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Cathy Busha of Wingspan Opened the
Civil Rights Rally.
' AP

Ron Bogard, representing the City of
Tucson GLBT Commission.

State Representative Ted Downing (1) and Tucson City Council Member Steve Leal
(r) both spoke positively about human rights for everyone at the rally. See story.

_ &
- -

FEBRUARY 16, 2005

ISSUE 1074

Rights Rally For Fairness

By Mark R. Kerr

TUCSON (ON) - More than 500
Tucsonans, Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual,
Transgender (GLBT), straight, young,
old, and those living with and affected by
HIV/AIDS gathered Sunday, February 13
to show their appreciation, support, for
fairness, and to protect GLBT and allied
families of Arizona.

A rally organized by the Arizona
Coalition for Fairness (ACF) was held on
Valentine’s Eve, in El Presidio Park to
express collective opposition to the
proposed anti-GLBT amendment to the
U.S. Constitution, as well as the proposed
amendment to the Arizona Constitution,
expected to appear on the November 2006
general election ballot.

“Real will lose benefits,” Cathy
Busha, Director of Programs at Wingspan
said in her address opening the rally,
adding that we have to fight the proposed
amendments with integrity but we must
all, as a community, answer this
“collective call to action.”

Amelia Cramer, head of the
Pima County Attorney’s Civil Division
office told the crow that they must “take
back the term ‘family values,’ since it has
been used against Gay and Lesbian
families.” Cramer then introduced her
family and her daughter expressed that
two mommies and two daddies, “were
great” to the applause of the crowd.

Edith Auslander, Vice President
for Diversity at the University of Arizona
(U of A), spoke on behalf of U of A
President Peter Likins, who expressed his
support for the GLBT community, and
employees of the U of A, for which the
battle to extend benefits will continue,
something Likins supports, Auslander
told the audience.

Sandy Davenport, Executive
Director of the Tucson/Pima County
Women’s Commission said that if these
proposals succeed it would remove all
domestic violence protections under state
law for same-sex couples and partners.

State Representative Phil Lopes,
D-Tucson, House Democratic Leader,
told the crow that we will be victorious in
this fight, because the people “are on our
side.”

State Representative Ted Down-
ing, D-Tucson, told the crowd that those
who support these measures and who state
the “founding fathers believe that
marriage is between a man and woman is
not so and it is a lie.” “This came from a
Puritanical sect who tried to control
things then and didn’t succeed, some-
thing they won’t win this time either in
fighting the U.S. Constitution.”

Dave Leimsieder, EON Youth
Member and Coordinator for the Associa-
tion of Allied Gay/Straight Alliances
urged the crowd to be involved not just for
the present, but to “defeat it for the
future.”

Tucson Councilmember Steve
Leal, D-Ward 5, the only member of
Tucson’s government present for the
event, told the crowd the radical right is
“trying to hijack our country” and to
“make everyone over in their image.”
“those who critique or have love or
affection for are simply un-American,
something everyone must fight them for
equality,” Leal added.

Amanda Simpson, the first
Transgendered candidate for the Arizona
House, told the audience that “we are not
going to let their political machine mow
us down,” but “we must magnify more
than just be a ‘silent vote.””

Isabel Garcia of Derechos
Humanos declared that this Arizona
Legislature was the “worst ever,” and that
they “have an agenda for hate, an agenda
that attacks immigrants and the GLBT
community.”

Pima County Supervisor Rich-
ard Elias, D-District 5, urged the crowd,
saying “it’s up to us to fight our common
battles and we, as a community, must
educate ourselves and others to be
victorious.”

Carolyn Trowbridge of the
Arizona-ACLU told the crowd that “civil
liberties are the fundamental rights
guaranteed to every person in a free
society.” She expressed her thanks to the
audience for “their presence to fight those
who would distort our Constitution.”

Reverend David Wilkinson of St.
Francis in the Foothills Church, told the
audience to act as ‘“agitators in their
respective houses of worship,” and to
“confront other parishioners and their
priests, rabbis and religious leaders,” on
these issues.

Michelle Crow from Congress-
man Raul Grijalva’s office, read a letter
from the Congressman, who couldn’t
attend, stating that “this issue is about
freedom, and these values are the
cornerstone of our society.”

Reverend Briget Nicholson of
the First Congregation United Church of
Christ said that the audience “will seize
the day,” and that “united together, we
can have it all.”

Reveille and Desert Voices
performed songs throughout the rally and
ended with “We Shall Overcome,”

Continued on Page Fourteen
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‘Culture Of Fear;
CounterCulture
Of Hope,” Feb. 24

PUCSON - The Tucson Domestic
Violence Collaboration (Wingspan,
Brewster Center Domestic Violence
Services, Tucson Centers for Women and
Children, and ARC/Elder Shelter) will
hold a community forum to discuss the
links between the societal culture of fear
and what is experienced in an abusive
relationship.

Participants in the forum will
discuss how fear is a powerful reinforcer
of power and control whether on a societal
level or in an intimate relationship. This
is the second community forum in a series
exploring the roots of violence.

The media and many politicians
continuously feed the public with things
and people to be afraid of (killer bees,
black male criminals, snakes, sharks,
terrorists, rock music, and more) with
dramatic results. As the last presidential
election revealed, fear is a powerful
motivator for behavior and politicians
used fear-based threats to appeal for
people’s votes. Even though crime rates
are going down, media coverage of crimes
has gone up over 600% and gun
ownership is more widespread.

“The control through fear of
possible violent events and violent people
is very similar to the fear of the abuser who
lives in your home,” says Lori Girshick,
Coordinator of the Wingspan Anti-
Violence Project. “Because of that fear
you may not speak out critically or you
may alter your behavior in self-protection.
The power and control dynamics are
similar in both cases with people ending
up feeling isolated, distrustful, and
uncertain.”

Join staff from the Wingspan
Anti-Violence Project, the Brewster
Center, Tucson Centers for Women and
Children, and ARC/Later Life DV
Services to explore these ideas and how
we can counter messages of fear to
confront and resolve abusive use of power
and control. This event is free and open to
the public. It will be held at Wingspan,
300 E. 6th Street, on February 24th from
6-8pm. Light refreshments provided. For
more information, call (520) 624-1779.

..;::i Play

Safe!
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‘Laramie Inside Out’
Film Screening &
Discussion, Feb. 23

TUCSON - In October 1998, Wyoming
college student Matthew Shepard was
brutally beaten and left to die. His
shocking murder pushed Laramie into the
media spotlight and sparked a nationwide
debate about homophobia, Gay-bashing
and hate crimes.

Film maker and UA Associate
Professor, Beverly Seckinger, a Laramie
native, returns home to the site of her own
closeted adolescence to investigate the
impact of Shepard’s murder. She encoun-
ters students, teachers, parents, and clergy
suddenly moved to speak out and take
social action. A deeply inspiring story of
personal discovery and the meaning of
community.

See “Laramie Inside out,”
Wednesday, February 23, 7 to 9 p.m.,
sponsored by U of A Residence Life, at the
Gallagher Theater, Student Union - U of
A, A discussion with the film maker will
follow the screening. For more
information, call (520) 626-4855.

Strategic Planning
Day For Arizona
Coalition For

Fairness, March 5

TUCSON - The Arizona Coalition for
Fairness (ACF) is an alliance of
community members (jand organizations
interested in protecting and expanding
civil rights for LGBT and Allied people in
Arizona. Though we are forming in
response to the proposed 2006 anti-LGBT
ballot measure, our vision also includes
working for social justice beyond the 2006
election.

You are invited to join ACF for a
Strategic Planning Day on Saturday,
March 5, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Wingspan,
300 E 6th St. Dr. Cindi Gilliland, who
teaches at the UA Eller College of
Business, has generously offered to
facilitate the strategic planning day. If you
want to help defeat anti-LGBT legisla-
tion, protect your relationship and family,
and meet other great people, this day is for
you! Get involved now so the day after the
election -November 7th, 2006-you won’t
ask yourself, “Was there more I could
have done?”

Strategic Planning is when a
group of people come together to do some
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homes, land & new construction representation

]
IONG
ey

Selling Sahuarita,
Rancho Sahuarita, Green
Valley Retirement,
Madera Reserve & Tubac

2D IHEISR
B3T3 ET02
brigmbralongsealty cont
WA |-'IIQII.':|.I{. comhriank
275 W Conbimengal Roacd
Cireen Valley, AF 85614

visioning work and goal-setting, and then
put some concrete plans to their collective
vision and goals. At the end of the
Strategic Planning Day, we will have a
one-year work plan, and meeting dates
and times for all sub-committees of the
ACF.

ACF knows that Sundays are a
day when many people spend time with
their partners and families, sleep in, go to
the dog park, do laundry, read the paper,
hike, attend church, grocery shop, or have
other plans—We recognize that attending
a seven hour meeting on the weekend is
asking a lot...however, ACF also believes
in building a plan that includes as many
voices as possible. We promise the day
will be engaging, dynamic, meaningful,
and fun!

If you are able to attend the free
Strategic Planning Day, please RSVP, by
E-mailing, cathy@wingspan.org. When
you RSVP, please let Cathy know what
committee(s) you are interested in serving
on (for information on the subcommittees,
go online to http://www.wingspan.org/
c 0 n t e n t /
news_wingspan_details.php?story id=180).

Please bring your lunch, or plan
to go somewhere on 4th Ave...we may
even chip in and order pizza. Ideally,
people should attend the entire day;
however, if you are only able to attend for
part of the day, please let them know what

hours you plan on attending.

AHRF Lobby Day
February 28

PHOENIX (ON) - On Monday, February
28, Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender
and straight supportive Arizonans will
converge on the State Capital for the
Arizona Human Rights Fund (AHRF)
Lobby Day.

“Lobby and Advocacy Day is an
opportunity to gather with friends and
supporters to inform our legislators about
important issues impacting the GLBT
community,” AHRF said in a statement.

In a statement, AHRF stated the
schedule will begin with citizen lobbyist
training, 10 - 11:30 a.m., for which you
will learn skills to communicate effec-
tively with your elected officials, under-
stand the legislative process (i.e., how a
bill becomes law) and take away talking
points and action items.

During the day, February 28,
AHRF will set up meetings between you
and your elected officials. This meeting
gives you a chance to put a real face to our
issues. Citizen lobbying training and
talking points will be provided prior to
meetings. To sign up for a meeting email

info@ahrf.org or call (602) 650-0900.

AHRF continued, in the state-
ment, that lunch will be available to Lobby
and Advocacy attendees at a cost of $5,
and to RSVP to info@ahrf.org or call
(602) 650-0900 to reserve your lunch.
Lobby and Advocacy Day attendees will
have the opportunity to sit in the House
and Senate Galleries and attendees will be
officially introduced on the floor.
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v Want to do something
positive with your leisure
time?

v Interested in helping
people while learning about
HIV/AIDS issues?

If so, the Southern Arizona
AIDS Foundation wants you to
consider becoming a volunteer!

Volunteer orientations are open to all
those interested and are held once a
month at our main office, located at 375
South Euclid Avenue.

Sign up today!

Contact Jess Pabon at 628-7223 or
jpabon@saaf.org

SAAF
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By Mark R. Kerr

PHOENIX - On Thursday, February 10,
the Arizona House Judiciary Committee,
by a vote of 6-3, approved HCM (House
Concurrent Mandate) 2005, a measure to
formally urge Congress to pursue a
constitutional amendment to ban same-
sex unions or the recognition of by
governmental entities.

HCM 2005, reads as follows:
A Concurrent Memorial

Urging the Congress of the
United States to Propose an Amendment
to the Constitution of the United States to
Acknowledge Marriage as Between One
Man and One Woman.

To the Congress of the United
States of America:

Your memorialist respectfully
represents:

Whereas, the union of man and
woman in marriage has been recognized
as the foundation of society since the
beginning of time; and

Whereas, marriage between one
man and one woman substantially and
undeniably benefits the individuals in-
volved, any children resulting from the
union and society at large; and

Whereas, the founders of our
country decreed marriage between a man
and a woman to be “the highest and most
blessed of relationships™; and

Whereas, nearly three-fourths of
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Marriage ‘Postcard’ Approved By Arizona House Committees;
On Legislative Fast-Track

the states already have enacted laws to
define marriage as being only between a
man and a woman and the federal
government enacted the Defense of
Marriage Act in 1996; and

Whereas, seventeen states have
adopted amendments to their constitu-
tions to protect the definition of marriage
as being only between a man and a
woman; and

Whereas, the people of the State
of Arizona view with growing concern
attempts to change the definition of
marriage through judicial action, includ-
ing, most recently, rulings by the courts in
Canada, the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts and the State of Washington; and

Whereas, in addition to simply
stating that marriage in the United States
consists of the union of a male and a
female, an amendment to the Constitution
of the United States ensures the
democratic process by allowing the states
to establish their own policy in the area of
martial benefits, including privileges
associated with marriage.

Wherefore your memorialist, the
House of Representatives of the State of
Arizona, the Senate concurring, prays:

1. That, pursuant to article V of
the Constitution of the United States, the
Congress of the United States propose an
amendment to the Constitution of the
United States, to be ratified by the
legislatures or by conventions in three-
fourths of the several states, stating that
marriage in the United States shall consist
only of the union of a man and a woman.

2. That the Secretary of State of
the State of Arizona transmit a copy of this
Memorial to the President of the United
States Senate, the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives and each
Member of Congress from the State of
Arizona.

Members of the Judiciary Com-
mittee heard lengthy testimony in support
of and opposing HCM 2005.

“What you’re telling me is that
because you’re in the heterosexual
majority and don’t mind riding a wave of
homophobia, the Constitution is yours to
use as a weapon,” Jennie Helen Zegan told
lawmakers, reported the Arizona Repub-
lic. “If the proponents of this resolution
win,” said the 20-year-old Prescott
resident, “my partner and I are going to be
permanent second-class citizens.”

After testimony, the vote took
place, with all six Republican state
Representatives, Ray Barnes, Jonathan
Paton (from Tucson), Doug Quelland,
Steven Yarbrough, David Burnell Smith
and the Committee Chair, Eddie
Farnsworth, voting in favor.  State
Representative Ted Downing (from
Tucson), Ben Miranda and Steve Gallardo
(both from Phoenix), all Democrats, voted
against HCM 2005.

HCM 2005 was heard by the
House Rules Committee Tuesday, Febru-
ary 15, and approved by a 5-3 vote. All
five Republican state Representatives,
Gary Pierce, James Weiers, Bob Stump,
Bob Robson and Stephen Tully voted in
favor. Democrats Linda Lopez and Phil
Lopes (from Tucson) and Pete Rios, voted
against it.

Thursday

Boys Night Out

Every Thursday 10pm till close
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HCM 2005 will go before the
House Committee of the Whole, which
consists of all 60 members of the Arizona
House.

To voice your opinion about
HCM 2005:

Legislative District 25 - Rep.
Manuel Alvarez (D), Phone: (602) 926-
5895, Fax: (602) 417-3025, Email:
malvarez@azleg.state.az.us. Rep. Jenni-
fer Burns (Rep.), Phone: (602) 926-5836,
Fax: (602) 417-3125, E-mail:
jburns@azleg.state.az.us.

Legislative District 26 - Rep.
Pete Hershberger (Rep.), Phone: (602)
926-5839, Fax: (602) 417-
3026, E-mail: phershbe@azleg.state.az.us.
Rep. Steve Huffman (Rep.), Phone: (602)
926-3394, Fax: (602) 417- 3126 E-mail:
shuffman@azleg.state.az.us.

Legislative District 27 - Rep.
Olivia Cajero-Bedford (D), Phone: (602)
926-5835, Fax: (602) 417-
3027, E-mail: ocajerob@azleg.state.az.us.
Rep. Phil Lopes (D), Phone: (602) 926-
3278, Fax: (602) 417-3127, E-mail:
plopes@azleg.state.az.us.

Legislative District 28 - Rep.
David Bradley (D), Phone: (602) 926-
3300, Fax: (602) 417-3028, Email:
dbradley@azleg.state.az.us.  Rep. Ted
Downing (D), Phone: (602) 926-5108,
Fax: (602) 417-3128, Email:
tdowning@azleg.state.az.us.

Legislative District 29 - Rep.
Linda Lopez (D), Phone: (602) 926-4089,
Fax: (602) 417-3029, Email:
llopez@azleg.state.az.us. Rep. Tom
Prezelski (D), Phone: (602) 926-3424,

Continued on Page Fifteen

With $1.75 Long Islands & $1.50 Tequila Shots

Come see GoGo Boys and party with the hottest bar staff in
town dancing in their underwear. Show your student ID and
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Sunday
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SAN DIEGO - Health officials say that a
rare strain of HIV that is resistant to most
AIDS treatments may have struck the west
coast, 365Gay.com reported.

In a hastily arranged news conference late
Monday afternoon, San Diego County
public health officer Nancy Bowen said
that the strain may have infected a San
Diego man.

“[His] HIV has a similar molecular makeup
as the patient in New York City,” Bowen
told reporters.

The man tested positive for the rare HIV
strain last fall, Bowen said, after his health
provider sent a blood sample to ViroLogic,
an HIV typing reference laboratory in
Northern California.

Bowen said that even though the strain
resists treatment health authorities in the
county were not alarmed until last week
when New York City’s health department
released details about a similar case.

After the New York disclosure health
departments across the country began to
check for similarities.

On Sunday NYC officials said that two
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AIDS ‘Super Strain’ May Have Hit California

more possible cases are being investi-
gated.

In Boston, on Monday, health officials
said they are several similar cases over
the past few years.

But, it still is not known if all of these
cases are linked, indicating a new
virulent strain of HIV is spreading
across the country. Tests to determine
that are underway and it could take a
week or more for the results to be known.

In the meantime, Bowen urged calm.

“I don’t think it will do anybody any
good to get panicked about this,” she
said.

The New York patient who sparked the
nationwide alert is described as a male in
his mid-40s who reported multiple male
sex partners and unprotected anal
intercourse, often while using crystal
meth.

Health authorities are trying to track
down those partners.

But, in San Diego, Bowen said that the
identity of the suspected case there is not

known. The reference lab is trying to find
his doctor but if the man were tested
anonymously, where a code rather than a
name is used, it may be impossible to find
him Bowen said.

Meanwhile, health officials in Trinidad
believe that a man with HIV in Port-of-
Spain is also infected with the suspected
super strain.

While drug resistance is increasingly
common among patients who have been
treated for HIV, cases of 3-DCR HIV in
newly-diagnosed, previously untreated
patients are extremely rare.

This strain also causes a rapid onset of
AIDS. Usually full blown AIDS occurs
more than ten years after initial infection
with HIV. In the original New York
patient’s case, the onset of AIDS appears
to have occurred within two to three

Play
Safe'
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G/L Military
Discharges Drop

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Nearly 700
service members were discharged in
Fiscal Year 2004 under “Don’t Ask,
Don’t Tell,” not counting the Coast
Guard, according to Department of
Defense figures released Friday, February
11, 365Gay.com reported.

This is the fourth straight year
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” discharges have
fallen, a fifteen percent drop since 2003
and a forty-seven percent drop since the
start of the Global War on Terror.

“The continued drop in ‘Don’t
Ask, Don’t Tell” discharges at a time of
war clearly shows that “Don’t Ask, Don’t
Tell” is a law we don’t need,” said Kathi
Westcott a spokesperson for the
Servicemembers Legal Defense Network.
“These numbers clearly show that
military commanders value good service
members during a time of war, whether
the service members are Gay or straight.”

According to the Department of
Defense, three hundred twenty- five Army
soldiers, ninety-two Airmen, fifty-nine
Marines and one hundred seventy-seven
sailors were discharged in 2004. Numbers
for the Coast Guard were not released by
the Department of Defense. These
numbers represent the lowest annual
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” discharges since
1994 and the second lowest number of
discharges in the last twenty years.

But despite the historic low, the
SLDN said that “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”
continues to weaken U.S. military
readiness by forcing out service members
with critical skills.

Recently released Department of
Defense information found that at least 20
Arabic linguists have been discharged
under “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” in the past
five years. Congressman Marty Mechan
(D-MA), a leading opponent of “Don’t
Ask, Don’t Tell” in the House of
Representatives stated “Even one dis-
charge of an able-bodied service member
under “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” during a
time of war is one too many. At a time
when reservists’ tours of duty have been
extended and thousands of former service
members have been involuntarily re-
called, “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell” is
stretching our troops to the breaking
point. The Department of Defense should
be focused on winning the war on terror,
not advancing an agenda of discrimina-
tion.”

Westcott added, “Who can
support a law that is irrelevant, unneces-
sary and harmful? The fact is that Gay and
Lesbian service members don’t harm unit
cohesion, and the continuing decline in
discharge numbers clearly illustrates this
fact. ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’s days are
numbered.”

According to a recent Urban
Institute report, there are an estimated
65,000 Lesbian and Gay service members
on active duty, and in the National Guard

and Reserves.
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San Francisco Celebrates
Wedding Anniversary

SAN FRANCISCO - It was the kind of
party only San Francisco could hold - part
joyous celebration, part angry protest - as
3,000 Gays and Lesbians jammed into city
hall rotunda Saturday night, February 12,
to mark the first anniversary of the city’s
brief trip to the pink altar, 365Gay.com
reported.

The giant rotunda was filled with
balloons. Couples swayed to the music.
Old acquaintances were renewed as
people recognized couples they had met in
line a year before waiting for marriage
licenses.

But, it was clear from the
onslaught, the hero of the night was San
Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom, whose
unilateral decision to begin issuing
marriage licenses ended in a court battle
that continues and saw the marriages of
some 4,000 couples declared invalid.

“Happy anniversary,” Newsom
said from the marble staircase. In a
rousing speech that was frequently
interrupted with raucous cheers and
applause Newsom said he is as committed
to same-sex marriage today as he was a
year ago.

“Separate is not equal,” equal the
mayor declared.

“It is no longer acceptable for
politicians to come to you every election
cycle and ask for money and then say, ‘It’s
too much, too soon.’”

It was an open challenge to Sen.
Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) who angered
Gays one day after last November’s
election when Feinstein, a former San
Francisco mayor, said Newsom’s decision
to let Gay couples marry played a role in
President Bush’s victory, calling the Gay
marriage issue “too much, too fast, too
soon.”

“Civil unions are not good
enough,” Newsom told the celebration.
“Civil unions are not marriage. Marriage
is marriage.”

Newsom predicted that the day is
not too distant that all Gays and Lesbians
across the country will legally be allowed
to wed.

“This door is open and nothing
the president of the United States can do
will ever shut this door.”

“I’ve never felt more resolved,”
Newsom told the crowd. “I don’t care
what happens to me, I care what happens
to you and to this country.”

“Don’t believe these folks who
talk about tradition,” he said. “They sit
there and defend inequality because it’s
tradition. Tradition doesn’t make some-
thing right,” he said.

“Don’t give up this fight. Don’t
feel discouraged. Don’t listen to the
president of the United States.” Newsom
then led the crowd in chanting “shame on

2

you.

The party, called “Winter of
Love,” attracted people across the
country, but the majority were from the
Bay Area.

For four weeks last winter,
between Feb. 12 and March 11, about

4,000 same-sex couples obtained mar-
riage licenses at city hall. Then in a
rebuke of Newsom for “exceeding his
authority” the California Supreme Court
invalidated the licenses and marriages.
The court, however, did not rule on the
constitutionality of same-sex marriage
saying that issue should work its way
through the lower court system.

Last December the constitu-
tional case was heard in San Francisco
Superior Court. That court is expected to
issue a ruling any day bit whatever the
decision it will be appealed and eventually
wind up in the California Supreme Court.

HATE IS
NOT A
FAMILY
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GLBT-Friendly Dean Elected
DNC Chair
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NWASHINGTON, D.C. - Democrats
elected Howard Dean chairman of
their national party on Saturday,
February 12, casting their lot with a
skilled fund-raiser and organizer
whose sometimes caustic, blunt com-
ments can lead to controversy, the
Associated Press reported on
365Gay.com.

The 447-member Democratic
National Committee chose Dean on a
voice vote to replace outgoing party
chief Terry McAuliffe. The former
Vermont governor and presidential
candidate had promised to rebuild the
state parties, take the offensive against
Republicans, and better explain party
positions on issues.

Democrats are eager to renew
their campaign to regain political
power, though some admit to a bit of
anxiety. President Bush just won his
second term. Republicans are firmly in
control of the House and the Senate.
And the GOP is gaining strength in
conservative states in the South and
West.

“We only have one way to go,
and that’s up,” Georgia delegate
Lonnie Platt said.

For Joyce Cusack, a Florida
delegate, it’s time for Democrats to
embrace their party’s values.

“We are trying so hard to be
like Republicans and we’re not. I think
Howard Dean says clearly that we are
different,” Cusack said. “We are the
party of ordinary citizens and not the
elite, we are everyday working folk.”

Democratic leaders, who were
initially wary of a Dean chairmanship,
started embracing his leadership after
it became apparent he was strong
enough to claim the job. Several high-
profile Democrats considering a bid
for chairman backed out of the race.
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House Minority Leader Nancy
Pelosi, not always a Dean supporter, said
Friday, “He has used the power of
technology, the force of his personality
and the depth of his ideals to bring new
people into the party.”

Dean told Democratic commit-
tee members Friday that it’s important to
learn to be more comfortable discussing
the party’s core values.

“The way I hope to deal with that
problem, is not to abandon our core
principles, but talk about them in a
different way,” he said.

Democrats are not pro-abortion,
but “we are the party in favor of allowing
women to make up their own minds about
their health care,” Dean, a physician,
said.

Democrats are not for Gay
marriage, but “we are the party that has
always believed in equal rights under the
law for all people,” he said.

“We are the party of moral
values,” Dean said. “There is nothing
moral about cutting 300 million dollars
that is used to feed starving children.”
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Experts Urge Routine HIV
Tests For All

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Urging a major
shift in U.S. policy, some health experts
are recommending that virtually all
Americans be tested routinely for the
AIDS virus, as they are for cancer and
other diseases, the PlanetOut Network
reported.

Since the early years of the AIDS
epidemic in the 1980s, the government
has recommended screening only in big
cities, where AIDS rates are high, and
among members of high-risk groups, such
as Gay men and drug addicts.

But two large, federally funded
studies found that the cost of routinely
testing and treating nearly all adults
would be outweighed by a reduction in
new infections and the opportunity to start
patients on drug cocktails early, when
they work best.

“Given the availability of effec-
tive therapy and preventive measures, it is
possible to improve care and perhaps
influence the course of the epidemic
through widespread, effective and cost-
effective screening,” Dr. Samuel A.
Bozzette wrote in an editorial accompany-
ing the studies, which appeared in
Thursday’s (February 10) New England
Journal of Medicine.

A failure to institute such
screening at doctors’ offices and clinics
would be “a critical disservice” to patients
with the AIDS virus and “the future health
of the nation,” wrote Bozzette, who is
from the University of California at San
Diego and the Rand Corp. think tank in
Santa Monica, Calif.

Dr. Robert Janssen, director of
HIV/AIDS prevention at the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, said the
CDC will re-evaluate its guidelines over
the next two years, and will consider the
study’s findings as well as the availability
of new, rapid HIV tests that produce
results in a half hour instead of the usual
week or two.

Who would bear the cost of
expanded testing — and the cost of the
treatment, which runs to at least $15,000 a
year — remains a sticky question amid
government cutbacks in health-care
funding. However, Janssen said the
studies’ findings could lead to some
private insurers to encourage more HIV
testing.

One of the studies, by research-
ers at Duke and Stanford universities and
the Veterans Affairs Palo Alto Health
Care System, estimated that routine one-
time testing of everyone would cut new
infections each year by just over 20
percent, and that every HIV-infected
patient identified would gain an average
of 1 1/2 years of life.

The other study, by Yale and
Harvard researchers, found that testing
people every three to five years would be
cost-effective for all but the lowest-risk
people, such as those who are celibate or
are in monogamous heterosexual rela-
tionships. And even for those people, one-
time testing was found to be cost-effective.

Nationwide, about 40,000 new
HIV infections occur each year. An
estimated 950,000 people are infected
with the virus, but about 280,000 of them
don’t know it.

CDC guidelines recommend
routine tests wherever the prevalence of

HIV infection is more than 1 percent —
basically, cities and some densely
populated suburbs.

“If you need proof of the fact that
it’s not working, look at all the people who
have slipped through the cracks —
280,000,” said A. David Paltiel of the
Yale School of Medicine’s division of
health policy, lead author of the second
study.

The V.A.-funded study found
that in areas where about 1 in 100 patients
has undiagnosed HIV — what the CDC
calls high-risk settings — widespread
testing would cost about $15,100 for each
year of good health gained by people
diagnosed with the virus, counting the
benefits to their sexual partners.

Even in areas with an undiag-
nosed HIV infection rate of only 1 in 2,000
— the rate in the general population —
each healthy year gained by newly
diagnosed HIV patients and their partners
would still cost less than $50,000. That is
the threshold at which health economists
generally consider treatments to be cost-
effective.

Paltiel noted the two groups of
researchers had very similar cost-benefit
results, even though they used different
computer models.

“The cost benefit to individuals
and society is worth” widespread screen-
ing, said Dr. Lawrence Deyton, chief of
public health in the Department of
Veterans Affairs (news - web sites), which
provides medical care to about 5 million
veterans.

In light of the findings, he said
the V.A. is going to urge more patients to
get tested.

“We’re going to take the ball and
run with it,” Deyton said.

“Democrats Offer
Comprehensive
Sex Education Bill

WASHINGTON, D.C. - U.S. Representa-
tive Barbara Lee (D-Calif.) on Thursday,
February 10, introduced a bill that would
provide $206 million for comprehensive
sex education programs nationwide in
response to President Bush’s call for $206
million in abstinence-only funds for fiscal
year 2006, reported Advocate.com.

Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.) and
Edward Kennedy (D-Mass.) are cospon-
soring a Senate bill. Lee’s measure, the
Responsible Education About Life (REAL)
Act,” would provide federal funding to
state education programs that provide
medically accurate information about the
prevention of pregnancy, HIV, and other
sexually transmitted diseases, including
information about both abstinence and
condom use. The bill, which has 65
cosponsors, is aimed at matching “dollar
for dollar” the amount of federal money
requested for abstinence-only education.

“For years, taxpayer dollars have
been flooding into unproven abstinence-
only programs while there’s no federal
program that’s dedicated to the compre-
hensive view,” Lautenberg told a Wash-
ington newspaper. He added that absti-
nence programs provide young people
with only “half the story, and they need
the full picture.” Democrats expect
intense opposition to the bill from
conservative members of Congress who
support abstinence-only approaches to sex
education and HIV prevention.

PAGE SEVEN

VENTURE-N

TUCSON'S ONLY MEN'S BAR

TRERE'S ALWAYS SOMETHING EAPPENING
HIDES OF MARCH

MARCH 18, 19, 20 2005

D.l Jerry D - Fri & Sni‘ - 9 pm to Clnso
e s i i S S S e S R W W

= WY BNT XO» SN
Screws & Bloodys -- 10 am - 2 pm
Patio Beer Bust -- 3 pm -~ 7 pm
Bossburgers, "PLUS" --5 pm - 7 pm

GO0 - 0O OO OO D

TWVE <€ INK 10 P "W

Martini Special ~- 4 pm - 8 pm
G000 OO =000

WEDNESDAY
Margarita Special -- 4 pm - 8 pm
GO - ST == N = D)

SATURID AW
| Patio Beer Bust - 3 pm -7 pm

Open Mon - St9 am, Sun 10 am
1239 N. 6th Ave. Tucson, AZ 85705 (520) 882-8224

Thanks To All Our Friends
From Phoenix and Tucson

Who Came Out To Help Us
Celebrate Our #* Anniversary.
It was A Blast/
o o oo ofe oo ofe e

Saturday, February Gk
Prime Rib Dinner

Join us!

1449 N. STONE
TUCSON, AI 85705
614-3858




# Drunk Driving

PAGE EIGHT

Personal Injury?

FEBRUARY 16, 2005

jury

Madieal Malpractics
Premises Liability
Products Liahility

Call 622-2350

1-800-67-LEGAL

e W
JACOBY (3 MEYERS

LAW OFFMCES

Janoly & Meyess Law Offces, LLE
v Domibrowsid & Bheward, 0L
Partnar

2848 East Brosdway, Suite 112

Tuoson, Arizona B5710

DO YOU COME BEFORE YOUR PORN
DOES?

WE CAN HELP YOU GET THE
MOST FROM YOUR
COMPUTER AND THE

INTERNET!

MightyMouse

Computer Consulting, Inc.

520.312.2630

TUTORING - REPAIR - MAINTENANCE

NETWORKING - WEBHOSTING

AGGRESSIVE

CRIMINAL DEFENSE

# Sex Cases, including Park and Public Restrooms

# Drugs

+ Felomies

+ Misdemeanors

MATILDE ELENA SLATE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Abogada Bilingha

20 East 2™ Street
Tucson, Arzona 85705

(520) 882-0330

YOUR RIGHTS. KNOow THEM. PROTECT THEM.

v 7'
W -
TUCSON G LBT X
Chamber Of Commerce

Membership & Meeting
Information:
£20.615.6436
www.lucsonglbtchamber.org

Inclusive ¥ Engaged v Professional

WEEKLY OBSERVER

Bust Re-Nominates
Homophobic Judge

WASHINGTON, D.C. - A year after
naming former Alabama Attorney Gen-
eral Bill Pryor to a temporary seat on a
federal appeals court, President Bush has
launched a fresh attempt to put the
controversial attorney there for life,
365Gay.com reported.

In the 2003-2004 session of
Congress, Pryor’s nomination was blocked
by Senate Democrats, who charged that he
was too extreme to make impartial
judgments. Last February, the president
instead placed him on the 11th Circuit in
a temporary assignment set to expire late
this year.

Late Monday, February 14, and
without comment, Bush resubmitted
Pryor’s name to the Senate, which must
again decide whether to confirm him for
the lifetime appointment to the 11th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals in Atlanta.

While in his temporary position
on the court Pryor cast the deciding vote to
uphold Florida’s outright ban on Gay
adoption. Florida is the only state in the
country that explicitly bans children from
being adopted by Gays and Lesbians.

As Attorney General of Ala-
bama, he was the only attorney general
outside of Texas to author an amicus brief
in the Supreme Court defending Texas’s
anti-Gay sodomy statute. Pryor argued
that states have an interest in singling out
same-sex relations for punishment, even
though his own state’s statute made no
distinction between same-and opposite-
sex relations. His brief also compared
same-sex relationships to pedophilia,
bestiality and necrophilia.

While he served at A.G. of
Alabama Pryor had links placed on the
state website to anti-Gay organizations
and other conservative groups but not to
groups with a neutral or differing views.

“William Pryor’s record is so
clearly a threat to individual rights and
Lprotections, that all Americans should be
concerned” said Human Rights Cam-

aign Vice President of Policy David
Smith.

“He has made it clear throughout
his career that he has a strong bias against
GLBT Americans. This country needs
judges who make fair and balanced
decisions free from any slanted ideology.”

Smith urged the Senate to reject
Pryor’s nomination. That opinion was
shared by the National Stonewall Demo-
crats.

“It is dangerously unethical for
President Bush to promote the quick
confirmation of judicial activists whose
rulings he himself has not examined,”
said Dave Noble, NSD Executive Direc-
tor.

“President Bush recently admit-
ted that he did not know that the state of
Florida prohibits Gay residents from
adopting children. Yet, it was his recess
appointment - William Pryor - who cast
the deciding vote days earlier to uphold
this ban. If President Bush refuses to
review the records of his own nominees
for lifetime appointments, then the Senate
should.”

Senate Democrats are expected
to renew their opposition to Pryor’s
nomination. Republicans are pressing for
acceptance.

U.S. Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-
Alabama) who has been Pryor’s leading

backer on Capitol Hill, said he hoped
lawmakers “will consider the great merits
of his candidacy, including his record on
the 11th Circuit.”

Senate Judiciary Committee
Chairman Arlen Specter, R-Pa., sug-
gested that Pryor could get -early
consideration.

Another Bush nominee, Califor-
nia Supreme Court Justice Janice Rogers
Brown, also holds a radical record of anti-
Gay judicial activism.

In 2003, Brown was the only
justice on the California Supreme Court to
rule against recognizing the right of Gay
Californians to legally adopt their
children. Brown argued that allowing a
Gay parent to legally adopt the biological
child of their partner “trivializes family
bonds.”

Meanwhile, evangelist Pat
Robertson indicated Tuesday, February
15, that if Senate Majority Leader Bill
Frist expects backing of religious conser-
vatives for a possible 2008 presidential
bid, he had better get President Bush’s
judicial nominees confirmed by the
Senate, or at least voted on.

“Itis the ultimate test,” Robertson
said at the National Press Club. “He
cannot be a leader and allow Democrats to

do what they did in the last session.”

Canadian Province Paid Doctors
To Treat Homosexuality As A
Mental lliness

VANCOUVER - The British Columbia
government has now admitted that over
the past five years it paid doctors more
than a quarter-of-a-million dollars to treat
homosexuality as a “mental disorder,”
365Gay.com reported.

The Web site 365Gay.com had
previously reported that the government’s
own Web site listed homosexuality as a
mental disorder, even though psychiatric
and other health professional groups had
delisted it decades ago.

The British Columbia listing
was on the Health Ministry’s site and
provided a billing code for doctors under
the province’s health care insurance plan.
At the time, the government said it did not
know if any doctors had billed the public
purse under the code.

The Health Ministry now says
that B.C. doctors billed the Medical
Services Plan between 1999 and 2004 a
total of $237,000 under the code for
homosexuality.

Michelle Stewart, a spokesper-
son for the Health Ministry, said the code
had been removed long ago everywhere
but on the Web site. Stewart called the
retention “an oversight”. But, she said the
ministry could not explain why it
continued to pay the doctors.

Stewart said, however, that she
does not think the billings relate to
directly trying to “cure” Gays, but rather
for “problems relating to sexuality.”

She suggested that patients often
see their doctors when they are in conflict
about their sexuality, but she said there is
no proof that is the case.

Stewart said that after the
discrepancy was pointed out to doctors
that they can no longer use the code, and
the reference to it has been removed from

the government’s website.
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[The following is the address
given by Cathy Busha, Director of
Programs for Wingspan and the Coalition
for Fairness Rally held February 13.]

“Today’s rally has been orga-
nized by the Arizona Coalition for
Fairness (ACF), a new coalition of
individuals and organizations joined
together to demonstrate the power of
Southern Arizona’s Lesbian, Gay, Bi-
sexual, Transgender and allied commu-
nity to defeat the extreme and far-reaching
proposed amendments to the Federal and
Arizona state constitutions. And we’re
going to be talking a lot about these
fabulous allies, because we simply cannot
do it without them.

“The purpose of this Valentine’s
weekend Action Rally is to express our
collective opposition to the Federal
Marriage Amendment, as well as the
proposed amendment to the Arizona state
constitution in 2006.

“If passed, the Arizona amend-
ment would not only forever deny same-
sex couples marriage and civil unions, but
also erase Tucson’s Domestic Partner
Registry, which is for Gay and Lesbian
couples, as well as straight couples. If this
initiative passes, real people will lose their
health insurance. Real people will not be
allowed to visit their partners in the
hospital. Real people will lose pension and
other benefits.

“Sadly, as most of us know, this
past November, 11 states wrote discrimi-
nation into their constitutions by passing
similar amendments to the one we’ll be
facing in Arizona in 2006.

“But think about it this way: 7.7
million people across this country voted
No on the anti-LGBT amendments this
year. 43% of Oregonians voted No to
discrimination, 41% of the people in
Michigan voted No to discrimination. in
Utah 34% of the people voted No to
discrimination, and even in Arkansas,
25% of the people voted No to
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‘The Next 12 Months’

discrimination.

“Hundreds of Thousands of
people changed their minds because
people like you volunteered time, gave
money, and were willing to be vulnerable
and work hard—to help people challenge
their assumptions about us and open their
hearts.

“I’ve talked to LGBT and allied
activists from many of those 11 states, and
they all said that if they had more time and
more volunteer power, they believe they
could have defeated the amendments.
Many of'the 11 states only had 6 months to
organize, in most cases, less. We have 21
months.

“This is why we are starting
now—because we know that Arizona, and
in particular Southern Arizona, has the
power to mobilize and defeat this hate-
filled initiative. And no matter what the
result of the vote is on November 7, 2006,
we can come together stronger as a
community and as a movement for social
justice and civil rights.

“I’d like to borrow some of the
words of Roey Thorpe, Executive Director
of Basic Rights Oregon, today. She said
our movement is just beginning to realize
our collective ability to reach people’s
hearts, to change their minds, to raise
questions not just about gender and sexual
orientation, but about all the structures
that surround power and privilege in our
country, and about the arrogance with
which our country relates to our world.

“Some people may question the
purpose of today’s rally. I’ve heard
criticisms that rallies are just a bunch of
people standing around talking, but not
really doing anything. The word “rally”
means, “To call together for a common
purpose, To rouse or revive from
inactivity.” That’s why we’re here

today...this is our collective call to action

“We all know that you don’t get
or protect your civil rights by standing
around. We also know that we don’t get
them without sacrifice, risk, and pain.

“As Frederick Douglass said, “If
there is no struggle, there is no progress.
Those who profess to favor freedom, and
deprecate agitation, are men who want
crops without plowing up the ground, they
want rain without thunder and lightning.
Power concedes nothing without a
demand. It never has and it never will.”

“There are lots of things that
make this work difficult. No doubt the
next 21 months will cause each of us some
pain. Be prepared to hear terrible lies
about our lives, our families, and our love.
It’s going to hurt.

“Also during the next 21
months, sometimes LGBT leaders and our
LGBT organizations will do things that
are just plain stupid or wrong. You’ll get
frustrated and angry at Wingspan, at the
Arizona Coalition for Fairness, or
probably even at me...you may even not
like what you hear some of speakers say
today.

“But let me make this concrete
suggestion—please ask, don’t attack. Call
the organizations, call the individual, and
express your feelings in a way that works
towards a solution. Let’s assume the best
about one another’s intentions. Let’s fight
this initiative with integrity.

“Don’t just complain to your
friends. Don’t just boo. Don’t just quit the
movement because you don’t like how it’s
being done. Don’t simply sling arrows at
the leaders or organizations. It is easy to
deconstruct and criticize from a distance.
It is difficult to step up and speak out. The

LGBT community is far too good at eating
our own.

“We must support each other,
even as we disagree about strategies or
talking points. I’ve had the pleasuring of
volunteering and working at Wingspan
for over six years now. I can tell you that
leadership in this movement is an honor,
but it can be extremely difficult and
painful. The criticisms mounted at leaders
within the LGBT movement are often
very personal. And despite my tough
butch exterior, I have feelings, too.

“No doubt the issues we all deal
with are very personal and even
heartbreaking. Sometimes we take this
pain out on each other. With this
horizontal hostility, we only end up
hurting each other and the movement.

“Let’s agree that we’ll give each
other constructive feedback, but not
mean-spirited, behind-the-back, personal
attacks. If LGBT and allied youth see that
leadership brings nothing but criticism,
insults, and personal attacks, they will not
aspire to leadership.

“The activists from the 11 states
who I talked to said the worst part about
the amendments was not losing the vote—
it was the fighting within the LGBT
community, the personal attacks, and the
wrecked friendships and organizations
that resulted.

“‘Divide and conquer’ is tactic
that the right-wing has used well against
the LGBT and allied community, against
all progressive communities. We can’t
afford to be divided and conquered here in
Arizona or in Tucson. We have a strong
community—Ilet’s keep it that way.

“If someone is complaining to
you about how Wingspan or the Arizona
Coalition for Fairness is doing it
wrong...listen to them, validate their
feelings, and then gently challenge them
to call or show up with their concerns,
ideas, and time. Let’s make a commitment
today to not allow this poison to run

Continued on Page Thirteen
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POLITICS 2005

by Mark R. Kerr

:

Asked about the current session
of the Arizona Legislature, one legislator
commented, “We are just trying to stave
off the onslaught of terrible bills,” - with
such measures allowing pharmacists to
not fill prescriptions for birth control
pills; allowing guns in bars; taking away
local control over transportation issues;
school vouchers; making English to
official language - despite the court ruling
stating that’s not constitutional; prohibit
cloning, and, to restrict the courts right to
rule on cases - naming several of the
proposals too numerous to list are going
through the legislative process.

Deadlines are fast approaching
for the Arizona House and Senate to
consider bills from their respective
chamber - with the Senate’s last day being
Friday, February 25 and the House
deadline being Friday, March 11.

With that, as previously re-
ported, several proposals of note to the
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender
(GLBT) and HIV/AIDS communities had
been introduced:

SB 1486, sponsored by Senator
Gabrielle Giffords, D-Tucson, is a
proposal that would expand Arizona’s
hate crimes law to cover misdemeanor
offenses.

SB 1486 was first read and
assigned to the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee for consideration. State Senator John
Huppenthal, R-Chandler is the chair of
the Judiciary Committee and needs to
hear from citizens that SB 1486 deserves
to get a hearing date. Senator Huppenthal
can be reached at (602) 926-5261 or by E-
mail: jhuppent@azleg.state.az.us.

HB 2310, the House companion
measure dealing with Arizona’s Hate
Crimes law, still languishes before the
House Judiciary Committee, since it has
not received a hearing date.  State
Representative Eddie Farnsworth, R-
Mesa, is the chair of the House Judiciary
Committee and needs to hear from
citizens that HB 2310 should get a hearing
before his committee. Representative
Farnsworth can be reached at (602) 926-
5735 or by E-mail:
efarnswo@azleg.state.az.us.

SB 1077, a measure dealing with
the teaching of medically accurate
information in sex education courses in
Arizona’s schools was held by the Senate
K-12 education committee. A House
companion measure, HB 2654 was
introduced but now faces a legislative
hurdle, it was assigned to two different
committees’, a parliamentary maneuver
done by the House Speaker, Jim Weiers,
R-Phoenix, to a measure he opposes.

HB 2654 has been assigned to
the House Health Committee, chaired by
state Representative Doug Quelland, R-
Phoenix, (602) 926-4639; E-mail:
dquellan@azleg.state.az.us, and the House
Education Committee, chaired by state
Representative Mark Anderson, R-Mesa,
(602) 926-4467; E-mail:
manderso@azleg.state.az.us.

A measure (HCR 2049, HB
2710), entitled “Domestic Partnerships;
Responsibilities and Benefits,” had been
introduced, which would expand the
rights, same-sex couples in a committed
relationship would receive under state
law.

Close to two-dozen state Senators and
Representatives (both Republicans and
Democrats) signed onto the legislation
(HCR 2049, HB 2710) but again,
Republican House Speaker Jim Weiers
assigned the measure to two committees -
the House Human Services Committee,
chaired by Pete Hershberger, a Republi-
can from Tucson, (602) 926-5839, E-
mail: phershbe@azleg.state.az.us, and
the House Judiciary Committee, chaired
by Representative Eddie Farnsworth, R-
Mesa, (602) 926-5735, E-mail:

efarnswo@azleg.state.az.us.

"Standing In Support Of Equality,
Freedom & Fairness’

by Congressman Raul Grijalva

“Thank you all for being here. My
comments are brief and I thank you for
the opportunity to share these thoughts
with you. This issue truly is about
freedom and it is about calling upon our
nation to fully live up to our shared
values of equality, freedom and fairness.

“These values are the corner-
stone of what makes our nation unique
and they must be upheld if we are to be
the democracy we aspire to be.

“Same sex couples are second-
class couples in this country and in this
state. President Bush and his cronies on
the far right want to write this inequality
into the Constitution.

“This is un-American, unfair
and just plain wrong.

“I stand in support of fairness,
in support of equality, and in support of
the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgender (GLBT) Community.

“The GLBT community are my —————& . J 1 | | | L pance | J 11T 1
feseus 8

constituents, are taxpayers and are good
people who deserve the best that
America has to offer.

“Loving couples should not be
denied the freedom to marry just because
they are Gay.

“I have fought, and will
continue to fight, against discrimination
and in favor of freedom and equal
protection for all.

“Again thank you so much for
this opportunity to share my thoughts.”

[These were remarks delivered
at the Tucson & Allied Community
Rally for Civil Rights that took place
Sunday, February 13. Congressman
Grijalva was in Washington D.C.,
recovering from the flu, his aide
Michelle Crow, who read his remarks to
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WASHINGTON, D.C. - [Editor’s Note:
There has been a burgeoning scandal over
an individual given access to the White
House Press room whose name turned out
to be phony, as well as the news
organization the individual purported to
represent, as well as the individual’s
background. What follows is the story, by
many intrepid bloggers and Web sites who
turned up the information when the
individual issued a challenge to do so, and
the reasons behind the scandal: it’s more
than just sex.]

An unprecedented coalition of
citizen DailyKos diarists have recently
investigated and uncovered important
details regarding Talon News reporter,
James “J.D.” Guckert, otherwise known
as Jeff Gannon. These details, along with
other information reported by Media
Matters and other blog sites, have led to
Mr. Guckert’s resignation from his
position as Washington Bureau Chief for
Talon News, February 9, amid a flurry of
controversy.

Prompted by a January 26 report
by MediaMatters.org regarding Guckert’s
“softball” questions to White House Press
Secretary Scott McClellan and President
Bush, members of DailyKos began
investigating the matter.

The information uncovered by
this investigation was in the public
domain, readily available to anyone with
internet access. Much of the information
was derived from Guckert’s own sites
which he published himself on the
internet, or from comments he himself
posted on various sites.

In his Talon News profile,
Guckert claimed he had a degree in
Education from the “Pennsylvania State
University System.” His only journalistic
“experience” was his attendance at a $50,
two-day seminar from the Leadership
Institute Broadcast Journalism School.
The Leadership Institute describes its
mission as increasing “the number and
effectiveness of conservative public policy
leaders” and to “place conservative
leaders in the public policy process.”

Despite his lack of journalistic
experience, Guckert used an assumed
name and was granted access to the White
House briefing room. His application for
a press pass to the House and Senate
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The Gannon/Guckert Scandal - -
What Does It Really Mean?

galleries was rejected because Talon News
shares ownership with GOPUSA.com and
did not meet press pass standards. Yet
somehow he was still given a daily press
pass to White House briefings for almost
two years.

In a press briefing on February
10, McClellan claimed that Guckert was
granted White House access because he
“showed that he was representing a news
organization that published regularly.”
However, Talon News came into exist-
ence on March 29, 2003. It was granted
White House Press Corps access approxi-
mately 96 hours later. During that four-
day time period, Talon News published a
total of nine “stories.”

During briefings, Guckert’s ques-
tions frequently revealed not only his
conservative bias, but also a possible
coordination with McClellan. Guckert’s
questions were frequently leading, un-
abashedly partisan, and at times inflam-
matory. Moreover, Guckert apparently
had unprecedented access, and even
claimed at one point to be “entertaining
the Prime Minister of Great Britain.”

The researchers at DailyKos
discovered another issue that suggested
close coordination with the administra-
tion. According to the Washington Post,
Guckert may have had access to a leaked
internal CIA memo which revealed the
identity of Ambassador Joe Wilson’s wife,
Valerie Plame, then an undercover CIA
operative. In fact, because of his possible
tie to the leak, Guckert was subpoenaed to
testify in the federal grand jury investiga-
tion into the matter.

The Guckert scandal is yet
another example of the Bush
administration’s efforts to “plant” friendly
commentators and journalists in the
media to advance their political agenda
and manipulate the public. In the last
month, investigations have revealed that
in addition to having an illegitimate
conservative “reporter” in its press corps,
the Bush administration paid right-wing
commentator Armstrong Williams
$240,000 to advocate the No Child Left
Behind Act , even though previous to the
payments, he was publicly critical of the
policy. Williams has since admitted that
“there are others” paid by the government
to promote its agenda. The Bush
administration also paid right-wing
commentator Maggie Gallagher, who
claims no credentials as a marriage
expert, to promote its traditional marriage

agenda.
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Insurance & Financial Services Representative

EDITOR:

Gary Senglaub’s letter to the
observer regarding the more outlandish,
and might I say “expressively colorful”
behaviors, genuinely “queer” costumes,
or a near complete lack thereof, reflects a
position I myself took at one time.

Such an argument is based in the
presumption that people who object to
forms of personal expression outside their
cultural paradigm will object less if it is
more like themselves. One could advance
the argument that this form of self-
restraint could be likened to taking baby-
steps to acceptance. Such a stealthy and
fine-tuned approach, might gain a group
the social rank of first-class citizenry and
the subsequently deserved civil liberties.

This sounds very much like the
conversion of the constitutionally guaran-
teed civil rights to privileges contingent
upon a prevalent acceptable moral
standard. “If Johnny is a good boy and
wears his Easter suit and tie for grandma
(instead of the satin frock he covets) he
gets to keep the privilege mommy and
daddy deems appropriate.” Complying
really doesn’t make him less himself, does
it?

News flash, Mr. Senglaub, it
does! Denial of self-expression in the face
of unreasonable and constitutionally
supported civil rights is called “being in
the closet”. The celebration of life and the
diversity that occurs naturally within it is
both healthy for the individual as well as
the socio-political environment in which
it occurs. It is clearly evident that no
degree of attenuated behavior will make
this process any easier for those who need
to accept the facts, or those expressing
them. Could a black man in 1957 expected
to have gained any greater access to his
civil authority: by sounding less black, by
looking less black, by dressing less black;
or, by pretending that his socio-economic
status was unrelated to his race? Clearly,
for the comfort and preservation of the
status quo, all of the above might have
kept him out of jails; and at the back of the
bus. It goes without saying, however, that
no amount of being a good black would
have moved polite society off their
derriéres into validating his status of civil
and human equality. It took some pain for
the black people of America seeking the
rights of first-class citizenry, and a great
deal of action that many people said was
counter-productive, to gain the legislative
validation of their civil rights. Even today,
for many black people living in small
rural communities in the Deep South (my
ancestral home) civil rights are begrudg-
ingly and only tenuously supported by the
white, and notably right-wing, evangeli-
cal, republican majority. The language of
bigoted racism is alive and well. It will be
no different for Gays living in the small
towns of rural America, even with laws
enacted to protect them. It will take
courage and sacrifice to validate our civil
rights! It will take cojones, Mr. Senglaub;
something your letter recommends re-
moving.

Mr. Senglaub, I do understand that there
is a vast group of ignorant, religious
(quasi-spiritual), right-winged bigots who
use the colorful expression often found as
a part of Gay-celebrations as validation
for their neo-fascist agendas. I just moved
back to Tucson from seven long years in
Utah. You should look around you, Mr.
Senglaub. You in live in Bountiful, in the
shadow of a Mormon temple, well behind
the Zion Curtain, whose leadership drives
the language of hate into everyday life.
They have polluted the Boy Scouts of
America into an organization wherein
teaching little boys to hate themselves for
feeling Gay is within their bylaws. The
Gay population of Utah is very closeted.
Those that are not face being socially
ostracized, rejected by family, and

excommunicated by their church! In
Utah, adolescent boys are unrelentingly
indoctrinated to go on missions, return
and marry, and produce many children;
while playing among themselves in
secret, at rest areas, in parks, all the while
“appearing normal”. Your strategy has
failed in Utah. It has one of the country’s
most draconian social environments in
the entire western world! It is as well a
prime example of what happens when one
group is able to set the moral standards by
which all social liberties are granted.

Mr. Senglaub, wake-up! I would
not condemn the men and women in
traditional holiday parades across the
nation for dressing in outrageous cos-
tumes of a wide array, though I myself
would not find this either fun or
entertaining. I cannot, and neither should
you, find men in speedos, or drag queens
in fuchsia wigs and half the sequins in
North America any less acceptable in the
same contexts. I’'m not even sure you
realize that your right to express your
opinion, as you have, may depend in large
part upon some of the people you call big
city queers.

First and foremost we are all
human, in our diversity, in our expression
of that diversity, and in our fragile lives as
benefactors of that diversity. William
Shakespeare in his play, The Merchant of
Venice, made one of the best cases of this,
and I quote:

If you prick us, do we not bleed?
If you tickle us, do we not laugh? If you
poison us, do we not die? And if you
wrong us, shall we not revenge? If we are
like you in the rest, we will resemble you
in that. If a Jew wrong a Christian, what is
his humility? Revenge. If a Christian
wrong a Jew, what should his sufferance
be by Christian example? Why, revenge.
The villainy you teach me, I will execute,
and it shall go hard but I will better the
instruction.

Michael Jones
Tucson, AZ

(' COMMENTARY )

Continued from Page Nine

through and damage our community.

“No matter how alone or
frustrated you feel in the coming months,
know that we are all by your side, moving
people’s hearts and minds and keeping
this movement moving together, each in
our own important way.

“And we have to stick together
because it would be so easy for the pain
and frustration we feel to drive us apart.
And that is just what the people who are
proposing these amendments want—to
divide and conquer us.

“Everyone here today is a vital
part of a powerful long-term movement
for social justice—together we are making
history. Please know that there will be
future victories, and future defeats.

“But our victories will always
outweigh the defeats, because we are on
the side of love. Love can’t be defeated. If
we stay true to ourselves and our love, if
we stand together arm in arm, we are
undefeatable, no matter the outcome of
any vote.”
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Dear Dr. X,

What is with the bar scene here?
I just turned 21 and started going out
about six months ago. I though the Gay
bars would be full of hot, smart, single
guys like the ones in Phoenix. Not! Why
are the bars here so boring?

Signed, Not Amused
Dear Not,

I hate to be the one to burst your
bubble (that’s not really true—I really
kinda like it), but bars, Gay or straight, are
not always overflowing with prize catches
just waiting for you to arrive. There are
lost of great guys out there waiting to be
met, and some of them will be out at the
local bars. Lots of them will also be out
doing other things besides drinking and
dancing. My suggestion to you is to pick
some areas that interest you the most, and
then try to find other Gay men interested
in the same things. Tucson has many Gay
groups of both men and women that do
much more than go to clubs. Are you
interested in spiritual groups? Massage
groups? Singing?  Softball? Square
dancing? Bowling? Writing? Hiking?
Movies? Horse riding?

There are groups for both Gay
men and lesbians here in town that offer

all of the above, and more. If I were you,
I would cut your clubbing down to one or
two nights a week, and start exploring the
many different options that are out there.
And if you can’t find one that suits you,
start one. I’m sure there are lots of men
out there who are interested in the same
things you are.

And before I go, let me remind
you that there are vastly more groups out
there that are not only Gay focused.
Don’t forgo all of these just because they
don’t hold the promise of getting laid.
There is something to be said for having a
balance of friends both Gay and straight.
Be a part of these groups, as well as being
yourself. That is where real Gay pride is
shown—not by being Gay in a group of
Gays, but by being Gay in a group of
straights, and being proud of it.

Good luck, Dr. X

Dear Dr. X,

I hope you will answer this
letter, even though I am a woman. I read
you column every chance I get, and I
almost never see anything regarding
women. [ would like to know what the
chances of getting HIV from sex with
another woman are.

Signed, Leslie

Dear Les,

(Sorry, couldn’t help it) The
chances are pretty slim, though they are
there. First, your partner would need to be
HIV positive. Since HIV does not just drop
from the sky, in order to be transmitted,
one sex partner must be positive. If you are
at all unsure, you should both go get tested.

Next, lets talk about toys. If you
use toys during your sex play, the best
thing is to have your very own. Toys can
harbor small amounts of blood and
mucosal fluid in the small cracks and holes
they have in them, and pass it along to
another person. Though I don’t know of
any studies that prove just how long the
HIV virus can last on any given toy, there
is some evidence to show that it can live in
the bore of a needle for as long as two
weeks. If you must share toys, try putting
a condom on them before using them, and
use a fresh condom for each person/
session. (Also try putting a condom with
the tip cut off on your lube bottle. When
your done just throw it away, and you
won’t have to wash that slippery bottle.)
You can clean toys again by running them
through the dishwasher, or by hand
washing them with soap and hot water,
then dipping them in a mild solution of
bleach water. So, while it is not
impossible to spread HIV with toys, it is
better to have clean toys and be safe.

SYPHILIS 1s BACK!
&

HIV NEVER LEFT!

If you have had sex, you
could be at risk for Syphilis,
HIV and other STD’s.
Although, condoms used
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Lastly, let’s talk about oral sex.
This may be a bit graphic, so be warned.
Though many STD’s are easily spread
this way, HIV is not one of them. It is
exceedingly difficult to pass HIV orally,
since it is not in saliva. There would need
to be a passing of blood from the infected
person into the bloodstream of the non-
infected person through an open sore or
lesion. Not being a lesbian myself, I can
only suppose (and hope) that there are not
too many instances where two women
would have sex oral while one is bleeding
and the other has sores/lesions in her
mouth. Again, HIV transmission is not
impossible from oral sex, just highly
unlikely.

Hope this helps you out,
Dr. X

[Is there something you must
know? Advice you just can’t ask for from
YOUr imiittiaini e anadka Dr. X at
gmhp@saaf.org or mail them to SAAF/
GMHP, 375 S. Euclid, Tucson, AZ 85719.
You can also check out Dr. X online at

www.gmhp.org.]

Rally For
Fairness

Continued from Page One

something this rally started and will
finish, overcoming in November 2006.

Some of the groups and organi-
zations that endorsed the event were: First
Congregational United Church of Christ,
City of Tucson GLBT Commission,
Derechos Humanos, Food Not Bombs,
Arizona -ACLU, Women’s International
League for Peace and Freedom, Tucson
Observer, Arizona Leadership Institute,
Planned Parenthood of Southern Arizona,
Noetic Notions, Green Party of Pima
County, Desert Voices, Reveille Gay
Men’s Chorus, Arizona Human Rights
Fund, Tucson/Pima County Women’s
Commission, Tucson GLSEN, The Na-
tional Organization for Women -Tucson
Chapter, Stonewall Democrats, Las
Adelitas, SAAF and Wingspan.

To join ACF and fight the radical
right, call (520) 624-1779 or E-mail:

cathy@wingspan.org.

Ending the violence.

Wingspan launches the
Anti-Violence Project -

a community initiative

to assist leshian, gay,
bisexual and transgender
victims of discrimination,
domestic violence, sexual
assault and hate crimes.

o

Southern Arizona’s Lesbian,
(Gay, Bisexual & Transgender
Community Center

WWW.wingspan.org
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HOROSCOPES

Copyright 2005 Madame Lichtenstein

Feisty Mercury ambles into
dreamy Pisces, changing our minds like
the wind and encouraging us to focus on
new delicious obsessions. Feeling particu-
larly mouthy, comrade? You will soon
find out where you can shoot from the lip
or where it’s best to keep your mouth
tightly shut.

ARIES (MAR. 21 - APR. 20)
Perceptive Gay Rams intensify their
intuitive powers when Mercury enters
Pisces. Gaze deeply into your crystal ball
and see what the future reveals. And plan
accordingly. If your cosmic road is paved
with tacks, appease the goddesses by
generously volunteering time or money
for a worthy charity. It’s never too late to
pile on the good Gay karma and pay it
forward.

TAURUS (APR. 21 - MAY 21)

Queer Bulls feel a warm and affirming
surge with Mercury in Pisces. You have
your nose pressed to the pane and ache to
become a member of a certain exclusive
group. Thankfully, your ability to plan the
perfect social event helps you pry open
doors of opportunity everywhere. This is
great as long as you don’t open the door to
the Wildmon for President headquarters.

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21)

Grab for the professional gold ring when
Mercury enters Pisces. Strategic pink
Twins make their corporate presence
known in a non-threatening but impactful
way. Be the iron fist in a velvet glove.
Someone in upper management is
listening and looking out for you. Who
knows? You may just receive the key to
the senior staff washroom and it won’t be
to flush the toilets.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23)

Gay Crabs can plan an fabulous vacation
when Mercury enters Pisces. You're
hankering to expand your global Out-
reach. Use this creative time to find the
most exciting and Out-of-this-world
adventure. If money is tight, picture
yourself embarking on explorations closer
to home like an evening chock-a-block
with exotic tidbits - food, music and folks.
See where it goes.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG. 23)

Something pokes the smoldering embers
of your passion into a raging fire. Proud
Lions can use this romantic interlude to
lure any prey into their tender trap. Grrr.
Mercury in Pisces makes you energetic
and acrobatic. Remember, your thoughts
are only limited by your ..ahem...
creativity. What’s this I hear about a can
of baked beans, an egg timer and ball
point pen??

VIRGO (AUG. 24 - SEPT. 23)
Mercury in Pisces opens up the lines of
communications with partners. Got a
problem queer Virgin? Before you decide
to butt heads and make demands, use this
time of easy and diplomatic communica-
tion to grease the wheels of accord and not
skid off the road of domestic harmony.
Negotiate, don’t dominate. (Unless, of
course, you are mutually consenting
adults.)

LIBRA (SEPT. 24 - OCT. 23)

If you’ve been examining yourself
sideways in the mirror, chalk it up to
Mercury in Pisces. Proud Libras have a
way of secretly piling on the pounds with
their ongoing fine living and social
dining. Concentrate on revamping your
diet and exercise now. The possibilities
are endless even though swimsuit season

is now a happy dream. Perhaps you can
dream your way to Maui??

SCORPIO (OCT. 24 - NOV. 22)

Proud Scorps usually enjoy the occasional
mind game and now you can play to your
heart’s content. Mercury in Pisces
inspires you to apply creative thinking to
solve old intractable problems. Tickle
your Gay muse and see where it takes you.
Get your grey matter thinking in rainbow
colors. Don’t waste this fabulousness on
practical jokes, unless you expect to pull a
joker from the pack.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 23 - DEC. 22)
It’s easy for Gay Archers to avoid
discussing important issues with ho-
mophobic relatives but now is not the time
to take the easy route. Demand respect
while Mercury in Pisces provides a
combination of diplomacy and intuition.
Don’t drain yourself emotionally for those
sponges. Be your beautiful self. If others
don’t like it, that’s just tough. They will
have to adjust, not you.

CAPRICORN (DEC. 23 - JAN. 20)

If you are ready to let loose with an
opinion or five, thank Mercury in Pisces
which directs all your petty tantrums into
more productive outlets. Pink Caps are
not shy about expressing their opinions
and now you get a couple of important
folks to even listen to your pines and
whines. But allow the lines of communi-
cation to function in two directions. Seek
feedback as well as give it.

AQUARIUS (JAN. 21 - FEB. 19)
Aqueerians keep a beady eye on their
finances with Mercury in Pisces. This is
not a bad thing. In fact, this can be
especially profitable for those with a
particular interest or goal like retirement.
Talk to a financial advisor or do your own
fiscal homework. Gather all relevant facts
and read the fine print. There is
something about being a billionaire that
can jumpstart your social life.

PISCES (FEB. 20 - MAR. 20)

Mercury in your own sign gives your
thoughts and words powerful impact.
Blend that good fortune with the ability to
maneuver easily through any social circle
and your mission is abundantly clear; It is
time to move in new directions, launch
new projects and meet new people. You
have several weeks to chart your course
that will successfully carry you through

the rest of 2005.

‘Postcard’ Approved
Continued from Page Three
Fax: (602) 417-3129, Email:
tprezels@azleg.state.az.us.

Legislative District 30 - Rep.
Jonathan Paton (Rep.), Phone: (602) 926-
3235, Fax Number: (602) 417-3030, E-
mail: jpaton@azleg.state.az.us Rep.
Marian McClure (Rep.), Phone: (602)
926-3312, Fax: (602) 417- 3130, E-mail
mmececlure@azleg.state.az.us.

In 2004, another legislative
postcard in support of the proposed
Federal Marriage Amendment that would
have banned same-sex marriages, civil
unions and domestic partnerships was

defeated in the Arizona Senate.
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Steve Barreto
Loan Officer

7400 N. Oracle, Suite 115
Tucson, Arizona 85704

(520) 544-3999 Phone
(520) 544-6585 Direct
(520) 544-8004 Fax
(520 548-2381 Cellular

PETER M. SITTIG, Anaitor
Lsoadisncs i Sanecs
| 2155 WORTH COUSTHRY CLUA
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50% off
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TUCSON RESOURCES - TUCSON RESOURCES - TUCSON RESOURCES

THIS IS OUR 42nd YEAR. . .

Auto, Home, Condo. Renters.

Business, Life and Health & Bonds.

Personal Service and
T95-7737

the insurance house

2725 East Broadway
Tucson, AZ B5716

Great Rates

Best Choice Heufr;.r Ca

Steve Melton
Owner/Broker
Office: (S20) 670-9000
Pager: (520) 291-6500
Fax: (520) 670-9050

':Hun.l“-

[523 E. Broadway Tucson AZ 85719

CERTIFIED
PERSONAL TRAINER
Centrally Located

Private Gym
Call Andrew (520) 909-4649

ateve
~Redmond

REALTDRH

{(520) S48-2096

REALTOREGRI
(520} 906-8103

Iiu." Valley!

TucsﬂnFﬂnIhlllslel .com

PRESIDICH

Hadr Mail Tanndng Salan

Ed Thibseaiilt

A5 M Ahvarnan Wy
Tucson, A&F 85711

S0, 321. 900
SUN BURST AIR BRUSH TANMING
SAFE LY FREE TAHNING
CONVENTIOMAL B HIGH OUTPUT BEDS

Barbara Challenger

Gala and Special Events Coordinator

arnott

TUCSON
UNIVERSITY PARK
e ———
Marriott University Park
880 Fast 2nd Street

Tucson, AZ 85719

Telephone (520) 792 4100 Ext. 1004
Facsimile {520) 303 9906
barbara challanger@jhq.com

Eric [uesrusThnmpsﬂn LMSW, LISAC, CADAC

u:u_ Eost Gront Roat ; pong ;
FICE: 520-722-9631 « CELL: 520-272-46

.-_.- i

L.

i

e _Q,‘ lote of character

the item of
your cheice

with this

COUpOn.
lin-mnri ondg,
ond par customer)

Order any book in print
by phone or on our web gite:
www.antigonebnoka com

411 Morth 4th Avenue * Tucgan, A% * 792-27]

HILLMAN JEWELERS il

...Expressions in Geld

ESTHERMARIE HILLMAN
(520) 882-4084 (Shop)

(520) 628-8725 (Office}

CUSTOM JEWELRY & REPAIR
. By cppointment only

For all your
Jowelry needs

IkENE READ
REALTOR®
e ongrea oo rensr

CONFANY
DSRECT 1B20] BR-18T3
[T 225 -ETE4
WL |20 BE0-ET4d
TOLL FREE GEONN 2TE-EEN

ranar @ iongresty com

) E. BACADAAY BLD, 5T 100
TLCSOR, AT BETIA

STEVEN M, MolARRIGLE, ABR

{320 247-63535 CELLLLAR
FE0) TH9-RUES BLSINESS
R0 T93-9% 16 TOHL FRE]
X0 T4O-RU2E FAN

smegarmigle® chancoe

S5, NI
=
BANRER O =
1] By Ny ': L4 .I

DUI CE NS SR-22
(INE LERCEINSURAcy

888-8888

AUTO, LIFE, HOME, MEDICAL
CORMERCIAL, PROPERTIES, CONTRACTORS BONDINGS

TORTUGA RUA

Men's Bed & Breakfast

2800 East River Road
Tucson, Arizona 85718

520.577.6822
800.467.6822

redtrti@tortugaroja.com
www.tortugaroja.com

PM Tech Support
Computer Tech Support Day & Might

Paul Pearson

Computer Technician / Solutions Advisor

Windows / Networking
Intarmet / AL
Hardware / Software

24 Hour Hotline: 520-990-4655

Email: paulhpearson@yahoo.com

A Day 'N' Night Spa
For The Quean In All Of Us

Sean Kennedy
DERMALOGICA CERTIFIED
Dermal Therapist

3816 East Ft. Lowell

Tucson, Az B5712

Phape: 520

Cell: 520-907-6

E-mail: lov2ewrtho

Speedway Veterinary Hospital, Inc
/

Kayla R. Boyer, DVM

Small Animal Veterinarian

(520) 321-4235
3736 E. Spcedway Blvd.. Tucson, AZ 85716
www.speedwayvet.com

A. Michael Hutchins, Ph.D.

Counseling - Psychotherapy - Consulting

6812 North Oracle Rd. Suite 100
Tucson, Arizona 85704 520-797-2117

FSYCHQTHERAPY FOR CHILDREN, FAMILIES & ADULTS

RICH MUSZYNSKI Ph.D.

LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST

4440 N. Campbell At River Rd.
PO. Box 65840
Tucson, AZ 85728

Phone: 906-7048
Fax: 299-0712

Jerry b
Artist, Writer
(%20] 190-3825

folabazo Productions

PO Bax 22285
Tuczon, AL BET34

Ew..nq@ for Book, Grift, Stoge. Screen & Song r{ﬁ
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MEET HERE

CASUAL = INTIMATE « JUST FUN /4

To find YOUR LOF‘

(602)993 4567
(480)/505%1011
1623)298-3500

FREE/CODE 3835

888) MegaMates

ALWAYS FREE TO BROWSE & REPLY TO ADS
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CLASSIFIED ADS ARE 25¢ PER WORD, $5.00 MINIMUM
CLASSIFIED ADS WILL NOT BE TAKEN BY PHONE

SERVICES )

{ SERVICES

INTERIOR PAINTING: A WALL, A
ROOM OR THE WHOLE HOUSE.
PH.293-2629 1073

SENSUOUS/EROTIC MEN’S FULL
BODY MASSAGE. “Quickies” &
Outcalls!  Experienced.  Satisfaction
guaranteed. Tucson’$ Be$t Deal. $45/h+/
hour. Evenings/Weekends Only. John,
327-3135. 1074

RELAX WITH A FULL BODY MAS-
SAGE FOR MEN in a private studio on
the West Side. Call Ralph, 883-74 96.

1070
END BACK PAIN. The back solution,
massage and bodywork. 15 years
experience. Tension Erasure - Stress
Reduction - Relax for Health. Abe 294-
4810 1068..

TENSE? STRESSED OUT? Relax for an
hour with a full body rub by Frank.
Private studio, off-street parking. 548-
7019 days, evenings. 1073

FULL BODY SWEDISH MASSAGE
FOR MEN. Best rates in Tucson!
Speedway and Swan area. IN and OUT
calls. 7 days. 548-6314 1074

Tucson
520-202- 0022

Phoenix
602-765-8888

[

FREE
TRIAL

Code: 8087

www.InteractiveMale.com 18+

Other Local #'s
1-800-777-8000

Who'’s Waiting for You?

Live LocAL MEN

ENJOY A NICE TOUCH. Attractive
man offers a sensuous, relaxing massage.
10am - 8 p.m. 745-0231 1073

KNEADING TENSE SORE MUSCLES
in relaxing central location. Nurturing,
stress relief body rub. Affordable. 326-
8226 1069..
BASIC THAI, DEEP TISSUE OR
RELAXING MASSAGE by a trained,
caring male. . Often at a moments notice.
First Time Discount! (520) 730-7966.
1096

EXPERIENCE YOUR BODY ELEC-
TRIC IN A DYNAMIC WAY with
Tantric Therapeutic Massage. Feel alive
with the quality of 22 years of Professional
Experience. Strong but gentle hands to
soothe your spirit Plan ahead. Marc 881-
4582 by appointment. 1075

ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS
Let me keep your clothes fitting properly
and in good repair. Experienced --
Economical -- Prompt. Merle Hudson,
(520)888-7264 in Tucson. 1074

Housewives Star
Denies Lesbian Rumors

NEW YORK - Marcia Cross is making it
clear that while she’s no desperate
housewife, she’s not Gay, either. The
“Desperate Housewives” star said she
wasn’t a Lesbian after “The View” co-
host Barbara Walters questioned her
Wednesday, February 9, on rumors
regarding her sexuality, the PlanetOut
Network reported.

“I’m not,” said Cross.

She wondered how the rumors
had gotten started.

“Well, it was very odd,” said
Cross. “And I, I just assumed this is what
comes of being 42 and single. I don’t
know if they just needed to find a reason
why I wasn’t married.”

Cross’ publicist had earlier
released a statement denying the reports.

The actress was filling in for
“The View” co-host Meredith Vieira.
Each day, a different star from “Desperate
Housewives” has been a guest host on the
ABC daytime talk show while it airs from
Los Angeles.

Cross said she didn’t know what
all the fuss was about.

“I do think it was really weird,
though, that there was all this curiosity
about something, like that — about
sexuality,” she said. “And I thought what
a world we live in that that’s so
important.”

B

Play
Safc'
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 16

#1 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Join Terry for
Canasta. If you don’t know how to play, we’ll be glad
to teach you. For reservations and directions, please
call Terry at 577-2396.

#2 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. The Circle of Men is
a support group that helps you deal with yourself and
your relationships with others. For directions and
reservations, please call David and Daniel at 579-
9763.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17

Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Join Merlin and Lee
for an evening of Charades. Come and put your acting/
miming skills to the test. For directions and
reservations, please call Lee and Merlin at 207-5336.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18

Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Join Karol for
Dessert and a Movie. Karol will make several mouth
watering desserts for you to enjoy. Then follow it up
with a movie. This month’s feature is 1981’s “SOB”,
starring Julie Andrews and William Holden. For
reservations and directions, please call Karol at 744-
9017.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19

“De Ambiente” is hosting a gathering at Reid Park for
a Picnic/BBQ from 2 to 6 p.m. De Ambiente is a
project of Southern Arizona AIDS Foundation
(SAAF) and it serves the Hispanic community with
pride. The picnic will be at Ramada #6 located off of
227 Street across from McDonald’s.  For more
information call 628-7233 ask for Sotero or Paco.

#1 Join Jack & Mike and Ed & Marcus for a morning
of Volleyball. This is played for fun, and you’ll get to
know some nice guys as you play. For details and
directions, please call Mike/Jack at 881-5733 or
Marcus/Ed at 407-5733.

#2 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Steve hosts Pinochle
Night. If you don’t know how to play, but would like to
learn, this is the place. For more information, please
call Steve at 664-2076.

#1 -Tucson Prime Timers, Lunch/Business Meeting -
Noon, Home Town Buffet, 5101 N. Oracle Rd.

#2 -Tucson Prime Timers, Food & Drinks- 5:00 p.m.
Woody’s, 3710 N. Oracle Rd.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20

3-5 p.m. the new Men’s Tantric Massage Group is a
great way to meet men and have clean, safe erotic fun.
Non sexual. Call Marc in advance at 881-4582 for
information and to sign up. We have been doing this
group for 15 years. Small fee

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 21

#1. Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Join us for the
“putting out the Newsletter” Night. For reservations
and directions, please call Arlan at 323-7414.

#2. Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:30 p.m. Join us for the MSN
Premiere of “Unconditional Love” starring Kathy
Bates and Rupert Everett (after Newsletter Night). For
reservations and directions, please call Arlan at 323-
7414.

Tucson Prime Timers, Lunch — 12:30 p.m., The
Wildcat House1800 N. Stone Ave.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 22

#1 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. The Circle of Men is
a support group that helps you deal with yourself and
your relationships with others. For directions and
reservations, please call Tom at 591-2828.

FEBRUARY 16, 2005

#2 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Join the men of MSN for
an evening out at Rainbow Planet Coffee House. This is a
chance to have a cup of coffee and chat with the men of
MSN. For more information, please contact Ray at 247-
2716.

#3 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Perry hosts Bridge
Night. If you don’t know how to play, they’ll teach you-and
it’s a very relaxed atmosphere. For reservations and
directions, please call Perry at 321-4387.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 16
IBT’S - The “DivaLicious Show” hosted by Bunny FuFu.
Showtime 9:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19
COLORS - Cabaret with Tabatha Lovall at 10:00 p.m.
Specials guests Bunny FuFu and Fulta Burstyn.

YARD DOG SALOON - Prime Rib Dinner with
Champagne and all the trimmings. $8.00. Starting at 7:00
p.m.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20

COLORS - Academy Awards Party 6:00 p.m. Come
dressed as your favorite celebrity. Drink & Dinner
specials. Prizes.

MARCH 18-19-20
VENTURE-N - Hides of March is coming up. Mark your
calendars. Always a big event here each year.

SUNDAY

COLORS - Fabulous Brunch 1lam - 2pm with
complimentary mimosa. Dinner 5-10pm..

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 10:30 am.
Chuckwagon Breakfast 10:30 am — 1:30 pm, includes Bloody
Mary or Mimosa. $2 Smirnoff Sunday.

IBT’s -Open Noon. $1.75 Bloodys, Screws or mimosas.
til 4pm 4-7:30 Karaoke with Michael D. on the patio 5:30-8
Benefit BBQ for community organizations 7:30-2Am Dance with
David Z.All drink specials not available during special events

VENTURE-N - Open 10am. Patio open 3pm. $1.75
Bloody Marys or Screws til 3pm Patio Beer Bust 3-7.Burger BBQ
5-7. Selection of burger meats to choose from. $2 proceeds go to
Pet Watch (helping HIV/AIDS clients with their veterinary bills).

WOODY’S - Open 11am. Sunday Brunch 11:30 - 2:30.
Eggs and meat du jour plus BMs, Mims or Screws $5. $1.50
Bloody Marys, screwdrivers, Mimosas; Happy Hour 11am-8pm.
Patio Bar open 5-close. Pick-up Beach Volleyball games 5-?.
$2.50 sirloin burger w/salad 5-9pm. Karaoke with Michael D.
9pm

YARD DOG - Open Sundays 10am - lam. Bloody
Marys or Screwdrivers $1.75 from 10am - 3pm.

MONDAY

COLORS - Open 1lam for lunch; 5pm for dinner.
Happy Hour 4-7pm. Domestic beer and well cocktails $2.25

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy Hour
3 —8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm pitchers, $5
lg pitchers. Monday Munchies 3 — 8 pm with reduced prices on
appetizers - best deal in town.

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-7pm, Audio
Anomoly 9pm-2am with DJ Trinidad, 10pm-2am $1.50 well
vodka drinks, All drink specials not available during special
events.

VENTURE-N - Open 8am. Patio 6pm. Free pool til
4pm. $2.75 Skyy Martinis 4-8. Free Hot Dogs.

WOODY’S - Open 10am. Special Happy Hour 10am-
2pm. Regular Happy Hour 2-8. Karaoke w/Michael D. 9-1

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am. 50¢ off any Scotch until
7pm. Beer Bust 3-7pm.

TUESDAY

COLORS - Open 11am for lunch, Spm dinner. Happy
Hour 4-7pm. Domestic beers and well cocktails $2.25. Karaoke
10:30pm to close w/Johnny DJ.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy Hour
3 —8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm pitchers, $5
lg pitchers. Tequila Tuesday: $2.00 well margaritas, 50¢ off call
tequilas. Karaoke Debbie 8-midnight. IBT’s - Open Noon.
Happy Hour Noon-7pm, Tropical Tuesdays $2.50 Tropical drinks
and DJ Q playing Retro Music 70’s, 80’s and 90’s 9pm-close, All
drink specials not available during special events.

VENTURE-N - Open 8am. Patio 6pm. Free Pool til
4pm.

WOODY’S - Open 10am. Special Happy Hour 10am-

WEEKLY OBSERVER

2pm. Regular Happy Hour 2-8. Bartender Calls It drink
specials..

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am.50¢ off any
Tequila until 7pm Beer Bust 3-7pm.

WEDNESDAY

COLORS - Open 11am for lunch; S5pm dinner.
Happy Hour 4-7pm Domestic Beers or Well cocktails
$2.25.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm.
Happy Hour 3 — 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks &
pints, $3 sm pitchers, $5 lg pitchers. Free Pool all day.
Draught Beer Specials all day. Beginning couples dance
lessons with Amanda 7:30 — 8:30 pm. Country DJ Jake
plays 8:30 - close

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-7pm,
9pm “Diva-Licious” show w/ Bunny Fu Fu. HiNrgy
dance with DJ Q, All drink specials not available during
special events.

VENTURE-N - Open 8am. Patio 6pm. Free
Pool til 4pm. Draft Special 12-4pm. $2.75 Cuervo
Margaritas 4-8pm

WOODY'’S - Open 10am. Special Happy Hour
10am-2pm. Regular Happy Hour 2-8. Free Hot Dog
Buffet 5-11pm. Underwear- fetish- leather nite w/Gary
and Chris with GMHP. $1 off any drink or bottled
beer.(Excludes draft & schnapps) for all in leather or
underwear.

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am.50¢ off any
Vodka until 7pm Beer Bust 3-7pm.

THURSDAY

COLORS - Open 11am for lunch, 5pm dinner.
4-7pm Happy Hour Domestic Beers or Well cocktails
$2.25. Karaoke 10:30 - close with Johnny DJ.

HOWL AT THE MOON —Open at 3 pm.
Happy Hour 3 — 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks &
pints, $3 sm pitchers, $5 lg pitchers. $2.00 Mexican
Beers all day. Karaoke with Debbie from 8 to midnight.

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-7pm,
Tricked Out Thursday with your Bartenders in their
undies and DJ Mike Lopez spinning Top 40 & All request
$1.75 Long Islands and $1.50 Cocksucker shots 10pm-
2am, All drink specials not available during special
events.

VENTURE-N - Open 8am. Patio open 6pm.
Free Pool til 4pm. Pool Tourney 7pm. $3 entry. Special
prices for players. Steak Nite (4th Thursday of each
month). Bring your own or get it here $5.

WOODY’S - Open 10am.Special Happy Hour
10am-2pm. Regular Happy Hour 2-8. Free Pool 8 to
close. Volleyball Court is Open. See bartender.

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am.50¢ off any
Bourbon til 7pm. Beer Bust 3-7pm.

FRIDAY

COLORS - Open 11am for lunch. Dinner 5-
10pm. Happy Hour 4-7pm domestic beers or well
cocktails $2.25.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm.
Happy Hour 3 — 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks &
pints, $3 sm pitchers, $5 Ig pitchers. Line Dance Lessons
7:30 to 8:30 pm. DJ Pat plays your country dance songs
8:30-midnight then a mix of dance and country until
close. Kitchen open 10pm-2am for late night munchies.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-7pm,
Live Jazz on the Patio with Susan 6pm-9pm, Hot Dance
with David Z from 9pm-2am, All drink specials not
available during special events.

VENTURE-N - Open 8am. Patio open 6pm.
Free Pool til 4pm. DJ 9pm to close.

WOODY'’S - 10am.Special Happy Hour 10am-
2pm. Regular Happy Hour 2-8. Martini Party - Well
Martini’s $2.00 3-4pm. Call Martinis $3 from 3-4pm.
Complimentary Shrimp Cocktail 4-8pm. Patio Bar Open
7pm - midnight.

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am.50¢ off any Gin
until 7pm. Beer Bust 3-7pm. Kennel open 9pm.

SATURDAY

COLORS - Open 11am for lunch; 5-10pm full
dinner.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 10:30 am.
Happy Hour 3 — 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks &
pints, $3 sm pitchers, $5 lg pitchers. $3.00 Burger &
Fries all day. DJ playing your favorite country songs
8:30-midnight then ‘anything goes’ requests until close.
Kitchen open 10pm-2am for late night munchies.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-7pm,
8:30pm Show time w/ Ajia Simone or Janee Starr, Circuit
Saturday’s with DJ Q spinning Hot Club Music. All drink
specials not available during special events.

VENTURE-N - Open 10am. Patio Bar open
3pm. Patio Beer Bust 3-7pm. DJ 9-1.

WOODY'’S - Open 10am. Special Happy Hour
10am-2pm. Regular Happy Hour 2-8. Patio Bar opens
Spm. 5-9pm Steak or Mahi Mahi BBQ with all the
trimmings $5, Live Jazz with Arthur Migliazza 6-9pm.

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am. Beer Bust 3-
Tpm. 75¢ glass, $2.25 pitcher. 50¢ off any Rum 1pm
to 7pm. Beer Bust 3-7pm. Kennel Open 9pm.
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NOTICES - COMMUNITY - NOTICES

HALLELUJAH RECOVERY DRUG &
ALCOHOL 12-STEP. Every Thursday 5:30-
6:30pm at Cornerstone Fellowship, 2902 N.
Geronimo. 622-4626.

SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE
CLINIC provided daily by the Pima County
Health Department. Gay friendly. Confiden-
tial. Treatment and Medication too! Any
questions? Call 624-8272

SOUTHERN ARIZONA AIDS FOUNDA-
TION (SAAF), 375 S. EUCLID. Office Hours
8am to 5pm, Monday through Friday. Direct
services and emotional support for persons
with and affected by HIV. Anonymous HIV
testing and support groups available. Preven-
tion education programs. 628-SAAF (7223).
World wide web: http://www.saaf.org. VOL-
UNTEERS WELCOME.

LESBIAN SUPPORT GROUP. Involving
discussion, support and activities. Designed to
support each other. Meets 1st & 3rd Tuesday
of each month from 6:30 to 8pm. Alternate
Saturdays the group meets for social activities.
For info call Dorian Easty. 882-7723
Facilitator.

P.F.L.A.G. - Parents and Friends of Lesbians
and Gays - is a support group available to
anyone who has a son, daughter or friend who
is Gay. Call 575-8660 or write P.O. Box
36264, Tucson, AZ 85740-6264. All replies
confidential.

TUCSON GLBT AL-ANON GROUP meets
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. at Wingspan, 300 E.
6th Street. Call 624-1779 for more info.

YOUNG AND GAY?

GLBT Youth 23 and under, meet every
Saturday in Tucson for sharing, support and
information. Meetings are held at 300 E. 6th
Street from 3 to 4:30 pm. You are not alone.
For more info call Wingspan, 624-1779.

The TUCSON Chapter of PRIME TIMERS
WORLDWIDE invites Gay or Bisexual men
and their admirers to join and share Prime
Timers fellowship. We welcome mature men
(and admirers) who wish to become involved
with planned and future Prime Timers (TPT)
activities. Meetings luncheons and dinners
are held monthly. For dates, times and
information call 529-2269, leave name and
phone number. Tucsonpt@primetimersww,org

TUCSON GAY INFORMATION
AND REFERRAL
For Information on human service organiza-
tions, health and mental health services,
financial and government assistance, emer-
gency services such as food and shelter,
education, etc. Call Information and Referral
881-1794 - 8 am - 5 pm Mon. - Fri.

AIDS HOTLINE - 326-AIDS. Hours M-F, 9:00
amto 10:00 pm. Information, counseling, HIV-
related services, Tucson.

GAY OR BI-SEXUAL MEN in relationships
with women. Need friends you can talk to?
Weekly support group meets Wednesdays 6:30
- 8:00 pm. Licensed psychologist facilitator.
Call 745-6977 in Tucson for more information.
Strictly confidential.

WINGSPAN - Tucson’s Gay, Lesbian &
Bisexual Community Center, 300 E. 6th St.,
offers support groups / info line / social events
/ library / meeting space. Volunteer Opportu-
nities. Board meetings every 2nd Thursday
(open to all), 6:00 p.m. Information 624-1779.

GREATER PHOENIX GAY & LESBIAN
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (GPGLCC)
P.0. BOX 2097, Phoenix, AZ 85001-2097. E-
mail: webmaster@gpglcc.org or call (602)225-
8444,

SOURCES UNLIMITED, a Lesbian & Gay
referral service. Business and individual
listings are free of charge. All information
available to anyone just simply by asking. 322-
5655. Leave msg. TucsonSources@aol.com

GAY COWBOY CLUB - Nationwide
Personal Ads. Admirers welcome too. Send
stamp for information: Mavericks, Box 9543,
Santa Fe, NM 87504.

TNTucsonMEN, a nudist Gay men’s club. We
are a social and recreational group. By the way
the TN means Totally Naked! Drop us an e-
mail at TNTucsonMEN@nethere,com

INNER WISDOM - Try hypnotherapy for pain
relief, past life exploration and addiction
release. Also available: Spiritual Counseling
and Dream Interpretation. 579-9020

BEARS OF THE OLD PUEBLO — a social
club for bears and bigger, more robust men

(and of course, those who prefer their
company). For more info, Call the Bears
Hotliine (520)790-5775 or write P.O. Box
43910, Tucson, AZ 85733-3910 of visit our
website at www.botop.com All are welcome to
our general meetings/potlucks on the 2nd
Friday of every month, 7pm at Sentinel Bldg.
On the City of Tucson Resource Campus, 310
N. Commerce Park Loop on Bonita St. between
St. Marys and Congress.

LAMBDA CAR CLUB, a social organization
of Gays and Lesbians who share interest,
information and fellowship involving all cars
and trucks. New Southern Arizona Region now
in Tucson. Call the Hotline at 888-5541

LESBIAN AND GAY AL-ANON - Affected by
someone’s drinking? Meeting every Tuesday
8:45 to 9:45 p.m. at Lambda Center, 2940 E.
Thomas, Phoenix. Ellie 581-8850 or Ronn 968-
2384.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE GROUP - Outreach to
Gay and Lesbian people in Arizona. Meets
monthly. Write to P.O. Box 893, Phoenix, AZ
85001 or call Eddy Walters, (602)371-1102

CRONIES SOCIAL GROUP. A Social group
for Gay men who enjoy the fellowship of their
peers. Call Leo at 624-6768.

T-SQUARES Lesbian and Gay square dance
club meets every Tuesday from 6:30-9:00 p.m.
at Cornerstone Fellowship Social Hall, 2902 N.
Geronimo (near 1st Ave. and Laguna). Open to
All. Call Liz at 325-9466 or Ray at 749-5247.

LIGHTNING LIGHTING will provide lighting
for AIDS and related benefits at no charge. For
more info call Adrienne at 889-7298.

COME EXPLORE YOUR SPIRITUALITY!
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal Church
offers a variety of Gay and Lesbian groups and
services for the spiritually minded. Come meet
the Family! For more information call Debbie
579-9827 or David 323-7943.

LESBIAN/GAY WRITERS: Workshop at 7:00
p.m. third Wednesday of every month. Read
and critique current projects. Network and
support. For info call 325-4737.

DESERT VOICES, Tucson’s Gay, Lesbian,
Bisexual, Transgender and Straight Chorus,
has been singing songs of pride, hope and
laughter for 16 seasons. Check out our website
at www.desertvoices.org, or call (520)791-
9662 for information about upcoming concerts
or how to join.

Join the LESBIAN & GAY PUBLIC
AWARENESS PROJECT. In Tucson write
Awareness Project, 3661 N. Campbell Ave.
#365, Tucson, AZ 85719.

AA Meeting with HIV/AIDS focus, Wednes-
days, 7:30 p.m., Wingspan Annex, 739 N. 4th
Ave. All alcoholics welcome.

MEN’S SOCIAL NETWORK: Social organi-
zation for men of all ages. Building an extended
Gay family in Tucson. Monthly social potluck
gatherings the first Saturday of each month and
almost weekly social activities. Call Jerry at
690-9565 for information and a newsletter.
Check the Non-Bar Calendar in the Observer.

CARE TEAMS ARE AVAILABLE to offer
support to people living with HIV/AIDS. The
Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS Network offers
trained, compassionate and committed volun-
teers to provide services including friendly
visits, light housekeeping, assistance with
meals, shopping, errands, transportation and
companionship for medical appointments, and
respite care for primary care givers. No
judgement or proselytizing - we are here to be
of service. For info call Scott at 299-6647.

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT SPORTS
TEAMS and updates on Gay Games 2002,
contract TEAM ARIZONA at their website:
teamarizona.org

ARE YOU GAY OR BISEXUAL AND
UNDER 21 YEARS OF AGE? The Gay Young
Men’s Project is now looking for volunteers for
the project. We need people who want to help
create a positive social change for young Gay
men as well as reduce the risk for HIV
infection. For more information please call
628-7223.

THE MEN’S MASSAGE GROUP meets the
3rd Sunday of each month. It is a good way to
meet other men of all ages, safely, and with the
art of nurturing touch. There is a fee. You must
sign up in advance to participate. Call Marc at
881-4582 for more information or sign up.

COMMUNITY BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
(CBA), Tucson’s Gay and Lesbian business

networking group holds regular meetings the
third Thursday of every month. Call 615-6436
for more info.

TUCSON PRIDE, INC. (Formerly Tucson
Lesbian and Gay Alliance - TLGA) meets on
the second Tuesday at 845 S. Craycroft Road
at 6pm. Tucson Pride events: Pride Week,
Gay West and OUToberFEST. Inquiries
about support groups and individual needs
should be directed to Wingspan and other
local agencies listed here. For more
information call 622-3200 or visit the TPI
website at www.tucsonpride.com

LEARN TO BE A LISTENING FRIEND
Unique Hospital Volunteer Program teaches
listening skills to Volunteers who provide a
safe/compassionate environment to at-risk
patients. Training every 6 weeks. 694-7063.

TUCSON INTERFAITH HIV/AIDS NET-
WORK (TIHAN), a coalition of faith
communities committed to a compassionate
response to HIV/AIDS, provides HIV
education in congregational settings, volun-
teer CareTeams to support HIV+ persons, a
referral network of HIV-sensitive clergy, and
interfaith services of healing and hope. For
more information call 299-6647.

ANONYMOUS HIV COUNSELING AND
TESTING is available through the Pima
County Health Department at sites throughout
Tucson, Very Gay Friendly. For more
information or to make an appointment call
791-7676.

GRACE GROUP - CATHOLIC GAY/
LESBIAN SUPPORT GROUP meets every
2nd and 4th Monday at 7:30 p.m. in the
Madonna Hall at Saints Peter and Paul
Catholic Church, 1436 N. Campbell across
from University Hospital. For more info. Call
Anabeli at 325-0892

SMART (Self Management And Recovery
Training) a free non-12-step self-help
alternative for people working to overcome
addictive and other emotional problems meets
in Tucson Monday thru Thursdays at different
locations. For more information about
SMART, contact Jennifer at 838-3975.

AZdykes is a new email list for Lesbians
living in Arizona. For information mail
tyan@theriver.com and request guidelines.

OUTLOUD! Tucson’s premiere Local Les-
bian and Gay Radio Show, broadcast every
Sunday from 7-8 pm on 91.3 FM, Community
Radio KXCI.

THEATER / DINNER / ETC! Non-Smoking
Lesbian Network meets every 3rd Saturday
night of each month. If you’d like to meet
women 35+ (flexible) and socialize in a
smoke-free environment 888-8010 before
10:00 p.m. The group dines out and attends
shows or movies. Now in their 16th year! (2nd
in Tucson).

SOUTHERN ARIZONA GENDER ALLI-
ANCE (SAGA). The Southwest’s largest
transgender and gender-variant advocacy
organization. Speakers and panelists
available. General meetings monthly on the
I** Mondays at 7pm; Dezert Girlz MTF
Support) meets 2™ Mondays at 7pm; Dezert
Boyz (FTM Support) meets 3™ Tuesdays at
7pm. Also serving partners, youth, intersex,
service providers and allies. Call (520)867-
0083 for more info.

EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT GROUP FOR
ALTERNATIVE LIFESTYLES. Not a dating
club. Discreet. Meetings every Monday
evening. Call for more info. APEX (Arizona
Power Exchange) 602-415-1123. 24-hr multi-
choice message including information, calen-
dar and location.

ARIZONA AIDS POLICY ALLIANCE
(AZAPA) seeks to educate legislators and
citizens about sound AIDS policy. For more
information write AZAPA, 6523 N. 14th St.,
#112, Phoenix, AZ 85014 or call 602-279-
4805.

DESERT DOMINION, whose focus is
providing information and education for
people interested in the BDSM lifestyle,
meets monthly for group discussion and social

events. Web: http://www.desertdominion.org
or call (520)792-6424

SEXUAL ASSAULT SURVIVORS. Starting
this February, the Tucson Rape crisis Center
will be providing free confidential group
services for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender survivors of all manner of sexual
assault. Interested persons please call Mirto
Stone, MSW, at 327-1171 (if unavailable
leave message with phone number.

AAPSP - ARIZONA ASSOCIATION OF
PUBLIC SAFETY PROFESSIONALS: a
confidential organization committed to provid-
ing support and networking for all Gay,
Lesbian and Bisexual public safety profession-
als in Arizona. Membership open to Law
Enforcement Officers, Firefighters, Probation,
Parole and Corrections Officers and civilians
working within these agencies. Website:
AAPSP.org or e-mail: AAPSP@aol.com or
call Dave (520)745-9059 (Tucson) or Kim
(602)534-6219 (Phoenix)

GLSEN - Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education
Network meets first Thursday of every month
at4:30pm at Wingspan, 300 E. 6th Street. 743-
4800.

TUCSON CATHOLIC GAY & LESBIAN
FAMILY MINISTRY. Currently meeting the
4th Monday of every month at SS Peter & Paul
Church, Madonna Hall 7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Fr. Fiedler in attendance every meeting and
willing to speak one on one. Reaching out to
Parents and Families. For more info call Doc
or Barbara 293-6624.

SAA (Sex Addicts Anonymous) has 5
meetings a week in Tucson. People who wish
to stop their compulsive sexual behavior,
please call (520) 745-0775 for current info.

TUCSON GREATER SOFTBALL ASSO-
CIATION. Interested? Call Kelly Quinn,
(520)906-0669 and or Mona Garcia 256-8728.

LUTHERANS CONCERNED — Tucson
chapter for Gay/Lesbian Lutherans meets 3rd
Sunday, 6:30 p.m. each month at Santa Cruz
Lutheran Church, 6809 S. Cardinal Ave. For
information visit www.lctucson.org write: LC,
7014 E. Golf Links Road, PMB 212, Tucson,
AZ 85730.

ABUSIVE RELATIONSHIPS: Confidential
individual or group support for Gay, Bisexual
or Trans men who are victims/survivors of
domestic violence. For more information call
624-0348 (24-hour line)

REVEILLE GAY MEN’S CHORUS rehearses
Tuesdays 7-10pm at MCC Church, 3269 N.
Mountain. Have any history/ experience
singing? Join us!! Call 617-3100 for more info.

“OUT ON THE TRAILS - EQUESTRIAN
FUN!”

Rider Club forming. Looking for women and
men to ride together on the trails of Southern
Arizona. Must have own horse, truck and
trailer. For more info write: “Out On The
Trails” P.O. Box 44045, Tucson, AZ 85733-
4045

LIKE TO READ?

The Guys Book Club (TGBC) invites new
members to join them. The group meets once a
month, on the 3rd Monday of every month at
6:30 p.m. at Magpie’s Pizza on 4th Avenue to
discuss the Gay-themed book read by members
the previous month.

THE MAN TO MAN Social/erotic education
club is the tantric men’s group that offers
passionate friendships, fun activities and sex
education. Marc 881-4582

GLBT Buddhist meditation group meets
Sundays from 9:30 - 11:00 a.m. at the
Wingspan annex space, 739 N. 4th Ave. Please
be willing to sit for two twenty minute sessions
in silence. All are welcome.

LGBT SUPPORT GROUP FOR VICTIM/
SURVIVORS OF

Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, Hate
Crimes, Bias Acts, Harassment. Call Lori at
Wingspan, 624-1779, ext. 20. Services are
free.

NEW TUCSON SOBRIETY SUPPORT
GROUP. Secular Organizations for Sobriety -
Sundays 8:00 - 9:30 p.m. at 739 N. 4" Avenue.
Contacts Rick R. 520-792-2604 or Gary S.
520-323-1969. More information at
www.secularhumanism.org/sos/ This group is
an alternative to 12-step programs.

MEN’S KINK DISCUSSION GROUP (Open
to all who identify as male and are 118 or
older). 7:00 p.m. at Desert Dominion, 3843 E.
37" Street, Tucson, AZ. (Map at
www.desertdominion,org) For those who are
kinky or just curious. No fee, contributions are
appreciated, but not required

GET NAKED with TNTucson MEN! We’re a
social and recreational club. Have you ever
longed to camp, swim, hike or play with others
who enjoy the same, dropping all the masks,
pretensions? TNTucsonMEN@nethere.com
P.O. Box 12176, Tucson 85792 or call 514-
9894

DESERT PRIDE - Your store for Gay Pride and more!

611 N. Fourth Avenue, Tucson, AZ 85705 (Across from IBT’s, Next to Magpies. Come See Us!) (520)388-9829
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Keyes Daughter Says
She Is A Lesbian

ANNAPOLIS - Maya Marcel-Keyes,

daughter of the ultraconservative political
commentator who called Vice President
Dick Cheney’s Lesbian daughter a
“selfish hedonist,” came out publicly as a
Lesbian during a speech in front of the
Maryland state capitol on Monday,
February 14, the PlanetOut Network
reported.

Marcel-Keyes, 19, made her
debut as a Lesbian activist at a rally in
Annapolis sponsored by Equality Mary-
land, the state’s largest LGBT civil rights
organization.

She says her father reacted by
disowning her: throwing her out, refusing
to speak to her and cutting off money for
her college tuition.

“It all seems kind of ridiculous,”
Marcel-Keyes told the Washington Post,
“because I love him. He’s my father.”

Last August, after being chosen
as the Republican nominee for a U.S.
Senate seat from Illinois, Keyes referred
to Mary Cheney as a “hedonist” for being
a Lesbian. At the time, he also told
reporters that if he had a Lesbian daughter
he would urge her to pray to God for help
to “deal with that sin.”

According to Marcel-Keyes, her
father was already aware of her sexual
orientation at the time he made the
comment. Keyes lost the election by a
landslide to Democrat Barack Obama.

Tension between Marcel-Keyes
and her parents apparently had been
brewing for some time, despite the fact
that she put off college to work on her
father’s Senate campaign.

“As long as I was quiet about
being Gay or my politics, we got along,”
she told the Post. “Then I went to the
Counterinaugural,” last month’s protests
in Washington against President Bush.
“My father didn’t like that.”

Candace Gingrich, the youth
outreach manager for the Human Rights
Campaign, told the PlanetOut Network
that Marcel-Keyes’ coming out “shows
courage.”

Candace Gingrich has a few
things in common with Marcel-Keyes.
The Lesbian activist is the half-sister of
former U.S. House Speaker Newt Gingrich,
a Republican with an anti-Gay voting
record.

“Maya’s experience is not unlike
what so many young queer people face,”
said Candace Gingrich. “That decision to
come out is still sometimes fraught with
things like being kicked out of your home.
I’ve talked with people this has happened
to, heard their stories. For every Maya ...
there are hundreds of queer kids who find
themselves in the same situation.”

Marcel-Keyes wrote to her
parents to tell them she would be speaking
in Annapolis, but said she got no
response.

Her father’s press secretary
released a two-sentence written state-
ment: “My daughter is an adult, and she is
responsible for her own actions. What she
chooses to do has nothing to do with my
work or political activities.”

LGBT Republicans have dis-
tanced themselves from Keyes over his
prior anti-Gay comments. Christopher
Barron, political director for the Log
Cabin Republicans, said Keyes is “not a
relevant figure within the Republican
Party.”

“He has had success at two
things, losing elections and dividing the
American family,” said Barron. “Appar-
ently his angry and hateful rhetoric has
divided his own family.”

The Point Foundation, a nation-
wide LGBT scholarship organization,
announced Monday, February 14, it will

help pay Marcel-Keyes’ expenses so she
can begin her studies at Brown University.

Meanwhile, Candace Gingrich,
noting that coming out often means
having families cut off financial support,
said she is developing a list of
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scholarships available to LGBT youth.

“Hopefully it’s a teachable
moment for a lot of people, for parents, to
realize sexual orientation and gender
identity shouldn’t change the love you
have for a child,” she said.

Yankee Go Home G/L Canadians Tell
Same-Sex Marriage Foes

OTTAWA - Supporters of same-sex
marriage legislation in Canada are telling
conservative Christians from south of the
border to keep their noses out of Canadian
affairs, 365Gay.com reported.

Focus on the Family has
reportedly sent hundreds of thousands of
dollars to its Canadian affiliate to wage an
anti-Gay campaign and the Roman
Catholic Knights Of Columbus in the US
recently spent nearly $100,000 to print
two million postcards now being distrib-
uted in Catholic churches across Canada
for people to send to Members of
Parliament.

Right-wing Christian groups
have been urging their members to call
long distance to Canada to tell MPs to vote
against the Civil Marriage Act. One
Ontario MP has said she has received 30
calls from Americans in the last 10 days.

American Christian broadcast-
ers have also been targeting Canadians.
Two weeks ago 365Gay.com reported that
James Dobson, chairman of the Colorado-
based Focus on the Family, in a broadcast
heard on 130 radio stations across Canada
denounced the government of Prime
Minister Paul Martin which brought in
the same-sex marriage bill.

In addition, the opposition
Conservative Party has been getting help
from Republicans. Several GOP advisers
have been working with the Conservatives

to formulate attacks on the legislation and
use it as a wedge issue in the next
Canadian election.

Justice Minister Irwin Cotler has
said he will look at changing Canadian
laws to prevent foreign interests from
using their money to sway Canadian
political debates. But he has conceded
there may be little the government can do.

Nevertheless, Revenue Canada
is examining the books of right-wing
Canadian groups to see how the money
pouring in from the US is being reported.

“There’s a lot of money coming
in from the United States to Canada,”
said Claude Cote, a Quebec spokesperson
for Gay-rights lobby group Egale Canada.
“There’s hundreds of thousands of dollars
being sent from the U.S. by the
Republican right to convince MPs to vote
against the bill.”’

Evangeline Caldwell, coordina-
tor of the Quebec Coalition for Same-Sex
Civil Marriage said Canadians should
resist foreign influence.

“It’s not that people from other
nations can’t say something but arriving
with the cavalry is little bit unnecessary,’’
she said. “We can take care of our own
debate and we are doing so.”’

A vote on the marriage bill is
expected this spring.

Miss Gay Western States America Pageant

Open Regtonal Preliminary to Miss Gay America

Pre-Pageant Show March 25th at

Woody's
3710 N. Oracle
8:30 pm
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Ray Scort's Automottve

Jeaturing
Raquel Chevallier
Miss Gay America 2005

also featuring
Patti Ce Plae Sate. Miss Gay America 1995
Catia Cee Cove, Miss Gay America 2000
Chantelle Douglas. Miss Gay Western States 2000

Brought to you by DRS Promotions
and the tollowing Sponsors:

Woody's

Tucson's

Video. Sports & Cruise Bar

Madeforaqueen.com

March 26th, 2005
Doubletree Hotel
445 S. Alvernon Way
Tucson, Arizona
(520) 881-4200

VIPtables avallable
for 8 to 10 people
Includes complimentary
apperizers.
General Admission tickets
also available

Tickets Available on-line at
www MG WS A.com
or by calling
241-3470 or 2757999



