monthly. Write to P.O. Box
893, Phoenix, AZ 85001 or call Eddy
Walters, (602)371-1102

CRONIES SOCIAL GROUP. A Social
group for Gay men who enjoy the
fellowship of their peers. Call Leo at 624-
6768.

T-SQUARES Lesbian and Gay Square
Dance Club, dances Tuesdays. from 6:30-
9 p.m. at Cornerstone Fellowship Social
Hall, 2902 N. Geronimo (Northwest of 1st
Ave. and Glenn). No experience, no
partner required! For more info contact
David at 325-6739, or visit
www.azgaydance.org

LIGHTNING LIGHTING will provide light-
ing for AIDS and related benefits at no
charge. For more info call Adrienne at 889-
7298.

COME EXPLORE YOUR SPIRITUALITY!
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal Church
offers a variety of Gay and Lesbian groups
and services for the spiritually minded.
Come meet the Family!l For more
information call Debbie 579-9827 or David
323-7943.

LESBIAN/GAY WRITERS: Workshop at
7:00 p.m. third Wednesday of every
month. Read and critique current projects.
Network and support. For info call 325-
4737.

DESERT VOICES, Tucson’'s Gay, Les-
bian, Bisexual, Transgender and Straight
Chorus, has been singing songs of pride,
hope and laughter for 16 seasons. Check
out our website at www.desertvoices.org,
or call (520)791-9662 for information
about upcoming concerts or how to join.

Join the LESBIAN & GAY PUBLIC
AWARENESS PROJECT. In Tucson write
Awareness Project, 3661 N. Campbell
Ave. #365, Tucson, AZ 85719.

AA Meeting with HIV/AIDS focus, Wednes-
days, 7:30 p.m., Wingspan Annex, 425 E.
7" Street. All alcoholics welcome.

MEN’S SOCIAL NETWORK: Social orga-
nization for men of all ages. Building an
extended Gay family in Tucson. Monthly
social potluck gatherings the first Saturday
of each month and almost weekly social
activities. Call 690-9565 for information
and a newsletter. Check the Non-Bar
Calendar in the Observer.

CARE TEAMS ARE AVAILABLE to offer
support to people living with HIV/AIDS.
The Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS Network
offers trained, compassionate and com-
mitted volunteers to provide services
including friendly visits, light housekeep-
ing, assistance with meals, shopping,
errands, transportation and companion-
ship for medical appointments, and respite
care for primary care givers. No judgement
or proselytizing - we are here to be of
service. For information call Scott at 299-
6647.

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT SPORTS
TEAMS and updates on Gay Games,
contact TEAM ARIZONA at their website:
teamarizona.org

ARE YOU GAY OR BISEXUAL AND
UNDER 21 YEARS OF AGE? The Gay
Young Men’s Project is now looking for
volunteers for the project. We need people
who want to help create a positive social
change for young Gay men as well as
reduce the risk for HIV infection. For more
information please call 628-7223.

THE MEN’'S MASSAGE GROUP meets
the 3rd Sunday of each month. It is a good
way to meet other men of all ages, safely,
and with the art of nurturing touch. There is
a fee. You must sign up in advance to
participate. Call Marc at 881-4582 for more
information or sign up.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE GLBT,
Tucson’s Gay and Lesbian business
networking group holds regular meetings
the third Thursday of every month. Call
615-6436 for more info.
www.tucsonglbtchamber.org

TUCSON PRIDE, INC. (Formerly Tucson
Lesbian and Gay Alliance - TLGA) meets
on the second Wednesday at 845 S.
Craycroft Road at 6pm. Tucson Pride
events: Pride Week, Gay West and

Pride Weekend. Inquiries about support
groups and individual needs should be
directed to Wingspan and other local
agencies listed here. For more information
call 622-3200 or visit the TPl website at
www.tucsonpride.com

LEARN TO BE A LISTENING FRIEND
Unique Hospital Volunteer Program
teaches listening skills to Volunteers who
provide a safe/compassionate environ-
ment to at-risk patients. Training every 6
weeks. 694-7063.

TUCSON INTERFAITH HIV/AIDS NET-
WORK (TIHAN), a coalition of faith
communities committed to a compassion-
ate response to HIV/AIDS, provides HIV
education in congregational settings,
volunteer CareTeams to support HIV+
persons, a referral network of HIV-
sensitive clergy, and interfaith services of
healing and hope. For more information
call 299-6647.

ANONYMOUS HIV COUNSELING AND
TESTING is available through the Pima
County Health Department at sites through-
out Tucson, Very Gay Friendly. For more
information or to make an appointment call
791-7676.

SMART (Self Management And Recovery
Training) a free non-12-step self-help
alternative for people working to overcome
addictive and other emotional problems
meets in Tucson Monday thru Thursdays
at different locations. For more information
about SMART, contact Jennifer at 838-
3975.

OUTLOUD! Tucson’s premiere Local
Lesbian and Gay Radio Show, broadcast
every Sunday from 7-8 pm on 91.3 FM,
Community Radio KXCI.

THEATER / DINNER / MOVIES / ETC!
Nonsmoking Lesbian Network meets
every month. If you'd like to meet women
50+ (flexible) and socialize in a smoke-free
environment, please call or email: 888-
8010 ‘til 9pm, or joycesmth1@aol.com.
The group dines OUT! and attends shows,
movies, comedy events, etc. Now in our
23rd year, 7th in Tucson.

SOUTHERN ARIZONA GENDER ALLI-
ANCE (SAGA). The Southwest’s largest
transgender and gender-diversity advo-
cacy organization. Speakers and panel-
ists available. General meetings monthly
on the 1t Mondays at 7pm; Dezert Girlz
(MTF Support) meets 2" Mondays at 7pm;
Dezert Boyz (FTM Support) meets 3™
Tuesdays at 7pm. Also serving partners,
youth, intersex, service providers and
allies. Call (520)624-1779 x26 for more
info.

EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT GROUP FOR
ALTERNATIVE LIFESTYLES. Not a dat-
ing club. Discreet. Meetings every Monday
evening. Call for more info. APEX (Arizona
Power Exchange) 602-415-1123. 24-hr
multi-choice message including informa-
tion, calendar and location.

ARIZONA AIDS POLICY ALLIANCE
(AZAPA) seeks to educate legislators and
citizens about sound AIDS policy. For
more information write AZAPA, 6523 N.
14th St., #112, Phoenix, AZ 85014 or call
602-279-4805.

DESERT DOMINION, whose focus is
providing information and education for
people interested in the BDSM lifestyle,
meets monthly for group discussion and
social events. Visit our web site http://
www.desertdominion.org or call (520)792-
6424

SEXUAL ASSAULT SURVIVORS. Start-
ing this February, the Tucson Rape crisis
Center will be providing free confidential
group services for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
and Transgender survivors of all manner
of sexual assault. Interested persons
please call Mirto Stone, MSW, at 327-1171
(if unavailable leave message with phone
number.
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AAPSP - ARIZONA ASSOCIATION OF
PUBLIC SAFETY PROFESSIONALS: a
confidential organization committed to
providing support and networking for all
Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual public safety
professionals in Arizona. Membership
open to Law Enforcement Officers,
Firefighters, Probation, Parole and Cor-
rections Officers and civilians working
within these agencies. Website: AAPSP.org
or e-mail: AAPSP@aol.com or call Dave
(520)745-9059 (Tucson) or Kim (602)534-
6219 (Phoenix)

GLSEN - Gay, Lesbian and Straight
Education Network meets first Thursday of
every month at 4:30pm at Wingspan, 425
E.7th Street. 743-4800.

SAA (Sex Addicts Anonymous) has 5
meetings a week in Tucson. People who
wish to stop their compulsive sexual
behavior, please call (520) 745-0775 for
current information.

TUCSON GREATER SOFTBALL ASSO-
CIATION. Interested? Call Kelly Quinn,
(520)906-0669 and or Mona Garcia 256-
8728.

LUTHERANS CONCERNED - Tucson
chapter for Gay/Lesbian Lutherans meets
3rd Sunday, 6:30 p.m. each month at
Santa Cruz Lutheran Church, 6809 S.
Cardinal Ave. For information visit
www.lctucson.org write: LC, 7014 E. Golf
Links Road, PMB 212, Tucson, AZ 85730.

REVEILLE GAY MEN'S CHORUS re-
hearses Thursday evenings 7-10pm at the
Historic Y, corner of University Blvd. And
5t Ave. Join us!! Call 304-1758 for more
info.

“OUT ON THE TRAILS - EQUESTRIAN
FUN!”

Rider Club forming. Looking for women
and men to ride together on the trails of
Southern Arizona. Must have own horse,
truck and trailer. For more info write: “Out
On The Trails” P.O. Box 44045, Tucson,
AZ 85733-4045

THE MAN TO MAN Social/erotic education
club is the tantric men’s group that offers
passionate friendships, fun activities and
real Tantric sex education. Marc 881-4582

LGBT Buddhist Meditation Group. Join us
for two 20 minute silent sitting meditations,
and reading from Buddhist Spiritual text
and discussion. Bring a friend and a pillow
or cushion. Takes place every Sunday
from 10-11:30AM at Wingspan, 425 E. 7th
St. Donations accepted. Contact Maurice
Grossman for more info. 323-2293.

LGBT SUPPORT GROUP FOR VICTIM/
SURVIVORS OF Domestic Violence,
Sexual Assault, Hate Crimes, Bias Acts,
Harassment. Call Lori at Wingspan, 624-
1779, ext. 20. Services are free.

MEN’S HIKING CLUB - A peer-run
MEN’s outdoor club for hiking, biking, camp-
ing, boating etc, is now up and running in
the Tucson area. To join, go to SAGE-Tuc-
son-subscribe @yahoogroups.com. See
you on the trails.

MEN’S KINK DISCUSSION GROUP (Open
to all who identify as male and are 18 or
older) meets 2" Tuesday of the month,
7:00 p.m. at Desert Dominion, 3843 E. 37*
Street, Tucson, AZ. (Map available at
www.desertdominion,org) For those who
are kinky or just curious. No fee,
contributions are appreciated, but not
required.

The new MAN TO MAN INTENTIONAL
COMMUNITY is meeting about honoring
the spiritual side of ourselves. It is the
men’s social/erotic group that offers
passionate friendships, fun activities, and
real tantric sex education. Call Marc 881-
4582 in advance Check it out. We meet
the 1 and 39 Wednesdays, 7-9pm.
Potluck dinner. Donation.

BROTHERS OF THE COMPASSIONATE
WAY. Pagan spiritual group for gay,
bisexual, transgendered men. Box 41623,
Tucson, AZ 85717.
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MADRID, Spain - Spain’s judicial
watchdog said Tuesday (July 24) it is
investigating a judge who denied a
woman custody of her two daughters
because she was a Lesbian, reported
the Associated Press on prinside.com.

“Children have a right to a
father and a mother, but not to two
mothers or two fathers,” Fernando
Ferrin Calamita, a judge in the
southeastern city of Murcia, wrote in a
custody case ruling last month. Ferrin
said the mother, who was not
identified, “must choose between her
children and her new partner,” accord-
ing to leading Spanish daily El Pais and
other media. The judge went on to
order the mother to relinquish the
children by the end of June and said
the father, her former husband, should
have custody.

The couple divorced after the
husband discovered the woman was a
Lesbian, the judge said. “It is a
homosexual atmosphere that harms
minors and substantially increases the
risk that they will turn that way too,” the
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Spanish Judge Who Denied
Lesbian Woman Custody Of
Children To Be Probed

judge added. The judge’s decision
goes against laws brought in by the
government of Socialist Prime Minister
Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero in 2005
that allow for same-gender marriages
and for same-sex couples to adopt
children.

On Monday, 15 women’s and
Gay groups filed a complaint before the
General Council of the Judiciary, which
oversees the judiciary in Spain. The
body said it was investigating. The
judge “can think what he likes, but he
cannot dictate rules that go against the
law,» said Silvia Jaen, the Secretary
General of the State Federation of
Gays and Lesbians. A lawyer for the
father told El Pais his two children
continued to live with their mother. In
another case, Ferrin is allegedly trying
to prevent a Lesbian couple from
adopting, news reports said. In 1987,
the magistrate raised a storm when he
ordered the arrest of two women for
showing a “lack of respect” by
sunbathing topless on a southern
Spanish beach, although they were not
breaking any law.

Toyota Yaris Holds Gay Wheels.COM’s
Top 10 Most-Researched Vehicles

NEW YORK CITY - Gaywheels.com,
the sole source of information specifi-
cally targeted to and about Lesbian,
Gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT)
car-shoppers, announced its list of the
Top 10 Most-Researched Vehicles
during the second quarter of 2007.

For the fourth straight quarter,
the entry-level Toyota Yaris main-
tained the top position, while for the

first time ever, a Nissan product, the
Infiniti-branded FX sport-utility vehicle,
joined the list.

Gaywheels.com Top 10 Most-
Researched Vehicles: 1. Toyota
Yaris, 2. Saab 9-3, 3. Mazda MX-5
Miata, 4. Volkswagen Jetta, 5.
Volkswagen Eos, 6. Dodge Caliber, 7.
Toyota Camry, 8. Audi A3, 9.
Volkswagen Rabbit, 10. Infiniti FX.
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Knight, Harris Nominated For Emmys

T. R. Knight

Neil Patrick Harris

LOS ANGELES, California - The 59th
annual Emmy nominations came out,
heralding LGBT actors.

T.R. Knight was nominated for
best supporting actor in a drama series
for Grey’s Anatomy, while recently out
Neil Patrick Harris earned a nom for
best supporting actor in a comedy
series for How | Met Your Mother.

Other recent Advocate sub-
jects who garnered noms include Kyra
Sedgwick (The Closer), Tina Fey (30
Rock), Felicity Huffman (Desperate
Housewives), Rachel Griffiths (Broth-
ers & Sisters), Katherine Heigl (Grey’s
Anatomy), and Sandra Oh (Grey’s
Anatomy). The ceremony will be
broadcast live September 16.

2007 Toyota Yaris

MiSS 9aY arizona america 2007
Saturday, august 4, 2007... LeO Fich Theatre

YouU can':= sror —he Beat

Catia Lee Love

Miss Gay America 2000

Mikaila Kay
Miss Gay Arizona America 06/07

Purchase tickets at...

Tucson Convention Center Box Office
260 S. Church Street
or online at
www.ticketmaster.com

Luscious
Miss Gay America 2007

Ray Scott's
Automotive



