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Vigil Held For 4th Avenue Assault;
Victims Say Attack Was Not A Hate Crime

TUCSON - About a week ago,
two Gay men were beaten on Tucson’s
4th Avenue, reported KVOA-TV 4.
Immediately, many labeled it a hate
crime, but both victims say they don’t
believe hatred was the motivation for
their being assaulted.

Saturday night (Oct. 7), about
50 people gathered outside the 4th
Avenue Gay bar IBT’s. They came to
protest violence against Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual and Transgender people.

“We are here tonight to say
hate is not okay,” one speaker said.
Chris Davis, 23, spoke. A Gay man,
Davis was assaulted on 4th Avenue
last weekend. Davis says his
attackers, “...broke the lower portion of
my eye socket and they fractured my
major sinus.” To repair it, Davis says
he’ll need to get a plate put in his face.
Davis says he was attacked after he
ran after suspects who’d just assaulted
one of his Gay friends. Davis says, ‘I
ended up getting beat up pretty bad,”
but Davis does not believe his attack
was a hate crime. He says, “l was the
person that chased them, and | think
that initially, they just didn’t want to be
caught.”

Ryan Burchell, 24, is the friend
Davis was trying to assist. Burchell
says he and several Gay men were
walking on 4th Avenue, loudly joking
about being Gay. Burchell says his
attackers thought the sexual com-
ments were directed at them. There
was a verbal confrontation, then,
Burchell says, the suspects walked
away. But, Burchell says, “l was kind of
drunk and I really wanted to fight. So |
ran my mouth a little bit and they came
back.” Burchell says the suspects
punched him in the mouth, loosening
his teeth, then ran. Burchell believes
his assault was not a hate crime. He
says, ‘It wasn't a hate crime whatso-
ever in my case at all, nor do | plan to
pursue it as one.” Burchell says it's
important for him to set the record
straight because so many Gays are
victims of hate crimes, he doesn’t want
to diminish what happened to them. ‘|
don’t want to be a falsified victim,”

Burchell says. “It's not fair.”

Tucson police arrested two
suspects in this case. Police won't
identify them, but they say both were
charged with misdemeanor assault.
Tucson’s Wingspan Anti-Violence
Project says so far this year, it's
received 27 reports from people who
say they were victims of hate-
motivated crimes.

ED NOTE: In all fairness, this
incident did not take place in or
around IBT’s. It was about a block
and half South. IBT’s has an
exxcellent record of makiing the
establishment safe and secure. Asa
matter of fact, when their security
heard of the problem, they went down
the avenue, found the attackers and
held them until the police arrived.

But this does show that it is
not safe to play around in the streets
anytime. Any place is safe if you mind
your business and do not provoke
people, especially when alcohol is
involved.

Senate Fails To
Reauthorize Ryan
White Act

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The
Senate failed to reauthorize the
controversial Ryan White Act before it
adjourned for the season, reported
advocate.com. The reauthorization
measure, which passed the House of
Representatives on Sept. 28, did not
make it to a Senate vote.

The Ryan White Act man-
dates the distribution of $2 billion in
federal funds for care, treatment, and
services to those with HIV/AIDS. The
reauthorization bill would have
changed the way the money is
distributed and would most likely
have led to rural areas receiving more
funds than they had previously. Many
Democratic legislators from states
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Regular HIV Testing Plan May
Take Years To Implement

ATLANTA, Georgia - Don’t
expect your doctor to nudge you toward
an HIV test anytime soon, despite bold
new government advice that most
Americans be tested for the AIDS virus,
reported the Associated Press. Public
health experts say testing in many parts
of the country probably won’t get going
for a year, maybe longer, because of a
complex tangle of state laws and the
reluctance of some family doctors.

“I think it's going to be very slow
progress,” said Lawrence Gostin, a
public health law professor at
Georgetown University.

When the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention an-
nounced the new guidelines last month,
they were widely met with enthusiasm.
And they were supposed to take effect
right away.

The goal is to prevent the
further spread of AIDS and reach an
estimated 250,000 Americans who don’t
realize they have HIV. The CDC is
recommending testing for all teens and
adults under age 65 when they visit
doctor’s offices, emergency rooms and
other health-care centers.

At least one major doctors
group - the 94,000-member American
Academy of Family Physicians - has
declined to take a position on the CDC’s
new advice, questioning the cost and
whether it’s really necessary for every-
one.

And even doctors who support
the guidelines say it won’t be as simple
as the CDC had hoped.

The idea was that by offering
the test to virtually everyone, primary
care doctors would be spared from
counseling patients before the test and
from obtaining specific consent to test
for HIV. But laws in New York and in at
least two dozen other states require
pretest counseling or have other rules
that may make it hard for doctors to
follow the CDC advice as written.

“The whole point was to try to
reduce the bureaucracy and administra-
tive burden” for doctors giving HIV tests,
Gostin said.

“But | don’t think state laws will
allow that,” he said, adding that it may
take years for some legislatures to ease
current restrictions.

“How challenging this is going
to be depends on where (what state) the
doctor practices,” said Dr. Nancy
Nielsen, a Buffalo, N.Y.-based physi-
cian who sits on the governing board of
the American Medical Association.

And then there’s the daunting
issue of dealing with a patient who has
HIV, which some pediatricians and
family doctors have rarely faced.

Many primary care doctors
customarily refer a patient with HIV to a
specialist better equipped to treat the
virus and put the patient in touch with
support services. That's expected to
continue.

But the primary doctor will be
expected to break the initial news of the
diagnosis to the patient - a task requiring
skills some physicians don’t always

demonstrate, said Dr. Kimberly Man-
ning, an internist at Atlanta’s large
public hospital, Grady Memorial.

“It's not like someone’s cho-
lesterol being high,” she said. With
HIV, a physician must be prepared to
empathize, educate and guide patients
into such steps as notifying intimate
contacts, she added.

And there is the issue of cost.
A routine blood test for HIV can cost
between $3 and $5, some health
experts say. New rapid tests, done
through finger pricks or oral swabs,
cost $15 or more.

Some medical centers have been
offering rapid tests for free, thanks to
government funding and support from
companies like Pennsylvania-based
OraSure Technologies Inc., one of at
least four companies that sell rapid-
result HIV tests in the United States.

The programs have been
deemed mostly successful. For ex-
ample, at George Washington Univer-
sity Hospital in Washington, D.C., 58
percent of 1,000 ER patients offered
the HIV test have accepted since a pilot
program began last month.

But the money for that effort
will end someday, and then paying for
the test will become an issue.

Health insurers are consider-
ing the CDC guidelines, and some
have said they usually pay for services
recommended by the CDC. But it's
more complicated than that.

For example, coverage for
treatment in an ER wouldn’t normally
include an HIV test, said Dr. Jeremy
Brown, research director for the
hospital’'s department of emergency
medicine.

To help doctors sort out these
and other issues, the CDC, AMA and
other groups are meeting Oct. 16 in
Atlanta. CDC officials said they never
expected HIV testing to become
widespread right away. “There are
some elements that take time,” said the
agency’s Dr. Rob Janssen.

Once doctors do offer the tests
routinely, most patients are expected
to go along, several physicians said.

“If they come with the imprima-
tur of the CDC ... those things are a
pretty easy sell to parents,” said Dr.
Michael Wasserman, a Metairie, La.,
pediatrician.

Many adult patients get HIV
tests when they sign up for life
insurance.

Dr. Michael Baron, a Stone
Mountain, Ga., family physician, has
already begun following the CDC
guidance. When routine blood tests
are given, he asks patients to allow HIV
testing as well.

Mary Osborne, 59, was in for a
check-up. Married for 16 years, she
considers HIV infection unlikely, but
said OK.

A cousin died from AIDS two
years ago, she noted. “It (the test)
doesn’t bother me at all,” she said.
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Diva By Diva Oct. 13

TUCSON (ON) - Phoenix
Metropolitan Men’s Chorus and spe-
cial guest artists present, “Diva by
Diva,” Friday, Oct. 13, 8:00 p.m., atthe
Historic “Y” Theater, 300 E. Univer-
sity.

Tucson’s own Reveille Gay
Men’s Chorus are the proud hosts for
this event, held in conjunction with
other Pride in the Desert activities
being held.

“Diva by Diva” is a fabulous
evening of wonderful music and
outrageous laughter! Help us cel-
ebrate our most adored female
vocalist of the past century: Barbra,
Judy, Bette, Madonna, Cher, Edith,
Billie, Patsy, Dolly, Cyndi, Karen,
Patti, Aretha, Tina, Diana, Liza, Ethel,
Elaine, Bernadette, Ella, Donna, and
many more!

Tickets are $15.00 for adults
and $10.00 for seniors and students.
For more information, go online to
reveillegmc.com or call (520) 304-

1758.

‘Homoneurotic’
October 20 - 21

TUCSON - “Homoneurotic,”
Tucson’s new voice in Gay comedy
presents its world premiere, Oct. 20-
21,7:00 p.m. atClub Congress, 311E.
Congress.

Explores the funny side of
neuroses we all share. Come and
experience ninety minutes of comedy,
dramedy/pathos and everything in
between in this fast paced collection of
short portraits of queer life. There are
even a couple of musical numbers.

Tickets are $10 each. Call Club
Congress, (520) 622-8848 for tickets.

‘Boy | Am’, Oct. 13

TUCSON - “Boy | Am,” a film
about female-to-male (FTM)
Transgender visibility will be shown
Friday, Oct. 13, 7:30 - 9:00 p.m., the
University of Arizona Modern Lan-
guage Building, Room 350.

SAGA, the Southern Arizona
Gender Alliance is hosting the event
and panel discussion.

“Boy | Am” aims to break down
that barrier and promote dialogue
about trans issues through the
experiences of three young
transitioning FTMs in New York City
as they go through major junctures in
their transitions, alongside the voices
of Lesbians, activists and theorists
who raise and address the questions
that many people have but few openly
discuss. This screening is dedicated
to the memory of Alexander Goodrum,
a pioneering trans activist in the
Tucson community and nationally.

For more information call
(520) 621-1239.

Vets For Honor
Guard Sought

GLBT Veeterans are sought to be
the Honor Guard at the Tucson Pridse
Parade October 15. Call Maurice at
323-2293. “Join us and show your
colors, Maurice said.

First Words:
Relativity Oct. 19-22

TUCSON (ON) - First Words:
Relativity, a festival of four plays on an
alternative view of the families will be
running Oct. 19-22, at Zuzi’s Theaterin
the Historic Y, 738 N. 5th Ave.

How does a married couple
dealing with issues of sexual orienta-
tion negotiate the rearing of their child?
How does an elderly Lesbian couple
living in a assisted living residence
keep their relationship a secret?
Where do a Gay father and his
unmarried, pregnant daughter find
common ground on issues of pater-
nity? Why would a Gay man turn his
back on his relationship with his
partner and move away from his
supportive family? And just what are
“Gay family values” anyway?

First Words: Relativity is a
festival of four new plays on the theme
of Gay, Lesbian, Bi-sexual and
Transgender (GLBT) family life. Reach-
ing beyond the political spin generated
in the last presidential election and
rekindled by the proposed Protect
Marriage Arizona Amendment, the
First Words: Relativity Festival pro-
vides a more direct and personal view
on how we define family. In fact,
audiences may be surprised by work
that crosses political and social
boundaries separating liberal from
conservative, gay from straight.

The works presented also deal
with issues not commonly addressed
in the public conversation concerning
“non-traditional” families. While gay
marriage, civil unions and adoption
rights might be among the most salient
issues on the ballot this year, the
impact of sexual orientation on family
roles and relationships is very com-
plex, reaching far beyond what can be
deliberated through political processes.
Panel discussions including commu-
nity leaders will follow some perfor-
mances for the purpose of continuing
the dialogue sparked by issues
presented in the plays.

First Words: Relativity is spon-
sored by Stark Naked Productions,
which will be present on four plays
rotation, with panel discussions by
community leaders following the per-
formances. The schedule of the plays
are: Thursday, Oct. 19 and Saturday,
Oct. 21, 7:00 p.m: Stress Incontinence
by Richard Chaney, Daddy by Chuck
Cummings (mature content). Friday,
Oct. 20, 7:00 p.m. & Sunday, Oct. 22,
2:00 p.m.: Back In by Jason Montgom-
ery, Transitional Objects by Eugenia
Woods (mature content).

Tickets are $16 per perfor-
mance or $30 for a festival pass. For
more information, contact Eugenia
Woods, (520) 529-8868,
stark_naked_productions@yahoo.com.
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‘No On Proposition
107’ Update

TUCSON - University of Arizona
President Robert Shelton said he
opposes a voter initiative that would
ban domestic partnerships, civil unions
and same-sex marriage because it
would hinder the university’s ability to
attract new employees. Shelton’s
declaration during the “UA discusses
inclusion” forum at Gallagher Theater
(Oct. 4) was the first time he had taken
a stance on Proposition 107.

“l can tell you unequivocally
that were this to pass, it would be very
bad for the university,” Shelton said. “It
would really cripple this university’s
ability to compete.” Shelton’s stance
echoes that of his predecessor, former
President Peter Likins. Likins and
Phoenix Mayor Phil Gordon filed a
brief with the Arizona Supreme Court
in August that opposed the amend-
ment.

“Having two respected mem-
bers of our state’s academic commu-
nity on our side speaks volumes to me
and should speak volumes to voters,”
said State Representative Kyrsten
Sinema, committee chair. “Both Presi-
dent Shelton and President Likins
recognize the detrimental impact that
Prop. 107 will have not just on
Arizona’s families, but on our economy.”

Proposition 107 denies legal
status to unmarried couples in any of
the state’s political subdivisions in-
cluding universities like U of A or ASU.
Meaning that either university could be
hindered from offering their employees
domestic partner benefits. Shelton’s
statement occurred just one day after
ASU President Dr. Michael Crow
implemented parental leave for both
same-sex and straight domestic part-
ners. According to the ASU website,
“the paid leave may be used by the
birth mother, father, adoptive parents
and domestic (same or opposite sex)
partners.” ...

During their weekly Study
Session meeting, Oct. 10 Tucson’s
Mayor and Council issued individual
statements on Proposition 107 and
took up a resolution reaffirming their
support of Tucson’s Domestic Part-
ners Registry and the city’s human
relations ordinance. ...

Upcoming events: Saturday,
Oct. 14, 9 a.m., Grijalva Campaign
Headquarters (3301 South Sixth Ave.
southeast corner at I-10, next to El
Indio Restaurant). In addition to the
“regular” Grijalva walks that take place
every Saturday morning, this particular
walk will include a “107 against 107"
component in which round up 107
people to walk against Prop 107. Ifyou
can’t walk this particular morning,
please walk with Grijalva any other
Saturday - it's a great chance to have
fun and get the word out about
Proposition 107 and its impacts on all
Arizonans. Details at
grijalvaforcongress.com.

Saturday, Oct. 14, 9 a.m. to
sunset. DeMeester Amphitheater at
Reid Park (Country Club Road at
roughly 18" Street). The event formerly
known as OUToberfest promises to be
bigger and better than ever this year,
and “No on 107" needs people to help
staff the ArTo table and/or schlepp set-
up stuff from the office, 181 S. Tucson
Blvd, Suite 103, to the venue the night
before between 2 and 5 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 15, 5 p.m., Pride
on Parade, Fourth Avenue. People are
needed to work the crowds recruiting
volunteers for phone banking and
other GOTV efforts. Anyone who will
be marching and wants signage and/or
other propaganda are more than
welcome to swing by the o office and
grab some. Call (520) 326-8154 or E-
mail les_p_hackenslash@yahoo.com.

Call Jeff Simpson - Southern
Regional Field Organizer, (520) 326-
8154, jsimpson@aztogether.org,
Kendra Leiby - Central Regional Field

Continued on Page Three
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Tucson - A few days before
October 8, 2006, we had a nice
refreshing rain. And as delightful as
rain in the desert is, it is not something
we want to see the morning of
AIDSwalk. But Sunday morning, a
refreshing breeze and a cool morning
greeted the record number of walkers
who came out in support of the fight
against AIDS. Emcee Barbara Grijalva
from KOLD News 13 acknowledged
the beautiful weather to the huge
amount of people. Everyone was in
agreement.

Between 5,000 and 6,000
people gathered at the UA Student
Mall to participate in this, the largest
AIDS community awareness and
fundraising event in Tucson’s history.
Slightly shy of the goal of $230,000, the
amount of money raised will continue
to increase to meet the goal as
remaining contributions come in after
the event. (Have you made your
contribution yet?)

Opening the day was the
traditional quilt ceremony. The
opening of nine quilts from the National
AIDS Quilt Project and the presence of
several quilts from the Tucson AIDS
Quilt Project at the event makes the
point clear that AIDS touches us all. As
people gathered around the quilt
display and listened to the names
being read off, one knew thatthiswas a
moment of quiet reflection. How many
more will there be?

The UA basketball team cut
the ribbon to signal the start of the 5K
walk and thousands walked through
the balloon arch after them. How
invigorating it was to witness the sea of
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AIDSWALK 2006: An Event To Remember

people flood the streets of the route as
they strode in support of people living
with HIV/AIDS, in memory of those
they have known who have been lost
to this virus, and in commitment to HIV
prevention. People of all ages walked,
including an 82 year old woman who
wondered if there was someone there
olderthan she. (Ifthere was, he or she
was silent.) The energy level was
incredible.

Adding to the atmosphere of
“we will not be defeated by AIDS,” the
event included two Tucson bands,
Politically Incorrect and TMI (Too
Much Information). Other features at
the event such as the climbing wall,
the kids’ zone, and an unbelievable
array of free food and beverage items
provided an environment that wel-
comed everyone.

Helping achieve Sunday’s

success were corporate underwriters
including the title sponsor: Desert
Diamond Casino. Other major
sponsors included Community Part-
nership of Southern Arizona (CPSA),
Wells Fargo, SunMist, Cable Positive,
Cox Communications, Comcast, Dex,
The Journal Broadcast Group, Lotus
Radio Group, Access Tucson, KOLD-
TV, and the Tucson Weekly.

Special thanks goes to TIHAN
for offering an Interfaith Service
following the Quilt Opening Cer-
emony. Thank you also to Reveille
Gay Men’s Chorus who sang for the
Interfaith Service attendees.

The winning teams for each
category were:

1. Small Business Team (50
employees or less):
Woody’s.....cmeernnn. $3912.00
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2. School Team (K-12) - Palo
Verde HS Govt. classes ... $3109.45

3. Corporate Team: Raytheon
$11,943.48

4. Orgnization/Non-Profit Team
Desert Voices...$1670.00

5. College University Team:
Residence Hall Association
$2234.04

6. Friends and Family Team:
Gbuerks Girls ... $2925.00

7. Individual: Jamie Bentley

$2925.00
| want to thank everyone who
participated in AIDSWALK 2006 as a
walker, runner, sponsor, or volunteer.
Your involvement makes a difference
as we create and sustain a healthier
community through a compassionate,
comprehensive response to HIV/
AIDS. Remember in this fight against

AIDS

107 cont. from Page Two
Organizer, (602) 254-640T, kleiby@
aztogether.org, or Lisa Rayner -
Northern Regional Field Organizer,
(928) 221-4667, Irayner@
aztogether.org to give time to help
defeat Proposition 107.

For donations, go online to
voteno107.com/donate.html or
iwssecure.com/noprop107/contribute/

To send a check, make checks
payable to “No on 107,” and mail them
toNoon 107, 1718 E. Speedway Blvd.
#244, Tucson, Arizona 85719, (Due to
campaign finance disclosure laws
you must include your occupation and
employer when making a contribu-
tion), or “Arizona Together,” and mail
them to Arizona Together, 319 E.
McDowell Road, Suite 100, Phoenix,
Arizona 85004.
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Teen Sentenced To Ten Years
For Gay Bashing

SAN DIEGO - A 15 year old
boy who took part in the beatings of
Gay men as they left San Diego pride
festivities in July was sentenced
Wednesday (Oct. 4) to 10 years in
custody, 365Gay.com reported. Be-
cause of his age the teen’s name
cannot be made public. In handing
down the sentence Juvenile Court
Judge Theodore Weathers said the
attacks were “horrific” and “beyond
comprehension.”

Six men were attacked as
they left Balboa Park where San
Diego’s Gay pride was being held on
July 29. The victims were taunted with
homophobic remarks then beaten. At
least two of the victims were struck by
a baseball bat. One of them was hit
nearly a dozen times and required
reconstructive surgery on his face.
Another victim received a non life
threatening stab wound.

Three adults who were in-
volved in the attacks received prison
terms two weeks ago ranging from 32
months to 11 years. The teens lawyer
told Judge Weathers on Wednesday
that his client was a follower and not
one of the ringleaders in the attack.
Attorney Robert Bourne called for
counseling, substance abuse treat-
ment and vocational training. The
District Attorney’s office said that
wasn’t enough. The teen pleaded
guilty on September 19 to three counts
of assault with a deadly weapon that
included hate-crime sentencing en-
hancements. Witnesses identified the
teen as one of those wielding a bat. He

will spend his incarceration at a youth
facility.

During the preliminary hearing
for the three adults one of the victims
described how he was struck by a
baseball bat, then called 911 and began
following the men as they continued
their rampage. Paul Mullins, 34, said he
realized he was outnumbered but
followed the gang to help police. After
hitting him twice with a baseball bat the
gang next went after a man who was
sitting on a bench. “They justbeat him ...
They just kept beating him,” Mullins
testified. The gang then attacked
another man in some bushes. “They
yelled ‘faggot’ at him,” Mullins told the
court. He said that he yelled to the victim
that police were on the way. One of the
attackers then told the others “We've
got to get out of here.”

Following Mullins testimony
James Carroll, 24; Lyonn Tatum, 18;
and Kenneth Lincoln, 24, suddenly
changed their pleas to guilty. Under a
plea bargain accepted Monday (Oct. 2)
by Judge Frederick Maguire, Carroll will
serve 11 years in prison, Tatum eight
years and Lincoln 32 months. As part of
the deal all three were required to detail
their rolls in the attacks. Carroll
admitted using a bat in carrying out a
hate crime. Tatum admitted to using a
knife and committing a hate crime and
Lincoln admitted to being an accessory
after the fact for shaving Tatum’s head
and putting tattoos on him in an effort to
conceal his identity. Both Carroll and
Lincoln have criminal records. Lincoln
was on parole in connection with
another crime when he was arrested.

Finalists Chosen For Statue To
Harvey Milk

SAN FRANCISCO - An inter-
national competition to select an artist
to create a bust of slain Gay Supervisor
Harvey Milk has been whittled down to
three candidates, 365Gay.com re-
ported.

The city’s Arts Commission
called for submissions to be made by
August 1. The three artists who made
the cut are Bruce Wolfe of Piedmont,
Cedric Wentworth of San Francisco
and the Daub, Firmin and Hendrickson
Sculpture Group of Berkeley.

They will each create prelimi-
nary sculptures to be judged by a
community panel following public
input.

The final statue will be about
six feet tall and be placed in City Hall. It
will cost some $60,000 with the money
coming from a grant from the Bob Ross
Foundation, named for the founder and
former publisher of San Francisco’s
Bay Area Reporter, and from people
around the world.

Plans to erect a statue honor-
ing Milk have been in the works since
2004.

Milk was the first openly Gay
elected official in California. On Nov.
27,1978, after less than a year in office
Milk was gunned down in his City Hall
office by former Supervisor Dan White.

White who had quit his job on
the Board of Supervisors and wanted it
back blamed Milk for blocking his

Harvey Milk

return.

White also turned his gun on
Mayor George Moscone killing him as
well.

White served five years in
prison for the killings and committed
suicide after being released.

There already is a sculpture of
Moscone outside San Francisco’s City
Hall.

Milk has been immortalized in
the film “The Life and Times of Harvey
Milk”, at a school named for him, and a
plaza near Castro and Market Streets.
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Foley Scandal: What Did He Know
And When Did He Know It?

By Mark R. Kerr

TUCSON (ON) - During the
Senate hearings on the break-in of the
Democratic National Committee head-
quarters at the Watergate Hotel,
Senator Howard Baker, R-Tennessee,
posed the famous question to an
individual testifying on then President
Nixon’s knowledge of the scandal.
“What did he know and when did he
know it?” asked Baker.

More than thirty-years later,
this question can be posed to outgoing
Arizona Congressman Jim Kolbe, R-
CD 8 on his knowledge and involve-
ment in regard to the growing scandal
and investigation involving former
Florida Republican Congressman Mark
Foley and the salacious E-mails and
instant messages Foley sent to male
Congressional Pages (of age and
underage), described as “Foleygate.”

On Tuesday (Oct. 10) Kolbe
released a statement giving his “best
recollection” of the Foley incident back
in 2000, which contradicts with details
of an earlier statement given by his own
press secretary, Korenna Cline.

‘I have been contacted by
news organizations about former Rep.
Foley’s e-mail contacts with former
pages. This is my best recollection of
the single incident | was made aware
of.

“Some time after leaving the
Page program, an individual | had
appointed as a Page contacted my
office to say he had received e-mails
from Rep. Foley that made him
uncomfortable. | was not shown the
content of the messages and was not
told they were sexually explicit. It was
my recommendation that this complaint
be passed along to Rep. Foley’s office
and the Clerk who supervised the Page
program. This was done promptly. | did
not have a personal conversation with
Mr. Foley about the matter. | assume e-
mail contact ceased since the former
Page never raised the issue again with
my office. | believed then, and believe
now, that this was the appropriate way
to handle this incident given the
information | had and the fact that the
young man was no longer a Page and
not subject to the jurisdiction of the
program.”

According to a story though
published Monday (Oct. 9) in the
Washington Post, Cline said the former
page had showed the congressman
Internet messages that had made the
youth feel uncomfortable with the
direction Foley (R-Florida.) was taking
their e-mail relationship. When the
Foley matter erupted, a Kolbe staff
member suggested to the former page
that he take the matter to the clerk of the
House. Kolbe served briefly as chair of
the Page Board, as well as the
committee from 1999-2001. “The con-
gressman — or our office — did not know
of any other pages or former pages that
felt uncomfortable around Foley,” Ms.
Cline said in an interview. “We were
only aware of this one.”

The Post story goes on to state
that Kolbe once invited four former
pages to make use of his Washington
home while he was out of town,
according to an instant message
between Foley and another former
page, Jordan Edmund, in Jan. 2002.
The pages planned to attend a first-
year reunion of their page class. But
because of a snowstorm, they did not
take Kolbe up on his offer, according to
one of the four pages.

Cline said one of the youths

invited was a former page of Kolbe’s.
Because the congressman frequently
travels on weekends, either to his
Arizonaranch or abroad, the house is
often available to friends, constitu-
ents, staffers and former staff
members, such as a former page,
she said.

Now Kolbe implied through
his statement that it really wasn’t his
problem, since “the young man was
no longer a Page and not subject to
the jurisdiction of the program.”

According to an article in the
Oct. 9 edition of the New York Times,
Kolbe , who had served as a Page,
often talked about his admiration for
the program, once declaring on the
House floor that he had a “special
relationship with the page program.”
The Congressional Record of June 9,
2000, captured an exchange be-
tween Mr. Kolbe and Mr. Foley, which
offered a glimpse into how active
both were with the program.

“l am sure | speak for all of
the pages when | say that one of the
favorite members is the gentleman
from Florida,” Kolbe said of Foley,
“‘who never fails to stop by the page
desk andinquire about the pages and
spend a little time talking to them.”

Mr. Foley replied, “Let me
pay back the compliment you have
just given me.” He went on to ask the
pages to salute Mr. Kolbe “for his
dedication to the page program.”

Asked to comment Tuesday,
(Oct. 10) on the Kolbe statement for a
story on CNN, House Speaker
Dennis Hastert, said confronting
Foley was Kolbe’s responsibility.

“l don’t know anything more
about it,” said Hastert. “If there’s
something that was of a nature that
should have been reported or
brought forward, then he should have
done that.”

Meanwhile, in Oklahoma
City on Tuesday (Oct. 10), a former
congressional page who may have
received suggestive electronic mes-
sages from Foley was interviewed by
the FBI. Ex-congressional page
Jordan Edmund and his attorney,
Stephen Jones, emerged from the 2
1/2-hour meeting at the U.S.
Attorney’s office about 12:30 p.m.
local time, reported yahoo.com.

“Jordan answered all of their
questions,” Jones said. “I'm not able
to discuss the interview except to say
that it occurred.” Jones said his client
was not issued a subpoena and was
not asked to return. Jones also plans
to talk to House officials investigating
the case.

Edmund’s connection to
Foley became public after ABC News
inadvertently published the computer
screen name of an ex-congressional
page who allegedly received online
instant messages from the ex-
congressman.

The FBlinterview was among
a host of developments in the
unfolding scandal surrounding the
52-year-old Foley’s relationship with
teenagers, called pages, appointed
to run errands for lawmakers while
Congress is in session. Meanwhile,
lawmakers are responding to the
ethics committee’s request that they
survey aides and former House
pages to find out if any of them had
knowledge of inappropriate Foley
conduct toward pages.
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by Mark R. Kerr

Not In Good Hands With Proposition 107

Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgender (GLBT) Arizonans are
good neighbors, living where the
community lives, making sure all
people are in good hands, meeting
life’s ups and downs and helping
the community out, stepping up,
reliable, getting everyone back
where they belong, paraphrasing
numerous insurance company ad-
vertising slogans.

GLBT Arizonans own prop-
erty, vehicles and businesses.
Many of them are in a committed
relationship with some same-sex
couples even raising children, just
some of the numerous aspects of
life and contributing to the better-
ment of society in general but with
these responsibilities, various in-
surance policies (life, auto, prop-
erty, homeowners, casualty,
healthcare, disability, etc.) are
needed, some required by statute
so that a person or family’s
existence can continue unabated.

There are insurance com-
panies who offer policies to same-
sex couples and their families,
either who can’t marry, or have their
relationship recognized by govern-
ment, as well as opposite sex
couples who choose not to get
married for whatever reason.

Arizona’s Republican Gu-
bernatorial nominee, Lynden Munsil,
Nathan Sproul, Cathi Herrod and
those individuals fronting as the
head of the Protect Marriage
Arizona (PMA) front organization,
as well as the Center for Arizona

Policy (CAP) who are the ones really
spearheading the effort in Arizona to
enshrine discrimination in the state
constitution with Proposition 107, the
PMAA (Protect Marriage Arizona
Amendment) would change that,
marginalizing same-sex families, as
well as opposite-sex couples and their
families, making them all “high risk,”
because as Herrod, a lobbyist for the
CAP said in the June 18, 2005-East
Valley Tribune article, entitled “Same-
sex Marriage Fight Looms,” “If it gives
a legal status to unmarried individuals,’
... ‘it would not be allowed.”

Laws dealing with all types of
insurance, including the selling and
purchasing of policies and the respec-
tive contracts for these transactions,
types and definitions of policies,
beneficiaries, coverage requirements,
discrimination prohibitions, claims (and
the payment of thereof) that would be
affected by Proposition 107 are in
Arizona Revised Statues (ARS), Title
20.

To insure and protect our lives
against the catastrophic Proposition
107 on Nov. 7, give time, money or
preferably both.

Call Jeff Simpson - Southern
Regional Field Organizer, (520) 326-
8154, jsimpson@aztogether.org,
Kendra Leiby - Central Regional Field
Organizer, (602) 254-6401,
kleiby@aztogether.org, or Lisa Rayner
- Northern Regional Field Organizer,
(928) 221-4667,
Irayner@aztogether.org to give time to
help defeat Proposition 107.

For donations, go online to

voteno107.com/donate.html or
iwssecure.com/noprop107/contribute/.
To send a check, make checks
payable to “No on 107,” and mail them
to Noon 107, 1718 E. Speedway Blvd.
#244, Tucson, Arizona 85719, (Due to

WEEKLY OBSERVER
campaign finance disclosure laws you

must include your occupation and
employer when making a contribution),
or “Arizona Together,” and mail them to
Arizona Together, 319 E. McDowell
Road, Suite 100, Phoenix, Arizona
85004.
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WASHINGTON, D.C. - In April
1965 Frank Kameny helped organize the
first Gay rights demonstration in front of
the White House. It came almost eight
years after he was fired from the Army
Map Service because he was Gay,
reported 365Gay.com. Friday (Oct. 5),
Kameny presented the papers and
artifacts of a lifetime of Gay activism to
the nation - including the original picket
sign he carried in front of the White
House.

In a ceremony held at the U.S.
Library of Congress Kameny officially
turned over more than 70,000 letters,
documents and memorabilia. “Nearly
fifty years ago, the United States
Government banned me from employ-
ment in public service because | am a
homosexual,” Kameny said.

“This archive is not simply my
story; italso shows how Gay and Lesbian
Americans have joined the American
mainstream story of expanded civil
liberties in the 20th century. Today, by
accepting these papers, the nation
preserves not only our history but marks
how far Gay and Lesbian Americans
have traveled on the road to civil
equality.”

Kameny’s personal papers will
be stored at the Manuscript Division of
the Library of Congress where scholars
will be able to gain an insight into the
early days of the Gay rights movement.

Itincludes thousands of pages of
letters, government correspondence,
testimony tracing the arc of the Gay civil
equality movement in the U.S. through
Kameny’s life and activism from the
1950s to the present.

Several rare protest and picket
signs will be made part of the permanent
collections of the Smithsonians National
Museum of American History.

The collection includes original
photographs of Gay men and women
picketing the White House in 1965 along
with the original picket signs; the original
policy statement of the U.S. Civil Service
Commission in 1966 explaining to
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Early Gay Activist’s Papers
Go To Nation

Kameny the legal arguments why
homosexuals “are not suitable for
federal employment”; documents
tracing the formation and advocacy
of The Mattachine Society of
Washington; documents from the
American Psychiatric Association
and the fight to “de-list” homosexu-
ality as a mental illness; and
impassioned testimony by Dr.
Kameny in defense of scores of
homosexuals being stripped of
security clearances, and fired from
their government jobs.

In addition to these gifts to
the federal repositories, many of the
remaining picket and protest signs
will be donated to Gay and Lesbian
history archives throughout the
United States for their collections
Kameny said.

It had long been Kameny’s
wish to ensure the papers once
stored in his Washington, D.C. attic
remain in the Nations Capital, his
home for over five decades and that
they ultimately are made available
to all for historical research.

With advancing years Frank
Kameny was not eligible for a
federal tax deduction, as is common
with such an extraordinary donation
because of his limited means. The
gift was made possible through an
original matching grant from former
Member of Congress Michael
Huffington, as well as additional
contributions from organizations
and individuals.

Supreme Court Refuses
Gay Marriage Case

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The US
Supreme Court turned down an appeal
Tuesday (Oct. 10) by a Gay California
Gay couple who want to marry. It is the
first time the issue of same-sex marriage
has been offered to the high court,
365Gay.com reported.

Arthur Smelt and Christopher
Hammer of Mission Viejo, California
went to court after they were turned down
for a marriage license in 2004. U.S.
District Judge Gary Taylor last year ruled
against the pair Taylor saying that the
California law preventing same-sex
marriage “has a disproportionate effect
on homosexual individuals,” but said the
government’s desire to promote procre-
ation is a valid reason for infringing on
the rights of Gays.

The couple then appealed to the
the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals.
“Everything that is wrong is not discrimi-
nation,” said Judge Jerome Farris, part of
the three-judge panel that heard argu-
ments. The court ruled that the couple

should await the outcome of cases
already proceeding in state courts in
California. “It is difficult to imagine
an area more fraught with sensitive
social policy considerations in
which federal courts should not
involve themselves if there is an
alternative,” Judge Ferdinand
Fernandez wrote in the panel’s
ruling. The decision also noted that
the couple did not have legal
standing to sue over federal laws
against same-sex marriage be-
cause they have not attempted to
acquire any federal benefits of
marriage, such as filing a married
income tax return.

Smelt and Hammer did not
have the endorsement of major
LGBT rights groups in their dispute.
Lambda Legal, the National Center
for Lesbian Rights and the ACLU all
of which are involved in same-sex
marriage at the state level in a
variety of states believe the issue of
Gay marriage should be fought on

the local level before a federal case
is mounted. In the joint the Lambda,
ACLU, NCLR case a California
appeals court rejected arguments
that banning same-sex marriage is
unconstitutional. The issue is ex-
pected to reach the California

Supreme Court next year.
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Dear Observer,

On behalf of the Tucson
Interfaith HIV/AIDS Network (TIHAN),
I want to thank everyone who
supported “A Nite of Stars Under the
Moon” this past Saturday at Howl at
the Moon. With a packed bar in
attendance, this benefit show raised
$1,252 for the Arizona Gay Rodeo
Association AGRA) and TIHAN, and
we are very grateful.

| want to thank Howl at the
Moon for hosting the event, and Les
Krambeal and Gordon Owsley who
helped organize the benefit, along
with  AGRA. A huge gay rodeo
contingent from Phoenix traveled
down to Tucson for the show,
including almost the entire Board of
Directors! Pussy LeHoot (Miss
International Gay Rodeo 2005) did a
great job as hostess and performer,
and treated us to performances from
a star-studded cast of royalty from
both Tucson and Phoenix that
included Hollie Woods (Miss IGRA
1991), Ebony (Miss National Gay
Rodeo 1983), and Miss Claudia B
(star of Charlie’s Hee Haw Honeys),
Mikaila Kay (Miss Gay Arizona
2007), as well as live vocal perfor-
mances from Travis James (Mr.
Arizona Gay Rodeo 2006), Gary
Rushton (Mr. IGRA 2006 1st Runner-
Up), Patrick Lose (Mr. IGRA 2003 1st
Runner-Up), and Kyle Ross (Mr.
AGRA 2004)

In addition to all the great
performances, the evening was
glittered with a huge number of raffle
prizes, and we owe special thanks to
TIHAN’s Juanita Molina, who along
with Jerry Jacobs, Noel, Juan, Les,
and Gordon, helped organize an
impressive raffle.

Thank you to Howl at the Moon
and everyone who participated in and
supported this benefit show that
jointly helps TIHAN and Arizona Gay
Rodeo Association and the upcoming
Road Runner Regional Rodeo 2007
(January 12-14, 2007 at Rawhide at
Wild Horse Pass in Chandler,
Arizona - visit www.agra-phx.com for
details).

It was indeed a great nite of
stars under the moon! With
appreciation,

Scott Blades, Executive Direc-
tor

Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS Net-
work (TIHAN)
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EDITOR:

As a licensed social worker,
a Gay man, and the father of a
teenager, | am deeply concerned
regarding the rhetoric spin coming
from former Representative Mark
Foley through his attorney David
Roth. Mr. Roth tells us that Mr. Foley
is not a pedophile. That may be true:
a pedophile is an adult who is
sexually aroused by and seeks
sexual gratification from pre-pubes-
cent children. A more accurate
clinical term to consideris ‘hepophile,’
an adult who is sexually aroused and
pursues for sexual gratification post-
pubescent children. It is a disorder
that is independent of the gender or
sexual orientation of the perpetrator,
as demonstrated by recent news
accounts of female teachers having
sex with teen male students.

Mr. Roth also tells us that
Mark Foley is a Gay man, even
though there is no evidence of that.
There is, however, evidence that
Mark Foley is a straight man, as
evidenced by his informing a reporter
from the Washingtonian magazine in
a 1995 article that his date for a star-
studded party was Miss Germany.

Mark Foley’s illicit sexual
text messages to a teen male page
are the actions of a hebophile.

Calling his actions that of a
Gay man are incorrect, inflammatory,
and intentionally misleading to divert
attention from the truth of his
hebophilic action.

| hope the American public is
astute enough to see through this
ploy.

Eric Cuestas-Thompson,
LMSW, LISAC
Tucson, AZ

In Their
Own Words

“It would really cripple this
university’s ability to compete.” -
University of Arizona President
Robert Shelton on Proposition 107,
the proposed amendment banning
same-sex marriage, civil unions and

domestic partnerships.
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More Arrests As Military