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Tucson and Allied Community Rally for Civil Rights
Sunday, February 13
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TUCSON -  On Sunday, February 13 - the
day before Valentine’s Day, and the one
year anniversary of the San Francisco
same-sex marriages - Tucson will join
more than 20 cities and towns across the
country to Host “Protecting Our Families:
A Rally in Support of Fairness for the
LGBT and Allied Community,” begin-
ning at 1:00 - 3:00 pm at Tucson’s El
Presidio Park (by City Hall) at Alameda
and Church.

“Protecting Our Families: A
Rally in Support of Fairness for the LGBT
and Allied Community,” is being orga-
nized by the Arizona Coalition for
Fairness (ACF), a new coalition of
individuals and organizations joined
together to demonstrate the power of
Southern Arizona’s Lesbian, Gay, Bi-
sexual, Transgender  and allied commu-
nity to defeat the extreme and far-
reaching proposed amendments to the
Federal and Arizona state constitutions.
Rally organizers expect a large crowd of
supporters.

The purpose of the Valentine’s
weekend Action Rally is to express
collective opposition to the federal anti-
LGBT amendment to the U.S. Constitu-
tion, as well as the proposed amendment
to the Arizona state constitution. If
passed, the Arizona amendment would
forever deny same-sex couples marriage
and civil unions, as well as erase Tucson’s
Domestic Partner Registry and all current
government domestic partner benefits.

As well as protesting the pro-
posed amendments, the rally is also a
celebration of all of Arizona’s Families.

As of press time, the rally
speakers include, (subject to change or
addition):

Edith Auslander, Vice President
for Diversity at University of Arizona on
behalf of Dr. Peter Likins;

Amelia Cramer, Tucson attorney
whose family includes a domestic partner
of 10 years and their 5 year-old daughter;

Sandy Davenport, Executive Di-
rector Pima County/Tucson Women’s
Commission;

State Representative Ted Down-
ing;

Richard Elias, Pima County
Board of Supervisors;

Joel Foster, Executive Director of
the Arizona Leadership Institute;

Kelly Frieders, Straight Ally,
Christian mom, and Republican;

Isabel Garcia, Derechos
Humanos;

Vicki B. Gaubeca, Advocate for
Fairness;

Raúl Grijalva, Member of Con-
gress;

Albert Lannon, Poet, Straight
Ally, and Tucson Registered Domestic
Partner;

Rev Briget Nicholson, First
Congregational United Church of Christ;

The Raging Grannies;

Laila Sarah, Planned Parenthood
of Southern Arizona; and,

Rev David Wilkinson, Saint
Francis in the Foothills.

“History has shown that mobiliz-
ing people around the truth has always
won civil rights,” stated rally organizer
and Wingspan staff member, Cathy
Busha. “A test of a true democracy is how
it treats its most vulnerable people. These
amendments are a clear attack on
everyone’s civil rights…all Arizonans, all
US American should be alarmed when a
country attempts to write discrimination
into its State and Federal Constitutions.
These amendments are not just a Gay
issue—they are a human rights issue. All
U.S. Americans who cherish democracy,

freedom of religion, separation of
church and state, and civil rights should
come to the rally, and fight against these
hate-filled initiatives.”

“The ultimate goal of the ACF
is to defeat the anti-LGBT constitutional
amendment ballot initiative in Novem-
ber 2006.  Whether we are able to
achieve that goal or not, we believe that
we can use these two years to
significantly increase support for LGBT
issues throughout Southern Arizona by
working closely with our straight allies,
local faith communities, and other
progressive organizations in our com-
munity,” stated Kent Burbank, Wing-
span Executive Director.  “We need to
make a strong, concerted effort to reach
out to people in the community who may
not be very familiar with LGBT issues,
but who are clearly opposed to
discrimination of any kind.  If we can
begin to speak clearly to these folks and
help them see how the constitutional
amendment is hateful and discrimina-
tory, then we may have a good chance at
swaying their hearts and minds and
ultimately winning allies to our cause.”

“The Wingspan Anti-Violence
Project strongly believes that discrimi-
natory policies, such as these proposed
amendments, give people tacit permis-
sion for people to discriminate, harass,
and use violence against LGBT people,”
shared Lori Girshick, Coordinator of the
Continued on Page Three

Domestic Partnership
Legislation Introduced

Administration Wants G/L
Military Suit Dismissed

PHOENIX (ON) - On the deadline for
bills to filed for consideration in the
Arizona House of Representatives, during
the current legislative session, a measure
has been introduced expanding the rights,
same-sex couples in a committed relation-
ship would receive under state law.

Close to two-dozen state Sena-
tors and Representatives have signed onto
the legislation (HCR 2049, HB 2710),
entitled “Domestic Partnerships; Respon-
sibilities and Benefits,” that was intro-
duced by state Representative Kyrsten
Sinema, D-Phoenix.

Southern Arizona Senators and
Representatives who have signed on are:
Senators Toni Hellon, R-Tucson and
Gabrielle Giffords, D-Tucson. Represen-
tatives Phil Lopes, D-Tucson (House
Democratic Leader); Olivia Cajero
Bedford, D-Tucson; Pete Hershberger, R-
Tucson; Ted Downing, D-Tucson; David
Bradley, D-Tucson, Linda Lopez, D-
Tucson (Assistant Democratic Leader);
Tom Prezelski, D-Tucson; and, Marian
McClure, R-Tucson.

This is an historic day,” said
Steve May, Co-chair of the Arizona

Human Rights Fund (AHRF) board of
directors.    “By introducing this, our
legislature is taking the first solid step
toward the elimination of discrimination
against the thousands of Arizona
families headed by same-gender
couples.”

“Domestic Partnerships; Re-
sponsibilities and Benefits” would grant
specified responsibilities and benefits to
registered domestic partners, in areas
such as: community property, right to
inherit in the absence of a will, right of
one partner to insure the life of the other
and right to be guardian or conservator
of a disabled partner.

“These responsibilities and ben-
efits will provide some of the basic rights
and tools needed to help keep families
healthy and strong,” May explained.

Specific criteria for forming
and dissolving a domestic partnership is
set forth with “Domestic Partnerships;
Responsibilities and Benefits.  Among
which are: applicants must be at least 18

Continued on Page Thirteen

WASHINGTON, D.C - The White House
asked a federal court Monday, February
7, to dismiss a lawsuit challenging “don’t
ask, don’t tell,” 365Gay.com reported.

Twelve Lesbian and Gay veter-
ans are suing in Federal Court in Boston
seeking reinstatement in the Armed
Forces.

All 12 had been discharged
under the military’s “Don’t Ask, Don’t
Tell” ban on Gays in the military.  Each
served during the current war on terror.

Their lawsuit depends on the
landmark Supreme Court sodomy ruling
that said Gays are entitled to equal
protection under the law.

The suit asserts that “’Don’t
Ask, Don’t Tell’ punishes Gay, Lesbian
and Bisexual service members . . . for their
sexual orientation and for their private,
constitutionally protected conduct.  As a
result, it has denied and continues to deny
them several Constitutional rights, in-
cluding the right of privacy, equal
protection of the law, and freedom of
speech.”

Administration lawyers in a brief
filed Monday with the court argue that the
sodomy ruling has no bearing on the case
because the 12 could abstain from sexual
activity and not reveal their sexuality.

Courts previously have upheld
the policy, approved by Congress and put
in place by the Clinton administration.

“These decisions are unaffected
by the Supreme Court’s decision,” the
administration said in a filing in U.S.
District Court in Boston, where the lawsuit
was filed.

Two other lawsuits challenging
the policy have been filed since the high
court’s reversal.

One was brought in California by
the Log Cabin Republicans, a political
organization for Gays. The other was filed
in the U.S. Court of Federal Claims, which
generally deals with cases involving
money. That plaintiff, who was separated
from the Army, is seeking to recover his
pension and is challenging the ban in the
process.
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Tucson Pride
Needs Your Help

Rainbow Build
Coalition Formed

TUCSON - A coalition of Gay, Lesbian,
Bisexual, Transgender (GLBT) and allied
organizations is forming under the name
Rainbow Build Coalition to raise the funds
and the labor to construct a Habitat for
Humanity home.

Currently, there are over 20
community groups and organizations that
have committed to being part of the
Rainbow Build Coalition:

Arizona Human Rights Fund
(AHRF), Cornerstone Fellowship, City of
Tucson GLBT Commission, Desert Voices,
First Congregational United Church of
Christ, Gay, Lesbian, Straight Education
Network (GLSEN), LGBT&S Alliance
Fund, Men’s Social Network, Parent’s,
Family and Friends of Lesbians and Gays
(PFLAG), Rainbow Families, Rainbow
Interfaith Coalition, Raytheon’s GLBT
Alliance, Rubyfruit, St. Philip’s Episcopal
Church LGBT Phamily, Southern Arizona
Gender Alliance (SAGA), Stonewall
Democrats, Tucson GLBT Chamber of
Commerce, Tucson Pima Public Library
GLBT Committee Tucson Pride, Inc.,
Water of Life MCC, White Space Design
and Wingspan.

This coalition decided to take on
this project as a way of allowing the GLBT
and allied communities to join forces and
work together on a non-partisan, non-
divisive project that will better the
community.  It is a way for GLBT and
straight people to work together, learn
from one another, and give back to our
Tucson community.

“To our knowledge, this may be
the first GLBT Rainbow Build anywhere
in the nation. This type of project is
particularly important given the highly
charged and politically volatile atmo-
sphere we face over the upcoming years,”
says Kent Burbank, executive director of
Wingspan.

Any community organization is
welcome to become a member of the
coalition as long as they are committed to
working with the GLBT community and
agree to: A) raise funds to support the
construction, and B) recruit volunteer
labor for the actual build.  January 31,
2005 is the first deadline for coalition
membership.

Individuals may also wish to
participate by volunteering in the coming
months to be a part of a work crew
building the home, or may provide
financial support by sending a check made
out to “Habitat for Humanity” and you
should write on the memo line “Rainbow
Build”.   If you would like a specific GLBT
or Allied organization to get credit for
your donation please also put their name
on the memo line of the check.    Checks
should be sent to Habitat for Humanity,
621 W. Lester Street, Tucson, AZ  85705.

You may also call Habitat for
Humanity at (520) 326-1217 with your
credit card information.

The concrete slab for the Rain-
bow Build home will be poured this month
and the wall raising is scheduled for
February 26, 2005. It will be one of thirty-
six Habitat houses build in the Balboa
Laguna neighborhood near Oracle and
Glenn.  It takes $60,000 and approxi-
mately 2,200 hours of volunteers labor to
complete. For more information please
contact Toni Bravo at
rainbowbuild@wingspan.org or call the
Outreach Committee at (520) 624-1779
ext. 12.

TUCSON - For 2005 Pride events, both a
theme and a logo are needed. Artists, and
anyone wishing to participate, are invited
to submit themes and art for a logo. A cash
prize of $150 will be awarded to the
winning entry. Deadline for entries is
Friday, March 4.

Artwork may be presented in any
media and must be mailed to Tucson Pride,

Valentine’s
Weekend Rally,

Feb. 12
PHOENIX - As part of the Valentine’s
Weekend Celebrations, Gentle Shepherd
Metropolitan Community Church along
with Hamburger Mary’s is sponsoring a
Rally for Equality, Marriage, Family and
Love, followed by a Festival for all
Families, which will be held at the
Amphitheater at Steele Indian School
Park, located at Central Ave and Indian
School in Central Phoenix, Saturday Feb.
12.

The Rally will feature guest
speakers from various religious and
political organizations, and will focus on
the fight for justice and equality for Gay,
Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender (GLBT)
people and families. Guest speakers
include Councilman Tom Simplot, Rep.
Kyrsten Sinema, former Rep. Wally
Straughn, Rev. Charlotte Strayhorne and
Rev. Stephanie Bikel of Desert Surprise
United Church of Christ.

In today’s society, families come
in all shapes and forms. Yet, tossed about
in the media and press are so many code
words such as families and values. Each of
these come laden with subtle, and
sometimes not-so-subtle, innuendo about
what constitutes a family and who has
values. And the message is clear: GLBT
families are not welcome.

We believe that all families, not
just those that fit some fashion decided by
religious extremist, should have the
freedom to express their commitment of
love. And we believe in the value of every
human person, regardless of their sexual
orientation.  Thus, we are dedicating the
festival as a Celebration for ALL families.

Following the Rally and continu-
ing until 4p.m., organizers will have food,
games, music and other activities for the
children in an alcohol free environment.
The children’s activities include a moon
bounce, face painting and clowns. Don’t
miss this celebration of love and family, as
we demand the rights that every citizen of
this nation should be afforded.

P.O. Box 57478, Tucson AZ 85732.
Sender should put “Attention: Logo
Contest” somewhere on the envelope.
Artwork received by email will not be
considered. The artist must include their
name, address and a contact number or
email address on the back side of the
artwork. The artist may include text of the
theme and/or OUToberFEST 2005 in
their presentation but it is not required.
Entries will not be returned and become
the property of Tucson Pride. Artists need
to take into consideration that the logo
will be used for advertising in both black
and white and color ads, posters, flyers,
brochures, etc. Artwork may include up to
6 colors.

For any further information
about the theme and logo contest, call
(520) 622-3200, or send email to
pride@tucsonpride.com.

New board members are needed
on the Tucson Pride board. Tucson Pride
plans, produces and promotes Pride
events for the community including Pride
Week in June and OUToberFEST, the
Pride festival held the second Saturday in
October. For 2005, there is a possible
large social event to be held during Pride
Week. The Board normally meets
monthly on the second Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. at the offices of Janette
Bunge, 845 S. Craycroft Road. (The
February meeting is Tuesday, February
22, to accommodate schedule conflicts.
The March meeting is Tuesday, March 8.)
Some of the responsibilities with which
the Board needs assistance for 2005 are
organization and supervision of event
security, assistance with entertainment
procurement and scheduling, stage man-
agement, event logistics, volunteer coor-
dination, and more. Anyone interested in
being considered for the TPI Board
should contact the Secretary, Bob
Bowers, at (520) 790-5214, or send email
to pride@tucsonpride.com.

TIHAN Annual
Meeting And

Appreciation Party
February 16

TUCSON - The Annual Meeting of the
Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS Network
(TIHAN), February 16, 6 to 8:30 p.m., is
one of the highlights of the year.  It is an
informal, drop-in event open to all, and
features hors d’oeuvres, cheer, and music,
and is TIHAN’s way of saying thank you
to the community for your support last
year.

In addition to the social compo-
nent, there will be a short Annual Meeting
of the organization, including a brief
report from the Executive Director Scott
Blades.  The highlights of the

Continued on Page Five
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Wingspan AVP. “As history has shown,
when political leaders create a second-
class citizenry through discriminatory
laws and policy, they make it acceptable to
target marginalized people with vio-
lence.”

If you want to help defeat anti-
LGBT legislation, protect your relation-
ship and family, and meet other fabulous
people, please come to the rally! Get
involved now so the day after election day
- November 7th, 2006 -you won’t ask
yourself, “Was there more I could have
done?”

Please bring your signs, families,
friends, and neighbors in support of civil
rights for all Arizonans.

Tucson’s own Desert Voices and
Reveille Gay Men’s Chorus will provide
entertainment during the rally.

For maps and driving directions,
go to: http://maps.yahoo.com

To volunteer, please contact
cathy@wingspan.org before Friday, Feb-
ruary 11.

Parking information: Downtown
surface street metered parking will be free
all day. The City of Tucson has a
downtown parking map that shows the
various lots around the rally: http://
www.ci.tucson.az.us/parking.html.

As of press time, the Rally has
been endorsed by (as of press time):
Derechos Humanos, Food Not Bombs,
ACLU, Women’s International League
for Peace and Freedom, Tucson Observer,
Arizona Leadership Institute, Planned
Parenthood of Southern Arizona, Noetic
Notions, Green Party of Pima County,
Desert Voices, Reveille Gay Men’s
Chorus, Arizona Human Rights Fund,
Tucson/Pima County Women’s Commis-
sion, Tucson GLSEN, The National
Organization for Women Tucson Chapter,
Stonewall Democrats.

 Civil Rights Rally
Continued from Page One

Judge: Yale Can Block Military Recruiters;  U.S. House Responds
NEW HAVEN - A federal judge has ruled
that Yale Law School can block military
recruiters from campus without fear of
losing federal funding, the Associated
Press and PlanetOut Network reported.

U.S. District Judge Janet C. Hall
ruled Monday, January 31, that a federal
law requiring universities to let recruiters
on campus violates the school’s constitu-
tional right to free speech.

School policy requires all re-
cruiters to sign a nondiscrimination
pledge, which the Pentagon has not done
in light of the military’s “don’t ask, don’t
tell” policy banning open homosexuality.
Defense officials argued that federal law
requires Yale to allow recruiters on
campus even without signing the pledge.

With the government threatening
to withhold hundreds of millions of dollars
in federal funding, Yale faculty members
sued the Department of Defense last year.

Hall’s decision echoes a ruling in
November by the 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals in Philadelphia in a case filed by
other law schools. The Pentagon has said it
will take that case to the Supreme Court.

In the Yale case, military
officials said they were reviewing Hall’s
decision Wednesday, February 2, and had
no comment.

Immediately following the rul-
ing, Yale’s law school returned to its
decades-old policy of banning military
recruiters. The school temporarily halted
that policy in 2002 to avoid losing federal
funding.

“The military is free to make its
own contact plans and recruiting efforts,
but the Yale Law School cannot and will
not give the military the assistance that it
gives to employers that agree not to
discriminate,” said David N. Rosen, an
attorney representing the school’s faculty.

In a nonbinding “Sense of
Congress” resolution, the U.S. House of
Representatives voted 327-84 on Wednes-

day, February 2, to urge the Justice
Department to fight a pro-Gay ruling from
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third
Circuit.

The ruling, handed down last
November, struck the Solomon Amend-
ment, a 10-year-old provision that forces
law schools and other educational institu-
tions to welcome military recruiters,
regardless of campus anti-discrimination
policies, or else forfeit federal funds.

During the Clinton administra-
tion, schools compromised with the
Defense Department by allowing recruit-
ers on campus but not sponsoring them.
Under the Bush administration, however,
the military cracked down on law schools
in particular, threatening the parent
universities with the loss of all government
money unless recruiters were treated on
par with private employers.

In response, a consortium of law
schools challenged the law in court,
eventually winning before a divided
appellate panel roughly two months ago.
The U.S. Justice Department has already
vowed to appeal the loss to the U.S.
Supreme Court, making the House
resolution seem superfluous.

Speaking on the floor of the
House, Rep. Lynn Woolsey of Northern
California said the resolution had nothing
to do with recruiting. “Plain and simple,”
she said, “it is about punishing universities
for exercising their First Amendment right
to oppose discrimination against Gays and
Lesbians … [and] allowing the military to
avoid the consequences of discrimination
that any other employer would have to face
if [they] discriminated.”

According to Steve Ralls of the
Servicemembers Legal Defense Network
(SLDN), the resolution was “unnecessary
and outrageous” and “does nothing but
support anti-Gay discrimination.” Ralls,
who saw the resolution coming a couple of
days ago, said that its Republican
proponents were very shrewd in presenting
it as a military readiness measure, “which it
certainly was not.”

“If Congress were truly con-
cerned about national security,” said
SLDN’s Law Director Sharra Greer in a
statement, “it would focus its attention on
the talents of nearly 10,000 Lesbian, Gay
and Bisexual service members who have
been fired because of their sexual
orientation. It is the military’s ban, and not
the Third Circuit’s decision, which is
contrary to our national security.”

EDITOR:
Big city queers -versus -small

town Gays.

With winter coming to end, Gay
pride season will soon be upon us. Once
again, our big city queer brothers and
sisters will be marching in the street
strutting their stuff in a flamboyant way
that will shock and awe the average
straight person to run for cover.

I believe it is time the GLBT
community put an end to these in your
face parades.  Marching down the street in
drag and men in Speedos is counter-
productive to the advancement of human
rights that we are so desperately seeking.
How can we ask society for equal right
when we act in such a ridiculous manner?
I am not saying we have to cut out the
diversity parts of these events, but that we
should do it with class. The GLBT
community has the talent to put on the
world’s classiest parade, especially in our
big cities. Just imagine a GLBT parade
that out does the Rose Bowl or other
famous parades.

Small town openly Gay people
feel the brunt of homophobia today. Look
at the red and blue states and you can see
rural Gays will be fighting the battle for
equality next.  These in your face parades
are counter-productive.
Continued On Page Fifteen
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Bush Renews Call For
G/L Marriage Amendment

WASHINGTON, D.C. - For the second
year in a row President George W. Bush
used his State of the Union speech
Wednesday night (February 2) to call for
an amendment to the US Constitution to
bar same-sex marriage, 365Gay.com
reported.

“So many of my generation,
after a long journey, have come home to
family and faith, and are determined to
bring up responsible, moral children.
Government is not the source of these
values, but government should never
undermine them.

“Because marriage is a sacred
institution and the foundation of society,
it should not be re-defined by activist
judges. For the good of families, children,
and society, I support a constitutional
amendment to protect the institution of
marriage.”

Last year Bush told the joint
session of Congress that “If judges insist
on forcing their arbitrary will upon the
people, the only alternative left to the
people would be the constitutional
process. Our nation must defend the
sanctity of marriage.”

But on at least two occasions in
the 12 months between the two addresses
the President has appeared to slightly
moderate his position, saying he would
support civil unions.  And, just two weeks
ago Bush, in an interview with the
Washington Post said he would not push
for a vote on the amendment.

“The point is, is that Senators
have made it clear that so long as DOMA
is deemed constitutional, nothing will
happen. I’d take that admonition seri-
ously,” Bush told the Post.

The remark sent conservative
Christians into overdrive and within
hours of the Post hitting newsstands
White House spokespeople were on
Sunday television talk shows insisting
Bush remains committed to the amend-
ment.

LGBT civil rights groups were
quick to chastise the President for his use
of the State of the Union to renew the
amendment push.

“Once again President Bush is
contradicting himself,” Human Rights
Campaign spokesperson Steven Fisher
told 365Gay.com.

“He said that the government
would never undermine family values,
but in the very next breath he calls for
passage of a constitutional amendment
that undermines LGBT families and
denies them the same rights and
responsibilities as all others,” Fisher said.

“He chose a divisive path of
supporting the narrow interests of
extremists in his party over the interests of
uniting the American people.”

Fisher said that there was,
however, a sliver of hope in his speech in
his stated commitment to helping those
with HIV/AIDS. and “We hope his
actions match his words,” Fisher said.

Gay Democrats also attacked the
President’s call for an amendment.

“History will severely judge any
president who casually calls for a such a
radical rewriting of our Constitution
without thought of its consequences,”
Dave Noble, National Stonewall Demo-
crats Executive Director told 365Gay.com.

“In 2004, President Bush’s
remarks to Congress sparked successful
anti-Gay legislation across the country,”

said Noble.

“In each of the 13 states where
amendments to state constitutions passed,
Republican leaders cited President Bush’s
call for a federal amendment in the State of
the Union address as inspiration for their
actions.”

The President’s remarks are not
sitting well with Gay Republicans either.

“Log Cabin urges the President
and the Congress to focus on expanding
freedom and liberty for all Americans, not
on pushing a failed anti-family Federal
Marriage Amendment,” said Log Cabin
Republicans President, Patrick Guerriero
in a statement.

“By working to save Social
Security, win the war on terror, reform the
tax code, and re-authorize Ryan White, the
President and the Congress can improve
the lives of all Americans, including Gay
and Lesbian Americans,” Guerriero said.

National Gay and Lesbian Task
Force executive director Matt Foreman
called Bush’s address “no surprise” saying
that the President is only gratifying his
conservative base.

“Where the Republicans are on
this issue is irrelevant,” Foreman told
365Gay.com.

“What is relevant now is whether
the Democrats, our friends and allies, will
stand strong and with us against this assault
to Gay Americans.

A second round of states seeking
amendments to ban Gay marriage is
underway.  The first to vote on the issue in
2005 will be Kansas were the amendment
will be on the ballot April 5.

GOP Student
Group Plans

‘Straight Pride
Week’

EDMOND - Student Republicans at the
University of Central Oklahoma say Gay
students are trying to take away their right
to free speech, 365Gay.com reported.

The UCO College Republicans
says it will go ahead with “Straight Pride
Week” on campus despite criticism. The
group says it has every right to celebrate.

“The general gist is that if you are
a straight student on campus be proud, be
loud, this is your time to shine,” College
Republican Kyle Houts told Oklahoma
City’s channel 5.

The group has posted fliers on
campus that read, “we’re here, we’re
conservative, we’re out.”

Members of the UCO Gay
Alliance for Tolerance and Equality say
they consider the event an attack on LGBT
students.

“What is there to say about it, ‘I’m
proud, and I’m straight and I guess white,’
I don’t know?” said GATE member
Jennifer Rodriguez. “I think they definitely
are being discriminatory because there’s
probably a lot of Gay Republicans out
there.”

University officials have given
the College Republicans permission to put
up their fliers, but say their approval does
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Newsom Plans G/L Marriage Anniversary Reception

evening will be the presentations of
TIHAN’s volunteer recognition awards,
and a special slide show featuring some of
the wonderful people and events of
TIHAN in 2004 (including many familiar
faces!).

The New Year’s Reception is
also a great way to find out more about
TIHAN and meet some of the people
involved.  This year’s reception is being
held at Saint Michaels and All Angels
Episcopal Church, located at 602 North
Wilmot Road (on the east side of Wilmot
at the intersection of 5th Street).  For more
information or to RSVP, call the TIHAN
office at (520) 299-6647.

TIHANTIHANTIHANTIHANTIHAN
Continued from Page Two

SAN FRANCISCO - A year after he made
San Francisco a bull’s-eye in the national
debate over same-sex marriage, Mayor
Gavin Newsom plans to mark the first
anniversary of the city’s “Winter of Love”
with a show of defiance on the issue that,
for better or worse, has defined his
political career, reported the Associated
Press on Advocate.com

The Democratic mayor has
invited the nearly 8,000 Gays and
Lesbians from across the country who
accepted his offer to get married in San
Francisco last year to a February 12
reception at City Hall, where he’ll give a
speech that calls for regaining the
momentum of those heady days. He’ll
give a similar Gay rights address at
Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy
School of Government.

Newsom still gets blamed by
some politicians for feeding the backlash
that led to 11 states passing anti-Gay
marriage constitutional amendments last
November. Some fellow Democrats still
tell him his Gay marriage advocacy is a
losing proposition. But the mayor says he
feels obliged to keep speaking publicly
about Gay rights. “I have people all the
time giving me advice—’Get off the
subject, you don’t want to be defined by
this one subject,”’ Newsom, 37, said in an
interview. “My response is, Why would I
ever get off the subject? How could I, in
good conscience, get off the subject of
equality?”

Newsom was only five weeks
into his first term when he told his staff to
begin sanctioning same-sex marriages on
February 12, 2004, the day Gay activists
observe as “Freedom to Marry Day.” The
first wedding, between pioneering Les-
bian activists Phyllis Lyon, 80, and Del
Martin, 84, was performed in secret so it
could be completed without court inter-
vention. By day’s end, 87 jubilant Gay and
Lesbian couples, many with children in
tow, had promised to be “spouses for life.”

After four weeks and 3,955
weddings, the California supreme court
halted the unprecedented wedding spree,
and in August the court voided all the
marriages, ruling that Newsom had
overstepped his authority. San Francisco’s
short-lived experiment, which preceded
the court-mandated legalization of Gay
marriage in Massachusetts by three
months and five days, gave Americans
their first glimpse at what such unions
might look like—delighting some and
outraging others.

Margot McShane, 35, and
Alexandra D’Amario, 39, were the first
same-sex couple to go public with their
City Hall wedding, wearing jeans and
brilliant smiles as they took their vows
before a crowd of television cameras.
D’Amario was five months’ pregnant at
the time. Now the Napa couple have 6 1/2-
month-old twins and regard February 12
as their wedding anniversary, even though
the court vacated their marriage license. “I
feel pretty smart that I married her,”
McShane said. “We will definitely be
celebrating.”

Outside the anniversary parties,
Gay men and Lesbians face an uncertain
legal future in California and nationally. A
judge in San Francisco could rule any day
on lawsuits by the city and a dozen same-
sex couples that seek to give Californians
the same marriage rights as Massachusetts
residents. A bill in the legislature also
would overturn the state’s one-man, one-
woman marriage law.

Same-sex marriage opponents,
meanwhile, want state lawmakers to
extend the existing Gay marriage ban to
the California constitution, where it could
be undone only by voters, and strip same-
sex couples registered as domestic
partners in California of the spousal rights
they now enjoy. Both sides are planning

rallies and other events in conservative
areas of the state this month. “When it
comes to the marriage issue, the people of
California are on our side, and they are the
silent majority,” said Benjamin Lopez of
the Traditional Values Coalition. “You
won’t see them perhaps as vocal as some
of us are on the right and the left, but when
it when it comes to voting privately in the
ballot box I am confident they would vote
overwhelmingly in favor of limiting
marriage to one man and one woman.”

The National Gay and Lesbian
Task Force is concerned—it has identified
17 more states, including California, as
being at “significant risk” of passing anti-
Gay marriage amendments, and President
George Bush, in his State of the Union
address this week, reiterated his support
for changing the constitution to ban same-
sex marriage. Matt Foreman, the task
force’s executive director, said Newsom
did “the right and courageous thing” by
allowing the Gay weddings last year, but
the setbacks have forced the movement to
reassess its strategy, pushing for rights that
conservatives might find less objection-
able, like federal protections in housing,
employment, hospital visitation, and other
areas. “I was profoundly moved by those
images of people waiting to get married [in
San Francisco], and most of us thought it
would forever change the way in which
the public viewed this issue,” Foreman
said. “But what we learned is that the
public did not see it that way, and that’s
what’s been a very heart-wrenching
revelation, that so many people saw it not
for what we saw it, but for a stunt.”

Still, several prominent Gay
rights advocates welcome Newsom’s out-
front approach. “One of the most
fascinating aspects of the whole past year
is that the greatest apologists for standing
against full equality in some cases have
been Gay people,” said Kate Kendell,
executive director of the National Center
for Lesbian Rights. “To have the mayor—
straight, white, relatively privileged, with
very little political capital to gain by doing
so—standing up repeatedly in the face of
criticism, refusing to wither, and holding
firm his convictions is a very inspiring
lesson.”

For his part, Newsom, who was
chosen as one of The Advocate’s “People
of the Year” in December, said he won’t
back down. He sees same-sex marriage as
the dominant civil rights struggle of his
time. “If I’m the guy with the arrows in the
back, so be it,” he said. “The day I stop is
the day the U.S. Supreme Court does the
right thing and adjudicates that the full
protection of the Constitution should be
afforded to all.”
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Call For Major Federal Equality Bill Gays Excluded From
Auschwitz CommemorationWASHINGTON, D.C. - The National

Gay and Lesbian Task Force Friday,
February 4 called for a sweeping LGBT
civil rights bill that would cover hospital
visitation rights, job protections, and
equality in credit, 365Gay.com reported.

But, the bill would not include
marriage rights or hate crimes provisions.

“While the marriage struggle
goes on at the state level and in the courts
we are pressing on with the core national
issues,” NGLTF executive director Matt
Foreman told 365Gay.com.

If the organization can build a
grassroots push for the legislation and get
it into the House it would be the biggest
LGBT rights bill since 1974 when New
York Reps. Bella Abzug and Ed Koch
introduced a bill to broadly amend civil
rights laws to include discrimination
based on sexual orientation.  That
legislation failed.  And most attempts
since then to pass a variety of Gay rights
laws have had little or no success.

Legislation to provide job pro-
tections and a bill to add sexuality to the
federal hate crime law died in the past two
sessions of Congress.

But, Foreman believes the time is
now ripe to pass a super rights bill, despite
renewed efforts for a federal constitutional
amendment that would ban Gay marriage.
But, only by building a strong, coordi-
nated national push by the LGBT
community itself.

“Re-imagining an expanded bill
with our partners will bring new energy,
new allies, and new hope in what has been
a depressing time,” Foreman told
365Gay.com.

“Those of us who have passed
LGBT rights legislation in various states
and jurisdictions know that we won’t get
everything we want in the end and that the
process will be ugly. But it’s time for a
fresh beginning and this time, the
grassroots will be involved.”

Foreman says that Gays and

Lesbians must take a page out of the
playbook of the extreme right that
energized the Republican Party to fight
Gay initiatives.

“We believe that the federal
government has an obligation to insure
basic rights and a level playing field for
all Americans: job protection, access to
health care, hospital visitation rights of
loved ones and partners, access to
credit, non-discrimination based on
sexual orientation in immigration, in
housing, in education,” Foreman said.

If the bill makes it Congress it
would be the most significant piece of
human rights legislation since the Civil
Rights Act of the 1960s.

“The majority of Americans
support fairness and oppose discrimi-
nation based on sexual orientation,”
Foreman said.

“Our allies in Congress have
also said they believe that sexual
orientation should not be a bar to
fairness in areas of employment and
economic security. We look forward to
working on a nonpartisan basis with
our allies in every community to
develop and enact this legislation.”

But Foreman says that the
NGLTF is not abandoning the fight for
marriage equality. Instead, “it’s recog-
nizing that marriage will be won state-
by-state and in courts. Even marriage,
however, will not protect an LGBT
person from being fired from his or her
job, as can now happen in 35 states.
That is why we need a federal strategy.”

Foreman concedes that the
fight to get a major Gay bill through
Congress will not be easy.

“Clearly, this is not something
we can or want to do alone. In fact, the
only way that we will gain new
protections at the federal level is if there
is a truly united effort that represents
the breadth and depth of our commu-
nity, starting at the grassroots.”

WARSAW - Holocaust survivors and world
leaders held a ceremony in Poland to mark
the sixtieth anniversary of the liberation of
the Auschwitz Nazi death camp by the Red
Army. Gay victims were the only ones not
remembered, and Gay groups the only ones
not invited, reported The Gully.

A thousand Holocaust survivors,
the Presidents of Israel, Russia, France,
Germany and Poland, U.S. Vice President
Dick Cheney, and Prince Edward of the
United Kingdom, attended the Auschwitz
ceremony.

Israeli President Moshe Katsav
called the camp “the largest graveyard of the
Jewish people.” Between 1.1 million and 1.5
million people, mostly Jews, were put to
death in Auschwitz, the largest of the Nazi
death camps.

Alongside Jews, Gays, Gypsies
(Roma and Sinti), Soviet prisoners of war and
Poles were killed at Auschwitz. Partial
analyses of official Nazi records indicate that
as many as 15,000 Gay men perished in
concentration camps. But independent schol-
ars think this is just the tip of the iceberg.

The director of the Museum of the
Former Camp of Auschwitz did not reply to a
request from Poland’s Gay activist NGO
Campaign against Homophobia to lay a
wreath to the Gay victims. Neither was the
Campaign’s delegation officially admitted to
the ceremony of commemoration.

“Homosexuals are the only group
murdered at Auschwitz whose representa-
tives were not invited to the ceremony of the
sixtieth anniversary of the liberation of the
camp,” reported next day Gazeta Wyborcza,
Poland’s biggest daily.

In Brussels, members of the
European Parliament stood in a minute of
silence to pay tribute to the victims of the
Holocaust and to mark the anniversary. The
European Parliament also passed a resolution
condemning anti-Semitism and racism and
paying tribute to the victims of Nazi
Germany, including Gays.

The draft resolution said: “(...) the
death camp at Auschwitz-Birkenau, where
hundreds of thousands of Jews, Roma,
homosexuals, Poles and other prisoners of
various nationalities were murdered, is not

only a major occasion for European
citizens to remember and condemn the
enormous horror and tragedy of the
Holocaust, but also for addressing the
disturbing rise in anti-Semitism, and
especially anti-Semitic incidents, in Eu-
rope, and for learning anew the wider
lessons about the dangers of victimizing
people on the basis of race, ethnic origin,
religion, politics, or sexual orientation.”

Poland’s European Parliament
members immediately protested against
the list of Auschwitz victims, where Gays
preceded Poles. Polish deputy Wojciech
Roszkowski told the Brussels body: “The
life of every human is equally important,
but when we speak of big numbers, putting
the Jewish, Roma, homosexual and Polish
victims together borders on the absurd.”
Poland’s largely chauvinistic and ho-
mophobic media echoed the protest. In the
final text of the resolution approved by the
European Parliament, Gay victims were
placed at the end of the list. At this week’s
ceremony at Auschwitz, on Polish soil,
Gay victims were not mentioned at all.

But history cannot be erased:
“The Nazi campaign against homosexual-
ity targeted the more than one million
German men who, the state asserted,
carried a ‘degeneracy’ that threatened the
‘disciplined masculinity’ of Germany,”
according to the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum.

Gay men were stripped of their
civil rights by the Nazis in 1935 and forced
to wear pink triangles to identify them.
Lesbians were also persecuted, but less
severely, in part because Nazis considered
women inferior to men and dependent on
them, and did not see Lesbians as a threat.

“Denounced as ‘antisocial para-
sites’ and as ‘enemies of the state,’ more
than 100,000 men were arrested under a
broadly interpreted law against homo-
sexuality. Approximately 50,000 men
served prison terms as convicted homo-
sexuals, while an unknown number were
institutionalized in mental hospitals.
Others — perhaps hundreds — were
castrated under court order or coercion,”
concludes the Holocaust Museum.
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by Frank Rich

Let us be grateful that Janet
Jackson did not bare both breasts. On the
first anniversary of the Super Bowl
wardrobe malfunction that shook America,
it’s clear that just one was enough to wreak
havoc. The ensuing indecency crusade in
Washington has unleashed a wave of self-
censorship on U.S. television unrivaled
since the McCarthy era, with everyone
from the dying D-Day heroes in “Saving
Private Ryan” to cuddly animated animals
on daytime television getting the ax. Even
NBC’s presentation of the Olympics last
summer, in which actors donned body
suits to simulate “nude” ancient Greek
statues, is now under federal investigation.

Public television is so fearful of
crossing its government patrons that it is
flirting with self-immolation. Having
disowned Lesbians in the children’s show
“Postcards From Buster” and stripped
suspect language from “Prime Suspect”
on “Masterpiece Theater,” PBS is editing
its Feb. 23 broadcast of “Dirty War,” the
HBO-BBC film about a terrorist attack, to
remove a glimpse of female nudity in a
scene depicting nuclear detoxification.
Next thing you know they’ll be snipping
lascivious flesh out of a documentary
about Auschwitz.

This repressive cultural environ-
ment was officially ratified on Nov. 2,
when Jackson’s breast pulled off its
greatest coup of all: the re-election of
President George Bush. Or so it was
decreed by the media horde that retroac-
tively declared “moral values” the
campaign’s decisive issue and the Super
Bowl the blue states’ Waterloo. The
political bosses of “family” organizations
have been emboldened ever since. They
are spending their political capital like
drunken sailors, redoubling their demands
that the Bush administration marginalize
Gay people, stamp out sex education and
turn pop culture into a continuous loop of
“Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm.”

With the Super Bowl on Sunday,
their crusade has scored a touchdown.
MTV has been replaced as halftime
producer by Don Mischer, the go-to guy
for a guaranteed snoozefest: His credits
include the Tony Awards, the Kennedy
Center Honors and the 2004 Democratic
National Convention at which the bal-
loons failed to drop. (His subsequent
cursing was heard on CNN, but escaped
government sanction because no Republi-
cans were watching.) Fox Sports Net has
changed the title of its signature program
“Best Damn Sports Show Period” to “Best
Darn Super Bowl Road Show Period.”
The commercials, too, will “be careful”
and in “good taste,” according to the head
of marketing for Anheuser-Busch.

This might all be laughable were
the government not expanding its role as
cultural cop. But it is. The departures of
Michael Powell, the Savonarola of the
Federal Communications Commission,
and John Ashcroft, whose parallel right-
breast fixation was stimulated by a statue
in the Justice Department, are red
herrings. “Thank God he’s gone, but God
help us with what’s next,” said Howard
Stern upon learning of Powell’s imminent
exit. He’s right.

After all, L. Brent Bozell of the
Parents Television Council condemned
Powell for “four years of failed leader-
ship” in fighting indecency. Bozell, whose
council has been second to none in
increasing the number of annual inde-
cency complaints from 111 in 2000 to a
million-plus last year, is angling for a
tougher successor and may well get one.

His wish has in effect been
granted even before Powell’s chair is
filled. The second Bush term began with
the installation of a powerful new
government censor in another big job,

Secretary of Education. Margaret Spell-
ings hadn’t even been officially sworn into
the cabinet when she took on “Postcards
From Buster,” threatening PBS with
decreased financing because one episode
had the show’s eponymous animated
rabbit hobnobbing with actual Lesbian
moms while visiting Vermont to learn how
maple syrup is made. Though Buster had
in previous installments visited Muslims,
Mormons, Orthodox Jews and Pentecostal
Christians, Gay couples (even when not
identified as such on camera) are verboten
to the new secretary of education.

“Many parents would not want
their young children exposed to the
lifestyles portrayed in this episode,”
Spellings wrote in her threatening letter to
Pat Mitchell, the CEO of PBS. The letter,
as it happened, was unnecessary: Public
broadcasting says that it had decreed on its
own only a few hours earlier that it would
not distribute the offending show - the
most alarming example yet of just how
cowardly it has become. Spellings’s
threats against PBS are only the latest
chapter in a continuing saga at a
department that increasingly resembles an
authoritarian Ministry of Information.

A month before the U.S. election,
The Los Angeles Times reported on its
front page that the department had quietly
destroyed more than 300,000 copies of “a
booklet designed for parents to help their
children learn history” after Lynne
Cheney, who has no official government
role, complained about its contents. The
booklet burning occurred under the watch
of Rod Paige, the education secretary who
fled his post last month. Enter Spellings, a
White House aide who by some accounts
had been a shadow administrator of the
education department during Paige’s out-
to-lunch tenure.

With all the other troubles in
public education, why would she focus on
a single episode of a single children’s
program on her second day in the job? We
don’t yet know. But her act was nothing if
not ideologically synergistic with still
another freshly uncovered Bush propa-
ganda effort. Just as Spellings busted
Buster, two more syndicated columnists
copped to receiving taxpayers’ dollars,
this time siphoned through the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, to
help craft propaganda for a Bush “healthy
marriage initiative.” (They joined
Armstrong Williams, the talking head and
columnist, who plugged administration
policies on radio and TV for $240,000 in
taxpayers’ funds.)

That the U.S. government is now
both intimidating PBS and awarding
public money to pundits to enforce “moral
values” agendas demonizing certain
families is the ugliest fallout of the
campaign against indecency.

That campaign cannot really
banish salaciousness from pop culture, a
rank impossibility in a market economy
where red and blue customers are united in
their infatuation with terrible music and
even worse television. But it can create
public policy that discriminates against
anyone on the hit list of moral values
zealots. Inane as it may seem that
Spellings is conducting a witch hunt
against Buster, there’s a method: the
cartoon surrogates are deliberately chosen
to camouflage the harshness of their
assault on nonanimated, flesh-and-blood
people.

This, too, has its antecedent in the
McCarthy era. In his novel “The

Continued on Page Fourteen
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Legislative Update
Monday, February 7, 5:00 p.m.,

was the deadline for bills to be filed in the
Arizona House of Representatives to be
considered during this session of Arizona’s
Legislature - with 800 proposals from the
needed to the ridiculous to the absolute
sublime, on the docket - some dealing with
issues needing to be addressed will not to
see the “legislative light of day” while
other measures, defying any rational
thought or common sense will get ram-
rodded through the process, wasting time
and even more taxpayer dollars, thanks to
those wingnuts of 1700 West Washington.

In 2004, a legislative postcard,
HCM 2004, supporting the proposed
Federal Marriage Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution that would have enshrined
discrimination by barring same-sex mar-
riages, civil unions and any domestic
partnerships was defeated but that was
then, it’s a new year and there is another
legislative postcard, HCM 2005, to deal
with.

HCM 2005, with 53 sponsors
and cosponsors, would send a message to
the U.S. House and Senate that Arizona
wants, “the Congress of the United States
propose an amendment to the Constitution
of the United States, to be ratified by the
legislatures or by conventions in three-
fourths of the several states, stating that
marriage in the United States shall consist
only of the union of a man and a woman.”

As previously reported, the
Senate K-12 Education Committee was
taking up SB 1077, a proposal that would
have required school districts with sex
education curricula to provide instruction
that is medically accurate and defines the
term “medically accurate” - expanding the
authority of school districts providing
instruction to students in kindergarten
through grade 12 on the acquired immune
deficiency syndrome (AIDS) and the
human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) to
include other sexually transmitted infec-
tions.

SB 1077 was held by the K-12
Education Committee and while this
happened, HB 2608 was introduced -
dealing with STD’s, the HIV/AIDS virus
and the law or don’t inform people with
medically accurate information but punish
them for something they may not know or
be aware of but digressing.

HB 2608, if approved, would
require that a person, with knowledge that
the person has a sexually transmitted
disease or has tested positive as a carrier of
a virus that causes acquired immune
deficiency syndrome, shall not knowingly
do any of the following:

Engage in sexual conduct with
another person without disclosing that
knowledge to the other person before
engaging in the sexual conduct - a Class 5
Felony. Engage in sexual conduct with
another person whom the person knows or
has reason to know lacks the mental
capacity to appreciate the significance of
the knowledge that the person has tested
positive as a carrier of a virus that causes
acquired immune deficiency syndrome - a
Class 3 Felony. Engage in sexual conduct
with a person who is under eighteen years
of age and who is not the person’s spouse
- another Class 3 Felony. Commit assault
against another person in a manner that
projects or transfers bodily fluids as
defined in section 13-1212 - also a Class 3
Felony.

Still on the subject of HIV/AIDS,
HB 2654 was also introduced on February
7, by four House Democrats, including
state Representative Linda Lopez, of
Tucson and openly Gay state Representa-
tive Robert Meza and Kyrsten Sinema,
both from Phoenix.  HB 2654 would

require school districts with sex education
curricula to provide instruction that is
medically accurate pertaining to STD’s
and HIV/AIDS.

Employment discrimination was
another issue dealt with on the final
deadline day for bills in the Arizona House
on February 7, with HB 2704, sponsored
and cosponsored by 20 Democratic state
Senators and Representatives, and would,
if approved, prohibit employers from
discriminating against workers due to
sexual orientation or gender identity.

HCR 2049 and HB 2710 were
also introduced on Monday, February 7,
granting specified responsibilities and
benefits to registered domestic partners, in
areas such as: community property, right
to inherit in the absence of a will, right of
one partner to insure the life of the other
and right to be guardian or conservator of
a disabled partner.  HCR 2049 would place
the proposal before voters in November
2006, and HB 2710 would enact it into
law.

As previously reported SB 1486,
sponsored by Senator Gabrielle Giffords,
D-Tucson, that would expand Arizona’s
hate crimes law to cover misdemeanor
offenses was first read and assigned to the
Senate Judiciary Committee for consider-
ation.  State Senator John Huppenthal, R-
Chandler is the chair of the Judiciary
Committee and needs to hear from citizens
that SB 1486 deserves to get a hearing
date.  Senator Huppenthal can be reached
at (602) 926-5261 or by E-mail:
jhuppent@azleg.state.az.us. . . .

In reaction to the decision by a
federal judge, striking down the Solomon
Amendment, a 10-year-old provision that
forces law schools and other educational
institutions to welcome military recruiters,
regardless of campus anti-discrimination
policies, or else forfeit federal funds. On
Wednesday, February 2, the U.S. House of
Representatives voted 327-84 on H. Con.
Res. 36, urging the Justice Department to
appeal this ruling by the U.S. Court of
Appeals.

In an interview, Steve Ralls of
the Servicemembers Legal Defense Net-
work (SLDN), said the resolution was
“unnecessary and outrageous” and “does
nothing but support anti-Gay discrimina-
tion.”

Both Democratic Members of
the Arizona delegation, Congressmen
Raul Grijalva and Ed Pastor voted against
the proposal.  Gay Arizona Congressman
Jim Kolbe, R-District 8, voted in favor of
the measure, as did the recently outed and
very hypocritical Congressman, David
Drier, R-CA.  Barney Frank, D-MA and
Tammy Baldwin, D-WI, the other two out
members of the U.S. House, voted against
the measure.
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Bluster OvBluster OvBluster OvBluster OvBluster Over Bustserer Bustserer Bustserer Bustserer Bustser
by Debra Chasnoff

Last week I experienced deja vu.
PBS — the Public Broadcasting Service
— decided not to distribute an episode of
its cartoon “Postcards From Buster” in
which Buster the animated bunny meets
two children whose parents are Lesbians.
The same day the secretary of education
sent PBS a letter demanding that the
network not air this show. “Many parents
would not want their young children
exposed to the lifestyles portrayed in the
episode,” she wrote.

She also asked PBS to return
federal funds used to make the episode.

I flashed back to 1999, when a
documentary I directed, “It’s Elementary
— Talking About Gay Issues in School,”
was offered for broadcast through Ameri-
can Public Television. The film shows
how and why schools are finding age-
appropriate ways to address Gay and
Lesbian issues in education — confront-
ing rampant anti-Gay name-calling, help-
ing students to discuss Gay-related topics
as part of lessons on current events and
reading books that have characters with
Gay parents.

When “It’s Elementary” was
scheduled to air on public television, PBS
received more letters of protest than for
any other program in its history.

And what was PBS’s response?
Said Robert Conrad, then president of the
network: “This sounds to me like a
program that helps parents do a better job
of parenting, and that is the kind of thing
that public broadcasting has a right to do.”

“It’s Elementary” went on to air

on more than 300 public television
stations around the country, inspiring
thousands of school communities to be
more active in confronting prejudice and
intolerance.

No such courage last week.

Explaining why the network
yanked the show, Lea Sloan, vice
president of media relations at PBS, said,
“We wanted to make sure that parents had
an opportunity to introduce this subject to
their children in their own time.”

What world are Education Secre-
tary Margaret Spellings and the executives
at PBS living in? It seems they think that
there is one world where all the families
and children live and another, separate one
where all those Gay people live.

Apparently it’s up to (straight)
parents to decide when to open the borders
and let their children have a controlled
peek at the other side.

At this point in American history,
that position is not only ridiculous, it’s
insulting and highly irresponsible. Mil-
lions of children have a parent, uncle, aunt,
cousin, sibling or grandparent who is Gay.
Thousands of dedicated teachers, school
administrators and coaches are Gays or
Lesbians. What kind of message are we
sending to our youth when we say that
their loved ones and trusted mentors aren’t
safe for children to meet on TV?

Even if we keep Buster the bunny
from visiting children whose parents are
Gay, we can’t put the rabbit back in the
hat. Gay people and Gay issues are part of
everyone’s world now, including that of

our children. Our only choice is whether
we step up and give kids the skills and
opportunities to treat everyone respect-
fully, or whether we try to perpetuate a
false silence around the real lives of
millions of Americans, a silence that is
damaging to all young people.

There seems to be a fear that if we
allow depictions of families on public TV
that don’t seem “typical” then somehow
we are encouraging children to go out and
create those kinds of families instead of the
“real” or “legitimate” kind. In fact, when
we give young people the opportunity to
see that there are all types of family
structures, we are helping to lay the
foundation for them to understand and
respect differences of all kinds, a skill that
has never been more needed.

Do we really want our public
broadcasting network’s funding to be
contingent on how the education secretary
thinks families should be portrayed on TV?
PBS says its mission is to use “the power of
noncommercial television . . . to enrich the
lives of all Americans through quality
programs and education services that
inform, inspire and delight.” All Ameri-
cans includes all kids, regardless of which
combination of adults comes together to
love and nurture them.

[Debra Chasnoff is a filmmaker
and winner of a 1991 Academy Award for
best documentary short subject. She is
director of the Respect for All Project
(www.respectforall.org), which works to
advance understanding of diversity among
young people.  This oped was reprinted
from the February 4 edition of The
Washington Post. ]

Postcards From Buster
Producer Reinvited To

Conference After
‘Misunderstanding’

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Broadcasting &
Cable magazine reports that Postcards
From Buster executive producer Carol
Greenwald has been reinvited to speak at
a children’s television conference spon-
sored by PBS and the Department of
Education. Greenwald had been disinvited
from the conference, but a DOE
spokesperson says that Greenwald’s
being disinvited was a “misunderstand-
ing” and that Greenwald was asked to
rejoin the panel.

Buster has come under fire for
an episode about maple sugar production
in Vermont that features two Lesbian
couples and their families. Margaret
Spellings, the new DOE secretary, had
previously asked PBS either to not air the
show or to yank the DOE logo from the
episode and to refund the DOE grant
money used to produce it.

WGBH Boston, which produces
Postcards From Buster, has made the
show available to PBS affiliates that wish
to air it. WGBH aired the episode,
“Sugartime!” this week, as did some 30
other stations, arguing that it fit the
parameters of the DOE’s “Ready-to-
Learn” grant just as much as other
episodes of the Buster series.
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BETTER BODIES
Professional Training

 * Individualized plan for
success
  * Access workouts any-
where
  * Professional Advice
  * Fat loss techniques
  * Private training
  * RESULTS !!

Programs based on body
composition and goals.

From $39.95 monthly

JERAMY PRICE
(520) 797-3488

6437 N. Oracle Road
(NW corner Oracle & Orange

Grove)

1101 N. Wilmot #123
(NW corner Speedway & Wilmot)

www.betterbodiestucson.com

If you feel a tug on your
heartstrings this week, it will most
certainly be caused by Mars which plucks
into earthy Capricorn. We feel our oats.
Prepare to take charge, take action and just
take, take, take.

ARIES   (MAR. 21 - APR. 20)
Proud Rams are infused with a certain
spark when Mars moves into Cap. Every
move you make and even every fleeting
whim is inspired and calculated to
succeed. Certain powerful folks sit up and
take notice. You may be poised for
greatness and not even know it. Will you
capitalize on this internal fire or just be
content to toast your chestnuts for a while?
Whatever turns you on.

TAURUS   (APR. 21 - MAY 21)
It will be difficult to sit home and
contemplate your navel when Mars enters
Cap. There are too many exciting things
waiting for you beyond your front door.
Expand your horizons, learn a few new
tricks and be open to exotic strangers.
Queer Bulls need to get out and about to
explore a few new watering holes. Who
knows where love may hide? You may be
surprised....

GEMINI   (MAY 22 - JUNE 21)
At heart you are a shy and retiring soul but
there will be none of that while Mars
cruises in Capricorn. Your love life is
whipped up to a peak. There is something
electric and sexy about you now that
attracts many admirers. Pink Twins are
ready for valentines action! Choose the
best of the seven deadly sins (lust and
gluttony?) and take them to the extreme.
But forget sloth!

CANCER   (JUNE 22 - JULY 23)
Mars in Cap turns all your attention to
partners in particular and relationships in
general. What is and is not working? What
else can you do to increase the
excitement? Do something extravagant
and bold to shake things up. Those single
Gay Crabs who are trawling for a catch can
locate the best fishing site now. And yet
the quality of your catch will all depend on
your bait.

LEO   (JULY 24 - AUG. 23)
Work becomes more exciting than usual.
Mars in Cap increases your productivity.
This becomes an excellent time to get
some long standing projects off your desk.
Oh goody.... But before you feel like a rat
on an ever speeding treadmill, channel
some of that energy into productive,
toning exercise. You can attract more
valentines with buff icing than with plain
pound loaf.

VIRGO   (AUG. 24 - SEPT. 23)
Queer Virgins are ready and raring to
play with Mars in Cap. You will have a
choice of fun venues where you can let
loose and dissipate. You can also
channel this energy into an artistic
course of action and get involved with
something earth shaking. Unravel a
puzzle, encounter a secret valentines
admirer or create a mystery yourself.
Inspiration strikes! Or something like
that.

LIBRA   (SEPT. 24 - OCT. 23)
Most of the time you are content to let
others set the agenda and call the shots.
Not this time. Mars in Cap sets you on
a collision course where you must take
the wheel and drive. But you can avoid
the pitfalls. The trick is to listen
carefully and survey the landscape
before you take any action. Preparation
is pivotal, proud Libra, as is a
discerning eye. Heck, make it two eyes.

SCORPIO   (OCT. 24 - NOV. 22)
You have quite a few strong opinions
that may not be ready for an audience.
Can you patiently hold them in?
Forgetaboutit, proud Scorp. Now as
Mars enters Cap, you simply cannot
contain yourself. Throw your heart to
the wilde wind, give your thoughts
room to roam and see how your ideas
generate action. Just be sure to hire a
personal censor....

SAGITTARIUS   (NOV. 23 - DEC. 22)
Queer Archers will carefully watch
their bottom line while Mars enters
Cap. Money becomes the be all end all
as you plot the most profitable course
of action. Much time and energy will be
spent on maximizing your profits. But
in the end can it really buy happiness?
Well if not, it can certainly buy
extravagant comforts and fair weather
party hearty valentines. Oh let it rain!

CAPRICORN   (DEC. 23 - JAN. 20)
You personal star begins to glitter and
glow with Mars in your own sign. Pack
the sunglasses! This is no time to sit in
the background and blend in with the
wallpaper. Get out there and mingle,
pink Cap. You have a good window of
opportunity to expand your social
circle with some interesting new faces.
Who knows where your assorted
valentines are hiding? You soon will....

AQUARIUS   (JAN. 21 - FEB. 19)
Do you feel particularly intuitive as
Mars enters Cap? Well you should.
Aqueerians break through the fog and
see a bit into the future. Secrets are
revealed, conspiratorial plans are
uncovered and hidden enemies and
their machinations are overcome. So
listen for the rustling underpinnings, let
your heart speak to you and go with
your gut. Who can concentrate with all
this noise??

PISCES   (FEB. 20 - MAR.  20)
Friends will lead you into all sorts of
mischief, if you are lucky. Guppies can
fill up their valentines dance cards with
some familiar faces. Is there a gem in
the trash? Who knows where it can
lead? Dance the night away as Mars
turns up the music in Cap. Don’t stay
home. Create plenty of memories with
a certain someone who can keep you
warm at night.



WEEKLY OBSERVER

Advice to Dems

A three hour seminar that can change your way of life.

Energy, endurance 
             & a healthy body that looks good!Simply

Fit
Deitrich Dianne Benjamin, CPT

Personal Training to Fit your Lifestyle
www.deitrich-fitness.com

2 for 1
Fitness Assessment*
Offer valid through February 2005j

*Same visit only. 

Safe effective exercise • Practical nutrition you can live with

No Gym Fees • Eat and Drink Creatively • Flexible Hours • Call for an appointment today!

272-7593
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Domestic Partnership
Continued from Page One

If you*re one of those people who find
vulnerability attractive, you*ve got to be
head over heals in love with the
Democrats.

I*ve watched various groups of
them trying to pick up the pieces on
television chat shows and even my stony
heart goes out.  What do you do when
you can*t beat the guy who*s just turned
in the most disastrous term, both foreign
and domestic, in memory?  Here*s the
only guy to give us a net job loss since
Hoover.  Here*s the only guy with a
bigger self-inflicted fiasco on his hands
than Vietnam.  And he whips you?

Fortunately, the Democrats have
time to do some thinking, because their
thinking to date has been weak.  If we go
by the portrayal of it on mainstream TV,
they*ve still failed to recognize the
personality contest aspects of
presidential politics and they*re
continuing to target a group of voters
that is too small to do them any good.

I*ve recently argued here that, in
presidential politics, the hayseed persona
trumps any combination of issues.
Without restating that argument, let me
simply recapitulate it by saying that a
candidate who travels with his but!er so
his toast will be served with the crusts
removed will lose, every single time
irrespective of the issues, to a candidate
who revels in news photos of himself
picking his nose.

Until the Democrats come to the
realization that persona trumps issues,
their cause will continue to be hopeless.

The other Democratic problem
is just plain arithmetic.  They*re still
convinced that they can win if they can
just get their share of the tiny number of
voters who can*t seem to make up their
minds.  The idea is that, with 45% solid
for each side, you go for the 10% that*s
dazed and confused.

This is lunacy.  How do you
fight for people who don*t know what
they want?  Is that what Kerry was doing
when he said something like, “I voted for
this piece of legislation before I voted
against it”

If the Democrats want to win a
presidential election again they*re going
to have to forget about the 10% of voters
who can’t make up their minds and focus
on the 50% of eligible voters who don*t
bother to vote.

And the current administration
has made my suggested focus very easy,
easier than it has ever been before.  By
waging what amounts to class warfare
against people who work for a living, as
opposed to those who invest for a living,
the Bush administration has opened the
door for the Democrats to redefine
themselves in a winning manner.

In the past both parties have
pretty much claimed to be the champions
of the ideal of peace and prosperity for
everybody.  Now that Bush has moved
over to the extreme position of, “We*ve
got ours and screw you,* Democrats can
only be competitive by saying, ‘Were
going to fight for the little guy.

If the Democrats come out as
unabashedly for wage earners as the
Republicans have for investors, the

Dems win.  There are more wage earners
than investors.  It is as simple as that.

“But that*s class warfare”
you*ll say.  That*s exactly what it is.
Bush has very successfully instituted
class warfare on behalf of his class
while the Democrats have been acting as
some kind of evenhanded non-partisan
referees.

Let me attempt to put my
premise in stark terms: the Democrats,
to have any chance at all, have got to
quit worrying about what*s reasonable,
quit worrying about what will work, quit
worrying about what*s good for the
country, and start standing up for the
guy who can*t afford health insurance
and the old folks who are dropping dead
because they can*t afford their meds.

The Dems have got to go after
that large body of non-voters who are
smart enough to know they*re being
screwed by both sides.  They*ve go to
say, “We*re going to get every damn
thing for the American worker that the
European worker gets — bealthcare,
vastly less work time, vastly more
vacation time, vastly more security” etc.

But I confess I*m not
optimistic.  Old habits die hard.  The
Dems are so used to chasing the
undecideds by appearing to be
undecided themselves that they*ll
probably need to take at least one more
whipping before they can nerve
themselves up enough to try something
new.

[Thorn welcomes comments,
suggestions for future columns, and tips
on local skulduggery that ought to be
exposed. Write to Box 65571, Tucson,
AZ 85754.]

years old, not related to each other, of the
same gender and otherwise qualified to
enter into a legally_binding contract.

A domestic partner would not be
another term for same-sex marriage, since
Arizona law, adopted in 1996 as the Ari-
zona Defense of Marriage Act, states that
marriage is between one man and one
woman.  Establishing a domestic partner
registry recognizes that there are Arizona
families, headed by same gender couples
who are being denied basic rights and tools
they need to keep their families healthy
and strong.

According to the proponents, the
domestic partnership status grants a few
basic family rights and responsibilities
while marriage rights and responsibilities
are much more comprehensive.  This mea-
sure would be only for same-sex couples
in a committed relationship since oppo-
site gender couples have the right to marry
and gain much greater rights and respon-
sibilities.

Under “Domestic Partnerships;
Responsibilities and Benefits,”  dissolv-
ing a domestic partnership would be sort
of the same as divorce.  Domestic part-
ners will have access to family court, in-
stead of civil court.  In addition, some of
the results may be different because of the
inherent differences between domestic
partnership and marriage.

Currently in Arizona, the City of
Tucson has a domestic partner registry,
established December 1, 2003, and of
December 31, 2004, a total of 233, same
and opposite sex couples had signed on to
the registry with only four couples termi-
nating the relationship, according to the
City Clerk’s office.
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Dear Dr. X,

This is embarrassing, so I’m not
going to use my real name.  You can print
it, though, if you want to.  My roommate
came home unexpectedly the other day,
and she walked in on me masturbating.  I
was horrified!   She was calm and told me
not to worry about it.  She said she hears
me doing it all the time.  I started thinking
about how much I do it, and am worried I
do it too much.  Can I hurt myself by
doing it too much?  If so, how much is too
much?  I’m going to be quieter, too.

Signed, Wanker

Dear Wanker,

It can be a shock, and some-
times embarrassing, when someone else
interrupts you while you are doing
something intensely private or personal.
It is normal to feel this way, and you
should defiantly not be ashamed of these
feelings-or even ashamed of masturbat-
ing for that matter.  Next time though,
lock the door!

You cannot even imagine how
many times this subject has been studied.
What almost every study bears out is that
no matter how much you act out self-
love, you are not causing any harm.  I say

almost because there have been a handful
of studies where possible ill side effects
have been reported.  Oddly enough,
though, these particular studies tend to be
funded by groups who have a vested
interest in the findings coming out against
such behaviors, like religious organiza-
tions, hmm.

(Obvious exceptions to the “no
harm” rule involve damage that you can
cause to your penis by extreme behavioral
disorders like excessive/compulsive mas-
turbation, or by the kind of marathon
masturbation caused by using drugs like
Crystal Meth.  If neither one of these
situations applies to you, then your body
will tell you when you have had enough by
cutting off your desire, and/or making your
dick feel too sore to use.)

I did some checking, and found
some statistics that you may find
interesting.  Of men in their teens and
twenties, 90-95% admit to masturbating.
A small number of those admitted to a habit
of over 23 times per week!  The average
adult male will pleasure himself on average
of 6 times per week.  The average age for
men to start is 12.  A whopping 85% of men
say they were never discouraged as kids
from self love.  And, this one is just for you
Wanker, over 33% of men admit to being

“caught in the act”.  (All of these stats
came from different sources, and should
not be considered firm medical facts.)

As someone who regularly
dispenses advice on HIV, STD’s and
such, my advice to you is to wank as
much as you want.  That is the safest sex
you can have.  If this is more than a
natural desire-if this is your particular
sexual fetish-you can find many websites
and even a few local clubs that cater to
your desire.  My advice: take matters into
your own hands and enjoy!  Again, there
is no credible evidence to support that
regular or even frequent masturbation
will adversely affect your health.

And though I don’t normally
endorse anything, if you are interested in
more history on this subject, check out
Thomas W. Lacquer’s Solitary Sex-A
Cultural history of Masturbation, which
can be ordered from your friendly
neighborhood bookseller.

[Have a question?  Need a straight
answer?  Send your questions to Dr. X at
gmhp@saaf.org or mail them to SAAF/
GMHP, 375 S. Euclid, Tucson, AZ
85719. You can also check out Dr. X
online at www.gmhp.org.]

Continued from Page Seven

Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and
Clay,” Michael Chabon was extrapolating
from actual history when one of his heroes,
a Gay comic book artist, is hauled before
Congress to testify about pairing up
“strapping young fellows in tight trousers”
as superheroes.

A Senate committee of the time did
investigate the comics. Its guiding force was
the psychiatrist Fredric Wertham’s fear-
mongering 1954 tome “Seduction of the
Innocent,” which posited that Batman and
Robin could corrupt children by inducing a
“wish dream of two homosexuals living
together.” The decency cops of that day,
exemplified by closeted Gay right-wingers
like J. Edgar Hoover and Roy Cohn,
escalated a culture war into one with human
costs by conflating homosexuality with the
criminality of treason. One big difference
between that America and the current one is
that the culture industry, public broadcast-
ing not included, has gained much more
power since then.

[Frank Rich is a columnist for the
New York Times, this article was reprinted
from the February 5 edition of The
International Herald Tribune.]

Jury Nullifies ‘Gay
Rage’ Murder Defense

OSHKOSH - A jury has ignored claims that
a Wisconsin man was murdered in a case of
“Gay rage” and ruled that Gary Hirte, 19
was sane when he killed Glen Kopitske in
July 2003, reported 365Gay.com reported.

Hirte will be sentenced in March.
He has already pleaded guilty to Kopitske’s
slaying.  The only question for the jury was
whether he was mentally incompetent at the
time of the murder as his lawyer had argued
or was sane and perpetrated cold blooded
murder.

The conviction carries life in state
custody but the judge can decide whether to
keep Hirte in prison for life or set early date
for supervised release.

He said Hirte had been drinking at
home and went to a boat landing and sat on
the hood of his car. Kopitske approached
and invited Hirte to his house.

The men had oral sex and Hirte left
and returned to his car. A few hours later he
drove off in what his lawyer Gerald Boyle
described as an “unbelievable rage,” got a
shotgun and knife, returned to the house and
killed Kopitske.

Dist. Atty. William Lennon says
that planned the murder and did it to see how
it would feel.

But Boyle told the jury that Hirte
wastormented about his sexuality and
confused about what was going on inside of
him.

According to Boyle, Hirte had
“homosexual urges” that intensified after he
drank alcohol, as he did the night of the
murder.

Boyle claimed that Hirte was
overcome with anger and “self loathing”
and that he should be found insane. A
psychiatrist testifying for the defense told
the court that “Gay rage” is a valid medical
condition.  George Palermo said that after
examining Hirte he determined that the man
had killed in a “micro-psychotic episode.
Palermo said that the “episode” was brought
on by the “shame of realizing he had sex
with another man”.

If the jury had found Hirte insane
he would have been sent to a mental
institution, where he could petition every six
months for release.



Gay Father Fights Anti-Gay
Custody Restriction
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ALEXANDRIA - A court ruling forcing a
Maryland Gay father’s partner to move out
of the house where the father is raising his
12-year-old son “has been so negative for
the child in so many ways,” the father’s
lawyer said Monday, January 31, reported
the Associated Press on Advocate.com.

“It’s very upsetting to the child.
He wants his father’s partner to be able to
move back in, and they can just resume
their normal family life,” said Shannon
Minter, lawyer for Ulf Hedberg. Minter,
legal director for the National Center for
Lesbian Rights, filed a brief with the court
of special appeals Monday asking the court
to dissolve a Virginia court order prohibit-
ing Blaise Delahoussaye from living in the
house with Hedberg and his son. “The son
just misses the partner very much. He had
been living with them 5 1/2 years from
about [the age of] 4 to 9 1/2. It’s very
upsetting to the child,” Minter said.

In an e-mail response to the
Associated Press, Hedberg, who is deaf and
whose native language is Swedish, said that
before Delahoussaye had to move, “we
were happy and thought we would be happy
like everyone who has family. Our happy
life was smashed in the result of the
Virginia court’s ruling.... Our son has
missed Blaise very much that he cried on
every night in the beginning and asked me
why Blaise moved out. I struggled to find a
way to explain to him why this happened.”

According to court papers, after
Hedberg and the boy’s mother, Annica
Detthow, separated in 1996, Delahoussaye
moved in with the father and son. Three
years later, the two men bought a house
together, and Delahoussaye played an
active role in raising the boy. But in 2000,
when the mother moved to Florida, she
sought custody of the boy. A judge in
Alexandria, Va., awarded joint legal
custody to the parents, but gave Hedberg
primary physical custody with the condi-
tion that Delahoussaye move out of the
house. The two men then moved to
Montgomery County, Md., and rented
separate apartments. Hedberg filed suit in
Montgomery County circuit court to
dissolve the Virginia court order, but the
suit was dismissed.

Detthow is opposing the move to
dissolve the Virginia order but “has no
objection to the father and her son living in
Maryland” and is not seeking to alter the
custody judgment, said Patrick Stiehm, her
lawyer. “She is satisfied with the way
things have gone to this point. She sees no
reason for making that one particular

change.” He would not elaborate on why
Detthow does not want the order
prohibiting Delahoussaye living with
her former husband and her son
changed.

Minter said because of the
additional financial burden of maintain-
ing two households, Hedberg and
Delahoussaye had to sell the Virginia
house and moved to smaller apartments
in Maryland. “The father has lost the
tremendous benefit of having a second
person on the scene to help with chores
and dinner and caretaking, so he’s been
able to spend less time with the child,”
Minter said.

The Gay advocacy group
Lambda Legal is also supporting
Hedberg’s lawsuit. “This child’s world
was turned upside down all because a
Virginia court issued a knee-jerk,
antiGay custody restriction,” said Susan
Sommer, supervising attorney at Lambda
Legal. “He lost his home, his school, his
park, and—most important—the prox-
imity of the caring adult who has helped
raise him.”

Minter said the lower court
judge, without hearing arguments,
mistakenly denied the motion to dissolve
the Virginia order, saying the father had
not shown any change in circumstances
since the ruling in Virginia. “We think
Maryland law is very clear if a parent is
alleging that an existing order is
detrimental to a child, that necessarily is
enough to trigger a reconsideration of
the order,” he said. Minter also said a
change is warranted under a 2003 ruling
by the U.S. Supreme Court striking
down the Texas sodomy law.

I ask all organizers, or those
people that will be partaking in these
Parades to stop and think. Ask yourself
why you ran to the big cities and then
remember those that have stayed back to
fight for your equality in small town
USA.  Then remember that your actions
in the big cities affect us back home in
small town USA.

If the GLBT community really
wants equality and respect form main-
stream America, it is time we put on the
“Ritz” and not the “Circus Side Show.”
Your small town GLBT family is hoping
that this year you will make the right
decisions when it comes to celebrating
our diversity. Let us have a celebration
that welcomes all and not be offensive to
those who may disagree.

Dan Senglaub
Bountiful, UT

Continued from Page Three
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   TUCSON RESOURCES - TUCSON RESOURCES - TUCSON RESOURCES

CERTIFIED
PERSONAL TRAINER
Centrally Located

Private Gym
Call Andrew   (520)

909-4649
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CLASSIFIED ADS ARE 25¢ PER WORD, $5.00 MINIMUM
CLASSIFIED ADS WILL  NOT BE TAKEN BY PHONE

GWM, 68, SEEKS Someone middle
age for fun times.  731-6152

1074

TWO BEDROOM or ONE BEDROOM,
ONE BATH ADOBE DUPLEX HOMES.
Private patio, covered park-
ing. New paint-light fix-
tures-appliances.  Ceramic
tile floors.  Gas heat with
evaporative cooling. Washer/
dryer hook-ups. $600 or $450/
month with lease and deposit.
Gay owned and operated.  Call
331-5111. 1072

SEEKING MATURE PERSON FOR 1
BEDROOM HOUSE.  Off-Street
parking.  Private front and
side yard.  Shared backyard
pool/spa.  W/D hookup.
Mountain/Grant area. $465/
mo. + Gas and Electric.  770-
0749 1070

INTERIOR PAINTING: A WALL, A
ROOM OR THE WHOLE HOUSE.
PH.293-2629 1073

DOES YOUR HOUSE OR ANYTHING IN
YOUR HOUSE NEED ANY REPAIR,
REMODELING OR RENOVATION?  I

have experience, tools and
references.  Renaissance
Works!  Glenn  661-7289

1068..
SENSUOUS/EROTIC MEN’S FULL
BODY MASSAGE.  “Quickies” &
Outcalls!  Experienced.
Satisfaction guaranteed.
Tucson’$ Be$t Deal. $45/h+/
hour.  Evenings/Weekends
Only.  John, 327-3135.

1074

RELAX WITH A FULL BODY
MASSAGE FOR MEN in a private
studio on the West Side.  Call
Ralph, 883-74 96.

1070
END BACK PAIN.  The back
solution, massage and body-
work.  15 years experience.
Tension Erasure - Stress
Reduction - Relax for Health.
Abe 294-4810
1068..

TENSE?  STRESSED OUT? Relax
for an hour with a full body
rub by Frank.  Private
studio, off-street parking.
548-7019 days, evenings.

1073

FULL BODY SWEDISH MASSAGE FOR
MEN.  Best rates in Tucson!
Speedway and Swan area.  IN
and OUT calls.  7 days. 548-
6314      1074

ENJOY A NICE TOUCH.
Attractive man offers a
sensuous, relaxing massage.
10am - 8 p.m.  745-0231
1073

KNEADING TENSE SORE MUSCLES
in  relaxing central
location.  Nurturing, stress
relief body rub.  Affordable.
326-8226
1069

BASIC THAI, DEEP TISSUE OR
RELAXING MASSAGE by a
trained, caring male. .
Often at a moments notice.
First Time Discount! (520)
730-7966.

1076
EXPERIENCE YOUR BODY ELEC-
TRIC IN A DYNAMIC WAY with
Tantric Therapeutic Massage.
Feel alive with the quality
of 22 years of Professional
Experience. Strong but
gentle hands to soothe your
spirit   Plan ahead.  Marc
881-4582 by appointment.

1075

 ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS
Let me keep your clothes
fitting properly and in
good repair.  Experienced -
- Economical -- Prompt.
Merle Hudson, (520)888-7264
in Tucson. 1074
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    DAILY BAR
     CALENDAR

NON-BAR CALENDAR
    Groups / Clubs /
Organizations /

  BAR CALENDAR
  Of Upcoming
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SUNDAY

COLORS - Fabulous Brunch 11am - 2pm with
complimentary mimosa.  Dinner 5-10pm..

HOWL AT THE MOON – Open at 10:30 am.
Chuckwagon Breakfast 10:30 am – 1:30 pm, includes Bloody
Mary or Mimosa.  $2 Smirnoff Sunday.  Enjoy the smooth sounds
of Susie Rough 7-10:30pm.

IBT’s -Open Noon. $1.75 Bloodys, Screws or mimosas.
til 4pm 4-7:30 Karaoke with Michael D. on the patio 5:30-8
Benefit BBQ for community organizations 7:30-2Am Dance with
David Z.All drink specials not available during special events

VENTURE-N - Open 10am. Patio open 3pm. $1.75
Bloody Marys or Screws til 3pm Patio Beer Bust 3-7.Burger BBQ
5-7. Selection of burger meats to choose from. $2 proceeds go to
Pet Watch (helping HIV/AIDS clients with their veterinary bills).

WOODY’S -  Open 11am. Sunday Brunch 11:30 - 2:30.
Eggs and meat du jour plus BMs, Mims or Screws $5. $1.50
Bloody Marys, screwdrivers, Mimosas; Happy Hour 11am-8pm.
Patio Bar open 5-close. Pick-up Beach Volleyball games 5-?.
$2.50 sirloin burger w/salad 5-9pm. Karaoke with Michael D. 9pm

YARD DOG - Open Sundays 10am - 1am. Bloody
Marys or Screwdrivers $1.75 from 10am - 3pm.

MONDAY
COLORS - Open 11am for lunch; 5pm for dinner.

Happy Hour 4-7pm.  Domestic beer and well cocktails $2.25
HOWL AT THE MOON – Open at 3 pm. Happy Hour

3 – 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm pitchers, $5
lg pitchers.  Monday Munchies 3 – 8 pm with reduced prices on
appetizers - best deal in town.

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-7pm, Audio
Anomoly 9pm-2am with DJ Trinidad, 10pm-2am $1.50 well
vodka drinks, All drink specials not available during special
events.

 VENTURE-N - Open 8am. Patio 6pm.  Free pool til
4pm.  $2.75 Skyy Martinis 4-8.  Free Hot Dogs.

WOODY’S - Open 10am. Special Happy Hour 10am-
2pm. Regular Happy Hour 2-8. Karaoke w/Michael D. 9-1

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am. 50¢ off any Scotch until
7pm.  Beer Bust 3-7pm.

COLORS - Open 11am for lunch, 5pm dinner.  Happy
Hour  4-7pm.  Domestic beers and well cocktails $2.25.  Karaoke
10:30pm to close w/Johnny DJ.

HOWL AT THE MOON – Open at 3 pm. Happy Hour
3 – 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm pitchers, $5
lg pitchers.  Tequila Tuesday:   $2.00 well margaritas, 50¢ off call
tequilas.  Karaoke Debbie 8-midnight. IBT’s - Open Noon.
Happy Hour Noon-7pm, Tropical Tuesdays $2.50 Tropical drinks
and DJ Q playing Retro Music 70’s, 80’s and 90’s 9pm-close, All
drink specials not available during special events.

VENTURE-N - Open 8am. Patio 6pm. Free Pool til
4pm.

WOODY’S - Open 10am. Special Happy Hour 10am-
2pm. Regular Happy Hour 2-8. Bartender Calls It drink specials..

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am.50¢ off any Tequila until
7pm  Beer Bust 3-7pm.

WEDNESDAY
COLORS - Open 11am for lunch; 5pm dinner.  Happy

Hour 4-7pm Domestic Beers or Well cocktails $2.25.
HOWL AT THE MOON – Open at 3 pm. Happy Hour

3 – 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm pitchers, $5
lg pitchers.  Free Pool all day.  Draught Beer Specials all day.
Beginning couples dance lessons with Amanda 7:30 – 8:30 pm.
Country DJ Jake plays 8:30 - close

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-7pm, 9pm
“Diva-Licious” show w/ Bunny Fu Fu. HiNrgy dance with DJ Q,
All drink specials not available during special events.

VENTURE-N - Open 8am. Patio 6pm. Free Pool til
4pm.  Draft Special 12-4pm. $2.75 Cuervo  Margaritas 4-8pm

WOODY’S - Open 10am. Special Happy Hour 10am-
2pm. Regular Happy Hour 2-8. Free Hot Dog Buffet 5-11pm.
Underwear- fetish- leather nite w/Gary and Chris with GMHP. $1
off any drink or bottled beer.(Excludes draft & schnapps) for all in
leather or underwear.

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am.50¢ off any Vodka until
7pm  Beer Bust 3-7pm.

THURSDAY
COLORS - Open 11am for lunch, 5pm dinner.  4-7pm

Happy Hour Domestic Beers or Well cocktails $2.25.  Karaoke
10:30 - close with Johnny DJ.

HOWL AT THE MOON –Open at 3 pm. Happy Hour 3
– 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm pitchers, $5 lg
pitchers.  $2.00 Mexican Beers all day.  Karaoke with Debbie from
8 to midnight.

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-7pm, Tricked
Out Thursday with your Bartenders in their undies and DJ Mike
Lopez spinning Top 40 & All request $1.75 Long Islands and
$1.50 Cocksucker shots 10pm-2am, All drink specials not
available during special events.

VENTURE-N - Open 8am.  Patio  open 6pm. Free Pool
til 4pm.  Pool Tourney 7pm. $3 entry. Special prices for players.
Steak Nite (4th  Thursday of each month).  Bring your own or get
it here $5.

WOODY’S - Open 10am.Special Happy Hour 10am-
2pm. Regular Happy Hour 2-8.  Free Pool 8 to close. Volleyball
Court is Open.  See bartender.

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am.50¢ off any Bourbon til
7pm. Beer Bust 3-7pm.

FRIDAY
COLORS - Open 11am for lunch.  Dinner 5-10pm.

Happy Hour 4-7pm domestic beers or well cocktails $2.25.
HOWL AT THE MOON – Open at 3 pm. Happy Hour

3 – 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm pitchers, $5
lg pitchers.  Line Dance Lessons 7:30 to 8:30 pm. DJ Pat plays
your country dance songs 8:30-midnight then a mix of dance and
country until close.  Kitchen open 10pm-2am for late night
munchies.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-7pm, Live Jazz
on the Patio with Susan 6pm-9pm, Hot Dance from 9pm-2am, All
drink specials not available during special events.

VENTURE-N - Open 8am.  Patio open 6pm. Free Pool
til 4pm.  DJ 9pm to close.

WOODY’S - 10am.Special Happy Hour 10am-2pm.
Regular Happy Hour 2-8.   Martini Party - Well Martini’s $2.00 3-
4pm.  Call Martinis $3 from 3-4pm. Complimentary Shrimp
Cocktail 4-8pm.  Patio Bar Open 7pm - midnight.

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am.50¢ off any Gin until
7pm. Beer Bust 3-7pm.  Kennel open 9pm.

SATURDAY
COLORS - Open 11am for lunch; 5-10pm full dinner.
HOWL AT THE MOON – Open at 10:30 am.  Happy

Hour 3 – 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm
pitchers, $5 lg pitchers.  $3.00 Burger & Fries all day.  DJ playing
your favorite country songs 8:30-midnight then ‘anything goes’
requests until close.  Kitchen open 10pm-2am for late night
munchies.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-7pm, 8:30pm
Show time w/ Ajia Simone or Janee Starr, Circuit Saturday’s with
DJ Q spinning Hot Club Music. All drink specials not available
during special events.

VENTURE-N - Open 10am.  Patio Bar open 3pm.  Patio
Beer Bust 3-7pm.  DJ 9-1.

WOODY’S - Open 10am. Special Happy Hour 10am-
2pm. Regular Happy Hour 2-8.  Patio Bar  opens 5pm.  5-9pm
Steak or Mahi Mahi BBQ with all the trimmings $5.

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am. Beer Bust 3-7pm.   75¢
glass, $2.25 pitcher.  50¢ off  any  Rum  1pm to 7pm.  Beer Bust 3-
7pm.  Kennel Open 9pm.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12
IBT’S - “An Evening With Ajia Simone”, showtime 8:30
p.m.  Hosted by Ajia Simone.

YARD DOG SALOON - Beginning night of the 4th

Anniversary Celebration.  The party lasts until Monday!
Food, Fun and lots of Frolicking.  Whatever that is!

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13
HOWL AT THE MOON - Sweets for your sweetheart
Valentine treat.  Stop in from 7:30 to 10:00 p.m. for a
tempting free dessert Buffet!  Special prices on champagne
and Starbuck’s Coffee Liquor Drinks.  DJ playing love
songs from 7:30 until 11:30.

IBT’S - Special Benefit Show for Poyzien Miles, candidate
for Miss Gay Tucson America.  Special guests Chantelle
Douglas, Nikki Knowles, Seduction Miles, Janee Starr,
Ajia Simone and Teri Akki. Showtime 8:00 p.m.

YARD DOG SALOON - 4TH Anniversary Party continues.
Celebrate with Ray, Merlin and John and the gang.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14
WOODY’S - Big Valentine Party with drink specials and
party favors from 8:00p.m. til closing.

YARD DOG SALOON - The 4th Anniversary Party winds
down tonight with the annual Mister and Miss Yard Dog
Contest.  It begins at 9:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 16
IBT’S - The “DivaLicious Show” hosted by Bunny FuFu.
Showtime 9:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 9
#1 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Join Jack for
Canasta. If you don’t know how to play, we’ll be glad
to teach you. For reservations and directions, please
call Jack at 887-8736.

#2 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. The Circle of Men is
a support group that helps you deal with yourself and
your relationships with others. For directions and
reservations, please call David and Daniel at 579-9763.

Tucson Prime Timers, Lunch – 12:30 p.m.,   The
Wildcat House , 1800 N. Stone Ave.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11
#1. Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 11:30 a.m. Join Karol for a
morning of Miniature Golf at Funtasticks. For
reservations and directions, please call Karol at 744-
9017.

#2. Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 1:00 p.m. Karol hosts a Lunch
Out at Chuy’’s. For reservations and directions, please
call Karol at 744-9017.

#3 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m.
Lloyd hosts a fun evening of Scrabble. If you don’t
know how to play, we’ll be glad to teach you. For
reservations and directions, please call Lloyd at 792-
8537.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12
Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Marv hosts Pinochle
Night. If you don’t know how to play, but would like to
learn, this is the place. For more information, please
call Marv at 745-0304.

Tucson Prime Timers, Food & Drinks - 5:00 p.m.,
Woody’s,  3710 N. Oracle Rd.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13
Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 6:30 p.m. Mitch and Michael
host an evening of the ancient Chinese game; Mah
Jong,. If you don’t know how to play, but would like to
learn, this is the place. For more information, please
call Michael and Mitch at 326-5555.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14
Tucson Prime Timers, Lunch – 12:30 p.m., The
Wildcat House, 1800 N. Stone Ave.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 15
#1 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. The Circle of Men is
a support group that helps you deal with yourself and
your relationships with others. For directions and
reservations, please call Tom at 591-2828.

#2 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Join the men of
MSN for an evening out at Rainbow Planet Coffee
House. This is a chance to have a cup of coffee and chat
with the men of MSN. For more information, please
contact Ray at 247-2716.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 16
#1 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Join Terry for
Canasta. If you don’t know how to play, we’ll be glad
to teach you. For reservations and directions, please
call Terry at 577-2396.

#2 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. The Circle of Men is
a support group that helps you deal with yourself and
your relationships with others. For directions and
reservations, please call David and Daniel at 579-9763.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17
Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Join Merlin and Lee
for an evening of Charades. Come and put your acting/
miming skills to the test. For directions and
reservations, please call Lee and Merlin at 207-5336.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18
Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Join Karol for
Dessert and a Movie. Karol will make several mouth
watering desserts for you to enjoy. Then follow it up
with a movie. This month’s feature is 1981’s “SOB”,
starring Julie Andrews and William Holden. For
reservations and directions, please call Karol at 744-

9017.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19
#1 Join Jack & Mike and Ed & Marcus for a morning of
Volleyball. This is played for fun, and you’ll get to know
some nice guys as you play. For details and directions,
please call Mike/Jack at 881-5733 or Marcus/Ed at 407-
5733.

#2 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Steve hosts Pinochle
Night. If you don’t know how to play, but would like to
learn, this is the place. For more information, please call
Steve at 664-2076.
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HALLELUJAH RECOVERY DRUG &
ALCOHOL 12-STEP. Every Thursday 5:30-
6:30pm at Cornerstone Fellowship, 2902 N.
Geronimo. 622-4626.

SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE
CLINIC provided daily by the Pima County
Health Department. Gay friendly. Confiden-
tial. Treatment and Medication too! Any
questions? Call 624-8272

SOUTHERN ARIZONA AIDS FOUNDA-
TION (SAAF), 375 S. EUCLID. Office Hours
8am to 5pm, Monday through Friday. Direct
services and emotional support for persons
with and affected by HIV. Anonymous HIV
testing and support groups available. Preven-
tion education programs. 628-SAAF (7223).
World wide web: http://www.saaf.org. VOL-
UNTEERS WELCOME.

LESBIAN SUPPORT GROUP. Involving
discussion, support and activities. Designed to
support each other. Meets 1st & 3rd Tuesday of
each month from 6:30 to 8pm. Alternate
Saturdays the group meets for social activities.
For info call Dorian Easty. 882-7723

P.F.L.A.G. - Parents and Friends of Lesbians
and Gays - is a support group available to
anyone who has a son, daughter or friend who
is Gay. Call 575-8660 or write P.O. Box 36264,
Tucson, AZ 85740-6264. All replies confiden-
tial.

TUCSON GLBT AL-ANON GROUP meets
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. at Wingspan, 300 E.
6th Street. Call 624-1779 for more info.

YOUNG AND GAY?
GLBT Youth 23 and under, meet every
Saturday in Tucson for sharing, support and
information. Meetings are held at 300 E. 6th
Street from 3 to 4:30 pm. You are not alone. For
more info call Wingspan, 624-1779.

The TUCSON Chapter of PRIME TIMERS
WORLDWIDE invites Gay or Bisexual men
and  their admirers to join and share Prime
Timers fellowship. We  welcome mature men
(and admirers) who  wish to become involved
with planned and future Prime Timers (TPT)
activities. Meetings luncheons  and dinners  are
held  monthly.  For dates, times and
information  call529-2269, leave  name and
phone number. Tucsonpt@primetimersww,org

TUCSON INFORMATION & REFERRAL
For Information on Gay human service
organizations, health and mental health
services, financial and government assistance,
emergency services such as food and shelter,
education, etc. Call Information and Referral
881-1794 - 8 am - 5 pm Mon. - Fri.

AIDS HOTLINE - 326-AIDS. Hours M-F,
9:00 am to 10:00 pm. Information, counseling,
HIV-related services, Tucson.

GAY OR BI-SEXUAL MEN in relationships
with women. Need friends you can talk to?
Weekly support group meets Wednesdays 6:30
- 8:00 pm. Licensed psychologist facilitator.
Call 745-6977 in Tucson for more information.
Strictly confidential.

WINGSPAN - Tucson’s Gay, Lesbian &
Bisexual Community Center, 300 E. 6th St.,
offers support groups / info line / social events
/ library / meeting space. Volunteer Opportuni-
ties. Board meetings every 2nd Thursday (open
to all), 6:00 p.m. Information 624-1779.

GREATER PHOENIX GAY & LESBIAN
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (GPGLCC)
P.O. BOX 2097, Phoenix, AZ 85001-2097. E-
mail: webmaster@gpglcc.org or call (602)225-
8444.

SOURCES UNLIMITED, a Lesbian & Gay
referral service. Business and individual
listings are free of charge. All information
available to anyone just simply by asking. 322-
5655. Leave message. TucsonSources@aol.com

GET NAKED with TNTucson MEN!
We’re a social and recreational
club.  Have you ever longed to
camp, swim, hike or play with
others who enjoy the same,
dropping all the masks and
pretensions?  We’re for you!
TNTucsonMEN@nethere.com, P.O.
Box 12176, Tucson 85792 or call
514-9894

INNER WISDOM - Try hypnotherapy for pain
relief, past life exploration and addiction
release. Also available: Spiritual Counseling
and Dream Interpretation. 579-9020

BEARS OF THE OLD PUEBLO — a social
club for bears and bigger, more robust men
(and of course, those who prefer their

company). For more info, Call the Bears
Hotline (520)790-5775 or write P.O. Box
43910, Tucson, AZ 85733-3910 or visit our
website at www.botop.com All are welcome to
our general meetings/potlucks on the 2nd
Friday of every month, 7pm at Sentinel Bldg.
On the City of Tucson Resource Campus, 310
N. Commerce Park Loop on Bonita St. between
St. Marys and Congress.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE GROUP - Outreach to
Gay and Lesbian people in Arizona. Meets
monthly. Write to P.O. Box 893, Phoenix, AZ
85001 or call Eddy Walters, (602)371-1102

CRONIES SOCIAL GROUP. A Social group
for Gay men who enjoy the fellowship of their
peers. Call Leo at 624-6768.

T-SQUARES Lesbian and Gay square dance
club meets every Tuesday from 6:30-9:00 p.m.
at Cornerstone Fellowship Social Hall, 2902 N.
Geronimo (near 1st Ave. and Laguna). Open to
All. Call Liz at 325-9466 or Ray at 749-5247.

LIGHTNING LIGHTING will provide light-
ing for AIDS and related benefits at no charge.
For more info call Adrienne at 889-7298.

COME EXPLORE YOUR SPIRITUALITY!
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal Church offers
a variety of Gay and Lesbian groups and
services for the spiritually minded. Come meet
the Family! For more information call Debbie
579-9827 or David 323-7943.

LESBIAN/GAY WRITERS: Workshop at
7:00 p.m. third Wednesday of every month.
Read and critique current projects. Network
and support. For info call 325-4737.

DESERT VOICES, Tucson’s Gay & Lesbian
Chorus. Want to join? E-mail:
www.desertvoices.org or call 791-9662 .

Join the LESBIAN & GAY PUBLIC
AWARENESS PROJECT. In Tucson write
Awareness Project, 3661 N. Campbell Ave.
#365, Tucson, AZ 85719.

AA Meeting with HIV/AIDS focus, Wednes-
days, 7:30 p.m., Wingspan Annex, 739 N. 4th
Ave. All alcoholics welcome.

MEN’S SOCIAL NETWORK: Social organi-
zation for men of all ages. Building an extended
Gay family in Tucson. Monthly social potluck
gatherings the first Saturday of each month and
almost weekly social activities. Call 690-9565
for information and a newsletter. Check the
Non-Bar Calendar in the Observer.

CARE TEAMS ARE AVAILABLE to offer
support to people living with HIV/AIDS. The
Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS Network offers
trained, compassionate and committed volun-
teers to provide services including friendly
visits, light housekeeping, assistance with
meals, shopping, errands, transportation and
companionship for medical appointments, and
respite care for primary care givers. No
judgement or proselytizing - we are here to be
of service. For information call Scott at 299-
6647.

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT SPORTS
TEAMS and updates on Gay Games 2002,
contract TEAM ARIZONA at their website:
teamarizona.org

ARE YOU GAY OR BISEXUAL AND
UNDER 21 YEARS OF AGE? The Gay
Young Men’s Project is now looking for
volunteers for the project. We need people who
want to help create a positive social change for
young Gay men as well as reduce the risk for
HIV infection. For more information please
call 628-7223.

THE  MEN’S MASSAGE GROUP meets the
3rd Sunday of each month. It is a good way to
meet other men of all ages, safely, and with the
art of nurturing touch. There is a fee. You must
sign up in advance to participate. Call Marc at
881-4582 for more information or sign up.

COMMUNITY BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
(CBA), Tucson’s Gay and Lesbian business
networking group holds regular meetings the
third Thursday of every month. Call 615-6436
for more info.

TUCSON PRIDE, INC. (Formerly Tucson
Lesbian and Gay Alliance - TLGA) meets on
the second Tuesday at 845 S. Craycroft Road at
6pm. Tucson Pride events: Pride Week, Gay
West and OUToberFEST. Inquiries about
support groups and individual needs should be
directed to Wingspan and other local agencies
listed here. For more information call 622-
3200 or visit the TPI website at
www.tucsonpride.com

LEARN TO BE A LISTENING FRIEND
Unique Hospital Volunteer Program teaches
listening skills to Volunteers who provide a
safe/compassionate environment to at-risk
patients. Training every 6 weeks. 694-7063.

TUCSON INTERFAITH HIV/AIDS NET-
WORK (TIHAN), a coalition of faith
communities committed to a compassionate
response to HIV/AIDS, provides HIV educa-
tion in congregational settings, volunteer
CareTeams to support HIV+ persons, a referral
network of HIV-sensitive clergy, and interfaith
services of healing and hope. For more
information call 299-6647.

ANONYMOUS HIV COUNSELING AND
TESTING is available through the Pima
County Health Department at sites throughout
Tucson, Very Gay Friendly. For more
information or to make an appointment call
791-7676.

GRACE GROUP - CATHOLIC GAY/
LESBIAN SUPPORT GROUP meets every
2nd and 4th Monday at 7:30 p.m. in the
Madonna Hall at Saints Peter and Paul Catholic
Church, 1436 N. Campbell across from
University Hospital. For more info. Call
Anabeli at 325-0892

SMART (Self Management And Recovery
Training) a free non-12-step self-help alterna-
tive for people working to overcome addictive
and other emotional problems meets in Tucson
Monday thru Thursdays at different locations.
For more information about SMART, contact
Jennifer at 838-3975.

AZdykes is a new email list for Lesbians living
in Arizona. For information mail
tyan@theriver.com and request guidelines.

OUTLOUD! Tucson’s premiere Local Lesbian
and Gay Radio Show, broadcast every Sunday
from 7-8 pm on 91.3 FM, Community Radio
KXCI.

THEATER / DINNER / ETC! Non-Smoking
Lesbian Network meets every 3rd Saturday
night of each month. If you’d like to meet
women 35+ (flexible) and socialize in a smoke-
free environment 888-8010 before 10:00 p.m.
The group dines out and attends shows or
movies. Now in their 16th year! (2nd in
Tucson).

SOUTHERN  ARIZONA GENDER  ALLI-
ANCE (SAGA). The Southwest’s largest
transgender and gender-variant advocacy
organization.  Speakers and panelists available.
General meetings monthly on the 1st Mondays
at 7pm; Dezert Girlz MTF Support) meets 2nd

Mondays at 7pm; Dezert Boyz (FTM Support)
meets 3rd Tuesdays at 7pm.  Also serving
partners, youth, intersex, service providers and
allies.  Call (520)867-0083 for more info.

EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT GROUP FOR
ALTERNATIVE LIFESTYLES. Not a dating
club. Discreet. Meetings every Monday
evening. Call for more info. APEX (Arizona
Power Exchange) 602-415-1123. 24-hr multi-
choice message including information, calen-
dar and location.

ARIZONA AIDS POLICY ALLIANCE
(AZAPA) seeks to educate legislators and
citizens about sound AIDS policy. For more
information write AZAPA, 6523 N. 14th St.,
#112, Phoenix, AZ 85014 or call 602-279-
4805.

DESERT DOMINION, whose focus is
providing information and education for
people interested in the BDSM lifestyle, meets
monthly for group discussion and social
events. Visit our web site http://
www.desertdominion.org or call (520)792-
6424

SEXUAL ASSAULT SURVIVORS. Starting
this February, the Tucson Rape crisis Center
will be providing free confidential group
services for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender survivors of all manner of sexual
assault. Interested persons please call Mirto
Stone, MSW, at 327-1171 (if unavailable leave
message with phone number.

AAPSP - ARIZONA ASSOCIATION OF
PUBLIC SAFETY PROFESSIONALS: a
confidential organization committed to provid-
ing support and networking for all Gay,
Lesbian and Bisexual public safety profession-
als in Arizona. Membership open to Law
Enforcement Officers, Firefighters, Probation,
Parole and Corrections Officers and civilians
working within these agencies. Website:
AAPSP.org or e-mail: AAPSP@aol.com or
call Dave (520)745-9059 (Tucson) or Kim
(602)534-6219 (Phoenix)

GLSEN - Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education

Network meets first Thursday of every month
at 4:30pm at Wingspan, 300 E. 6th Street. 743-
4800.

TUCSON CATHOLIC GAY & LESBIAN
FAMILY MINISTRY. Currently meeting the
4th Monday of every month at SS Peter & Paul
Church, Madonna Hall 7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Fr. Fiedler in attendance every meeting and
willing to speak one on one. Reaching out to
Parents and Families. For more info call Doc or
Barbara 293-6624.

SAA (Sex Addicts Anonymous) has 5
meetings a week in Tucson. People who wish to
stop their compulsive sexual behavior, please
call (520) 745-0775 for current information.

TUCSON GREATER SOFTBALL ASSO-
CIATION. Interested? Call Kelly Quinn,
(520)906-0669 and or Mona Garcia 256-8728.

LUTHERANS CONCERNED — Tucson
chapter for Gay/Lesbian  Lutherans meets 3rd
Sunday, 6:30 p.m. each month at Santa Cruz
Lutheran Church, 6809 S. Cardinal Ave. For
information visit www.lctucson.org write:
LC, 7014 E. Golf Links Road, PMB 212,
Tucson, AZ 85730.

ABUSIVE RELATIONSHIPS: Confi-
dential individual or group support for
Gay, Bisexual or Trans men who are
victims/survivors of domestic violence.
For more information call 624-0348 (24-
hour line)

REVEILLE GAY MEN’S CHORUS
rehearses Tuesdays 7-10pm at MCC
Church, 3269 N. Mountain. Have any
history/ experience singing? Join us!! Call
617-3100 for more info.

“OUT ON THE TRAILS - EQUES-
TRIAN FUN!”
Rider Club forming. Looking for women
and men to ride together on the trails of
Southern Arizona. Must have own horse,
truck and trailer. For more info write: “Out
On The Trails” P.O. Box 44045, Tucson,
AZ 85733-4045

LIKE TO READ?
The Guys Book Club (TGBC) invites new
members to join them. The group meets
once a month, on the 3rd Monday of every
month at 6:30 p.m. at Magpie’s Pizza on
4th Avenue to discuss the Gay-themed
book read by members the previous
month.

THE MAN TO MAN Social/erotic
education club is the tantric men’s group
that offers passionate friendships, fun
activities and sex education. Marc 881-
4582

GLBT Buddhist meditation group meets
Sundays from 9:30 - 11:00 a.m. at the
Wingspan annex space, 739 N. 4th Ave.
Please be willing to sit for two twenty
minute sessions in silence. All are
welcome.

LGBT SUPPORT GROUP FOR VIC-
TIM/SURVIVORS OF Domestic Vio-
lence, Sexual Assault, Hate Crimes, Bias
Acts, Harassment.  Call Lori at Wingspan,
624-1779, ext. 20.  Services are free.

NEW TUCSON SOBRIETY SUPPORT
GROUP.  Secular Organiza-
tions for Sobriety - Sundays
8:00 - 9:30 p.m. at 739 N. 4th

Avenue.  Contacts Rick R.
520-792-2604 or Gary S. 520-
323-1969.  More information
at www.secularhumanism.org/
sos/  This group is an
alternative to 12-step
programs.

MEN’S KINK DISCUSSION GROUP
(Open to all who identify as
male and are 18 or older)
meets 2nd Tuesday of the
month,  7:00 p.m. at Desert
Dominion, 3843 E. 37th Street,
Tucson, AZ.  (Map available
at www.desertdominion,org)
For those who are kinky or
just curious. No fee,
contributions are appreci-
ated, but not required.
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Bloomberg Appeals G/L Marriage Ruling
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NEW YORK - Hopes of Gay and Lesbian
couples to wed in New York next month
were dashed Saturday, February 5, by
mayor Michael Bloomberg, reported
365Gay.com.

The mayor announced that the
city would appeal Friday’s (February 4)
landmark ruling that declared a state ban
on Gay marriage violated the New York
Constitution.

Bloomberg said that while he
believes such marriages should be
permitted, “If we did not appeal this I think
we would have chaos in this city.”

He said that he feared the same
sort of legal confusion that followed San
Francisco’s decision last year to allow
same-sex couples to marry.  After
thousands of Gay couples married the
state Supreme Court said that the city had
acted illegally and it nullified the
marriages.

“What you do not want to have is
a repetition of California, when many
people for a month were misled into
thinking they could get the union they so
much wanted. ... Their great joy was
snatched away, Bloomberg said.”

The mayor said that the only way
to avoid this was to allow the state’s
highest court to rule.

“While it’s disappointing that
couples can’t get married right away,
we’re pleased that the mayor agrees with
the judge and many New Yorkers that
same-sex couples must be allowed to
marry,” said Susan Sommer, Supervising
Attorney at Lambda Legal and the lead
attorney on the New York marriage case.

“We’re glad that the city is taking
the case directly to the state’s highest court
for a full and fair hearing and a fast
resolution.  These families want the case

resolved so they can get married.

Sommer also expressed confi-
dence the Appeals Court would uphold
Friday’s ruling.

“Friday’s ruling couldn’t be
stronger legally — it’s rooted in bedrock
constitutional values and freedoms, and it
should be upheld on appeal.  We’re
confident that any court taking a good look
at these families and at our state’s
Constitution will reach the same conclu-
sion.”

Empire State Pride Agenda also
said it believed the appellate court would
uphold the ruling.

Alan Van Capelle, Pride
Agenda’s Executive Director said he was
encouraged by Bloomberg’s “offer to
work with elected officials in Albany to
make equal access to marriage the law of
New York State.”

But, while LGBT rights groups
were willing to cut Bloomberg some slack
many Gay and Lesbian New Yorkers were
not.

Just hours after he announced the
appeal Bloomberg faced cries of “Liar!”
and “Let us marry!” when he appeared
Saturday night at the Queens Lesbian and
Gay Pride Committee’s winter dance.

In her ruling Friday Judge Doris
Ling-Cohan said that the New York State
Constitution guarantees basic freedoms to
Lesbian and Gay people, and that those
rights are violated when same-sex couples
are not allowed to marry.

The ruling said the state Consti-
tution requires same-sex couples to have
equal access to marriage, and that the
couples represented by Lambda Legal
must be given marriage licenses.

G/L Marriage Ban Fails In Conservative Idaho
BOISE - A proposed constitutional ban on
same-sex marriage in Idaho was defeated
Wednesday, February 2, for the second
consecutive year. A statutory prohibition
remains in force, the Associated Press
reported on Advocate.com.

The measure was defeated 21-14
after conservative supporters could not
muster the two-thirds majority needed to
send the measure to voters, who would
have decided whether to write the ban into
the state constitution. Eight Republican
senators joined with six Democrats to vote
against the measure.

The amendment would have
invalidated any type of marriage or civil
union except those between one man and
one woman. The bill’s sponsor, Republi-
can senator Curt McKenzie of Nampa,
said he would not try to pass an amended
version of the bill this year. But the narrow
margin of defeat means the bill will
probably be considered at least once again
next year.

The issue has been at the
forefront of legislative debate since the
session began January 10, dividing
friends, colleagues, and even the Republi-
can Party leadership. Proponents have
argued they are trying to protect
traditional marriage from “activist judges”
who want to expand the definition of
marriage. Opponents say the state should
not discriminate against an entire class of
people based on their sexual orientation,
and they also argue that the legislation is
unnecessary and mean-spirited because
Gay marriage is already prohibited by
state law.

During the floor debate, several
proponents argued that if lawmakers
killed the legislation, Idaho would become
the only state that had failed to give voters
an opportunity to have their say. Boise
State University political science profes-

sor Jim Weatherby said such a claim
would be hard to prove, since legislation
can be defeated by other means, such as
last year’s procedural vote in the senate,
which ended a similar attempt in Idaho.

Although Idaho is considered to
be staunchly conservative and has the
most Republican government in the
nation, Idaho residents have a bipartisan
tendency against allowing government to
interfere in private matters, Weatherby
said. “There’s just a healthy dose of
libertarianism in Idaho politics,”
Weatherby said. “Idaho is a conservative
red state, but it’s more economically
conservative than socially conservative.”

But it’s still a close call. The
senate state affairs committee approved
the legislation 5-4 after more than three
hours of emotional testimony from Gays,
conservative activists, civil rights groups,
and clergy on both sides of the issue.
Wednesday’s debate produced more of
the same well-worn arguments, though the
senators still delivered them with a lively
freshness. Proponents argued time and
again that they were not voting to actually
change the state constitution; they were
only allowing the voters to choose their
own course. “What we are deciding is
whether we are going to let Idaho social
policy be voted on by the people or
whether it’s going to be made in the
courts,” McKenzie said.

But minority floor leader Clint
Stennett, a Democrat from Ketchum, said
the two-thirds majority needed for passage
wasn’t written into the state charter by
accident. “My marriage is not threatened,
and I believe there is no threat in Idaho,”
Stennett said. “The constitutional framers
set a high bar. The two-thirds vote is
designed for the protection of the minority
against the majority.”


