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GOP To Force Federal Marriage
Amendment Vote In 2006

WASHINGTON, D.C. - A Republican
effort to ban Gay marriage nationwide
will be returned to the Senate floor in
20086, reported rawstory.com.

The Marriage Protection
Amendment was originally introduced
by Marilyn Musgrave (R-CO) in 2003,
and leveraged as a wedge issue by the
GOP during the 2004 election cycle as
a way of mobilizing its base to vote
against same-sex marriage.

Senator Wayne Allard (R-
CO), a co-sponsor of the 2005 joint
resolution, has confirmed that Senate
Majority leader Bill Frist (R- TN) will
attempt to bring the controversial
legislation to the floor this year for a
full vote.

“Senator Bill Frist has indi-
cated he will try to bring the Marriage
Protection Amendment to a full vote
again this year,” Allard spokeswoman
Angela de Rocha told RAW STORY.
“Senator Allard believes that a
constitutional amendment is the best
way to make it crystal clear that
marriage is between a man and a
woman.” Senator Frist’s office did not
return a call seeking comment.

The proposal to amend the
Constitution with a definition for what
constitutes marriage became a central
GOP platform issue after the Massa-
chusetts Supreme Court ruled that the
state could not “deny the protections,
benefits and obligations conferred by
civil marriage to two individuals of the
same sex who wish to marry.”

Although the primary con-
cerns of the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual
and Transgendered (GLBT) commu-
nity are equal rights and protection
under the law, including visitation,
property and child custody rights, the
GOP has successfully framed the
legislation as a religious argument
rather than a legal issue in order to fire
up their base and rally them to the
voting booths.

The November 2004 election
saw 11 states — championed by
conservative groups like Focus on the
Family — approve constitutional
amendments to ban same-sex mar-
riage. The concept of the nebulous
“moral values” voter emerged as the
reason given for the perceived
mandate in President George W.
Bush’s reelection.

Yet what was seen as a moral
victory by conservatives soon became
a political bargaining tool, one that did
very little to affect the stalled status of
the once promised amendment that
drove so many voters to cast their
ballot.

According to a New York
Times article from January 2005, the
Arlington Group, a coalition of various

conservative Christian groups, was
concerned that the campaign promise
of a marriage amendment banning
same-sex unions was not the first
priority on the President’s agenda:
“We couldn’t help but notice the
contrast between how the president is
approaching the difficult issue of
Social Security privatization where the
public is deeply divided and the
marriage issue where public opinion is
overwhelmingly on his side,” the letter
said.

The public sentiment on
same-sex unions differs greatly from
the view of conservative groups
pushing to amend the constitution. A
Pew Research poll conducted in
August of last year found that 53
percent of Americans polled sup-
ported civil unions, which would
confer upon same-sex couples the
same rights enjoyed by married
couples. Thirty-five percent favored
Gay marriage.

The Republican Party is
likewise divided on the issue. . The
emphasis on Gay marriage and the
“moral values” banner were conspicu-
ously absent from the GOP’s 2006
agenda outlined by President Bush’s
Deputy Chief of Staff and Republican
National Committee political advisor,
Karl Rove, during his Jan. 20 speech
at the winter meeting of the RNC.

In the Senate, John McCain
(R-AZ) and John Sununu (R-NH) have
also expressed an unwillingness to
support afederalamendment prohibit-
ing Gay marriage. Nonetheless, Dave
Noble, Political Director of the Na-
tional Gay and Lesbian Taskforce,
said the Taskforce is prepared for the
GOP to make the amendment a
campaign issue again this vyear.
“Congress has a terrible approval
rating, and they need something to
avoid talking about the issues that
people want them to talk about,” Noble
says. “Wouldn't it be great to have
people focus on same-sex marriage
instead of the corruption issues facing
Congress?”

Christopher Labonte, Deputy
Political Director of the Human Rights
Campaign, America’s largest Gay
lobby, agrees. “This is always about
politics; it's a wedge issue,” Labonte
says. “They know they don’t have the
votes, but they use it to avoid talking
about what the American people really
want to be talking about—security,
healthcare, education.”

After Senate Republicans’
cloture motion to force a direct vote
was defeated in July 2004 and House
Republicans failed to secure the 290
votes required for adoption of the
amendmentin September of that year,
the legislation was reintroduced in
early 2005. In November, the Senate
Subcommittee on the Constitution

Continued on Page Five

Civil Rights Advocate
Coretta Scott King Dies

ATLANTA - Coretta Scott King, the
widow of civil rights leader Martin
Luther King, Jr., died Tuesday (Jan.
31), shewas 78, reported 365Gay.com.
Until she was disabled by a stroke last
August King frequently spoke out,
often to the anger of some Black
pastors, in favor of LGBT civil rights.

King called her critics “misin-
formed” and said that Martin Luther
King’s message to the world was one
of equality and inclusion.

In 2003, she invited the

National Gay and Lesbian Task Force
to take part in observances of the 40th
anniversary of the March on Washing-
ton and Dr. Martin Luther King’s ‘I
Have A Dream” speech.
It was the first time that an LGBT rights
group had been invited to a major
event of the African American commu-
nity and drew the ire of some of the
other speakers. King said her husband
supported the quest for equality by
Gays and reminded her critics that the
1963 March on Washington was
organized by Bayard Rustin, an
openly Gay man.

NGLTF executive director
Matt Foreman, who spoke at the 2003
anniversary, called Coretta King a
model for equality. “Our community
has lost a dear and courageous friend,
someone who was there for us when
virtually no one else was,” Foreman
said on Tuesday. “From the beginning
Mrs. King understood that homopho-
bia is hate and that hate has no place
in the Beloved Community that she
and Dr. King envisioned for our nation
and our world.”

In March 2004, she told a
university audience that same-sex
marriage is a civil rights issue and
denounced a proposed amendment to
the Constitution ban it. “Gay and
Lesbian people have families, and
their families should have legal
protection, whether by marriage or
civil union,” she said in a speech at
The Richard Stockton College in
Pomona, New Jersey. “A constitu-
tional amendment banning same-sex
marriages is a form of Gay bashing
and it would do nothing at all to protect
traditional marriages.”

In her speech King also
criticized a group of black pastors in
her home state of Georgia for backing
a billto amend that state’s constitution
to block Gay and Lesbian couples
from marrying.

“Mrs. King was a symbol of
hope, of faith, of character and
strength,” said Ray Daniels, a spokes-
person for the National Black Justice
Coalition, the nation’s largest Black
LGBT rights organization. “Her
ceaseless struggles to achieve equal-
ity for all will surely be missed. We

Coretta Scott King

salute her determination and her
never ending struggle for equal rights
for all,” said Daniels.

“Once in a lifetime God grants
us with the ability to withess an
extraordinary life dedicated to justice.
With Coretta Scott King and Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., God smiled on us and
fortunately granted us two,” said
Human Rights Campaign President
Joe Solmonese in a statement.

“All of us who aspire to live
without prejudice or limits owe a very
large debt to Mrs. King,” C. Dixon
Osburn, executive director of
Servicemembers Legal Defense Net-
work said following the announcement
of her death.

“She was what Virginia Woolf
once called that rare combination of
‘granite and rainbow,” at once an
immovable legacy on which we all
stood and a luminous reminder of the
arc waiting just behind the rain. A
tireless advocate for equality, she
leaves us both her own work and the
work we must all yet do.”

Gay Democrats also remem-
bered King’s contributions. “Standing
behind a great movement was a grand
woman who shouldered the hopes of
our American dream,” said Eric Stern,
National Stonewall Democrats Ex-
ecutive Director.

‘Returning to Memphis five
days after the assassination of her
husband to demand justice for work-
ing families, Coretta Scott King
continued her advocacy for the
expansion of liberty embodied by their
partnership. Mrs. King argued that our
nation would not fulfill its promise
unless all Americans, including Gay,

Continued on Page Nine
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‘A Passionate
Affair’ Fun Raiser
Feb. 4

TUCSON - Desert Voices, Tucson’s
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender
and Straight chorus, will present their
annual Silent Auction fundraiser, “A
Passionate Affair”, just in time for
Valentine’s Day gift giving on Satur-
day, February 4, 6:30 p.m, at the
Historic Y, 300 E. University. Guests
will be treated to wine, champagne
and beer from an open bar along with
complimentary hors d’oeuvres and
sweets from local catering companies
Feast, Blue House, Bentley’s and
Delectables.

The chorus is raffling off an
ipod nano on the night of the event as
well. Tickets are available for $5 each,
or 5 tickets for $20 and can be
purchased by calling the Desert
Voices office (520) 791-9662, or
contacting any member of the chorus.
The winning ticket will be drawn at the
event, but winner need not be present
to win.

The auction tables will be
loaded with marvelous one of a kind
items including framed cartoons by
David Fitzsimmons, artwork by John
Casado and Marilyn Renshaw, tickets
to local theatre productions coupled
with restaurant gift certificates from
Hacienda del Sol, Terra Cotta, Elle,
and Blue Willow, cigar packages from
Crescent Tobacco, Phoenix and
Bisbee getaway trips, beautiful jew-
elry items, gay and lesbian DVD
packages and as always, an assort-
ment of freshly baked home-made
pies.

Tickets are $20 and can be
purchased in advance by calling the
Desert Voices office at (520)791-9662

orat Antigone Books, 411 N 4th Ave in
Tucson, or at the door if available.

More information is available on the
Desert Voices website at
desertvoices.org. Make your plans
now to get in the mood for love by
taking part in “A Passionate Affair,”
presented by Desert Voices. Tickets
are limited, so don’t delay!

‘Dearly Beloved’
February 10

TUCSON - Join Wingspan as they
prepare for the 2006 Rally for Love
and Justice and the two-year anniver-
sary of the San Francisco Marriages
by premiering Dearly Beloved, Friday,
Feb. 10, 7 - 8:30 p.m., at Wingspan,
425 E. 7™ St., a powerful, funny,
poignant, political, and engaging film
that covers the marriage events from
February to May 2004.

The film, created by the
California Freedom to Marry Coalition,

features local news angles of the
historical San Francisco marriages,
as well as hilarious clips from Jon
Stewart, Bill Maher, David Letterman,
and Conan O’ Brien.The film also
discusses comparisons of the LGBT
civil rights movement with the Black
civil rights movement of the 1960’s.

For more information, call
(520) 624-1779.

Rally For Love And
Justice Feb. 12

TUCSON - On Sunday, Feb. 12,2 - 4
p-m., two days before Valentine’s Day,
and the two year anniversary of the
historic San Francisco marriages,
Southern Arizonans will join thou-
sands of people in more than 20 cities
and towns across the country to Rally
for Love and Justice, at Tucson’s El
Presidio Park (by City Hall) at
Alameda and Church.

The purpose of this rally is to
express the community’s opposition to
the Protect Marriage Arizona amend-
ment to the Arizona State Constitution,
as well as to celebrate love, family,
and community in the spirit of
Valentine’s Day.

Come and enjoy a fun-filled
afternoon of activity and activism,
learn about how the so-called “protect
marriage” amendment will impact all
people and families that you know,
and what you can do to stop it as well
as celebrate Valentine’s Day with
friends, allies, family, and community.

There is free parking and for
more information, call Wingspan,
(520) 624-1779.

AHRF Lobby Day
Feb. 27

PHOENIX - The Arizona Human
Rights Fund (AHRF) is holding its
Lobby Day at the Arizona Legislature
on Monday, Feb. 27,9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

This annual event has be-
come the largest LGBT lobbying
activity, with LGBT people and
straight allies from around the state
converging on the State Capitol.
Organizers anticipate over 150 partici-
pants, who will be treated to this year’'s
special guest speaker Roey Thorpe,
Executive Director of Basic Rights
Oregon. “We cannot achieve equality
and opportunity without having real
political power and a strong legislative
presence,” said Barbara McCullough-
Jones, AHRF Executive Director. “It's
an honor to have Roey Thorpe in from
Oregon, and areal opportunity to learn
from the accomplishments and chal-
lenges of activists in other states. The
combination of our local political
information and training and Roey’s
keynote address will give folks a big

Continued Next Column

Dr. Daniel Gregory Wolther-Femmer
passed away suddenly Saturday,
January 21%t, 2006. He resided in
Valencia Spain, Laguna Beach CA,
Westport CA, Athens Greece and then
finally here in Tucson since 1993.

Daniel was a Chemist and a
Doctor of Agricultural Engineering.
After obtaining his PhD from the
University of Athens, he worked in
Greece as the Agricultural Commis-
sioner for the European Community.
He also had an art gallery for several
years in Laguna Beach, California as
well as a farm in Westport, California.

Our friend Daniel had excep-
tional culinary skills, was well read,
appreciated fine wine and food, spoke
several languages and loved to travel.

Daniel is preceded in death by
his parents, Melvin and Thelma
Femmer. He is survived by family in
California and Spain, numerous close
friends, especially Lefteris, a friend of
20 years, and his beloved -cat
Archontoula.

A service in his honor will be
celebrated on Friday, February 3rd,
3:00 p.m. at the Tucson Botanical
Gardens, at 2150 N Alvernon Way.
Donations on his behalf can be made
to Project Inform, in San Francisco
(205 13th street, suite 2001, San
Francisco, CA 94103).

Daniel was the life of every
party, and, inthat spirit, we will honor
him and his life with a heart-filled,
colorful celebration on February 3rd
(after service). Please call 886-4153
for location details if you would like to
attend. His friends will dearly miss his
humorous, unique, exuberant and
remarkable personality and his pas-
sion for life.

Miss Amy Martin
December 12, 1928-January 29, 2006

Memorial Services will be held
Monday, February 6 at 6:30 p.m. at
Water of Life Metropolitan Community
Church, 3269 N. Mountain Ave.
|

picture of our movement here and
around the country.”

AHRF has invited representa-
tives from other LGBT organizations
to speak at the event. “We have an
engaged and enthused audience at
Lobby Day who want to learn about a
range of LGBT issues, so we’ll have
speakers from the health care,
education, youth, and faith communi-
ties address the crowd,” said
McCullough-Jones.

The event is free, although
there is a minimal fee for lunch. A
RSVP is not required but is appreci-
ated so enough food can be ordered.
Please contact amyk@ahrf.org to
RSVP or for more information, call
(602) 650-0900.
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BEVERLY HILLS - Gay cowboy love,
a Gay author biopic and the often
humorous story of a transsexual
woman all captured Oscar nomina-
tions Tuesday, Jan. 31, reported
365Gay.com. “Brokeback Mountain”
led the Academy Awards field Tues-
day with eight nominations, among
them best picture and honors for actor
Heath Ledger and director Ang Lee.

“We didn’t make the film for
any kind of political movement, Ledger
told the Associated Press following
the nomination announcement. “ “We
never expected to change people’s
minds but if it does affect people’s
hearts, if perceptions can get altered,
that’s a good thing.”

“Capote,” the story of Gay
author Truman Capote while he was
writing his classic “In Cold Blood” was
also nominated for best picture along
with “Crash,” “Good Night, and Good
Luck,” “Munich.”

Capote” star Philip Seymour
Hoffman joined Ledger in a best actor
nomination, along with Terrence
Howard, “Hustle & Flow”; ; Joaquin
Phoenix, “Walk the Line”; David
Strathairn, “Good Night, and Good
Luck.” Hoffman has already won a
Golden Globe for best actor for
“Capote”

Felicity Huffman, who stars as
a pre-op transsexual in “Transamerica”
was nominated for best actress. Also
receiving nominations in the category
are Judi Dench, “Mrs. Henderson
Presents”; Keira Knightley, “Pride &
Prejudice”; Charlize Theron, “North
Country”; Reese Witherspoon, “Walk
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Eight Oscar Nominations For ‘Brokeback Mountain’

the Line.” Huffman won the Golden
Globe for best dramatic actress for
“Transamerica.”

Jake Gyllenhaal, who stars
with Ledger in “Brokeback Mountain”
got a nod in the supporting actor
category. Also named were George
Clooney, “Syriana”; Matt Dillon,
“Crash”; Paul Giamatti, “Cinderella
Man”; William Hurt, “A History of
Violence.”

Brokeback’s Michelle Will-
iams was nominated best supporting
actress. She joines Amy Adams,
“Junebug”; Catherine Keener,
“Capote”; Frances McDormand, “North
Country”; Rachel Weisz, “The Con-
stant Gardener.”

For best director it was Ang
Lee for “Brokeback Mountain” and
Bennett Miller for “Capote”. They're
competing against Paul Haggis,
“Crash”; George Clooney, “Good
Night, and Good Luck.”; Steven
Spielberg, “Munich.” Lee has already
picked up best director awards for
Brokeback at the Directors Guild and
the Golden Globes.

Brokeback, Capote and
Munich also received nominations for
best adapted screenplays. Nods went
to Larry McMurtry & Diana Ossana for
Brokeback, Dan Futterman for Capote,
and to Tony Kushner and Eric Roth,
“Munich.” Kushner is best remem-
bered for his award winning “Angeles
in America.” Brokeback also got
nominations for best original score.
The Oscars will be handed out March
5 awards in Hollywood.
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GLMA To Study Effects 0f Meth On LGBT Community

NEW YORK - The Gay and Lesbian
Medical Association has received a
$320,000 grant from Hythiam, a
healthcare services management com-
pany that specializes in substance
abuse, reported 365Gay.com.

The unrestricted grant will be
used by the GLMA to examine
methamphetamine use in the Gay
community and treatment options, and
to make recommendations about how
health care providers can get meth-
addicted patients into treatment. Crys-
tal methamphetamine is one of the
most common so-called party drugs
used by Gay men at raves and other
events and its use has been linked to
risky sex.

A 2003 study co-led by the
Chicago Department of Department of
Public Health and Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention discovered that
approximately 10% of Gay men
sampled had used methamphetamines
at least once in the previous year,

compared with 0.7% of the general US
population. In addition, of those Gay
men who reported using meth, 20%
admitted using at least once per week.

A joint study conducted from
2000 to 2001 by the University of
California San Francisco AIDS Health
Project, Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, and the San Francisco
Department of Public Health found that
those who used meth were three times
as likely to contract HIV compared to
those who abstained. Since 2003 the
health department has been warning
Gays that using the drug can lead to risky
SEex.

“The number of heterosexual
meth users far exceeds the number of
Gay meth users. However, this drug
clearly has a dangerous impact on a
more sizeable proportion of the Gay
community,” said Steven Lee, M.D., a
New York-based psychiatrist who
specializes in the treatment of meth-
amphetamine addiction in Gay men.
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‘The Naked Truth
About HIV’

TUCSON - Gay Men’s Health
Project is proud to announce its
newest campaign in the fight against
HIV. The multi-faceted approach,
entitted The Naked Truth About
HIV..will involve bold print media
pieces, virtual interaction via the
GMHP website, and a series of
Community Leadership workshops.

Print media for The Naked
Truth campaign centers around a
group photo of individuals, in the
buff, who are either infected with or
affected by HIV. Each individual in
the photo will also have a printed
card detailing his or her story around
being personally affected by HIV.
These will be placed throughout
Tucson at key locations frequented
by gay men. In addition, all
campaign materials will be acces-
sible online via the GMHP website at
www.gmhp.org.

The Community Leadership
workshops are short but intensive
group sessions for men 18 years of
age and older. The focus of these
workshops is to develop participants
skills to help friends and partners
change their behaviors around sub-
stance use, such as the ever-
increasing use of crystal meth, and
sexual behaviors that put them at
risk for HIV and other STD’s. In
addition to acquiring these valuable
skills, compensation ranges from
$60 to $180, depending on the level
of participation.

For details about where you
can see the campaign displayed, or if
you are interested in being part of the
Community Leadership series,
please call Gary at 520-628-7223 or
grhine@saaf.org to secure your
place for the next available date.
The next session of the Community
Leadership series will be held on
February 25th, from 10 am until 4:30
pm, and will be held at Wingspan.

Men’s Reading
Circle: Great Gay
Lib Club Feb. 7

TUCSON - The January meeting
was a rousing discussion of James
Baldwin’s Giovanni’'s Room. Please
join the Men’s Reading Circle, Feb.
7, from 7 - 9:00 p.m, and explore our
ideas about John Rechy’s “City of
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Night”.

With the Circle, your insights
are welcome but they ask that partici-
pants read the book before the meeting.
For more information, contact Brad by
E-mail at greatgaylit@hotmail.com, or
go online to reatgaylit.org.

Buy Your V-Day
Tucson Tickets
Today!

TUCSON - V-Day Tucson 2006 is proud
to present Eve Ensler's “The Vagina
Monologues,” Feb. 4, to raise money
and awareness about violence against
women and girls locally and worldwide.

Proceeds from the Tucson
performance, organized in collabora-
tion with the V-Day International
Campaign, will benefit the Wingspan
Anti-Violence Project and the Southern
Arizona Center Against Sexual Assault.
Tickets are now on sale! Tickets are
available now through Ticket Master
and at Fox Tucson Theatre box office.
Tickets will be available soon at other
local retailers.

This year's performance will
take place on Feb. 4, 7 p.m. at the
newly-renovated and restored Fox
Tucson Theatre in the First Magnus
Auditorium! This will be the first live
theatre performance in the Fox Tucson
Theatre in more than 31 years! V-Day
2006 is still sesking wvolunteers ard
comunity sponsors. To get involwved,
or for mwore information, visit
www . vdaytucson. org.

Let The Governor
Know What You
Think About LGBT
Health Needs

TUCSON - Wingspan is joining with
Arizona At Heart and 60 other house
parties across the state to provide
feedback to the Governor about her
plans to improve the health of all
Arizonans, Tuesday (Feb. 7), 5:30 - 7
p.m., 425 E. 7" St.

Participants  will listen to
Governor Napolitano through telecon-
ference, then collect our thoughts and
feedback to her and her staff. The
Governor has made a commitment to
respond to our feedback.

For more information, call
(520) 624-1779, or E-mail:
jkinney@wingspan.org.
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Mauresmo Wins First Grand Slam

Amelie Mauresmo

MELBOURNE - France’s Amelie
Mauresmo won her first Grand Slam
title Saturday (Jan. 28), dominating
Belgium’s Justine Henin-Hardenne
before she retired in the second set of
the Australian Open women’s final
because of stomach pain, reported the
Associated Press on 365Gay.com.
Mauresmo won the first set 6-1 and
was leading 2-0 in the second when
Henin-Hardenne walked to the netand
told the chair umpire she could not
continue. Itended a frustrating, seven-
year wait for Mauresmo, who lost the
1999 Australian Open final to
Switzerland’s Martina Hingis and had
not reached another Grand Slam
championship match since.

Mauresmo had the second-
longest wait for her first major title in
the Open era, taking 32 Grand Slam
tournaments to win a final. Czech
Jana Novotna won Wimbledon in
1998, her 45th major. “It's been such a
long time, and yet | still don’t know
what to say,” Mauresmo said. “All the
people that still believed in me, after
seven years - it's a long time. “Not only
myself, but people who're working
with me, believed me and pushed me,
even when | was down. Maybe we
found the way, maybe we’ll try to keep

going.”

Henin-Hardenne held for the
only time in the sixth game, when
Mauresmo sent a forehand just wide.
She lost the first set in 33 minutes on
consecutive forehand errors and got
only 29 per cent of her first serves in.
Mauresmo broke serve and then held
again to lead 2-0 in the second before
Henin-Hardenne called for the trainer.
She lost two more points before
retiring. “I was feeling so sick and |
couldn’t stay longer on the court,”
Henin-Hardenne said. “I'm feeling
very disappointed to end the tourna-
ment this way. “I'm sorry | couldn’t find
a little bit more. | want to say
congratulations to Amelie, she has
waited so long to get her first Grand
Slam title.”

It was the second consecutive
match and third in the tournament that
an opponent retired due to illness or
injury against Mauresmo. Michaella
Krajicek of the Netherlands retired
with heat stress in the third round and
second-seeded Belgian Kim Clijsters
retired after turning her ankle early in
the third set of their semifinal
Thursday (Jan. 26). Henin-Hardenne,
who has four Grand Slam singles titles
and was on a 13-match win streak at
Melbourne Park, burst into tears when
she reached a courtside chair after
quitting. Mauresmo spoke to her atthe
net, then walked back on court and
waved both arms to the crowd,
choking back tears of emotion. “l was
very in control, | didn’t let the emotions
end this time,” Mauresmo said. ‘I
thought this could be my day, this
could be the moment for me.”

Henin-Hardenne had been a
slow starter in the last two rounds,
dropping the first set against American
Lindsay Davenport in the quarter-
finals and Russian Maria Sharapova
in the semis before rallying. It looked
to be the same against Mauresmo as
the Belgian lost 19 of the first 24
points, committing a rash of mistakes.
Mauresmo broke for the second time,
setting up break point with a shot that
dribbled over the net, and Henin-
Hardenne couldn’t get back even
though she was standing right there.
Shouts of “Come on Justine!” came
from the crowd, but Mauresmo held to
make it 5-0, fending off the only break
point she faced. Henin-Hardenne
finally held in the next game to pull to
5-1, sparking a loud ovation and
suggestions that she might be pulling
herself together. But as the match
wore on, Mauresmo seemed to sense
that her opponent was off her game or
ill. She was increasingly content just
to keep the ball in play until Henin-
Hardenne made a mistake. There
were only nine combined winners in
the nine games and 31 unforced
errors, 20 by Henin-Hardenne. Her
shoulders repeatedly slumped after
missing shots that she normally would
have been smacking for winners.

Afterward, Mauresmo sat and
hung her head, seemingly stunned
and overwhelmed. She finally got up
and rose her arms in triumph as
French flags fluttered in the stands,
still looking less than triumphant as
Henin-Hardenne wept.

Marriage Amendment

Vote continued from Page One
voted the Marriage Protection Amend-
ment into the full committee by a vote
of 5-4, positioning the legislation for a
reemergence in time for this year’s
midterms.

As the Marriage Protection
Amendment makes its way back into
the public discourse, the HRC intends
to “fight it just like we did last time,”
according to Labonte, “with a broad-
based coalition and the American
people.”

Frist rejected the notion that
the amendment is politically moti-
vated during a June 2004 vote.
“That’'s the most common question:
‘Why do you bring up the marriage
amendment at this pointin time?’ And
‘These are for political reasons,
coming into the convention.” And the
answer is ‘Absolutely, no.” Frist cited
the attempts of “activist judges” to
redefine marriage, and the need “to
protect marriage for what it's been in
this country for hundreds of years.”

Noble said Gay rights groups
intend to fight back. He said a
progressive coalition will mobilize to
make calls and write letters, in
combination with “a press campaign
to make sure people know that this is
nothing more than an attempt to pull
wool over the voters’ eyes.” “Demo-
crats will hopefully see, like they did in
2004, that this is a trick by the GOP to
distract from the real issues,” he
added.

He expects Sens. Russ
Feingold (D-WI), Harry Reid (D-NV),
Richard Durbin (D-IL), and Ted
Kennedy (D-MA) will reiterate their
opposition to the legislation.
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Lesbian Baiting Coach Seeks
To Have Lawsuit Dismissed

PHILADELPHIA - Penn State
women’s basketball coach Rene
Portland, its athletic director and the
university on Friday (Jan. 27) asked a
federal judge to dismiss a lawsuit that
claims Portland violated a former
player’s state, federal, and constitu-
tional rights, reported 365Gay.com.

The three defendants said in
their motion that they would file
paperwork a later date detailing their
reasons for asking the dismissal. The
lawsuit was filed last month by former
Penn State basketball player Jenni-
fer Harris. Harris, a 6 foot guard
played on Penn State’s Lady Lions
basketball team from 2003 to 2005.
She alleges that Portland repeatedly
questioned her about her sexual
orientation, repeatedly threatened to
kick Harris off the team if she found
out Harris was a Lesbian, and
eventually told other players not to
associate with Harris because she
believed that Harris was Gay.

In 2005, Coach Portland

abruptly told Harris to find somewhere
else to play. Harris transferred to James
Madison University. Harris, who is not
Gay, is represented by the National
Center for Lesbian Rights. The suit
names Portland, Athletic Director Tim
Curley, and Penn State as defendants. It
alleges they violated federal and state
laws and constitutional protections pro-
hibiting discrimination based on race,
gender, and sexual orientation. In
addition to seeking damages, Harris asks
the court to order Penn State to conduct
mandatory non-discrimination training for
all athletic department employees, as
well as create new policies to help
student athletes report discrimination
without fear of retaliation. Harris already
has filed a complaint with the Pennsylva-
nia Human Relations Commission against
Portland and the university.

NCLR attorney Karen Doering
said that a response will be filed after they
see the reasons for the motion. “We still
feel very comfortable we have a strong
case, and it'll certainly survive this motion
to dismiss,” Doering said.

Paper Checks Offer Open Door
For Idetity Thieves

NEW YORK - By now most people
know paying your bills online is
efficient, saves postage, and ensures
speedy payment, gfn.com reported.
But security experts have added
another vital reason to consider
going electronic: paper checks are a
burgeoning route to identity theft for
anyone who gets hold of just one of
your checks or a deposit slip.

How bad is it? According to
the American Bankers Association,
criminals attempted to pass more
than $5.5 billion in fraudulent checks
in 2003, the last time comprehensive
data was available. Worse still,
paper-check transactions have none
of the federal protections that cover
electronic transactions like credit
card, debit and automatic payments.
Paper checks are at the mercy of the
issuing bank and laws that vary from
state to state.

“There’s no (federal) regula-
tion that covers lost or stolen
checks,” FDIC spokesman David
Barr recently said. “It's really on a
bank-by-bank basis.” How does it
work? Just on their face value, paper
checks offer a wealth of information
for a thief, which might include the
owner's home address, phone hum-
ber, driver's license number and, in
some cases, a social security
number. Once a thief gets hold of one
of these information-rich checks,
they have a leg up to begin using your
identity to open new accounts.

Once a thief gets hold of a
check and he can change the amount
or payee using commonly purchased
chemical agents that completely
erase pen markings but leave the
check perfectly intact. Stolen checks
are easily endorsed by a thief. Fraud
experts say thieves will often swipe
checks from the middle of a
checkbook, allowing the theft to go
undetected for weeks. As color
printers become better and cheaper,
even petty criminals can make
realistic copies of legitimate checks.
One of the most common forms of
check fraud uses the so-called
“paper-hanging” technique, writing
checks against a closed account.
Destroy all checks and deposit slips
from old accounts, advise security

experts.

If someone has stolen your
identity (and is opening new accounts
under your name), itcan become a simple
matter for them to either change the
address of your account, add their other
names to an existing account or simply
order new checks. Alternatively, thieves
can set up a new account, and then write
bad checks against the account, all the
while destroying your good name and
credit history.

What to do? Guard your
checkbook more closely. Many people
leave their checkbooks outin the open, or
carry them around, both recipes for theft.
Lock your checkbook and that box of
unused checks in a secure, locking file
cabinet, and shred all unused checks
from closed bank accounts. Never leave
your bill-paying mail out for the mailer
carrier to pick up; drop them at the post
office directly. Stop writing checks at the
grocery store, dry cleaners, etc. - every
time you do this, you’re handing over the
very information identity thieves love to
get their hands on. Use credit or debit
cards instead.

Check washing is a common
practice used by thieves, but it can be
thwarted by using gel pens which tend to
resist the chemicals used to erase pen
ink. Read your bank statements carefully.
Failing to detect and report check fraud
within a couple of months could leave you
on the hook for any losses. Finally, pay
your bills online. The fewer checks you
have floating around in the mail, the
better.
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Speak Out Now

With the deadline to file
legislation passing in the Arizona
Senate (Monday, Jan. 30), and
Arizona’s House date less than a week
to go as of press time (Monday, Feb.
6), a total of 1,429 proposals have
been introduced so far during this
session of the state Legislature.

More measures have been
filed, dealing with the ridiculous to the
sublime, getting assigned to commit-
tees and heard, seeing the proverbial
legislative “light of day” while bills of
note and concern to the Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Transgender (LGBT) and
HIV/AIDS communities as well as
other important proposals, are facing
an uphill to impossible legislative
battle.

As previously reported, bills in
both chambers dealing with LGBT and
HIV/AIDS had been introduced for
consideration. Since the last update,
Arizona’s Representatives and Sena-
tors have submitted more proposals,
including:

HB 2726 - employment dis-
crimination; prohibition. Sponsored
and cosponsored by 19 state Senators
and Representatives (all Democrats),
the bill, also known as the Arizona
Employment Non-Discrimination Act,
would expand current state law,
(A.R.S. 41-1463) prohibiting discrimi-
nation in employment, adding gender,
gender identity or expression, sexual
orientation, as categories covered, to
the statute. On Monday, Jan. 30, HB
2726 was first read and assigned to
the House Judiciary Committee and
received its second reading Tuesday,
Jan. 31.

HB 2730 - schools; clubs
promoting sexual behavior. Spon-
sored by the now-former state Repre-
sentative David Burnell Smith, R-
Carefree, this proposal would prohibit
Gay/Straight alliance clubs in Arizona’s
public education system - universities
down to high schools. Smith was the
first legislator removed from office
(Thursday, Jan. 26) when he violated
Arizona’s “Clean Election’s Law.” HB
2730 has not been first read and Smith
may not be in office but since the
measure was introduced before the
legislative deadline and he was still in
office pending appeal, the issue
‘remains in play” and can still
assigned to a committee or be part of
another bill through parliamentary
procedure.

HB 2752 - state health plan.
This proposal, sponsored and co-
sponsored by eight state Senators and
Representatives (all Democrats),
would create a state-funded health
insurance benefit's program for all
Arizonans, including LGBT families
and their dependents as well. As of
press time, HB 2752 has not been first
read and assigned to a committee.

SB 1417 - family information
and youth protection. State Senator
Toni Hellon, R-Tucson is the sponsor
of this proposal for which one of the
provisions of SB 1417 would allow
medically accurate information on
HIV/AIDS be discussed in Arizona’s
public school system. Hellon’s bill
was first read Monday, Jan. 30 and
awaits its second reading, when it will
be assigned to a Senate committee.

These four bills of note join
the five other measures introduced
earlier in the session.

HB 2672 - sentencing; misde-
meanor offenses involving hate, ex-

panding Arizona’s hate crimes law to
cover misdemeanor offenses. On
Thursday, Jan. 26, HB 2672 was
assigned to the House Judiciary
Committee and second read, Monday,
Jan. 30.

HB 2422 - family leave
insurance, creating a state-funded
insurance benefit’s program for people
on family or medical leave, and
includes LGBT Arizonans and their
families as well.  Arizona House
Speaker Jim Weiers, R-Phoenix,
showed his opposition to the proposal
by assigning HB 2422 to two commit-
tees, the House Human Services
Committee as well as the House
Appropriations (B) Committee - a
maneuver to kill legislation.

HM (House Memorial) 2003 -
Gays in military; policy rescission, and
HCM (House Concurrent Memorial)
2005 - policy rescission Gays in the
military. Putting the Arizona Legisla-
ture on record in opposition to “Don’t
Ask, Don’t Tell.” Both measures were
assigned to the House Judiciary
Committee and have been second
read.

HM (not HCM as previously
reported) 2002 - opposing federal hate
crimes legislation. Sponsored by and
cosponsored by seven, radical right-
wing, homophobic Republican legisla-
tors, this measure would put the
Arizona House on record in opposition
to the proposed federal hate crimes bill
and asks “ . . . the Congress of the
United States take immediate action to
defeat current hate crimes legislation.”
HM 2002 was assigned as well to the
House Judiciary Committee and sec-
ond read.

Eight of these nine bills
(excluding HM 2002) face an uphill to
impossible battle to get through the
Arizona House of Representatives as
well as the Arizona Senate, since both
chambers are controlled by the
conservative Republican leadership
which doesn’t look favorably toward
Arizona’s LGBT and HIV/AIDS popu-
lace. The odds are tremendous but by
speaking out on these issues, as well
as the pending current legislation, the
cause will be advanced.

“It is important for each one of
the LGBT community to ‘come out’ to
our legislators,” said openly Lesbian
state Senator Paula Aboud, D-Tucson.
“Forone thing, they need to see thatwe
are active constituents who are also
vocal.” Aboud said politicians take
notice of constituents who respond on
the issues, as well as their responses
to bills being considered.

In an interview with this
reporter, Senator Aboud brought up
another important point about speak-
ing to elected officials, especially for
the LGBT and HIV/AIDS communities
in Arizona.

“We need to ‘humanize’ our
stories of discrimination or our experi-
ences with loved ones with HIV/AIDS.
These legislators who don’t support
LGBT rights probably have never met
one of our community or been spoken
to about our lives,” she said. “If they
don’t know us as ‘real’ people, it
becomes easier for them to discrimi-
nate against us.”

Soto take action on the above-
mentioned proposals, call your state
Senator and Representative, toll-free,
(800) 352-8404. If youwantto send E-
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mail or perhaps, don’t know who your
representatives are, go online to
egfed.org/ahrf/fhome.html, the Arizona
Human Rights Fund Advocacy Cen-
ter, for which you can send messages
on these measures in support and
opposition, as well as finding out who
represents you by just entering your
zip-code and pressing enter.
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6th and 6th

They’ve been talking about
having a downtown arts district in
Tucson since | got here in the 1970s.
There may finally be a nucleus of one
that will actually jell. There are two new
art galleries at 6th Avenue and 6th
Street that have both survived for two
years. A short walk down the block
from them is the justly famous Davis
Dominquez gallery that’s been around
forever. Maybe we’re approaching a
critical mass here.

What's getting me excited is
the idea, conveyed to me by the person
running one of the new galleries, that
the owner of their building intends to
rent exclusively to art galleries in the
future. | have no idea why a landlord
would want to do something like that,
but such a policy would add consider-
able weight to the critical mass in
question. Tucson art galleries tend to
have very short life spans, especially if
they deal in serious contemporary art.
Having a building dedicated to housing
galleries exclusively might provide a
spatial stability that no single gallery
could.

Okay, “spatial stability” doesn’t
exactly translate to “arts district” and
I’m not popping any champagne corks,
but who knows? Who knows what
could happen, for instance, if the City
of Tucson and/or the local media got
behind this? Our politicians love to talk
about arts districts, but, if | can believe
the folks behind the desks at the new
galleries, the City has so far provided
no tangible support to them whatso-
ever. The pols talk about building a
$300 million bridge to nowhere and a
similarly expensive tunnel to bury a
perfectly functioning chunk of highway.
My surmise, admittedly unsupported
by data of any sort, is that a lousy
couple hundred grand spent to subsi-
dize these new galleries and others
like them would likely have a greater
impact of Tucson’s cultural and
economic future than the bridge and
the tunnel put together.

The gallery folks also told me
that the local media have been
studiously ignoring them. Why am | not
surprised? There was a day when
galleries wouldn’t criticize the news
media because they had a small hope
that somehow someday there’d be
some arts reporting. That hope has
apparently died. The gallery people
said that they didn’t believe they’d ever
get newspaper coverage unless they
were buying newspaper ads. | think
they’re underestimating the numbness
and that they wouldn’'t get coverage
even if they were buying ads.

One of the new galleries,
Platform, is specializing in “new”
artists. Davis Dominquez specializes
in “established” artists. It's interesting
to have that contrast in such close
proximity. It got me thinking about how
to describe the difference between the
two groups. It's not something you an
easily point to, nothing as simple and
obvious as skill in draftsmanship. But
you can feel the greater maturity of the
Davis Dominquez artists. You sense
that these people have been thinking
about and working at their art for a long
time.

I’'m not at all dismissing the
new artists. It's always fun to see what
they’re up to and you never know when
one of them will produce an unex-
pected flash of originality. | often find
myself silently rooting for them.

The current Davis Dominguez
show, another brilliant one, is unusual
for them in that it includes some
depictions of sexual activity. A
painting titled “Oval Office Orgy” has
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about a dozen former presidents
having sex in that office with the folks
they’re widely alleged to have had sex
with.  There’s another painting in
which President Lincoln is having sex
with his male roommate of many
years. The style of both these sex
paintings is cartoonish; would the
exact same scene with a more
realistic rendering by more compel-
ling?

In a less puritanical society
than our own, these works would
probably seem pointless. People has
sex. What’s new? In this time and
place they’re good for a smile or, if you
don’t get out much, perhaps even a
raised eyebrow.

| was told that the building
with the new galleries and the exciting
intentions is going to have a vacancy
in June. As a public service, I'm
hereby encouraging potential gallery
owners to start thinking about what
kind of art you might want to
specialize in. Please don’t be a killjoy
by going pre-Columbian on us. Let’s
keep it all contemporary.

An “outsider” gallery might be
fun. “Outsider” art generally refers to
the work of artists without traditional
academic training. A gallery devoted
to outsiders wouldn’t represent a
particular school; it would be more of
a space for work that often has a hard
time finding one. The dizzying
possibilities abound.

[Thorn welcomes comments,
suggestions for future columns and
tips on local skulduggery that ought to
be exposed. Write to Box 85571,
Tucson, AZ 85754. E-mail:
Doid3@aol.com.]

Coretta Scott King

Continued from Page One

Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender
citizens, were afforded equal treat-
ment under the law.”

Coretta Scott met Martin
Luther King Jr. while she was
studying at Boston’s New England
Conservatory of Music. They were
married in June of 1953 and a year
later moved to Montgomery, Ala-
bama, to take on the leadership of
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church. When
Dr. King was assassinated she was a
young widow with four young children
to raise. The killing instantly thrust her
to the forefront of the civil rights
movement. She took up her husband’s
mantle of social justice crusader
speaking in forums across this
country and around the world.

Her death was announced by
former Atlanta mayor Andrew Young.
He said that she will be buried beside
her husband at the Martin Luther King
Center for NonViolent Social Change.
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New Canadian PM To Move
Quickly On G/L. Marriage Repeal

OTTAWA - Stephen Harper says he
wants to move quickly as leader of a
fractious new Parliament to reopen
the same-sex marriage debate, re-
ported the Canadian Press on
365Gay.com.

The makeup of the new
House of Commons suggests the
prime minister-designate knows
there’s a good chance such a motion
will be rejected. It would not be a total
loss, however. In fact, an honorable
defeat on equal marriage would
satisfy obligations to Harper's most
right-wing supporters while defusing
a politically explosive issue.

Winning a vote to wade back
through that political quagmire would
lead the Conservatives straightinto a
legal morass, most experts say. It
would also be a costly and perhaps
fruitless attempt to redefine marriage
as the sole domain of one man, one
woman _ a fight that would only shine
a spotlight on the party’s most
extreme social conservatives.

Still, Harper has promises to
keep to the most traditional members
of his team. He has said he’ll put a
free-vote motion before Parliament on
whether the heterosexual definition of
matrimony should be restored. ‘I
would prefer to do it sooner rather
than later, but not immediately,” he
told a news conference Thursday
(Jan. 26). The Conservatives would
then craft legislation to that effect
should the motion pass in a sharply
divided House of Commons.

There are 124 Tory MPs
compared to 103 Liberals, 51 Bloc
Quebecois, 29 New Democrats and
one Independent. Any vote could be
close. But at least one Conservative
insider who spoke on condition of
anonymity said social moderates in
the party would welcome the issue’s
demise. “There would be a quiet

hurrah.”

Suijit Choudhry, a law profes-
sor at University of Toronto, was one
of 134 academics who signed an open
letter challenging Harper’s position
that the traditional definition of mar-
riage can be restored. Parliament last
summer passed a law allowing Gay
weddings across Canada after two
years of intense debate. More than
3,000 same-sex couples had already
wed after courts in eight provinces and
the Yukon cleared the way. Moreover,
the highest provincial courts in
Quebec, B.C. and Ontario ruled that
an exclusively heterosexual definition
of marriage violates equality rights.
Harper has stressed that existing Gay
marriages will be allowed to stand.

But Choudhry and a long list
of other experts say new legislation
would be a recipe for confusion and
fresh legal action. “It could be a mess,”
he said in an interview. “| have to say,
| think it's a little bit reckless.” What
would happen, Choudhry asked, if
some provinces recognized a new law
reversing same-sex marriage but
others decided to await the outcome of
inevitable constitutional challenges?
He also pointed out that the Depart-
ment of Justice Act will oblige the new
Conservative attorney general to
assess all government bills for any
clash with the Charter of Rights and
Freedoms. Such inconsistencies are
to be reported to the House “at the first
convenient opportunity,” it says.

Martha Jackman, a constitu-
tional law professor at University of
Ottawa, says the best outcome would
be for a majority of MPs to “resound-
ingly reject” any bid to reverse Gay
marriage. “That would reflect an
understanding on their parts that
they’re obliged to comply with the
Constitution - and not just because
they’ve gone back and back to the
courts” and lost.

U.S. Sides With Iran, Egypt
On U.N. Gay Issue

UNITED NATIONS - A Gay rights
controversy has emerged at the
United Nations (UN), after the United
States sided with countries including
Iran and Zimbabwe on a vote about
Gay inclusion, reported the PlanetOut
Network. In a vote as to whether two
Gay rights groups should join the
UN’s Economic and Social Council,
the United States joined Iran, Zimba-
bwe, China, Cameroon and Egypt in
blocking the groups.

The International Lesbian
and Gay Association (ILGA) and the
Danish Association of Gays and
Lesbians (Landsforeningen for Bosser
og Lesbiske — LBL) applied to join the
group, which is open to civic groups
and allows more open debate on key
issues affecting the social develop-
ment of countries and human rights.
Both said their arguments were vital
to the debate of Gay issues, since
they would be able to represent a
minority at the U.N.

Despite receiving some sup-
port initially, the vote blocked the
groups joining. U.S. Gay rights
groups have been quick to slam the
decision.

“Apparently Iran, which Presi-
dent Bush has deemed part of the
‘Axis of Evil,” is a suitable partner
when it comes to discriminating
against Gay people,” said Matt
Foreman, executive director of the
National Gay and Lesbian Task

Force. “It is an absolute outrage that
the United States has chosen to align
itself with tyrants — all in a sickening
effort to smother the voices of lesbian,
Gay, bisexual and transgender people
around the world,” he added.

Human rights activists and
governments across the globe have
repeatedly slammed Zimbabwe and
its president Robert Mugabe for his
tyrannical control of the country, as
well as its stance on lesbian and Gay
people. Additionally, Egypt has been
at the center of international condem-
nation after a spate of stings that
focused on entrapping and arresting
Gay men.

In Iran, homosexuality is
punishable by death. Last year, two
teenage boys were hanged publicly
after they were accused of having sex
with each other, sparking protests
across the globe. The countries that
voted to dismiss the Gay application
were Cameroon, China, Cuba, Iran,
Pakistan, Russian Federation,
Senegal, Sudan, United States and
Zimbabwe, according to ILGA. Those
who backed the application were
Chile, France, Germany, Peru and
Romania.

“It is repugnant that the self-
proclaimed ‘leader of the free world’
will align itself with bigots and tyrants
atthe drop of a hatto advance the right
wing’s virulently anti-Gay agenda,”
Foreman said.
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LONDON - Britain’s opposition Liberal
Democrats were the focus of more
startling headlines Thursday (Jan 26),
as the front-runner in the race to
become party leader acknowledged
he has had Gay relationships. Simon
Hughes’s statement followed days
after a fellow leadership contender
quit over claims that he had had an
affair with a male prostitute, reported
the Associated Press on
Advocate.com.

The party was plunged into
crisis earlier this month when leader
Charles Kennedy resigned after ac-
knowledging a drinking problem. Now
the party, which enjoys increased
popularity due to its opposition to the
Irag war, is struggling to shift the
public debate from personalities to
policy. “I believe that people have a
right to a private life, providing that
their private life does notimpinge upon
their public responsibilities,” said
Hughes, 54, in a statement released to
the news media via Britain’s Press
Association. “l have always main-
tained that someone’s sexual orienta-
tion should not be a barrier to public
life in modern Britain. | strongly
believe that people should have a right
to personal privacy. Today, however, |
have accepted publicly that | have had
homosexual relationships in the past,
as well as heterosexual ones.”

Hughes, who is unmarried
and currently the party’s president, in
the past has denied Gay relations, and
it was unclear what prompted the
acknowledgment, first made in an
exclusive interview with The Sun
newspaper on Thursday. The news-
paper said Hughes believes his
statement will not affect his bid for the
party leadership. Thursday’s front-
page story in The Sun, under the bold
headline “I'm Gay Too,” is the latest in
a string of sensational developments
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Candidate For Liberal Democrats
Leadership Post Comes Out

Simon Hughes

in the left-of-center party. Kennedy,
46, who took the helm in 1999,
stepped down earlier this month after
acknowledging treatment for alcohol
abuse. Senior Liberal Democrats
hoped the resulting leadership contest
would prove an ideal platform to
highlight policies and raise the party’s
profile, just as David Cameron’s
election late last year as Conservative
leader fueled publicity for the main
opposition party.

But the impact on the Lib
Dems’ popularity was immediate, and
a Populus poll conducted days after
Kennedy'’s resignation saw its support
slip by three points to just 16%, its
lowest rating since 2001. Last week,
law-and-order spokesman Mark Oaten,
41, quit the leadership race only days
before the News of the World
newspaper alleged he had paid for sex
with a 23-year-old male prostitute. The
married father of two released a
statement to reporters apologizing for
“errors of judgment” and for the
embarrassment caused to family and
friends.

Design For Holocausst Memorial
To G/L Victims Approved

BERLIN - A jury has chosen a design
for a memorial in Berlin to Gays and
lesbians persecuted and killed under
the Nazis, a monument that will
complement the nearby memorial to
the 6 million Jews who died in the
Holocaust, the city government said
Thursday (Jan. 26), reported the
Associated Press on Advocate.com.
The design, by Danish-born Michael
Elmgreen and Norwegian native Ingar
Dragset, is shaped as a gray concrete
slab with a window, allowing visitors to
view a film projection inside.

A city government statement
said the intention is to build the
memorial “as soon as possible,”
although it gave no date. The
memorial, whose construction was
approved by the German parliamentin
December 2003, will stand on the
edge of the capital’s Tiergarten Park,
opposite the Memorial to the Mur-
dered Jews of Europe. Its design
echoes that of U.S. architect Peter
Eisenman’s memorial to the Nazis’
Jewish victims, a vast field of more
than 2,700 slabs that was inaugurated
last May. The new memorial’s design
was picked Wednesday from 17
proposed models, and the federal
government has pledged up to
$552,000 to fund construction.

Nazi Germany declared ho-
mosexuality an aberration that threat-
ened the German race and convicted
some 50,000 Gays as criminals. An
estimated 10,000 to 15,000 Gay men

were deported to concentration camps,
where few survived. Few Gays
convicted by the Nazis came forward
after World War |l because of the
continuing stigma and because the
law used against them remained on
the books in West Germany until
1969. The German parliament in 2002
issued a formal pardon for Gays
convicted under the Nazis. One
reason the pardon took so long was
because supporters linked it to a
blanket rehabilitation of 22,000
Wehrmacht deserters, a move many
conservatives opposed.
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Three Sentenced For Killing
Gwen Araujo

OAKLAND - Three California men
involved in the Kkilling of Transgender
teen Gwen Araujo were sentenced
Friday (Jan. 27), more than three years
after her death, which drew national
attention to the violence often directed
at Transgender people, reported
365Gay.com. Alameda County Supe-
rior Court Judge Harry Sheppard
sentenced Michael Magidson and Jose
Merel, both 25, to 15 years to life in
prison. Jason Cazares, 25, who pleaded
no contest last month to voluntary
manslaughter, was sentenced to six
years, the San Francisco Chronicle
reported.

In September 2005, Magidson
and Merel were both found guilty of
second-degree murder without a hate-
crime enhancement. At that time, the
jury deadlocked on Cazares’ fate. A
fourth defendant, Jaron Nabors, 22,
pleaded guilty to manslaughter in 2003
and agreed to testify against the others
in exchange for an 11-year prison
sentence.

During Friday’s hearing, Sylvia
Guerrero, Araujo’s mother, asked the
judge to give maximum sentences to the
convicted killers, saying her family has
received “a lifetime sentence of loss.”
The sentences bring to a close a case
that has infuriated many in the LGBT
community. “This is a day we have
long awaited,” said Cecelia Chung,
deputy director of the Transgender Law
Center. “While seeing anyone sen-
tenced to prison is no reason for
celebration, today marked further proof
that Transgender panic strategies do
not have traction with Bay Area juries.

Gwen Araujo

Despite their attempts to blame
Gwen for her own murder, these men
are being held accountable for their
horrific choices.”

The 17-year-old Araujo was
beaten and strangled Oct. 4, 2002, at
a party in Newark, Calif., after the
men — all friends — learned that she
was biologically male. Her body was
found in a shallow grave in the Sierra
Nevada foothills. Cazares was the
only one of the four men who did not
have prior sexual encounters with
Araujo, whom they knew as “Lida.”
The first murder trial of the three men
ended in a mistrial in 2004, the jury
having deadlocked after 10 days of
deliberation.

Betty Berzon Dead At 78

LOS ANGELES - Betty Berzon, the
revered Lesbian activist, psychothera-
pist, and author of several esteemed
books on maintaining Gay relation-
ships, challenging homophobia, and
preserving self-esteem, died on Tues-
day (Jan, 24). She was 78, reported
Advocate.com. Berzon died of cancer at
her home with Terry DeCrescenzo, her
partner of 33 years, by her side. She had
been battling cancer for 20 years and,
according to DeCrescenzo, was told in
1986 she had less than two years to live.

“‘Betty said, ‘Bring it on,”
DeCrescenzo told Advocate.com.
Berzon’s numerous works include the
best-selling Permanent Partners: Build-
ing Gay and Lesbian Relationships That
Last. Published in 1988, the book was
one of the first to advise Gay couples on
issues such as financial burdens, legal
difficulties, and having children. Berzon
served as editor of 1979’s Positively

Gay: New Approaches to Gay and
Lesbian Life, which has never gone
out of print and was expanded,
updated, and revised in 2001.

Other works include The
Intimacy Dance: A Guide to Long-
term Success in Gay and Lesbian
Relationships; Setting Them Straight:
You CAN Do Something About
Bigotry and Homophobia in Your
Life; and Queer Blues: The Lesbian
and Gay Guide to Overcoming
Depression. Berzon wrote of her
own dramatic struggle with self-
hatred in her Lambda Literary
Award-winning 2002 autobiography,
Surviving Madness: A Therapist's
Own Story, which chronicled her
journey from suicidal psychiatric
patient to self-assured Gay rights
advocate and successful author.

According to DeCrescenzo,

Berzon’s posthumous work includes
her first novel, titled Queer Babies.
DeCrescenzo, who described the book
as a futuristic story about a researcher
finding the biological key to sexual
orientation, said a publisher is already
attached to the project. Berzon’s
community activism extended to the
Los Angeles Gay and Lesbian Center,
where she served as the first woman
on the board of directors and was
instrumental in the center's design.
She founded Southern California
Women for Understanding, a nonprofit
Lesbian organization still in operation,
in 1976, and served on the board of
directors of the Whitman-Radclyffe
Foundation, a Gay and Lesbian drug
and alcohol recovery center in San
Francisco. She served on the board of
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directors of National Gay Rights
Advocates and was president of the
Gay Academic Union.

DeCrescenzo said Berzon’s
legacy will be her success in
combining her tireless advocacy work
with her groundbreaking accomplish-
ments as a therapist and writer. “Betty
had enormous sensitivity to people in
our community that were caregivers.
The most important thing she did was
to help people, from 1971, when she
came out as the first openly Gay
psychotherapist,” DeCrescenzo said.
“Betty always said, ‘You can’tgointo a
relationship without having reconciled
your own self-esteem issues and your
own embarrassment about being
Gay.”

200 Year Sentence In Gay Rape

TAMPA - A man has been sentenced
to 200 years in prison for drugging and
raping nine Gay men and is expected
to be indicted in the killings of two of
his victims, reported the Associate
Press reported on 365 Gay.com.
Steven Lorenzo, 46, showed little
emotion Friday (Jan. 27) as he was
sentenced. He was found guilty in
November of plying the men with the
drug GHB and then brutally sexually
assaulting them.

GHB, or Gamma hydroxy
butyrate, is commonly called the date
rape drug. It can be produced in clear
liquid, white powder, tablet, and
capsule forms. Colorless, odorless,
and tasteless, it can be slipped into
drinks and ingested without the victim
having any clue. It causes sedation,
often rendering the victim helpless. It
also produces amnesia, making it very
difficult to arrest and convict a
perpetrator.

Seven of Lorenzo’s victims
testified at the trial. All of them told
jurors that they met Lorenzo in bars -
six of them in Tampa - and had gone
home with him. When they woke up,
they testified, they were bound and in
pain from having been tortured and
raped.

A second man also implicated
inthe drug charges, Scott Schweickert,
has implicated Lorenzo in the un-
solved killings of two Tampa-area Gay
men. Schweickert, 39, of Chicago,
was arrested in May on charges of
being an accessory after the fact in a
drug-facilitated crime of violence.
Shortly after his arrest he told police in
a written statement that he could help
solve the mystery of who Kkilled
Michael Wachholtz and Jason
Galehouse. Schweickert alleged that
Lorenzo drugged, raped, dismem-
bered and disposed of the men’s
bodies with the help of Schweickert.
Schweickert told investigators that he

and Lorenzo picked up Galehouseina
Tampa Gay bar, took him Lorenzo’s
home where Galehouse was slipped a
drug hidden in a drink, and when he
was unable to resist, had sex with him.

He then told police that
Lorenzo held Galehouse in a “sleeper
hold” until he passed out. When
Lorenzo realized that Galehouse was
dead, they dismembered his body,
placed the parts in bags and drove
discarded the remains in various trash
bins throughout the Tampa area.
Schweickert alleges that the following
night he went with Lorenzo to the
same bar and picked up Wachholtz. At
Lorenzo’s home they drugged
Wachholtz but when he began to
struggle with Lorenzo, an ether-
soaked rag was held to Wachholtz’s
face until he passed out and then died.
Schweickert claims that he and
Lorenzo then wrapped the body in a
sheet and placed it in Wachholtz’s
Jeep sport utility vehicle. The Jeep
was discovered Jan. 6, 2004. While
Wachholtz and Galehouse were
named as victims in the rape case,
Lorenzo has yet to be charged with
their murders. Meanwhile, police in
Fort Lauderdale are continue to
investigate a possible connection
between Lorenzo and three unsolved
Gay murders in that city.
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Tabloid Outs Clay Aiken

NEW YORK - “American Idol” star Clay
Aiken has been outed by a man who
claims to have been Aiken’s lover,
reported 365Gay.com. The supermar-
ket tabloid National Enquirer is carry-
ing what it calls an exclusive interview
with the man. John Paulus, a 38-year
old former Army Ranger, tells the
Enquirer that met Aiken just before
Christmas on the internet.

“On Dec. 16, using the screen
name of ‘valleyprettyboy,” Clay sent
me his first instant message,” Paulus
claims in the magazine. Paulus say the
two arranged to meet at a North
Carolina hotel and that he spent the
night engaged in unprotected sex with
the singer. He also claims that in the
morning Aiken asked him to be his
secret boyfriend. “Clay told me that he
just came out of the closet to his
mother and a few close friends last
year... | hope he comes out of the
closet because he’'d be a great role
model for the Gay man,” Paulus is
quoted by the Enquirer as telling the
publication. The Enquirer claims that
Paulus saved text messages the two
exchanged and that he passed a lie-
detector test. The magazine also says
that Paulus saved a washcloth that
contains Aiken’s DNA.

The New York Daily News
reported Friday (Jan. 27) that it had

Clay Aiken

contacted Paulus a week ago and that
he “ swore he wasn’t going to sell out
singer Clay Aiken.” “They couldn’t
pay me enough to have my pics on the
supermarket stand,” he told The
News at the time. “l am not the type of
guy that would make life difficult for
anyone.” Aiken’s publicist so far has
declined to comment on the reports.
Rumors that Aiken might be Gay have
circulated since he first appeared on
“American Idol” but he has always
maintained he is straight.

Brownback: ‘Fruits’ Comment
Not Gay Joke

Republican Senator Sam Brownback

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Republican
senator Sam Brownback of Kansas, a
potential GOP presidential candidate,
said Monday, Jan. 30, he meant no
offense to Gay men when he used the
word “fruits” in a recent interview with
Rolling Stone magazine.

In a lengthy profile titled
“God’s Senator,” the magazine quotes
the Kansas Republican as criticizing
countries like Sweden that have
legalized same-sex marriage. “You'll
know them by their fruits,” Brownback
said, quoting a biblical passage from
Matthew 7:19. Rolling Stone writer Jeff
Sharlet said in the story, appearing in
the magazine’s current issue, that
Brownback appeared to be calling Gay
Swedes “fruits.”

After Gay and Lesbian advo-
cacy groups denounced the comments
last week, Brownback issued a
statement Monday saying his quote
‘was in no way referring to sexual
orientation.” “While this biblical pas-
sage was pertinent to our overall
conversation about faith and deeds, it
apparently led the writer to believe |
was making a joke,” said Brownback, a
frequent critic of same-sex marriage
who is pushing a constitutional amend-
ment to define marriage as a union
between a man and a woman.

“l was not and would never do

so with such a personal and sensitive
issue,” Brownback said.

His explanation was greeted
with skepticism by the Human Rights
Campaign. “It's nice to know that
Senator Brownback doesn’t resort to
name-calling from the 1970s, but,
unfortunately, his anti-Gay agenda
continues to speak for itself,” said
spokesman Brad Luna.

EDITOR:

Re: Baby Brokeback Ribs
with Jack Daniels Sauce

A few days ago a Gay couple
T know went to TGI Friday’s on Oracle
roed to celebrate their amiversary.

e of the guys told the
waitress about it when they went in
and not only were they given a
complimentary cheese cake, but the
staff gathered around and sang happy
amiversary to them when it was
served. The times they are a changin’!

Bill North (By E-mail)
Tucson
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Non Bar Calendar

Thursday, February 2

Tucson Prime Timers Breakfast - 9:00
am, Golden Corral, 1st Ave. &
Wetmore

Saturday, February 4

Men’s Social Network (open to men of
all ages; newcomers welcomed): 7:00
p.m. We invite you to join us for our
Annual Auction Pot Luck dinnerand to
getto know the nice guys of MSN. The
Auction is our major fundraiser for the
year and has allowed our dues to
remain at a more than reasonable
level since our inception. While
reservations are not necessary, please
call Robert at 400-1376 for location
and directions. If you would like to
donate your gently used objects in
support of MSN, please contact Jack
at home at 887-3736 or 745-8844 at
work. He will store and if needed, pick
up the articles from MSN members.

Monday, February 6

Tucson Prime Timers Lunch - 12:30
pm, Howl At The Moon, Prince Rd,
and Fairview

Saturday, February 11

Water of Life MCC presents “Gala
2006" - Silent Auction, Hors d’'Oeuvres,
Delicious Desserts, Live Entertain-
ment and Door Prizes. Doors open at
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Hatch Found Guilty Of Not Paying Taxes

6:30 p.m. Live entertainment begins
at7:15p.m. Convert by Desert Voices
featuring jazz artist Susan Artemis.
MCC is located at 3269 N. Mountain
Avenue.

Tickets are now on sale - $25.00. For
more information call 292-8151.

Monday, February 13
Tucson Prime Timers Lunch-1:00 pm,
Guadalajara Grill, 915 W. Prince Rd.

Saturday, February 18

Tucson Prime Timers Lunch/Business
Meeting - Noon, Hometown Buffet,
5101 N. Oracle Rd.

Monday, February 20

Tucson Prime Timers Lunch - 12:30
pm, The Wildcat House, 1800 N.
Stone Ave.

Friday, February 24

Tucson Prime Timers , Lunch - 1:00
pm, The Lotus Garden, Speedway &
Sonoita (NW corner)

Monday, February 27

Tucson Prime Timers Lunch - 12:30
pm, The Wildcat House, 1800 N.
Stone Ave.

PROVIDENCE - Richard Hatch, who
won $1 million in the first season of
television’s Survivor, was found guilty
Wednesday (Jan. 25) of failing to pay
taxes on his winnings, reported
Advocate.com. Hatch was handcuffed
and taken into custody after U.S.
district judge Ernest Torres said he
was a potential flight risk. He also was
convicted of evading taxes on $327,000
he earned as cohost of a Boston radio
show and $28,000 in rent on property
he owned. He was acquitted of seven
bank, mail, and wire fraud charges.

Hatch, 44, faces up to 13
years in prison and a fine of $600,000.
Sentencing was scheduled for April
28. Jurors deliberated for less than a
day after more than a week of
testimony. Besides the tax charges,
prosecutors accused Hatch of using
money donated to his charitable
foundation, Horizon Bound, an out-
doors program he planned to open for
troubled youth. He allegedly spent the
money on expenses that included tips
to alimousine driver, dry cleaning, and
tens of thousands of dollars on
improvements to a house he owned.

Near the end of the trial, an
explanation for Hatch’s failure to pay
taxes was raised by his lawyer—but
never mentioned in the jury’s pres-
ence. Hatch’s lawyer, Michael Minns,
said Hatch caught fellow Survivor
contestants cheating and struck a deal
with the show’s producers to pay his
taxes if he won. But Hatch was never
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Richard Hatch

asked about the allegation when he
testified. Instead, Minns told jurors
that Hatch, who lives in Newport, R.1.,
was the “world’s worst bookkeeper”
and said his client never meant to do
anything wrong. Hatch testified that he
thought producers were supposed to
pay his Survivor taxes, adding that the
donations he took from his charity
were far less than the money he had
already poured into it.

But Hatch’s shrewdness did
not serve him well in the legal world. A
year ago prosecutors offered him a
deal: plead guilty to two counts of tax
evasion, and they would recommend
less than the maximum 10-year
sentence. After initially agreeing,
Hatch walked away, retaining Minns
as his new lawyer and appearing on
NBC’s Today show to claim that CBS
was supposed to pay the taxes.
Prosecutors responded with a grand
jury, which indicted Hatch on 10
counts carrying a maximum of 73
years in prison and millions of dollars
in fines. During the trial, prosecutors
called witnesses, including Mark
Burnett, executive producer of Survi-
vor. Burnett testified that Hatch’s
Survivor contract stated he would
have to pay taxes on his prize. Minns
never asked him about the cheating
allegation, and Burnett and CBS
declined to comment about it.

Scientists Map 3D
Structure 0f HIV

LONDON - U.K. scientists report that
they’'ve mapped the 3-D structure of
HIV for the first time, giving scientists a
much better understanding of which
pieces of the virus are most vulnerable
to immune system attacks and
antiretroviral drugs, BBC News re-
ported on Advocate.com.

Reporting in the January 10
edition of the journal Structure, the
Oxford University genetic researchers
say they used computers to assemble
the 3-D image from more than 100
individual images of 70 separate virus
samples.

The images showed that
HIV’'s core is cone-shaped and
extends to the very edges of the viral
membrane. The membrane also has
several spikes along its surface that it
uses to attach itself to immune system
cells. The researchers hope their
findings will help scientists better
understand how HIV replicates and
enable them to craft new therapies to
prevent cellular infection and shut
down viral replications in cells already
containing the virus.
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If there is something that
tickles our taste buds as February
begins this week it is jolly lucky
Jupiter. It not only unleashes our
valentines love but also pushes us to
do more with our lives. More amour or
more than amour? Hey whatever turns
you on.

ARIES (MAR. 21 - APR. 20)

February will bring a combination of
heart throb and heart burn thanks to
randy Jupiter. Gay Rams may not
know when enough is enough or may
set their sights on an unattainable
goal. And why not go for it anyway?
You may just surprise yourself and
attain it. No matter what sexy course
you serve yourself, feast today on a
range of delicacies and diet tomorrow.

TAURUS (APR. 21 - MAY 21)
Queer Bulls can solidify or create
exciting relationships this February. If
you have found your valentine,
increase the love with a wilde getaway
to some romantic rendezvous. If you
are on the hoof, high tail it to the
nearest meet market and see who
bites. You have more than your usual
does of animal magnetism. Grrrr. Who
will be able to tame you?

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21)

Love will find you where you least
expect it this February. And where you
least expect it right now is on your job.
Keep a watchful eye on your cowork-
ers. There is a valentine waiting for
you in one of the cubicles or sitting on
the xerox machine or skulking by the
water cooler. Pink Twins can push
their pencils in new, exciting areas. At
least it will seem that way.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23)

Pink Crabs sure know how to have fun
this February. What a nice change of
pace! Jupiter helps you spread gaiety
and luck on any creative activity. Paint
your body with food, dance under the
full moon or plan on party hopping with
afew valentine bunnies. Celebrate the
month of love with touch of levity,
largess and lust. But not necessarily in
that order.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG. 23)

February will bring people to your
door thanks to sociable Jupiter. Proud
Lions should concentrate on making
their homes more comfortable and
inviting. How about an early spring
cleaning or remodeling? But be
warned - Any project is bound to
expand in scope and cost. Maybe you
can find a well endowed valentine to
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help you share the expense?

VIRGO (AUG. 24 - SEPT. 23)

You are very persuasive this
February thanks to expressive
Jupiter. Speak up loud and queer
and make your opinions known -
they will have great and global
impact. Queer Virgins are also
surprisingly good matchmakers
this month. Say what is in your
heart and watch all the valentines
gravitate into your orbit. Hmm |
always knew you were a yenta.

LIBRA (SEPT. 24 - OCT. 23)

No matter how dire your financial
situation may look, February can
bring some relief through a series
of lucky circumstances or a
careful calculated risk. Those
proud Libras without an invest-
ment portfolio may find that a
certain family member can help
them out or may stumble on a
forgotten lump sum or two hidden
around the house. As always, two
lumps are better than one.

SCORPIO (OCT. 24 - NOV. 22)
You are a blast of fresh air all
through February. And why not?
Proud Scorps have more than
their fair share of charisma and
use it to their advantage. (Some
things don’t change...) Sweep a
few valentines off their feet and
into your arms. But don’t just
wallow in your lusty earthly
passions. Sample a few of the
other deadly sins. Greed? Why
not! Sloth? Forgetaboutit!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 23 - DEC.
22)

Luck comes to you from unex-
pected sources. Or is it that you
instinctively know how to gain the
higher ground this February?
Intuition pays off, especially
against hidden enemies. But it is
not all angst. Gay Archers also
find a few hidden valentines who
are ready to make themselves
known. Go with the cosmic flow
and see where the rapids take
you. Maybe to Paris?

CAPRICORN (DEC. 23 - JAN.
20)

Join in the fun with compadres in
February. They are up to all sorts
of mischief and merriment and
carry you aloft on a raft of bon
homie. Whoo hoo! Jupiter also
delivers an array of potential
valentines among your platonic
valentinos. But they want to call

the shots. Don’t be a controlling sourpuss,
pink Cap. Know anything about real
estate? Give a little and gain a lot.

AQUARIUS (JAN. 21 -FEB. 19)
Evenifyou are alazy, delegating layabout,
February buffs and shines your corporate
star. Turn your attention into maximizing
your profile and use your current spate of
charisma to charm the pinstriped sharks.
Aqueerians seem to do no wrong
professionally. Not only do you get credit
for others’ efforts, your foulest errors get
lost in the static and forgotten. Life ain’t
fairl

PISCES (FEB. 20 - MAR. 20)

Guppies are off to seek adventure this
February and manage to discover exotic,
spicy loves in far reaching corners of the
world. Plan a vacation with a special
valentine or jet off on your own and see
who you can meet along the way. If time
and money are tight, loosen up by
venturing into new areas of your own
neighborhood. Or maybe you'll just decide
to order in?
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TUCSON RESOURCES - TUCSON RESOURCES - TUCSON RESOURCES

Ralph E. Geror Jr.

Accounting and Business Consulting
Phone (520) 325-2526 FAX (520) 319-9640

FSYCHOTHERAFPY FOR CHILDREN, FAMILILS & ADULTS

RICH MUSZYNSKI Ph.D.

HICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST

4440 N. Campbell At River Rd.
P.O. Box 65840 Phone: 906-7048
Tucson; AZ 85728 - Fax:  299-0712

520 615-6436 P.O. Box 13312
Tucson, AZ 85732
info@tucsonglbtchamber.org

www.tucsonglbtchamber.org

Speedway Veterinary Hospital, Inc

7 Kayla R. Boyer, DVM

Small Animal Veterinarian

(520) 321-4235
3736 E. Speedway Blvd.. Tucson, AZ 85716
www.speedwayvet.com

A. Michael Hutchins, Ph.D.

Counseling - Psychotherapy - Consulting

6812 North Oracle Rd. Suite 100
Tucson, Arizona 85704 520-797-2117

Jr a ! Hlkulaus OESSEr
EALTOR'

. "3‘ 5209185216

*’v mkg@ltmgealt}rnurh i
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TORTUGA RYJA

Men's Bed & Breakfast

2800 East River Road
Tucson, Arizona 85718

520.577.6822
B800.467.6822

redtrti®tortugaroja.com
www.tortugaroja.com
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CLASSIFIED ADS ARE 25¢ PER WORD, $5.00 MINIMUM
CLASSIFIED ADS WILL NOT BE TAKEN BY PHONE

LOOKING FOR SOMEONE TO
SHARE MY LIFE. G.W.M. Retired
motorcycle  cop. I'm a mentor.
Successful, Hardworking, Honest and
Good Locking. Write to: P.O. Box 885,
Tucson, AZ 85702 1126

END BACK PAIN. The back
solution, massage and body-
work. 15 years experience.
Tension Erasure - Stress Re-
ductiom - Relax for Health. Abe
294-4810 1127

SENSUOUS/EROTIC MEN’S FULL
BODY MASSAGE. Experienced
Therapist. Satisfaction guaranteed.,
Tucson’$ Be$t Deal. $45/hr. Eve-
nings/Weekends only. John 327-
3135 1119...

RELAX WITH A FULL BODY MAS-
SAGE FOR MEN in a private studio on
the West Side. Call Ralph,

883-7496. 1129

FULL BODY SWEDISH MASSAGE
FOR MEN. Best rates in Tucson!
Speedway & Swan area. IN and OUT
calls 7 days. 548-6314 1130

YOU'LL FINDIT

HERE.TM

mw

Tucson
520.202.0022

Phoenix
602.765.8888
480.385.5737
623.385.3244

Flagstaff
928.268.2020

Find Your
Local Number
1.800.777.8000

FREE TRIAL

CODE 8087

T™

interactive male

Text CHAT to 55455 $4.99/10min 18+

InteractiveMale.com

PROFESSIONAL THERAPEUTIC
MASSAGE GUARANTEE QUALITY.
Strong and masculine hands open
your heart. An exceptional experience
for 24 years. Call now.. Marc 881-4582
by appointment. 1124

ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS
Let me keep your clothes fitting
properly and in good repair. Experi-
enced -- Economical -- Prompt.
Merle Hudson, (520)888-7264 in
Tucson. 1130

CARD ADS IN THE
RESOURCE SECTION
OF THE OBSERVER
GET RESULTS

-
ENHANCE YOUR

WELL-BEING
Affordable - Relaxing -

Fun

XXX $45 SPECIAL XXX
Swedish - Deep Tissue
CALL TODAY

(520)-390-0330
|

A manwho
doesn't
advertise
is like one
who winks in
thedark:
he knows
he's doing it,
but nobody
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COLORS - Open llam - 1lpm Champagne
Brunch 11am - 2pm with choice of complimentary mimosa,
Bloody Mary or Screwdriver. Happy Hour 4-7pm $3 Skyy
Cocktails, $2.25 Domestics and half price appetizers. Full
menu served 2-10pm. Nightly dinner specials. Live music
from Bob Feldhaus during Brunch (11:30-2:30) & Dickie
Steede during dinner (6:30-9:30)

HOWL AT THE MOON —Open at 1 lam. Kitchen
open until 9pm. Watch the NFL here! $1.00 Jumbo Hot
Dogs, $2 Chili Dogs. $2 Smirnoff Sundays. Free Texas
Hold’Em Poker Tourneys at 4 and 7pm. Sign-up begins one
hour before playing time. No Cash - Play for Prizes and
Points. Great chance to learn the hottest game around

IBT’s -Troy’s Recovery Bar noon-4pm. 4-7:30
Karaoke on the patio. Benefit B-B-Q for the Pride Parade
5:30-7:30 and dance with DJ Mike Lopez 9pm to close.

VENTURE-N - Open 10am. Patio open 3pm.
$2.00 Bloody Marys or Screws til 3pm Patio Beer Bust 3-
7.Burger BBQ 5-7. Selection of burger meats to choose
from. $3 proceeds go to Pet Watch (helping HIV/AIDS
clients with their veterinary bills).

WOODY’S - Open 1lam. Brunch $5, 11:30 -
2:30. Patio open 1pm-close. Yard games on the grass. Beer
Bust 160z $1 2-7p. $2.50 Sirloin Burger or Chicken w/sides
5-9pm. Karaoke with Michael D. 9pm-close. Drag Bingo
every other Sunday 8-9

YARD DOG - Open 10am - 2am. Patio Bar opens
at Spm.

COLORS - Closed on Mondays.

HOWL AT THE MOON —-Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 - 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm
pitchers, $5 Ig pitchers. Kitchen open 4-9 pm with reduced
prices on appetizers - best deal in town! Free Texas Hold-
’Em Poker Tournaments at 6:00 pm and 9:00 pm. Sign-up
begins one hour before playing time. No Cash - Play for
Prizes and Points.

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, DJ
Craig Carter 10pm-2am $1.50 well vodka drinks, All drink
specials not available during special events.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio 6pm. Free pool
til 4pm. $2.75 Skyy & Beefeaters Martinis.

WOODY’S - Open 10am. w/Special Happy Hour
til 2pm $1.50 well or domestic longnecks. Regular Happy
Hour 2-8. Karaoke w/Michael D. 9-1

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am. 50¢ off any Top
Shelf Rum until 8pm. Beer Bust 4-8pm

COLORS - Open 4-11pm. Happy Hour 4-7 $2
Skyy cocktails, $3 Skyy Martinis, $2 Domestics and
half-price appetizers. 15Tuesday of month “Dinner &
Movie” sponsored by GMHP. All other Tuesdays
“Dinner and a Concert’shown on 52" projection system.
Full menus served until [0pm.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 - 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3
sm pitchers, $5 Ig pitchers. Tequila Tuesday: $2.00
well margaritas, 50¢ off call tequilas. Karaoke with
Debbie from 8 - midnight

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm,
Tropical Tuesdays $2.50 Tropical drinks and DJ Q
playing Retro Music 70’s, 80’s and 90’s 9pm-close.

VENTURE-N - Open 8am. Patio 6pm. Free
Pool til 4pm.

WOODY’S - Open 10am w/Special Happy
Hour til 2pm. Regular Happy Hour 2-8. 80s Nite 9-close.
$1 off to those wearing 80s concert t-shirt. (Excludes
draught & schnapps).

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am.50¢ off any
Tequila until 7pm Beer Bust 3-7pm.

COLORS - Open 4-11pm. Happy Hour 4-7pm, $3
Skyy cocktails, $2.25 Domestics and half-price appetizers
Full menu served 4-10pm. Nightly dinner specials.

HOWL AT THE MOON — Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 - 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm
pitchers, $5 lg pitchers. Free Pool all day. Draught Beer
Specials all day. Kitchen open 4-9pm. Women-only Texas
Hold-Em Poker at 6:30 p.m. Play for prizes and points.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm,
“Diva-Licious” show 9pm w/ Bunny Fu Fu& Friends. After
show dance with DJ Q til 2am,

VENTURE-N - Open 8am. Patio 6pm. Free Pool
til 4pm. $2.75 Cuervo Margaritas 4-8pm

WOODY'’S - Open 10am w/Special Happy Hour
til 2pm $1.50 well or domestic longnecks. Regular Happy
Hour 2-8. Underwear- fetish-leather nite $1 off for those
wearing underwear-fetish or leather. (Excludes draught &
schnapps) for all in leather or underwear.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Vodka until 8pm Beer Bust 4-8pm.
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COLORS - Open 4-11pm. Happy Hour 4-7pm,$3 Skyy
cocktails, $2.25 Domestics and half-price appetizers. Full menu
served 4-10pm. Nightly dinner specials.

HOWL AT THE MOON —Open at 3 pm. Happy Hour 3
- 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm pitchers, $5
lg pitchers. $2.00 Mexican Beers all day. Kitchen open 4-9pm.
Karaoke with Debbie from 8 to midnight.

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, Boyz Nite
Out with your Bartenders & GoGo Boys dancing in their undies
and DJ Mike Lopez spinning Top 40 & All request $1.75 Long
Islands and $1.50 Tequila shots 10pm-2am.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio open 6pm. Free Pool
til 4pm. Pool Tourney 7pm. $3 entry. Special prices for players.
Steak Nite (4th Thursday of each month). Bring your own or get
it here $6.00.

WOODY’S - Open 10am w/Special Happy Hour til
2pm $1.50 well or domestic longnecks. Regular Happy Hour 2-8.
Free Pool all day. NTN Game Nite w/prizes 9-close. $1 Pabst
Blue Ribbon. Patio bar open 8pm-close

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top Shelf
Bourbon til 8pm. Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar opens 5pm.

COLORS - Open 4pm-lam. Happy Hour 4-7pm, $3
Skyy cocktails, $2.25 Domestics and half-price appetizers . Full
menu served 4-11pm. Nightly Dinner Specials. 6:30-9:30pm.
“Hot Jazz, Cool Martinis” with Susan Artemis 10pm “Guys &
Dolls” hosted by Lucinda Holliday. Reservations suggested.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy Hour
3 -8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm pitchers, $5
lg pitchers. Line Dance Lessons 7:30 to 8:30 pm. DJ Pat plays
your favorite country dance songs 8:30 to midnight then a mix of
dance & country ‘til close. Kitchen open 4-9pm.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm,, Hot
Dance with DJ Mike Lopez 9pm-2am.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio open 6pm. Free Pool
til 4pm. DJ 9pm to close.

WOODY’S - Open 10am.w/Special Happy Hour til-
2pm $1.50 well or domestic longnecks. Regular Happy Hour 2-8.
Patio Bar open 8-close. Party w/DJ Jeff 9-close.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top Shelf
Gin until 8pm. Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar Opens 5pm

COLORS - Open 4pm-lam, Happy Hour 4-7pm, $3
Skyy cocktails, $2.25 Domestics and half-price appetizers Full
menu served 4-11pm. Nightly dinner specials. Singer, piano
player Marilyn Harris performs during dinner from 6:30 to 9:30
p-m. Reservations suggested.

HOWL AT THE MOON —Open at 11:00 am. Kitchen
open til 9pm. Happy Hour 1lam-8pm, $2 Well, domestic
longnecks & pints, $3 small pitchers, $5 large pitchers. $4.00
Cheeseburger & Fries all day. DJ Johnny D playing your favorite
dance & country 9pm to close. Kitchen re-opens 9pm - midnight
for late night munchies.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, 5-8pm
karaoke and Teryaki Kabobs on the patio. 8:30pm Show time w/
Ajia Simone or Janee Star. DJ Q spinning Club Music inside and
Mike Lopez spinning on the patio 10pm to close..

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio Bar open 3pm. Patio
Beer Bust 3-7pm. DJ 9 to close.

WOODY'’S - Open 10am. Regular Happy Hour 2-8. §5
Steak or Fish w/all the trimmings 5-9. Patio Bar open 5-close.
Live Jazz w/Arthur Migliazza on the patio 6-9. Party w/DJ Jeff 9-
close.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am. Beer Bust 4-8pm.
$1.25 glass, $2.25 pitcher. Patio Bar Opens Spm.

AVA AMPHITHEATER AT CASINO DEL SOL
COMING ATTRACTIONS: (Box office 838-
6700 - I-10 Exit Valencia West)

DESERT DIAMOND CASINO UPCOMING
ATTRACTIONS: (Box office 393-2799 - I-19 &
Pima Mine Road, Exit 80 - 7 mirmtes south of
Tucson)

WEEKLY OBSERVER

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2
COLORS - Riki Newell tonight and tomorrow
“Experience Sound Painting”.....

WOODY'’S - UofA Tailgate Party Watch the
UofA games in thenew Patio Theater with Big
Screen. 7:30 p.m.7:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5

COLORS - Big Screen Projection Superbowl
Party. Color TV Drawing. Must be present to
win.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Potluck Superbowl
Party starts at 3:00 p.m. Bring a dish to ‘Pass’.
Steelers and Seahawks shot specials during
the game.

IBT'S - Superbowl Sunday come watch the big
game extra viewing on the dance floor on the
big screen and on the patio with plasma TV.
Drink specials happy hour until 8 p.m. Free B-
B-Q5to 8 p.m. and then “Electro Clash” with DJ
Mike Lopez.

WOODY’S - Watch the Superbowl game in
Woody’;s new Patio Theater. Food, Fun and
drinnk specials.

YARD DOG - Enjoy the Superbowl Game sown
on the heated patio and at 7:00p.m. steaks
cooked to order by Rob & Pete. Tickets on sale
now.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9

VENTURE-N - Aquarian Party! 60s-70s Retro
Party. Get out your tie-dye shirts and platform
shoes. Give-aways and specials and more!

WOODY’S - UofA Tailgate Parties in the new
Patio Theater with big screen. 6:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10

WOODY'’S - February birthday? Celebrate
here tonight at 10 p.m. Balloons, Cake,
Champagne. Bud Products Jenga Party 9:30
p.m.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11
WOODY'’S The Red Party

YARD DOG - Dog of the Month Club

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14
YARD DOG - Celebrate Valentine’s Day at the
big Red Party. More later.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16
WOODY'’S - Tailgate Party in the new Patio
Theater with the Big Screen 7:30 p.m.

Ending the violence.

Wingspan launches the
Anti-Violence Project -

a community initiative

to assist leshian, gay,
bisexual and transgender
victims of discrimination,
domestic violence, sexual
assault and hate crimes.

PN

Southern Arizona’s Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual & Transgender
Community Center

www.wingspan.org
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HALLELUJAH RECOVERY DRUG & AL-
COHOL 12-STEP. Every Thursday 5:30-
6:30pm at Cornerstone Fellowship, 2902 N.
Geronimo. 622-4626.

SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE
CLINIC provided daily by the Pima County
Health Department. Gay friendly. Confiden-
tial. Treatment and Medication too! Any
questions? Call 624-8272

SOUTHERN ARIZONA AIDS FOUNDA-
TION (SAAF), 375 S. EUCLID. Office Hours
8am to 5pm, Monday through Friday. Direct
services and emotional support for persons
with and affected by HIV. Anonymous HIV
testing and support groups available.
Prevention education programs. 628-SAAF
(7223). World wide web: http://www.saaf.org.
VOLUNTEERS WELCOME.

LESBIAN SUPPORT GROUP. Involving
discussion, support and activities. De-
signed to support each other. Meets 1st &
3rd Tuesday of each month from 6:30 to
8pm. Alternate Saturdays the group meets
for social activities. For info call Dorian
Easty. 882-7723 Facilitator.

P.F.LA.G. - Parents and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays - is a support group
available to anyone who has a son,
daughter or friend who is Gay. Call 360-
3795 or write P.O. Box 36264, Tucson, AZ
85740-6264. All replies confidential.

GLBT-friendly AL-ANON group mets Satur-
days at 11am at Unitarian Universalist
Church, 4831 E. 22nd Street, Tucson

YOUNG AND GAY?

GLBT Youth 23 and under, meet every
Saturday in Tucson for sharing, support and
information. Meetings are held at 425 E. 7th
Street from 3 to 4:30 pm. You are not alone.
For more info call Wingspan, 624-1779.

The TUCSON Chapter of PRIME TIMERS
WORLDWIDE invites Gay or Bisexual men
and their admirers to join and share Prime
Timers fellowship. We welcome mature
men (and admirers) who wish to become
involved with planned and future Prime
Timers (TPT) activities. Meetings lun-
cheons and dinners are held monthly. For
dates, times and information call743-0810,
leave name and phone number.
Tucsonpt@primetimersww,org

TUCSON GAY INFORMATION AND RE-
FERRAL

For Information on human service organiza-
tions, health and mental health services,
financial and government assistance,
emergency services such as food and
shelter, education, etc. Call Information and
Referral 881-1794 - 8 am - 5 pm M-F.

AIDS HOTLINE - 326-AIDS. Hours M-F,
9:00 am to 10:00 pm. Information,
counseling, HIV-related services, Tucson.

GAY OR BI-SEXUAL MEN in relationships
with women. Need friends you can talk to?
Weekly support group meets Wednesdays
6:30 - 8:00 pm. Licensed psychologist
facilitator. Call 745-6977 in Tucson for more
information. Strictly confidential.

WINGSPAN - Tucson’s Gay, Lesbian &
Bisexual Community Center, 425 E. 7th St.,
offers support groups / info line / social
events / library / meeting space. Volunteer
Opportunities. Board meetings every 2nd
Thursday (open to all), 6:00 p.m. Informa-
tion 624-1779.

GREATER PHOENIX GAY & LESBIAN
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (GPGLCC)
P.O. BOX 2097, Phoenix, AZ 85001-2097.
E-mail: webmaster@gpglcc.org or call
(602)225-8444.

SOURCES UNLIMITED, a Lesbian & Gay
referral service. Business and individual
listings are free of charge. All information
available to anyone just simply by asking.
322-5655. Leave message.
TucsonSources@aol.com

GET NAKED with TNTucson MEN! We're a
social and recreational club. Have you ever
longed to camp, swim, hike or play with
others who enjoy the same, dropping all the
masks and pretensions? We;re for you!
TNTucsonMEN@nethere.com, P.O. Box
12176, Tucson 85792 or call 514-9894

INNER WISDOM - Try hypnotherapy for
pain relief, past life exploration and
addiction release. Also available: Spiritual
Counseling and Dream Interpretation. 579-
9020

BEARS OF THE OLD PUEBLO - a social
club for bears and bigger, more robust men
(and of course, those who prefer their
company). For more info, Call the Bears
Hotline (520)790-5775 or write P.O. Box
43910, Tucson, AZ 85733-3910 of visit our
website at www.botop.com All are welcome
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to our general meetings/potlucks on the 2nd
Friday of every month, at 3202 E. 1% St. (the
“Ward 6" Office Bldg.) Just south of
Speedway & East of Country Club. PotLuck
Dinner begins at 6:30 and the monthly
meeting follows at 7:15 p.m.

LESBIAN AND GAY AL-ANON - Affected by
someone’s drinking? Meeting every Tues-
day 8:45 to 9:45 p.m. at Lambda Center,
2940 E. Thomas, Phoenix. Ellie 581-8850
or Ronn 968-2384.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE GROUP - Outreach
to Gay and Lesbian people in Arizona.
Meets monthly. Write to P.O. Box 893,
Phoenix, AZ 85001 or call Eddy Walters,
(602)371-1102

CRONIES SOCIAL GROUP. A Social group
for Gay men who enjoy the fellowship of
their peers. Call Leo at 624-6768.

T-SQUARES Lesbian and Gay square
dance club meets every Tuesday from 6:30-
9:00 p.m. at Cornerstone Fellowship Social
Hall, 2902 N. Geronimo (near 1st Ave. and
Laguna). Open to All. Call Liz at 325-9466 or
Ray at 749-5247.

LIGHTNING LIGHTING will provide lighting
for AIDS and related benefits at no charge.
For more info call Adrienne at 889-7298.

COME EXPLORE YOUR SPIRITUALITY!
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal Church
offers a variety of Gay and Lesbian groups
and services for the spiritually minded.
Come meet the Family! For more informa-
tion call Debbie 579-9827 or David 323-
7943.

LESBIAN/GAY WRITERS: Workshop at
7:00 p.m. third Wednesday of every month.
Read and critique current projects. Network
and support. For info call 325-4737.

DESERT VOICES, Tucson’s Gay, Lesbian,
Bisexual, Transgender and Straight Cho-
rus, has been singing songs of pride, hope
and laughter for 16 seasons. Check out our
website at www.desertvoices.org, or call
(520)791-9662 for information about up-
coming concerts or how to join.

Join the LESBIAN & GAY PUBLIC
AWARENESS PROJECT. In Tucson write
Awareness Project, 3661 N. Campbell Ave.
#365, Tucson, AZ 85719.

AA Meeting with HIV/AIDS focus, Wednes-
days, 7:30 p.m., Wingspan Annex, 425 E.
7th St. All alcoholics welcome.

MEN'’S SOCIAL NETWORK: Social organi-
zation for men of all ages. Building an
extended Gay family in Tucson. Monthly
social potluck gatherings the first Saturday
of each month and almost weekly social
activities. Call 690-9565 for information and
a newsletter. Check the Non-Bar Calendar
in the Observer.

CARE TEAMS ARE AVAILABLE to offer
support to people living with HIV/AIDS. The
Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS Network offers
trained, compassionate and committed
volunteers to provide services including
friendly visits, light housekeeping, assis-
tance with meals, shopping, errands,
transportation and companionship for
medical appointments, and respite care for
primary care givers. No judgement or
proselytizing - we are here to be of service.
For information call Scott at 299-6647.

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT SPORTS
TEAMS and updates on Gay Games 2002,
contract TEAM ARIZONA at their website:
teamarizona.org

ARE YOU GAY OR BISEXUAL AND
UNDER 21 YEARS OF AGE? The Gay
Young Men’s Project is now looking for
volunteers for the project. We need people
who want to help create a positive social
change for young Gay men as well as
reduce the risk for HIV infection. For more
information please call 628-7223.

THE MEN’S MASSAGE GROUP meets the
3rd Sunday of each month. It is a good way
to meet other men of all ages, safely, and
with the art of nurturing touch. There is a fee.
You must sign up in advance to participate.
Call Marc at 881-4582 for more information
or sign up.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE GLBT,
Tucson’'s Gay and Lesbian business
networking group holds regular meetings
the third Thursday of every month. Call 615-
6436 for more info.
www.tucsonglbtchamber.org

TUCSON PRIDE, INC. (Formerly Tucson
Lesbian and Gay Alliance - TLGA) meets on
the second Tuesday at 845 S. Craycroft
Road at 6pm. Tucson Pride events: Pride
Week, Gay West and OUToberFEST.
Inquiries about support groups and indi-

vidual needs should be directed to
Wingspan and other local agencies listed
here. For more information call 622-3200 or
visit the TPI website at
www.tucsonpride.com

LEARN TO BE A LISTENING FRIEND
Unique Hospital Volunteer Program teaches
listening skills to Volunteers who provide a
safe/compassionate environment to at-risk
patients. Training every 6 weeks. 694-
7063.

TUCSON INTERFAITH HIV/AIDS NET-
WORK (TIHAN), a coalition of faith
communities committed to a compassion-
ate response to HIV/AIDS, provides HIV
education in congregational settings, volun-
teer CareTeams to support HIV+ persons, a
referral network of HIV-sensitive clergy, and
interfaith services of healing and hope. For
more information call 299-6647.

ANONYMOUS HIV COUNSELING AND
TESTING is available through the Pima
County Health Department at sites through-
out Tucson, Very Gay Friendly. For more
information or to make an appointment call
791-7676.

GRACE GROUP - CATHOLIC GAY/
LESBIAN SUPPORT GROUP meets every
2nd and 4th Monday at 7:30 p.m. in the
Madonna Hall at Saints Peter and Paul
Catholic Church, 1436 N. Campbell across
from University Hospital. For more info. Call
Anabeli at 325-0892

SMART (Self Management And Recovery
Training) a free non-12-step self-help
alternative for people working to overcome
addictive and other emotional problems
meets in Tucson Monday thru Thursdays at
different locations. For more information
about SMART, contact Jennifer at 838-
3975.

AZdykes is a new email list for Lesbians
living in Arizona. For information mail
tyan@theriver.com and request guidelines.

OUTLOUD! Tucson’s premiere Local Les-
bian and Gay Radio Show, broadcast every
Sunday from 7-8 pm on 91.3 FM,
Community Radio KXCI.

THEATER / DINNER / MOVIES / ETC!
Nonsmoking Lesbian Network meets every
month. If you'd like to meet women 50+
(flexible) and socialize in a smoke-free
environment, please call or email: 888-8010
til 9pm, or joycesmth1@aol.com. The group
dines OUT! and attends shows, movies,
comedy events, etc. Now in our 23rd year,
7th in Tucson.

SOUTHERN ARIZONA GENDER ALLI-
ANCE (SAGA). The Southwest’s largest
transgender and gender-diversity advo-
cacy organization. Speakers and panelists
available. General meetings monthly on
the 15t Mondays at 7pm; Dezert Girlz (MTF
Support) meets 2" Mondays at 7pm; Dezert
Boyz (FTM Support) meets 3 Tuesdays at
7pm. Also serving partners, youth, intersex,
service providers and allies. Call (520)624-
1779 x26 for more info.

EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT GROUP FOR
ALTERNATIVE LIFESTYLES. Not a dating
club. Discreet. Meetings every Monday
evening. Call for more info. APEX (Arizona
Power Exchange) 602-415-1123. 24-hr
multi-choice message including informa-
tion, calendar and location.

ARIZONA AIDS POLICY ALLIANCE
(AZAPA) seeks to educate legislators and
citizens about sound AIDS policy. For more
information write AZAPA, 6523 N. 14th St.,
#112, Phoenix, AZ 85014 or call 602-279-
4805.

DESERT DOMINION, whose focus is
providing information and education for
people interested in the BDSM lifestyle,
meets monthly for group discussion and
social events. Visit our web site http:/
www.desertdominion.org or call (520)792-
6424

SEXUAL ASSAULT SURVIVORS. Starting
this February, the Tucson Rape crisis
Center will be providing free confidential
group services for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
and Transgender survivors of all manner of
sexual assault. Interested persons please
call Mirto Stone, MSW, at 327-1171 (if
unavailable leave message with phone
number.

AAPSP - ARIZONA ASSOCIATION OF
PUBLIC SAFETY PROFESSIONALS: a
confidential organization committed to
providing support and networking for all
Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual public safety
professionals in Arizona. Membership open
to Law Enforcement Officers, Firefighters,
Probation, Parole and Corrections Officers
and civilians working within these agencies.
Website: AAPSP.org or e-mail:
AAPSP@aol.com or call Dave (520)745-
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do it now. Focus on what is most

9059 (Tucson) or Kim
(Phoenix)

TUCSON CATHOLIC GAY & LESBIAN
FAMILY MINISTRY. Currently meeting the
4th Monday of every month at SS Peter &
Paul Church, Madonna Hall 7:30 p.m. to
9:00 p.m. Fr. Fiedler in attendance every
meeting and willing to speak one on one.
Reaching out to Parents and Families. For
more info call Doc or Barbara 293-6624.

(602)534-6219

SAA (Sex Addicts Anonymous) has 5
meetings a week in Tucson. People who
wish to stop their compulsive sexual
behavior, please call (520) 745-0775 for
current information.

TUCSON GREATER SOFTBALL ASSO-
CIATION. Interested? Call Kelly Quinn,
(520)906-0669 and or Mona Garcia 256-
8728.

LUTHERANS CONCERNED - Tucson
chapter for Gay/Lesbian Lutherans meets
3rd Sunday, 6:30 p.m. each month at Santa
Cruz Lutheran Church, 6809 S. Cardinal
Ave. For information visit www.lctucson.org
write: LC, 7014 E. Golf Links Road, PMB
212, Tucson, AZ 85730.

REVEILLE GAY MENS CHORUS re-
hearses Tuesdays 7-10pm at MCC Church,
3269 N. Mountain. Have any history/
experience singing? Join us!! Call 617-3100
for more info.

“OUT ON THE TRAILS - EQUESTRIAN FUN!”
Rider Club forming. Looking for women and
men to ride together on the trails of Southern
Arizona. Must have own horse, truck and
trailer. For more info write: “Out On The
Trails” P.O. Box 44045, Tucson, AZ 85733-
4045

LIKE TO READ?
The Guys’ Book Club (TGBC) invites new
members to join us. The group meets once a
month, on the 3rd Monday, at 6:30 p.m.
Reading selections include Gay-themed
novels, bios and other nonfiction. For
location or more info, email Bryan at
Bryansct@aol.com

THE MAN TO MAN Social/erotic education
club is the tantric men’s group that offers
passionate friendships, fun activities and
real Tantric sex education. Marc 881-4582

LGBT BUDDHIST MEDITATION GROUP.
Join us for two 20 minute silent sitting
meditations, and reading from Buddhist
spiritual text and discussion. Bring a friend
and a pillow or cushion. Takes place every
Sunday from 10:00 - 11:30am at Wingspan,
425 E. 7th St.. Contact Maurice Grossman
for more info. 323-2293.

LGBT SUPPORT GROUP FOR VICTIM/
SURVIVORS OF Domestic Violence, Sexual
Assault, Hate Crimes, Bias Acts, Harass-
ment. Call Lori at Wingspan, 624-1779, ext.
20. Services are free.

NEW TUCSON SOBRIETY SUPPORT
GROUP. Secular Organizations for Sobri-
ety - Sundays 8:00 - 9:30 p.m. at 739 N. 4"
Avenue. Contacts Rick R. 520-792-2604 or
Gary S. 520-323-1969. More information at
www.secularhumanism.org/sos/ This group
is an alternative to 12-step programs.

MEN’S KINK DISCUSSION GROUP (Open
to all who identify as male and are 18 or
older) meets 2™ Tuesday of the month, 7:00
p.m. at Desert Dominion, 3843 E. 37" Street,
Tucson, (Map available at
www.desertdominion,org) For those who
are kinky or just curious. No fee,
contributions are appreciated, but not
required.

SUN WORSHIPERS OF TUCSON (SWOT)
is a local men’s nudist organization for men
of all ages. Events feature swimming, hot
tubbing and socializing in a relaxed, private
setting

MAN TO MAN INTENTIONAL COMMU-
NITY FORMING for anyone wanting quality
friendships, better health and more passion
in their lives. This group has far-reaching
benefits for those who want to explore their
own spirituality, sexuality and purpose in life.
Contact Marc Haberman, Holistic Health
Practitioner at 881-4582.
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244 G/L Medical Specialists

SANTA BARBARA - A recent analysis
of U.S. military discharges under the
“‘don’t ask, don’t tell” policy reveals
that 244 medical specialists were fired
for being Gay or Lesbian during the
first 10 years of the ban, Advocate.com
reported.

The California-based research
group that released the data Wednes-
day said the volume of discharges is
another example of how the military’s
Gay ban “hampers military readi-
ness.” “The consequences of short-
falls in medical specialists during
wartime are serious,” said Aaron
Belkin, director of the Center for the
Study of Sexual Minorities in the
Military. “When the military lacks the
medical personnel it needs on the
front lines, it compromises the well-
being not only of its injured troops, but
of the overextended specialists who
have to work longer tours to replace
those who have been discharged.”

The 244 medical personnel
discharges represent approximately
2.4 percent of the more than 10,000
Gay and Lesbian firings from 1994,
when “don’t ask, don’t tell” was

instituted, through 2003. They include
physicians, nurses, biomedical labo-
ratory technicians and other highly
trained medical specialists — many of
whom were trained at taxpayer
expense.

“You don’t just go out on the
street tomorrow and pluck someone
from the general population who has
an Air Force education, someone
trained as a physician, someone who
bleeds Air Force blue, who is willing to
serve and that you can send to Iraq
tomorrow,” Beth Schissel, a Gay
former military health professional,
told the Associated Press. She
graduated from the Air Force Acad-
emy in 1989 and then went to medical
school.

Last year, the Government
Accountability Office said it cost the
Pentagon approximately $200 million
to replace and retrain the Gay and
Lesbian personnel discharged during
the first 10 years of “don’t ask, don’t
tell.” A bill now in the House,
sponsored by Rep. Marty Meehan, D-
Mass., with 107 co-sponsors, seeks to
repeal the military ban.

Prescott Pride

PRESCOTT - On Saturday, Feb. 4,7 -
10 p.m., at Coyote Joe’s, 214 S.
Montezuma St., the Sexuality &
Sexual Outlaws class at Prescott
College is ready to strut their stuff in
their annual drag show to benefit the
Prescott Pride Center. In years past,
this event has been a bundle of bawdy,
gender-bending fun. It's been such a
great success that the class has
decided to go public and advertise it to
the general community. We hope
everyone will support these college
students as they joyously explore the
concepts of gender identity and
gender expression.

There’s a $2 cover for the
show and it is restricted to adults 18
and over. If you’re under 21, you must
use the rear entrance so Coyote Joe's
can assure no minors have access to
alcoholic beverages. For more infor-
mation on the drag show or the
Sexuality & Sexual Outlaws class,

Center Update

please call (928) 350-2287. Dress in
drag orcome as you are, but be sure to
be there for this unforgettable event!

Singles, couples, guys, and
gals are all welcome at this Valentine’s
Day shindig, Feb. 11, 7 p.m. at Robert
and Eric’s Place, who will be hosting a
private cocktail party to benefit the
Pride Center. Light refreshments and
alcoholic beverages will be served
and you might even get a glimpse of
Cupid himself. All they ask of you is a
$5 suggested donation to support the
Prescott Pride Center. If you spend an
extra buck or two on a raffle ticket, you
might even walk away with a Valentine
portrait package valued at $150 (see
Professional Portrait below). So get
gussied up and get to Robert and
Eric’s for some Valentine’s Day fun!
Go to prescottpridecenter.com for
directions. If you need more info or
clarification on directions, call (928)
776-8526 or (928) 830-4683.

Arrest ITn Mesdaco
Gay Seerial Killi

MEXICO CITY - A 29 year old man has
been charged in the killings of at least
four Gay men, reported 365Gay.com.

At a news conference Thurs-
day (Jan. 26) Raul Osiel Marroquin
showed no emotion as he described
how he lured the men from Gay bars
and then killed them. “I snuffed out four
homosexuals that in some way were
affecting society,” the good-looking
former soldier told reporters. Marroquin
denied being homophobic, but he said
he would kill again, if he had the
chance. But he said he would “refine
his methods” next time.

While Gays and lesbians
have experienced a slow-growing
acceptance within Mexican society
there are still frequent reports of
attacks against Gays and transsexu-
als. There have been a number of
unsolved Gay killings in the capital but
this is the first time any of the murders
have been linked.

Police said that Marroquin
would use his good looks and charm to
lure his victims from the city’s Gay
bars. He then tortured his victims
before hanging them. In one case he

carved a star into the forehead of one
man. Police also have charged
Marroquin with kidnapping and extor-
tion in two other cases. They said that
he kidnapped two Gay men and held
them for ransom. The two were
released after Marroquin was given
about $12,000 for their freedom.
Police said Marroquin is not under
investigation for the Kkiling of a
prominent Gay activist last summer.

Octavio Acuna was found
June 21 bleeding to death from
multiple stab wounds in the condom
shop he ran in Queretaro in central
Mexico. The shop served as a center
for young people to get information on
sexual rights and HIV/AIDS issues.

WEEKLY OBSERVER

Report: 2004 G/L Marriage
Fight Cost $13M

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The 2004
election campaigns that ultimately
banned same-sex marriages in 13
states were funded by a mix of national
groups, churches and individuals, with
ban supporters narrowly outraising
opponents and total contributions
breaking $13 million, according to a
new analysis of state-level fundraising,
reported the PlanetOut Network.

Supporters of the state consti-
tutional amendments raised $6.8 mil-
lion for ballot committees; opponents
raised $6.5 million, according to the
study by The Institute on Money in
State Politics, a nonpartisan research
organization in Helena, Mont. The
single largest block of givers were
advocates of Gay and Lesbian rights,
donating more than $3 million.

Conservative organizations af-
filiated with a network called the
Arlington Group gave nearly $2 million,
the report found. Churches also
invested heavily, contributing $1.9
million, overwhelmingly in favor of bans
on same-sex marriage.

Despite the nearly even split of
the $13.3 million raised by ballot
committees, the amendments passed
overwhelmingly, sometimes by as
much as a 3-to-1 ratio. The closest
vote, in Oregon, passed with 57 percent
infavor of a ban and 43 percent against.

The two sides together spent
more than $2 million in each of several
battleground states, including Michi-
gan, Oregon and Ohio. But much less
went into campaigns elsewhere, with

under $100,000 spent in a half-dozen
states, and less than $10,000 total in
Mississippi and North Dakota.

The fight over Gay marriages
isn’t over. Texas voters in November
approved a constitutional ban on
same-sex marriage, though Maine
voters rejected a conservative push
to repeal a new law that outlawed
discrimination based on sexual ori-
entation. Efforts have begun to put
same-sex bans before voters in at
least seven more states, according to
the report. “There was a coordinated
effort to bring this issue to the ballotin
a number of states,” said research
director Sue O’Connell.

Conservative groups affili-
ated with the Arlington Group in-
cluded Focus on the Family and the
Family Research Council, whose
leaders had been outspoken against
Gay and Lesbian marriages after
Massachusetts’ high court found that
the state constitution allowed same-
sex marriages. Among the big-
spending advocates of Gay and
Lesbian rights were the Human

Rights Campaign and the National
Gay & Lesbian Task Force. Inall, 19
states have passed constitutional
amendments outlawing same-sex
marriage. Only one state — Connecti-
cut — has enacted a law legalizing
civil unions without a court order.




