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Ousted Gays & Lesbians
Sue Military To Be Reinstated

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The “don’t ask,
don’t tell” policy of the U.S. armed forces
is being challenged by 12 Gay and
Lesbian former service members who
were kicked out of the military because
their sexual orientation was discovered,
the PlanetOut Network reported.

On Monday, December 6,
Servicemembers Legal Defense Network
(SLDN) filed a lawsuit, Cook V.
Rumsfeld, in Boston on the soldiers’
behalf, seeking their reinstatement in the
U.S. armed forces.

According to SLDN, the plain-
tiffs all served honorably, accumulating
more than five dozen awards, medals and
commendations.

“‘Don’t ask, don’t tell’ creates
an unacceptable and unconstitutional
second class citizenship for our men and
women in uniform,” said C. Dixon
Osburn, executive director of SLDN, in a
prepared statement. “This law robs our
nation of the talents and skills of
thousands at a time when we can ill-afford
to lose a single service member in the war
on terrorism.”

SLDN believes “don’t ask, don’t
tell” should be overturned because it
compromises several constitutional rights,
“including the right of privacy, equal
protection of the law and freedom of
speech.”

Former Navy Lieutenant Jen
Kopfstein, one of the plaintiffs in the
lawsuit, recalled her service: “I was on a

ship which went out to sea on Sept. 11,
2001, to defend the coast of California at a
time when none of us knew if further
attacks were imminent,” she said.

“I made a commitment to the
Navy when [ joined. I deserve the
opportunity to live up to my commitment,
and serve out the rest of my obligated time
with honor, as I served the first part,”
Kopfstein added.

Other plantiffs include: former
Army Sergeant First Class Stacy Vasquez,
who was discharged after being outed by a
fellow service member’s wife; former Air
Force Captain Monica Hill, who was
discharged after requesting a leave of
absence to care for her terminally ill
partner of 14 years; and former Air Force
Sergeant David Hall who was fired when a
fellow cadet and friend outed him to his
command.

Osburn believes SLDN can help
the former service men and women get
reinstated.

“The world has changed during
the past decade and since the last
constitutional challenges to ‘don’t ask,
don’t tell” were filed,” Osburn said,
noting the Supreme Court, in Lawrence v.
Texas, recognized that Gays and Lesbians
have a fundamental right to privacy.

“Quite simply, there is no
compelling reason for a continued ban on
Gay personnel in the world’s strongest
military,” Osburn concluded. “It is
unconstitutional and contrary to our
national security interests.”

Church Convicts, Defrocks
Lesbian Cleric

PUGHTOWN - The rare United Method-
ist Church (UMC) trial of a Lesbian
minister who violated church law by being
honest about who she is ended Thursday,
December 2, with a guilty conviction and
a vote to defrock her, the PlanetOut
Network reported.

A jury of clergy from the UMC
voted 12-1 that Rev. Irene Elizabeth
Stroud, 34, violated a church law that
forbids “self-avowed, practicing homo-
sexuals” from ministry. During the
penalty phase, the jury voted 7-6 to
defrock, the Associated Press (AP)
reported.

The trial, which lasted two days,
took place in Pughtown, in Eastern
Pennsylvania. Dozens of protesters held
vigil outside the building, some shielding
themselves from the rain under rainbow-
colored umbrellas.

Stroud had come out to her

congregation during a sermon last year,
admitting that she was in a long-term
relationship with a woman. “I have come
to a place where my discipleship, my walk
with Christ, requires telling the whole
truth, and paying whatever price truthful-
ness requires,” she said.

Her congregation in Philadel-
phia was mostly supportive, but Stroud
told reporters after the verdict she didn’t
anticipate the same reaction from the
entire church.

“I did not go into this expecting
to win,” she said after the verdict. “I went
into it knowing that it would be a painful
moment in the life of the United
Methodist Church.”

A ruling on Wednesday in the
case put her at a disadvantage, when the
judge barred her attorney from calling
witnesses who would challenge the

Continued on Page Eight

World AIDS Day Observed In
Communities Large And Small

NEW YORK - People with AIDS,
Activists, and those who have lost
partners, friends and relatives to the
disease sang, lit candles and marched
Wednesday December 1, as they observed
World AIDS Day, 365Gay.com reported
with files from the Associated Press.

Some 39.4 million people world-
wide have HIV/AIDS according to the UN
AIDS agency.

Observances were scheduled in
communities large and small.

In Los Angeles this morning red
balloons were launched at a special
ceremony and an AIDS memorial was
unveiled in East Los Angeles. San
Francisco scheduled a candlelight vigil to
mark World AIDS Day.

A number of events were slated
for New York City, including a concert by
Alicia Keys. In Albany, the local chapter
of the National Black Leadership Com-
mission announced a special outreach
program to youth and the minority
community.

Television networks from MTV
to Black Entertainment Television sched-
uled special programs.

In Canada, Ontario’s Health
Minister warned that a return to risky
sexual practices by some Gay men is
leading to higher rates of HIV and AIDS
infection.

“People have characterized this
as ‘same-sex fatigue,”’’ said George
Smitherman, who is openly Gay.

Much of the World AIDS Day
focus was on southern Africa, at the
forefront of the pandemic.

The South African cricket team
was showing its support for the fight
against AIDS by wearing red ribbons _ a
symbol of the worldwide anti-AIDS
movement - on their shirts during a match
against India that was dedicated to the
campaign.

Organizers of the cricket match
were presenting red ribbons to spectators.
Other events in India were organized to
increase awareness of the disease.

“As we all know, South Africa is
among the worst afflicted countries and
we all have a responsibility to do
something about it,” skipper Graeme
Smith told the South African Press
Association from Calcutta, India.

Zambians gathered for a candle-
light memorial service in the Cathedral of

the Holy Cross in the capital, Lusaka.

British Prime Minister Tony
Blair said the world shouldn’t despair
about helping Africa combat the disease.

“Part of the problem is that I
think people get fatigued and tired with
looking at Africa because it all seems so
hopeless,” Blair told British Broadcasting
Corp. radio.

“It isn’t. There are things that
can be done and there are real success
stories.”

In Beijing, China’s official
launch of the day featured the All China
Women Federation and China Youth
League.

Criticized for its slow response to
AIDS and for harassing health activists,
the government also publicized efforts to
slow the spread of the disease among
prostitutes and intravenous drug users _
the two highest-risk groups in China.

China says it has an estimated
840,000 people infected with the AIDS
virus and 84,000 have the full-blown
disease. UNAIDS has warned that the
country could have as many as 10 million
people infected by 2010 if it doesn’t take
urgent action.

A popular nightclub in Tokyo,
meanwhile, kicked off an AIDS aware-
ness campaign Wednesday with plans for
an annual concert to benefit AIDS activist
groups and the distribution of 20,000
pamphlets and condoms.

In Taiwan, AIDS campaigners
said the image of people living with the
disease had to change, praising the media
for helping to publicize the plight of
infected people but accusing them of
reinforcing negative stereotypes.

“AIDS patients are often repre-
sented as promiscuous and reckless,”
AIDS activist Lin Yi-huei said, referring
to media coverage of police drug raids on
Gay parties.

Malaysia’s AIDS situation was
worsening because of lack of awareness
about the dangers of unprotected sex and
intravenous drug use, warned Marina
Mabhathir, president of the nongovern-
ment Malaysian AIDS Council, in an
editorial published Wednesday in The
Star newspaper.

In eastern Europe, where AIDS
figures have jumped over the past decade,
events in Armenia included a concert with
well-known local artists.

Continued on Page Nine
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Tucson Marks
World AIDS Day

TUCSON - Sewn or painted on quilts, the
names of those lost in the AIDS epidemic
stand as a stark remembrance, but for
those gathered Wednesday, December 1,
for Tucson’s World AIDS Day events, the
focus was on support and prevention, Eric
Swedlund of the Arizona Daily Star
reported.

From a sunburst filled with
names to one patterned with red ribbons,
the quilts are devoted to friends and loved
ones who died of AIDS. The first local
quilt was started in 2000, said Nadine
Celeiro, who coordinated World AIDS
Day events at the Muse arts center, 516 N.
Fifth Ave.

“We felt we could get quilt pieces
from D.C., but why aren’t we doing
anything locally?” she said. “Next thing
you know, we started having quilting
nights.”

Wednesday’s events included
speakers, films, an interfaith service and a
wealth of information about local
services, both for prevention and for those
who already are HIV-positive.

“For me, it’s amazing,” she said.
“The community is finally getting
involved. They want to be educated.”

The focus of this year’s event
was on the rising number of women,
particularly younger women, infected
with the human immunodeficiency virus,
said Kristobal Fimbres of Native Images,
the lead agency in planning the event. The
trend isn’t limited to any race or ethnic
group, he said.

Worldwide, about 39.4 million
people are living with HIV or AIDS,
according to a United Nations report, with
4.9 million people newly infected this year
and 3.1 million people who have died of
AIDS this year.

In Pima County, nearly 1,300
people are infected with HIV or have
AIDS. About 10 percent are black, and
about 7 percent are women, according to
the Pima County Health Department.

Ana “Bertie” Lozano, program
manager for HIV and other sexually
transmitted diseases for the county Health
Department, spoke about watching a
friend die of AIDS more than 20 years ago
and of seeing the man’s family shun the

man, who wanted nothing more than
peace and closure.

“No longer can we use ignorance
and fear as excuses as we did in 1982,” she
said.

Ruth Hillman of COPE Behav-
ioral Services said the agency’s HIV
services and health promotion department
focuses on higher-risk groups, such as
women who trade sex for drugs or money.

“We use the ‘one world’ slogan,”
she said. “This event is really representa-
tive of that. HIV and AIDS are everywhere
in that ‘one world,’ and it takes all of us to

do as much as we can.”

Gertrude Stein Salon
Chanukah Extravaganza

December 11
TUCSON - All Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
and Transgender Jews and their partners,
friends and families are warmly welcome
to this Chaukah, Saturday, December 11,
8:00 p.m., 1422 N. Painted Hills Road.
Children are particularly encouraged to
attend.

Please bring a wrapped white
elephant gift: something you have already
or buy for $10 or less. Chanukah foods are
also welcome but not required: latkes,
jelly donuts, wine, or any other foods that
are kosher dairy (anything but meat).
Please also feel free to bring a menorah
and candles to light.

For more information, call (520)
405-4841 with questions; RSVP if
possible, or E-mail -
mhtrauner@yahoo.com, but come regard-
less.

Desert Voices Sing At

Bookman’s December 11

TUCSON - If you missed Desert Voices’
winter concert, ‘“Naughty...Or Nice?”
this past weekend, do not despair! Desert
Voices will be entertaining once more for
the holiday season, on Saturday, Decem-
ber 11, at Bookman’s on Grant and
Campbell, starting at 2 p.m. Admission is
free.

Open rehearsals will be held in
early January for new members to join.
For more information about the chorus,
check out their website at
www.desertvoices.org.

You can also call their office at
(520)791-9662, or email to

MEN WANTED

by the University of Arizona if you are

between 18-44 years old

To help us study
Haman

Papillomavirus
(HPV) in men.
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not know it.

You will be compensated
for your time and effort.

For more information about
the study, please call
318-7178 or 318-7070

hgv

detection
M mMen

info@desertvoices.org to sign up to be
notified about the open rehearsals, or get
more information about the chorus and
their upcoming events. Be a voice! Come
out and sing!

Reveille Chorus
Holiday Concert
December 11 & 12

TUCSON - “Tidings of Comfort and Joy,
Reveille Gay Men’s Chorus Holiday
Concert, will take place, Saturday,
December 11, 8:00 p.m., and Sunday,
December 12, 3:00 p.m., at Grace’s St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church, 2331 East
Adams Street.

Tickets for “Tidings,” are $12 in
advance at Antigone’s or Desert Pride, or
by calling Reveille, (520) 617-3100, or
$15 at the door.

Reveille is the first Gay chorus to
sing in Mexico and will be the first Gay
chorus to sing in Brazil in a tour planned
for May 2005. Reveille also will be the
official opening performance of the
world’s biggest Gay parade in Sao Paulo.
Reveille’s goal is to raise funds for local
institutions. In Mexico, Reveille pre-
sented two benefit concerts for ACCSIDA,
a non-profit organization that provides
help with people infected with HIV.

This year has been an amazing
productive year for Reveille. We are
proud to announce the recording of 2 CDs:
“ Let All Men Sing” (released in April)
and “Christmas Collection” to be official
released at our holiday concert. Both CDs
will be available for $12.00 each at our
holy day concert and after that will be
available o our Web Page:

www.reveillegmc.com, as well as at
Antigone’s Book Store and Desert Pride.

=

Reveille also performed at the
International GALA Choruses Festival in
Montreal, Canada, in July 2004. Reveille
was the only group representing Tucson
among a total of 134 choruses and 5.600
singers from seven countries, and their
performance was received with standing
ovations and numerous invitations for
future engagements.

Reveille’s spring concert,
“Rhythms from the World,” will be held at
UA’s Crowder Hall on April 2-3. The
chorus also has been very active in
presenting outreach programs within the
Tucson community. Anyone interested in
booking Reveille for an engagement or
joining the chorus should call Linus
Lerner, artistic director, (520) 903-1815

or visit us at www.reveillegme.com
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v Want to do something

positive with your leisure time?

v Interested in helping people
while learning about HIV/
AIDS ?

If so, the
Southern
Arizona AIDS Foundation wants
you to consider becoming a
volunteer!

Volunteer orientations are open to all
those interested and are held once a month
at our main office, located at 375 South
Euclid Avenue.

Sign up today!

Contact Wendy Ascione at 628-7223 or
wascione @SAAf.org

SAAF

P.O. BOX 50733,
TUCSON, AZ 85703
(520) 622-7176 (Voice)
Office Hours: 9a.m.-6p.m.M-F

Office Closed Thursdays

Observer on the World Wide Web :
www.tucsonobserver.com
E-Mail:
info@Qtucsonobserver.com
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necessarily those of the OBSERVER, its staff
or advertisers. OBSERVER assumes
responsibility for its own editorial policy only.

Although OBSERVER has many fine
advertisers, we do not accept responsibility for
any claims made pertaining to their products
and/or services.

Permission to reprint (except for separately
copyrighted material) is granted when credit is
given to the OBSERVER.
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LOS ANGELES - A television commer-
cial promoting a church’s acceptance of
all people, including Gays and Lesbians,
was deemed too touchy by CBS and NBC,
who refused to air it Tuesday, November
31, the PlanetOut Network reported.

The 30-second United Church of
Christ spot is aimed at attracting Gays and
others who feel alienated by other
denominations, said the church. The ad
features two “bouncers” standing guard
outside a church and selecting which
individuals are permitted to attend
Sunday services. A Gay male couple is
among those rejected before written text
interrupts the scene, announcing, “Jesus
didn’t turn people away. Neither do we.”

CBS’ prepared statement about
its decision — saying that the church’s
implied acceptance of Gay and Lesbian
couples is too controversial because Gay
marriage is a hot political issue — has
mystified and angered LGBT leaders and
church officials.

“Because this commercial
touches on the exclusion of Gay couples
and other minority groups by other
individuals and organizations,” CBS said,
“and the fact the executive branch has
recently proposed a constitutional amend-
ment to define a marriage as a union
between a man and a woman, this spot is
unacceptable for broadcast on the (CBS
and UPN) networks.”

Responding to the controversy
over banning the ad, a CBS spokesman
said the network “has a longstanding
policy of not airing advocacy ads where
the issue is a matter of public debate,” but
declined to specify on the record how the
UCC ad — which does not mention same-
sex marriage — is subject to debate.

OIS HOTTEST GRY IIIGHT(LUB
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Networks Ban Church’s
Gay-Affirmative Advertising

CBS’s mention of President
Bush’s proposed Federal Marriage Amend-
ment (FMA) is what most troubles Ron
Buford, director of UCC’s public relations
campaign.

“l was shocked to see the
executive branch mentioned in the refusal
of our ad, and invoking the FMA in their
decision is scary; it’s chilling,” Buford
said.

In a prepared statement, GLAAD
takes CBS to task for its reasoning. “For
CBS to suggest that it would not run an ad
because its message conflicts with anti-
Gay legislation put forward by the Bush
administration calls into serious question
the independence of CBS’ actions and
business practices. CBS owes the LGBT
community and all its viewers both an
apology and an explanation for its
suggestion that its decision around this ad
was motivated in part by the current
administration’s agenda.”

The 1.3 million-member, Cleve-
land-based UCC has a long reputation for
promoting inclusion. It was the first
denomination to ordain an African-
American pastor in 1785, the first to
ordain a woman in 1853, and in 1972 it
became the first mainstream denomina-
tion to ordain an openly Gay man.

NBC, which airs “Will & Grace”
and “Queer Eye for the Straight Guy” on
its Bravo channel, also rejected the UCC
spot for being “too controversial.”

“We find it disturbing that the
networks in question seem to have no
problem exploiting Gay persons through
mindless comedies or titillating dramas,
but when it comes to a church’s loving

SUNDAY 9:30pm
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Diana Flair

Tori Steele
Samantha White
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10AM

616 N. 4th Avenue
882.3053 «

www.ibts.net

welcome of committed Gay couples, that’s
where they draw the line,” said the Rev.
Robert Chase, director of the UCC’s
communication ministry.

“It’s ironic that after a political
season awash in commercials based on
fear and deception by both parties seen on
all the major networks, an ad with a
message of welcome and inclusion would
be deemed to controversial,” said Rev.
John H. Thomas, the UCC’s general
minister. “What’s going on here?”

Calling the networks’ actions
“shameful censorship,” Seth Kilbourn,
national director of the Human Rights
Campaign, said, “That the divisive and
unsuccessful attempt to put discrimina-
tion in the Constitution is being used to
deny the church its freedom of religion is
un-American.”

The UCC ad has been accepted
and will air on other networks, including
ABC Family, AMC, BET, Discovery,
Fox, Hallmark, History, Nick@Nite,
TBS, TNT, Travel and TV Land.

The ad can be viewed online at
www.stillspeaking.com.
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Otey, Simpson Are
Named
Women On The Move

TUCSON - The YWCA of Tucson
honored 12 women Sunday, December 5,
during its 23rd annual Women on the
Move Awards Banquet at the Westin La
Paloma Resort, Aaron Mackey of the
Arizona Daily Star reported.

The women were selected from
89 nominees and were recognized for
their leadership, professional achieve-
ments and contributions to the commu-
nity. More than 550 men and women
attended the event.

Receiving the award were:

Lisa Otey is a musician, vocalist,
songwriter and producer with Owl’s Nest
Productions. A member of the Arizona
Blues Hall of Fame and the Tucson Music
Hall of Fame, Otey was named the 2000
Composer of the Year.

Amanda Simpson, a chief engi-
neer at Raytheon Missile Systems, serves
on the board of Wingspan, the Arizona
Human Rights Fund, the Southern
Arizona Gender Alliance and the Tucson
Corporate GLBT alliance. Simpson ran

for the state House this year.

Fourth Bvenue Stroet fai |

Schedule

Bunny Fu Fu
Janee Starr
Veronica Halowell
Tere Akki

Phaedra

SUNDAY 3-6:30pm

Ajia Simone
Bunny Fu Fu
Janee Starr
Tori Steele
Phaedra

The only weekly

Ay newspaper
in the
Southwest...

Support
The Observer...




PAGE FOUR

VENTURE-N

' 1i3th
ANNIVERSARY
PARTY

B enly Dy ]

THURSDAY DECEMBER 9

HEAVY HORS D'OEUVRES

LUCKY 13 DRINK SPECIALS
Music by DJ JERRY D.

11:00 pm
HAIRY CHEST CONTEST

] Winner takes all
Open Mon - Sat 9 am; Sun 10 am
1239 N. 6th Ave. Tucson, AZ 85705 (520) 882-8224

Howl at the Moon
bhbAbALL

sporls pub & danmne ciuly

915 W. Prince Rd.
15t stoplight west of Crade
W corner of Prince & Fairview

293-7339
howlatthemoontucon.com

Waltz Classes
Learn fowaltz or just come and learn some fun & fancy new turns

Classes are freel Dancing partners notnecessary

1st class - Wednesday, December 15th, 7:30 - 8:30 pm
2nd class - Wednesday, December 22nd, 7:30 - 8:30 pm

0 Wildcats|

MEN’S BASKETBALL
Vs. UTAH
SATURDAY, DEC. 11TH
11:00 AM

Mark Your Calendar!

NEW YEAR'S EVE
Friday, Dec. 31st

Plan on toasting in
the new year

with a howl!

Law Offices of

Laura G. Schoenfeld

Keeping our

520-514-8383

845 S. Craycroft Road
Tucson AZ 85711

legally

Bankruptcy Wills Partnership Agreements Estate Planning Real Estate

community healthy...

DECEMBER 8§, 2004

WEEKLY OBSERVER

Alabama Considers Gay Gag Law

MONTGOMERY - An Alabama state
lawmaker is calling for legislation to ban
Gay speech from any institution which
receives state money, 365Gay.com re-
ported.

Representative Gerald Allen, a
Republican, is preparing a bill that would
bar any representation of homosexuality
in schools, libraries, and state funded
universities.

“We have a culture that’s in deep
trouble,” Allen said.

If his bill became law, public
school textbooks could not present views
on homosexuality, college theater groups
would not be able to perform plays like the
Tennessee Williams classic “Cat On A
Hot Tin Roof” or The Laramie Project,
and public school libraries could not
display books that include Lesbianism
like Alice Walker’s “The Color Purple.”

Allen said he hopes to have the
bill ready for the 2005 session of the
legislature but concedes that he still has to
work out the method for weeding out
objectionable material and programs.

Representative Alvin Holmes, a
Democrat, called Allen’s measure was an
unconstitutional form of censorship
aimed at enhancing Allen’s standing with
the right-wing conservatives.

Allen’s proposal comes only
days after a South Carolina legislator
called for ending that state’s funding for
public television after SCETV ran a
documentary on Gays in the South.

“I thought it was just social,
leftist propaganda that they had no
business airing,” said state Rep. John
Graham Altman, R-Charleston. “They
were actively promoting homosexuality as
an OK thing to do.”

Naval Academy Rejects G/L Alumni
Group

ANNAPOLIS - For the second year in a
row, the U.S. Naval Academy Alumni
Association has rejected a proposal from
Gay and Lesbian graduates to establish
their own alumni chapter, the PlanetOut
Network reported.

The group had changed its
strategy this year, repositioning itself as a
geography-based group. The proposed
name for the group was changed from
USNA Out to the Castro Chapter, named
for the Gay-identified district of San
Francisco, where some of the group’s 68
members live.

The group also changed its
bylaws to specify that heterosexual alumni
are welcome.

Last year the proposal was
rejected because the chapter was not
organized around geography, as nearly all
other alumni groups are.

The association’s reason for
rejecting the group this year is nearly
identical to last year’s, according to its

statement: “The Alumni Association
believes that a chapter based on a special
interest or personal characteristics is
unnecessary and runs counter to its
traditional geographic-based organizing
principle.”

The organization suggested that
members of the proposed group who live
in the Castro, for example, could join the
existing San Francisco chapter.

Jeff Petrie, a 1989 graduate of the
academy who founded the chapter, said
the whole point of the proposal is that
openly Gay graduates do not always feel
comfortable attending alumni functions
in existing chapters.

“It is difficult for many of us Gay
graduates to participate in the regular
chapter meetings, because we are not
welcome,” he said.

“I think when they reject us
today, they are making their
discriminaation clear,” Petrie told the
Associated Press on Thursday, Dec. 2.

Principal Reconsiders Dance G/L Ban

WEST JORDAN - A principal who wants
Gay couples to get permission slips from
their parents before they can attend school
dances promised to re-evaluate the policy
after protesters held four days of protests,
the Associated Press reported on
365Gay.com.

Copper Hills High School Prin-
cipal Tom Worlton who issued the policy
has now agreed to revisit the issue
following a public outcry led by the
ACLU. He said he saw the policy as a way
to alert the parents to the dangers their
children might face.

Jason Atwood, 17, his boyfriend,
Tom Tolman, 15, who attends another
school, and small circle of friends held
protests across the street from the
suburban Salt Lake City school before
they met with Worlton. The protesters
said they were subjected to insults,
obscene gestures, egg throwing and
snowballs from passing cars during the
four days.

“I’m so proud of you,” Tolman’s
mother, Patricia Gilley, said after
dropping him off. “You can’t help who
you love.”

Atwood’s father, Quovaudis
Atwood, said he feared Worlton’s policy
would absolve the school of responsibility
if anything were to happen to his son.

“I’m not at the dance with Jason.
... How could I be responsible for my son?”
he said. “As long as I’m paying taxes to
support that school, my son deserves every
bit of protection, education, whatever that
school has to offer.”

Worlton said the policy stemmed
from students’ concerns about potential
harassment. “That was not an attempt to
get out of liability and not a response to
deprive them from coming to the dance,”
he said.

Worlton said he will make a
decision on the policy in time for the
prom.
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Howl At The Moon Celebrates
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First Anniversary
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TUCSON - Pictured above are Libby Stone (I) and Pat Merrell, owners of
Tucson’s newest nightspot, “Howl At The Moon”. They celebrated their first
anniversary this past weekend.

This popular watering hole features Country/Western music and
dancing - with lessons. Located on the southwest corner of Fairview and
Prince Road, the bar has a full kitchen, serving a wide variety of food. The
friendly, laid-back atmospshere has proven that ‘boot-scootin’ is not dead.

But fear not, top forty music is played nightly also and they also have
a karaoke night. For sports fans, there are at least a dozen televisions through-
out the bar area constantly serving up the big games of the day or evening -
football, basketball, soccer, volleyball etc. You name it they got it and if not

they will tune it in for you.

Congratulations Libby and Pat and thanks for giving the Tucson GLBT
Community a different venue and atmosphere.

Child In Danger Of Losing Second Lesbian Mom

CHARLESTON - A four year old West
Virginia boy is in danger of losing his
second mom following the death of his
birth mother, reported 365Gay.com.

The state supreme Court this
spring will consider to uphold a lower
court ruling that gave custody of the child
to his maternal grandparents, or to the
partner of his birthmother, the only other
parent he has ever known.

After falling in love and commit-
ting to each other, Tina Burch and
Christina Smarr decided to have a child
together.

The couple agreed that Smarr
would carry their child. On December 25,
1999, Smarr gave birth to Zachary. The
couple raised Zachary together as a family
until Smarr was tragically killed in an
automobile accident on June 1, 2002.

Following Smarr’s death, her
parents, Paul and Janet Smarr, sought to
take custody of Zachary. The trial court
sided with Burch and awarded her
primary custody, with visitation rights to
the grandparents. The court found Burch
to be Zachary’s “psychological parent” —
one who, while not related to a child
biologically or through adoption, has
functioned as a parent in every way. West
Virginia appeals courts have recognized

psychological parents in the past, but
never involving Gay couples.

The Circuit Court reversed the
trial judge’s ruling, deciding to remove
Zachary from a parent he has lived with
since birth and give custody instead to his
grandparents. The Circuit Court refused
to apply the psychological parenthood
doctrine in the context of a Gay couple.

The case is now before the West
Virginia Supreme Court on appeal.
Burch has been allowed to maintain
custody of Zachary pending a decision by
the high court.

In a ‘friend of the court” brief
filed today the American Civil Liberties
Union urged the West Virginia Supreme
Court not to separate a four-year-old boy
from his surviving mother.

“The Circuit Court ignored one
of the most basic tenets of family law —
safeguarding children’s relationships
with their parents,” said Leslie Cooper, a
staff attorney for the ACLU’s Lesbian and
Gay Rights Project.

“Zachary has already lost one
parent. There is no reason a court should
subject him to another grievous loss
simply because of the sexual orientation of
his parents.”
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Teacher Sues Lesbian Mom Over
Classroom Discipline Charge

Thﬂnks To AII Who Helped LAFAYETTE - A Lesbian mother who
Launch a New Era At The

alleges her son was reprimanded and
forced to repeatedly write “I will never use
the word ‘Gay’ in school again” is being
sued by the boy’s teacher, 365Gay.com
reported.

Ernest Gallet Elementary School
teacher Terry L. Bethea is seeking
$50,000 damages for defamation.

Last year Sharon Huff charged
that Bethea had scolded her 7 year old son
in front of his classmates and sent to a
school behavioral clinic for answering

Wﬂ"'Ch fOl’" another child’s questions about his
’ Lesbian mothers.
fun times
Huff said the incident began

"'O come I when her son, Marcus McLaurin, was
waiting in line to go to recess when a
classmate asked him about his mother and
el S father. He responded that he didn’t have a
Ray' Ldiels mother and father; instead he has two
mothers. When the other child asked
Merl in why, Marcus told him that it was because
’ his mother is Gay. The other child then
& J' ohn asked what that meant, and Marcus
explained, “Gay is when a girl likes

another girl.”

Huff said that Marcus’s teacher
scolded him in front of his classmates,
telling him that “Gay” is a bad word and
he should never say it at school, then sent
him to the principal’s office instead of
letting him go to recess.

YARD DOG SALOON R

e following week the schoo

2449 N. Stone Avenue, TUCSQn, AZ 85705 - required Marcus to attend a special
L behavioral clinic at 6:45 in the morning,

(520) 624 3858 Home Bar Of TKO where he was forced to repeatedly write “I

will never use the word ‘Gay’ in school
again.”

On a student behavior contract
form that Marcus had to fill out and give to
his mother about the incident, Marcus
wrote that the thing he did wrong was that
he “sed bad wurds.”

An investigation carried out by
the school board that according to Huff
was little more than a whitewash, found
that the Bethea had done nothing wrong.

“The child was not singled out

727 W. Camelback Ri:'.i. because his parent is Gay.” Easton said
602.265.0224 the grade two student was disciplined for

www.charliesonline.com

behavior problems,” Superintendent James
Easton said.

Huff has threatened to sue the
board for discrimination, and is repre-
sented by the ACLU.

Bethea moved first, serving Huff
with a lawsuit accusing Huff of defaming
her..

The suit names Huff, ACLU
representative  Chris Hampton, ACLU
attorney Ken Choe and Joe Cook, a New
Orleans ACLU official.

In court papers Bethea accuses
Huff of lying.
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Student Sent Home
After Gay T-Shirt

Protest

WEBB CITY - A dozen Missouri high
school students were disciplined Wednes-
day, December 1, after wearing home-
made Gay-pride T-shirts to school in
support of a Gay student who is suing the
school district for wearing a similar shirt,
365Gay.com reported.

The Webb City High School
students were given the option of either
removing the T-shirts or going home.
Seven students walked out while the
remainder took off the shirts and
remained in class.

“It was their choice,” said school
superintendent Ron Lankford. “I think
our administrators handled it correctly.”

The students made the shirts to
support of Brad Mathewson. The 16-
year-old has filed a federal lawsuit against
the school district for disciplining him
twice in October for wearing t-shirts
supporting Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and
Transgender people. He was later
suspended after school officials refused to
meet with his mother without the
Mathewsons’ attorney present.

Although Mathewson had worn
one of the shirts to school at least six times
before without incident, Principal Stephen
P. Gollhofer later claimed he was
concerned the t-shirts might offend other
students. Students with opposing beliefs
on the same issues are allowed to express
their views, as anti-Gay t-shirts and
bumperstickers are common in the
hallways at Webb City High School,
according to the ACLU which is
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representing the teen.

The T-shirts made by
Mathewson’s supports said on the front,
“If this shirt offends you, look the other
way.”

The backs of some of the T-shirts
said, “We have the right to be who we
want to be” and “We support Gay rights.”
Other shirts bore the messages “I’'m Gay
and I’m proud” and “I have a Gay friend
and I’m proud of him.”

Dick Kurtenbach, executive di-
rector of the ACLU of Kansas and
Western Missouri, said sending the
students home “perpetuates the same
violation of rights that took place in
Brad’s case.”

Kurtenbach said the ACLU is
asking the school to enforce its dress code
equally. Shirts promoting drugs, alcohol
or violence clearly violate the dress code,
he said.

Study Links Diet
Pills & Having G/L
Children

MINOT - A new study suggests that
women who take amphetamine-based diet
pills when pregnant are more likely to
have Lesbian and Gay children, the
PlanetOut Network reported.

Expectant mothers who have
taken thyroid medication are also

( FOOD & SPIRITS

S

included, with similar findings.

Conducted by the Minot State
University, North Dakota, the study
followed more than 5,000 mothers and
their offspring. The research will be
published in the journal Personality and
Individual Differences.

Researchers found that mothers
of Lesbian women were five times more
likely to have taken thyroid medications
in the early stages of their pregnancies
than those of heterosexual women.
Additionally, they were nearly eight times
more likely to have taken amphetamine-
based diet pills.

Conversely, mothers of straight
men were 70 percent more likely to have
taken anti-nausea drugs than those of Gay
men.

Professor Lee Ellis, one of the
researchers for the study, said that the data
backs claims that sexuality is determined
in the womb through a variety of genetic
and biochemical chain reactions, the
Telegraph reports.

“These analyses support the
conclusion that female offspring are more
vulnerable to alterations in sexual
orientation via exposure to a variety of
prescription drugs, and suggest that this
vulnerability is greatest during the first
trimester,” Ellis told the newspaper.

Others pointed to the movement
of nutrients and chemicals from the
mother to the baby in the womb.

CALL TUR DS YA T NS

NEW BUSINESS HOULDS
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“All drugs can cross the placen-
tal barrier and, looking back, we weren’t
so aware of what was going on inside the
womb,” Professor Jim Dornan, the vice-
president of the Royal College of
Obstetricians and Gynecologists, told the
Telegraph.

It is not the first study to look to
claim sexual orientation is decided in the
womb, with recent investigations point-
ing to blink patterns, genetics and brain
patterns as deciding factors.

However, some Gay activists are
keen for the nature-or-nurture debate to be
dropped in favor of a more sophisticated
debate on equality.

“It does not really matter
whether it is nature or nurture. The
important thing is getting equality for
Lesbian and Gay people,” Stonewall’s
Alan Wardle said.

Professor Eliis is now calling for
a larger study to take place in the near
future.
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Anti-G/L Boycotts Not Supported
Poll Suggests

NEW YORK - A new survey of consumers
indicates that few consumers care about
companies’ positions on Gays and
Lesbians, 365Gay.com reported.

The poll, by Opinion Research
Corporation, found that few Americas felt
they would be swayed one way or the other
if companies ran ad campaigns targeting
the Gay community.

In fact, two-thirds (68 percent) of
American adults surveyed in the national
poll indicate that knowing a company
promotes its products or services to Gays
and Lesbians has no effect on how they
feel about the company. And, the vast
majority (81 percent) of respondents
indicate it does not matter to them if a
company whose products they use on a
regular basis also promotes them to the
Gay and Lesbian community.

The poll was done by ORC for
FH Out Front, a new LGBT division of
Fleishman - Hillard International Com-
munications.

The survey of more than 1,000
general consumers regarding their senti-
ments toward marketing to the Gay and
Lesbian community was conducted June
25 - 28 and released Tuesday, November
31, to coincide with the launch of FH Out
Front.

Previous surveys, which just
targeted the LGBT community found that
most Gays are more willing to support
companies which market directly to them.

The new survey will make it
easier for many companies, reluctant to go
after Gay consumers for fear of alienating
mainstream consumers.

“The results of this survey show
the growing acceptance, both in corporate
America and among U.S. consumers, of
Gay and Lesbian individuals,” said John
D. Graham FH Out Front chairman and
chief executive officer.

The survey also found that a
plurality of Americans (45 percent) would
do nothing if an organization launched a
boycott against companies that market or
promote products and services to Gays
and Lesbians.

Giant consumer products com-
pany Procter & Gamble ran afoul of
conservative Christians when the com-
pany advised its workers in Cincinnati
that it supported repealing an an anti-Gay
city charter amendment.

Both the American Family
Association and Focus on the Family
organized a boycott of P&G products,
which include Tide, Crest, Downy and
host of other goods.

But, the FH Out Front poll
shows that although 8 percent of
respondents said they would participate in
such a boycott, more than double that
number (20 percent) said they would
speak out against similar boycotts.

Three-fourths (77 percent) of
respondents indicated they personally
know someone who is Gay or Lesbian,
with only 21 percent saying they did not.
Even more important is the finding that
those who personally know someone who
is Gay or Lesbian are more likely than
others to support companies that market
to the Gay and Lesbian community.

Research estimates the buying
power of the Lesbian and Gay community
at $450 billion annually. Common
population estimates assume that as much
as 10 percent of the U.S. population is
either Lesbian or Gay, a community
recognized as one of the largest untapped
audiences remaining in the communica-
tions marketplace.

Lesbian Cleric
Continued from Page One
church’s 1984 law against openly Gay
ministers. The decision by presiding
judge Joseph Yeakel, a retired bishop,
eliminated six of Stroud’s defense

witnesses, the AP reported.

She has 30 days to appeal the
verdict.

Unlike the Pennsylvania pro-
ceeding, most trials in the 8.3-million
member denomination are held in private.
The last time the church defrocked a
Lesbian minister was in 1987, in the case
of Rev. Rose Mary Denman of New
Hampshire.

In March of this year, however,
another church court acquitted Rev.
Karen Dammann, a minister in Washing-
ton, after she came out. Dammann’s case
angered so many conservative Methodists
that the church’s general conference
approved language that said, “The United
Methodist Church does not condone the
practice of homosexuality and considers
this practice incompatible with Christian
teaching.”

Citing the church’s slogan of
“Open hearts, open minds, open doors,”
Laura Montgomery Rutt, director of
communications for Soulforce, denounced
Thursday’s verdict.

“This verdict shows the blatant
hypocrisy of the United Methodist Church
and poignantly illustrates the spiritual
violence that the church perpetuates
against Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgender people, both inside and
outside the church,” she said.

Members of Soulforce, a na-
tional group dedicated to ending “spiri-
tual violence” against LGBT people, were
among the protesters outside the trial.

A manwho
doesn
advertise
islikeone
who winks in
the dark:
he knows.
he's doing it,
but nobody
else does.
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by Mark R, Kerr

Recently, in the local-morning
fish-wrap, now known for the bouncing
cactus rather than for its reporting, had an
item about the wupcoming Arizona
legislative session and the impending
legislation to put before voters a proposed
amendment for the state constitution to
bar same-sex marriages and that the
proposal was resonating with voters.

In this waste of newsprint, the
radical right, soon-to-be state Representa-
tive, Mark Anderson, R-Mesa, was asked
about current state law, which bars same-
sex marriages or the recognition thereof,
would suffice. Anderson blathered that it
could be overturned by a court decision by
an “activist judge.”

Ohreally, those “activist judges,”
especially those currently serving in
Arizona’s courtrooms, especially the
Court of Appeals, who ruled (as
previously reported), unanimously in
2003, that the Arizona Defense of
Marriage Act was valid and constitutional
for which the Arizona Supreme Court
upheld?

According to the Arizona Su-
preme Court Website, Arizona voters
amended the state constitution in 1974 to
provide for a judicial merit selection and
retention process. This amendment re-
quires the governor to appoint appellate
court judges statewide and superior court
judges in Maricopa and Pima Counties
from a list of nominees submitted by
judicial nominating commissions and
individuals on this body must have been
approved by the Arizona Senate.

World AIDS Day

Continued from Page One

In Serbia-Montenegro, where
the number of infected people has risen
sharply since the country’s isolation in the
1990s, the day’s events included live, on-
air radio and television programs to
increase awareness of how the disease
spreads.

In Estonia, where 4,356 of the
1.4 million residents are HIV positive, the
biggest event is a concert titled “Open
Your Eyes,” which was to be held at the
Kaarli Church, in the capital, Tallinn.

Portugal, which has one of the
highest rates of new AIDS infections in
western Europe, opened the new head-
quarters of an association to support AIDS
patients. Portuguese artists also donated
works of art for an auction to raise money.

Danish observers were gathering
in a downtown Copenhagen square to
light one candle for each of the 1,800
people who have died of AIDS in
Denmark.

Piot was speaking at the United
Nations’ commemorative event hosted by
actors Gloria Reuben and Alan Cumming
at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in
New York City, featuring singer Mary
Wilson and South Africa’s Sinikithemba
Choir.

“The number of women living
with HIV is on the rise in every region,”
Piot said. “Prevention methods such as the
ABC approach - Abstinence, Be faithful
and use Condoms - are good, but not
enough to protect women where gender
inequality is pervasive.

“We must be able to ensure that
women can choose marriage, to decide
when and with whom they have sex and to
successfully negotiate condom use.”

“What's Really Behind Those Robes?’

The Commissions on Judicial
Appointments, also known as Judicial
Nominating Commissions, are respon-
sible for nominating individuals to fill
judicial vacancies in appellate courts and
the superior courts in Maricopa and Pima
Counties.

In 1992, Arizona voters ap-
proved the first changes to the merit
selection process since it was adopted in
1974. The changes modify the process for,
appointing superior court and appellate
court judges, including adding the
requirements that judicial nominating
commissions hear public testimony and
vote in public before making recommen-
dations to the governor, who then
appoints new judges from the recommen-
dations of the commissions.

For the record, Judge Ann Scott
Timmer, on the Arizona Court of Appeals
- Maricopa County, the three-judge body,
who wrote the 2003 decision, was
appointed in 2001 by Governor Jane Dee
Hull.

In the poll for which this issue is
allegedly “resonating,” conducted by
KAET-TV, the Phoenix PBS affiliate, and
the Walter Cronkite School of Journalism
and Mass Communication at Arizona
State University, 49% of those surveyed
and responded, expressed their support
while 43% of those surveyed, said they
were opposed. (MOE +/-5.1%). Also, the
question didn’t pose whether the person
would still support the proposed constitu-
tional amendment, would do so even
though Arizona already had a law on the
books, since 1996, on the subject.
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Investigation Launched Into
Abstinence Claims
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WASHINGTON, D.C. - Lambda Legal
announced Thursday, December 2, that it
is launching an investigation into so-
called “abstinence-only” education pro-
grams following a congressional report
that they are inaccurate and misleading,
365Gay.com reported.

The announcement comes one
day after 365Gay.com was first to report
on the allegations. Lambda said it will
conduct a state-by-state review of absti-
nence programs being used in school to
see if they meet medical accuracy laws.

The congressional report was
prepared by the staff of Rep. Henry A.
Waxman (D-Calif.). Waxman has been a
longtime critic of the program.

The Republican controlled Con-
gress three years ago endorsed the
abstinence program. It is in use in 11
states. Earlier this month, the Bush
Administration secured nearly $170
million in additional federal funding for
these programs, bringing the five-year
total in federal taxpayer support for such
programs to nearly $900 million.

The Waxman staff report found
that two thirds of the abstinence programs
in use in schools distort the facts on the
use of condoms.

It also found that the program is
teaching teens that abortion can lead to
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sterility and suicide, that half of the Gay
male teenagers in the U.S. have tested
positive for HIV, and that touching a
person’s genitals ‘can result in preg-
nancy.

“Abstinence-only programs are
putting youth in serious danger by giving
them inaccurate, misleading informa-
tion,” said Lambda Deputy Legal Director
Hayley Gorenberg in a statement Thurs-
day announcing the investigation:

“We believe these programs may
be illegal in several states. We are
investigating which states are teaching
these 11 curricula and whether absti-
nence-only programs in those states are in
violation of medical accuracy laws. A
number of state laws require school health
programs to be medically accurate, and we
believe the abstinence-only programs
highlighted in this Congressional study
are unlawful.”

If Lambda substantiates the
claims in the Waxman report the
organization said it will seek court action.

“It’s increasingly clear that the
abstinence-only programs supported by
the Bush Administration are a fraud on
the American public,” Gorenberg said.
“The Bush Administration, supported by
Congress, has spent close to $1 billion on
bigotry and distortions, and we intend to
put a stop to it.”

PWA Lives Endangered By Insurance
Companies Inaction Group Says

NEW YORK - With many people
with HIV living longer lives and
having more complex medical needs,
Lambda Legal said that it is pushing
the nation’s largest health insurance
providers to release any policies they
have on covering life-saving organ
transplants for patients with HIV,
365Gay.com reported.

Lambda Legal’s HIV Project
has worked with a number of people
who were denied coverage for
transplants simply because they have
HIV even though more than a decade
of scientific and medical research
shows that organ transplants for
people with HIV are effective and
safe. People with HIV are often in
greater need of transplants because
they have much higher rates of
Hepatitis-C. With transplants, they
often live full and healthy lives.

Lambda Legal has sent
letters to 12 of the nation’s top health
insurance companies, asking for
copies of their policies on covering
transplants for people with HIV. The
companies are Assurant, Aetna,
Aflac, Anthem, BlueCare, Cigna,
Healthnet, Humana, PacifiCare,
United Health, Wellpoint and
Wellchoice. None have responded
with existing or new policies.

“HIV itself isn’t necessarily
a death sentence any more but it
becomes one when health insurance
companies refuse to let people have
the transplants they desperately
need,” said Kevin Cathcart, Executive
Director of Lambda Legal.

“We are hearing from more
and more people with HIV who are
being denied life-saving transplants,

despite medical and scientitic standards.
These insurance companies have a duty to
clearly tell people where they stand.”

Cathcart said the case of William
Jean Gough, a 46-year-old Pennsylvania
man with HIV and Hepatitis-C, starkly
illustrates the urgency of securing clear
policies from insurance companies.
Gough was denied a liver transplant last
year (story) even though he had been
accepted as a candidate by the transplant
team at the renowned Thomas E. Starzl
Transplant Institute — because Medicaid
said the procedure was not “medically
necessary.” Gough suffered from ad-
vanced liver disease that was often
debilitating.

Lambda Legal appealed on his
behalf, and an administrative law judge
reversed the decision within days.
“William Jean Gough got a new liver
eight months ago, and he might not be
alive today without it,” Cathcart said.

Gough is recovering well. “It
wasn’t the HIV that was killing me it was
the Hepatitis-C,” said Gough. “I’ve been
lucky enough to be resistant to HI'V and it
hasn’t hindered my life. But the liver
damage from the Hepatitis nearly ended
my life. Without a transplant, I doubt I
would be here today. It’s unbelievable to
me that some insurance companies won’t
cover these transplants, and that some
won’t tell patients whether they’ll be
covered.”

Weeks before winning Gough’s
appeal, Lambda Legal also persuaded
Kaiser Permanente to overturn its
decision denying a kidney transplant for a
Colorado man with HIV. (story) Lambda
Legal had filed a formal appeal with
Kaiser Permanente, asking the HMO to
reverse its denial in light of a range of
scientific data and client John Carl’s

Continued on Page Thirteen
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ABC News Sanitized Anti-Gay Bigotry

As witnessed and reported in last
week’s Observer, ABC stands for the Anti-
GLBT Broadcasting Corporation and
Media Matters for America reported
another incident in which ABC News
provided a dramatic example of the
media’s willingness to whitewash bigotry.

A November 28 “original report”
on the ABC News website titled
“Evangelicals to Bush: Payback Time” —
based on a segment that aired on the
November 23 edition of ABC’s World
News Tonight — asserted that Gary Cass,
executive director of the Center for
Reclaiming America, a grassroots Chris-
tian political organization affiliated with
Coral Ridge Ministries, “wants a U.S.
Supreme Court that will outlaw abortion
and Gay marriage.” As apparent support
for its assertion, ABC News offered a quote
from Cass that reveals his real agenda,
which is in fact far broader than ABC
News’s characterization: “Do you want to
take your children to a National League
baseball game for instance and have
homosexuals showing affection to one
another? I don’t want my kids to see that.”
This quote also aired during the World
News Tonight broadcast.

From the November 28 article on
the ABC News website:

“Values” voters delivered for the
president, and the president must now
deliver for them — especially in the courts,
said Gary Cass, head of a grassroots
political organization affiliated with Coral
Ridge, called the Center for Reclaiming
America.

“It’s about the next 40 years and
how the courts are going to affect the
world in which my children and
grandchildren are going to be raised in,”
he said.

Cass wants a U.S. Supreme
Court that will outlaw abortion and Gay
marriage. “Do you want to take your
children to a National League baseball
game for instance and have homosexuals
showing affection to one another? I don’t
want my kids to see that,” he said.

What does a ban on Gay
marriage have to do with Gays and
Lesbians “showing affection” at a ball
game? Nothing. But you wouldn’t know
that from ABC News, which would have
its audience believe that all Cass and his
fellow conservatives want is to prevent
Gays and Lesbians from getting married.
Cass himself reveals that he wants much
more.

Coral Ridge Ministries is the
radio and television outreach of D. James
Kennedy, senior minister of Coral Ridge
Presbyterian Church in Fort Lauderdale,
Florida. The ministry’s Coral Ridge Hour
is syndicated via TV and radio to 400
stations, four cable networks, and the
Armed Forces Radio and Television
Service; it is the third most widely
syndicated weekly Christian television
program.

ABC NEWS, ABCNews, 7 W.
66th St., New York, NY 10023. E-mail:
NETAUDR@abc.com,
http://www.abcnews.go.com/service/help/
abccontact.html.

KGUN - 9, 7280 E. Rosewood
Street, Tucson, AZ 85710. General
Manager: Ray Depa,
E-mail: rdepa@kgun9.com, Phone: (520)
290-7600. Station Manager, Director of
Sales: Andrew Stewart, E-mail:

astewart@kgun9.com, Phone: (520) 290-

7633. News Director: Fernando Lopez,

E-mail: flopez@kgun9.com, Phone: (520)
290-7710.

Lives Endangered

Continued from Page Twelve

personal health history and experience.
Lambda Legal cited mainstream medical
journals that show “no evidence of poorer
survival among otherwise healthy HIV-
positive patients who are receiving anti-
retroviral therapy.” The articles conclude
that “transplantation in HIV-positive
patients should not be considered
experimental.”

Carl, a Denver area resident, has
lived with HIV for nearly 15 years. “While
I am very grateful that Kaiser Permanente
eventually made the decision to evaluate
my eligibility for a transplant, I urge
Kaiser to establish a policy to evaluate all
people with HIV on a case-by-case basis,
just like they do with everyone else.
Delays lead to lost transplant opportuni-
ties that many of us just can’t afford,” Carl
said.

“We have no idea exactly how
many other people with HIV are in
William and John’s situation, but we
know that these insurance companies
have millions of customers,” Cathcart
said. “We are determined to get these
insurance companies on record so that
people with HIV know whether they’1l be
covered when their lives depend on it and
so that the public knows just where these
companies stand.”
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Louisiana Governor
Bans Anti-GL Work

Place Discrimination

BATON ROUGE - Louisiana governor
Kathleen Blanco issued an executive
order on Monday, December 5, banning
various sorts of harassment and discrimi-
nation—including by race, sexual orien-
tation, and political affiliation—at all
state offices, Advocate.com reported.

While much of the language in
the order is covered under federal law,
Blanco spokeswoman Denise Bottcher
said the governor felt it was important for
her to reestablish state policy regarding
equal treatment in the workplace.
Bottcher said the order is similar to an
anti-discrimination order issued in 1992
by then-governor Edwin Edwards, but the
new order adds the ban on harassment.
“It’s restating her feeling’s about the need
to treat all people with fairness in the
workplace, particularly in state govern-
ment,” Bottcher said.

The legislature has in recent
years declined to approve several propos-
als aimed at ensuring equal legal
protections for Gays and Lesbians. The
order bans harassment and discrimination
on the part of supervisors in their dealings
with state workers. It also applies to state
employees in their dealings with residents
seeking benefits or services from the state.
State officials must not discriminate when
awarding contracts to private companies,
and even the companies that get contracts
to do state work must comply in its
dealings with its own employees and
subcontracts, the order states.

“Because her order includes state
service contracts, it reaches into the
private sector, thereby protecting even
more minority citizens from employment
discrimination,” said Christopher Daigle,
a spokesman for the Gay rights group
Equality Louisiana.
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Harassment May Exact Health Toll On
GLB Citizens

LONDON - A new study has drawn direct
links between anti-Gay discrimination
and mental health, with results suggesting
nearly a third of Lesbian, Gay and
Bisexual people in the United Kingdom
have attempted suicide, the PlanetOut
Network reported.

Conducted by the Imperial
College for the British Journal of
Psychiatry, the study of 1,285 LGB people
across the country found that those who
had suffered bullying at schools — or an
even more recent attack — could be more
at risk of suffering mental health
problems.

Nearly 85 percent of respondents
had experienced some sort of violence in
the past five years, whether verbal insults,
damage to property or a personal attack.
Many drew links between the attacks and
their sexuality.

Correspondingly, according to
the researchers, a large majority had
suffered some sort of mental health
problems varying from sleep disturbance
to anxiety and depression; 42 percent of
Gay men, 43 percent of Lesbians and 49
percent of Bisexual men and women had
suffered from such problems.

Many had also self-harmed: 42
percent of Gay men, 43 percent of
Lesbians and 49 percent of bisexual men
had planned or committed acts of self-

harm according to the report.

Dr. James Warner from Imperial
College London said the study shows the
need to reassess how LGB people are
treated in modern society.

“The results of this research
show that there is a likely link between
levels of discrimination and an increased
risk of mental health problems,” he said.
“It seems that high levels of discrimina-
tion including physical attack or verbal
insults and previous school bullying can
lead to an increased risk of mental health
problems.”

He said that homophobic bully-
ing needed to be addressed, a message that
was echoed by Gay rights group
Stonewall.

“The main challenge is the
homophobic culture in schools, which is
rampant, and something we are tackling,”
a Stonewall spokesman said.

The group will be unveiling a
new strategy to combat school bullying in
the new year, while the government has
also announced a similar campaign to
encourage pupils who suffer homophobic
bullying to come forward and report it.

Additionally, schools are being
called on to create more concrete
guidelines for teachers looking to combat
anti-Gay attacks in schools.

China Reveals Data On Hiv And Gay Men

BEIJING - China has released an official
estimate of its Gay population for the first
time, in what many see as the first steps
towards improving treatment of Lesbian,
Gay and Bisexual people in the Asian
country, the PlanetOut Network reported.

The government-sanctioned press
agency Xinhua reported that official
figures suggest there are 5-10 million Gay
men in the country at the moment, a
corresponding figure of 2-4 percent of the
male population.

Additionally, the agency re-
ported that 1.35 percent of this segment is
infected with HIV (news - web sites),
making Gay men the second highest risk
group after intravenous drug users.

The figures come after the
country has been warned that it needs to
update how it handles the HIV/AIDS
pandemic.

Health workers believe that the
lack of transparency and apparently
conservative view on sexuality could lead
to an explosion of new cases in coming
generations.

However, local experts say the
true figure of the country’s Gay
community could be much higher, since
many are afraid of coming out. And they
fear that a culture of secrecy could lead to
riskier sex.

According to the China Daily
newspaper, 38.5 percent of Gay men
surveyed in the capital city of Shaan’xi
Province, Xi’an, have not used a condom
while having Gay sex in the past six
months.

Wu Yuhua, an expert from the
Disease Control Center of Northeast
China’s Heilongjiang Province, told the
newspaper that the country needs to
reassess how Gay men are treated in
society if it is to tackle the spread of HIV.

He said that better health care
services coupled with support for social
and psychological issues would help

protect more Gay people.
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HOROSCOPES

= 2004 Madam Lichlenslein

Catch a rising star and put it in
your pocket. Sun and Pluto conjunct this
week, light your engines and set you off
into Outer space. Whoosh! Keep an eye
out for any heavenly body.

ARIES (MAR. 21 - APR. 20)

Cross all obligations off your calendar
and set a new course for yourself this
week. Expand your horizon through any
means possible: the internet, travel,
education or even just a new route home.
Sun rubs powerful Pluto and makes your
dreams come true. You become a
centrifugal force that emanates power
and allure. All orbs gravitate to you.
Rubadub, you lucky thing.

TAURUS (APR. 21 - MAY 21)

It comes to me on good authority that
there are a number of folks who desire
you from afar. They notice your walk,
your talk and even every nuanced
reaction. Do you even notice, queer Bull?
Well, you certainly will as the Sun
conjuncts Pluto. Your stock rises, among
other things. Strut it like you mean it,
honey. Order back up security in case the
crowd becomes unruly.

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21)

Don’t go it alone when Sun conjuncts
Pluto. You think that every relationship
requires compromise. Pink Twins fool-
ishly try to maintain their independence
but those who aspire for a merger and
acquisition have other ideas. Thank
goodness. Just like that, you are captured
and caged. Don’t struggle too hard,
lover. Deep down you are perfectly happy
being kept.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23)

As you glance at yourself sideways in the
mirror there comes a moment of truth.
You sort of like what you see. Granted,
you may be a work in progress, but there
appears to be enough good raw material
to work with. Okay, so now what? Sun
conjuncts Pluto and provides the much
needed energy you need to perfect upon
perfection. Release your inner deity as
you diet.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG. 23)

What is it about proud Lions that give
them such animal magnetism now? Grrr.
You are aching to be shaking, socializing
and shagging when the Sun conjuncts
Pluto. You may not realize your
limitations now. So pace yourself lest
you dissipate and dissolve in the
sparkling scenes. Remember - drooping
wallflower was never a favorite bloom in
your personal bouquet.

VIRGO (AUG. 24 - SEPT. 23)

How long will it take you to get to the
bottom of things in any family matter?
Not too long, as long as Sun conjuncts
Pluto. Queer Virgins feel the rumblings
of discontent among the malcontents.
Things may just pop this week and good
thing too. Clear away the barriers and
use the rest of the time to enjoy each
others’ company. Okay, just be content to
not argue.

LIBRA (SEPT. 24 - OCT. 23)

If there is something on your mind, it
may just find itself posited smack in the
middle of your conversation while Sun
conjuncts Pluto. This is not a bad thing.
These deeply felt words will move
mountains ... and even level them. But
think and weigh your words before you
blurt them out. You wear your heart upon
your sleeve now. Yuk. Take it to the
laundry, Gay Libra.

SCORPIO (OCT. 24 - NOV. 22)

Pluto conjuncts the Sun and you are apt to
desire more than just the basic elements of
life. You need glory, grandeur and some
very expensive accessories to feed your
inner soul. Luckily there is a possibility
that you will come into a bit of extra cash,
especially if you have invested wisely.
Spend like there is no tomorrow, proud
Scorp. The way you are going there won’t
be.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 23 - DEC. 22)
You are a powerful source of energy this
week as the Sun conjuncts Pluto. Even shy
and retiring types are pushed into the
epicenter of action. You may find that
your mere presence creates great excite-
ment. Your passing glance penetrates into
the very essence of others. Fan clubs
sprout and explode. You create havoc.
Good. Things need to be shaken up once
and a while.

CAPRICORN (DEC. 23 - JAN. 20)
Don’t even try to keep things under wraps
this week when the Sun conjuncts Pluto.
There is nothing you can do to prevent
your most sensitive secrets from being
revealed in very public ways. Don’t worry
- there is nothing to be embarrassed about.
Enjoy the liberation and freedom, pink
Cap. You have been living in a prison of
your own design. It is high time to break
Out!

AQUARIUS (JAN. 21 - FEB. 19)

You are apt to make some startling and
memorable impressions on friends and
certain acquaintances as Sun conjuncts
Pluto. If you are aching to make a big
splash, this is the time to dive into the
pool. But you may displace more water
than you expect. Aqueerians are unusual
and opinionated most of the time. Now
you are the big mouth on the front page.
Okay, enjoy it.

PISCES (FEB. 20 - MAR. 20)

There is something special in the air this
week as Sun conjuncts Pluto. Guppies are
packed with confidence, spit and fire.
What are you waiting for? Use this jolt to
push ahead in your career. You have
worked too hard and too long not to take
advantage of this newly discovered power.
So get ready to enjoy your just desserts,
comrade. Is that a cherry on top?

Ending the violence.
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Steve Melton
Owner/Broker
Office: (520) 670-9000
Pager: (520) 291-6500
Fax: (520) 670-9050 .

I_‘?l-lulu'.
1523 E. Broadway Tucson, AZ 85719

Barbera Challenger

Cala and Special Events Coordinator

A\arnott

TUCSON
UNIVERSITY PARK
e ———
Marriott Lniversity Park
880 Eact 2nd Street

Tucson, AZ 85719

Telephene (520) 792 4100 B4 1004
Facsimile (520) 903 9906
barbara.challanger@jhq com
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CASUAL CHAT ¢ INTIMATE DATES « GOOD TIMES

—
ol

' MegaMa%s.com"

Meet by ne-tFRE E!

GREAT DATES ARE @ 888-MEGAMATES BROWSE & REPLY TO ADS FREE! Mustbe 18+ © 2005 PCLLC

Tucson’s Only Gay & Lesbian Business Networking Organization
COMMUNITY BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

¥ Largest G&L Business Group in AZ ¥ Monthly Breakfast Networking Meetings
v Evening Mixers and Business “Out & Abouts” ¥ Membership Directory Listing
¥ Web & Digital Directory: wwwns4b.com/cha ¥ Newsletter: The CBA Reporter

Check us out! Membership & Meeting Information; 615-6436

DECEMBER 8, 2004

WEEKLY OBSERVER

NOTES FROM THE FOR-REAL SIDE

by Lee Thorn

Context Deficiency

How do you judge anything

without a context? Isn’t judging really
comparison?

What if you lived in a big
sprawling town like Tucson and you
wanted to make a judgment about how
good your police force was? wouldn’t you
need some basis for comparing the force
with other forces in similar communities?

I probably think about stuff like
this more than the next guy because I
spent a couple years in my younger life in
law enforcement. We’ve got cops. We pay
them. How do we know we’re getting our
money’s worth? Why shouldn’t we at least
try to figure it out?

What should we be looking at?
How about whether the crime rates are
going up or down? Obviously crime rates
are strongly influenced by demographic
factors that the cops have no control over,
but if they focused on putting some really
notorious repeat offenders away couldn’t
they have an impact on rates?

How about looking at the number
of complaints against police lodged by
citizens? Shouldn’t the frequency of
complaints, based on national and/or
international norms, tell us something
about the level of local professionalism?

What about police response
times? Isn’t it reasonable to ask whether
our cops take a longer or a shorter amount
of time to respond to calls than other cops
in similar situations in terms of ratios of
cops to citizens and average distances
covered?

LivE LocAL MEN

Tucson <\
520-202-0022

Phoenix
602-765-8888

Other Local #s
1-800-777-8000

FREE
TRIAL

Code: 8087

Who’s Waiting for You?

www.InteractiveMale.com 18+

Recent history has taught us to
beware of using some statistics in
evaluating police forces. In many big
cities across the country, when political
pressure was put on the cops to reduce
crime rates, police responded by simply
under reporting crime. For example,
they’d report an armed robbery as some
lesser property offense like theft.

Incidentally, if this response
reminds you of the deterioration of
educational curricula that has occurred
since comprehensive testing has been
mandated, go to the head of the class.

Getting back to good old Tucson,
I wondered how our cops evaluated
themselves and how our politicians
evaluated TPO, so I wrote the chief, the
mayor and each council member letters
asking, “What statistics do you look at to
determine how good a job the police force
is
doing’?

I gonoresponse. Regular readers
of this column might say, “It’s no wonder
they don’t answer your letters, after the
way you’ve beaten up on the city for
running an extortion racket and on the
chief for his brain-dead responses to your
previous questions.’

But the fact is that, in most areas
of inquiry, I can get a response, brain-
dead or not, from these local dignitaries.
For whatever reason, the issues of how
they evaluate TPO, how often they
evaluate TPD, and how well they think
TPD is doing evoke a sustained
unanimous silence.

Here’s the kicker. Although I
know some stuff about TPD that causes
me some concern, never having seen a
systematic evaluation of its overall
performance, [ have no idea whether it’s a
very good outfit, a very bad outfit, or
something in between. When I asked the
dignitaries what figures they looked at
and what conclusions they drew, I did it
out of simple unbiased curiosity.

Over the years there have been
several questions that TPD has answered
for me with no fuss: They told me that you
can flunk the closest thing that they have
to an 10 test and still get hired. They told
me that you don’t necessarily get fired for
committing a felony while on duty. They
told me they don’t know the name of the
police officer who currently has the
highest number of citizen complaints
against him.

Evaluating the cops in stupid
ways, like crime rate comparisons, causes
the cops to do stupid things, like lying
about crime rates. Finding intelligent
ways to evaluate the cops would force us
all to think creatively about what we really
want from them.

Tucson’s apparent approach,
that of refusing to evaluate them at all,
really leaves the cops without direction
and constitutes yet another of our city
government’s abdication of political
leadership.

In the absence of official
direction, what if our cops started taking
their cues from the cop shows on TV?
What if they watched NYPD BLUE and
came to believe that they didn’t have to
follow any rules as long as they had good
intentions?

Can you say “police state”?

[Thorn welcomes comments, suggestions
for future columns, and tips on local
skulduggey that ought to be exposed.
Write to Box 85571, Tucson, AZ 85754.
e-mail: Doid3@aol.com ]
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8

#1 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Join Jack for
Canasta. If you don’t know how to play, we’ll be glad
to teach you. For reservations and directions, please
call Jack at 887-3736.

#2 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. The Circle of Men is
a support group that helps you deal with yourself and
your relationships with others. For directions and
reservations, please call Tom at 591-2828.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10

Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 6:00 p.m Join Les for a
seasonal favorite; A White Trash Christmas. Menu
will include a Spam dish, a Tuna Casserole and other
white trash favorites. This year’’s movie is
“‘Drowning Mona’’ starring the inimitable Bette
Midler. Please bring a White Trash gift for the gift
exchange (nothing over $10.00, please). Reservations
required and are limited to the first 10 people who call
in. Contact Les at 690-9565 for reservations and
further information.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11

Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Marv hosts Pinochle
Night. If you don’t know how to play, but would like to
learn, this is the place. For more information, please
call Marv at 745-0304.

Tucson Prime Timers Food & Drinks- 5:00 p.m.
Woody’s, 3710 N. Oracle Rd.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 13

Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): - Join us for an evening of
Charades at 7:00 PM. For details and directions, please
call Karol at 744-9017

Tucson Prime Timers Lunch — 12:30 p.m., The
Wildcat House, 1800 N. Stone Ave.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14

#1 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. The Circle of Men is
a support group that helps you deal with yourself and
your relationships with others. For directions and
reservations, please call Tom at 591-2828.

#2 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Join the men of
MSN for an evening out at Rainbow Planet Coffee
House. This is a chance to have a cup of coffee and chat
with the men of MSN. For more information, please
contact Ray at 247-2716.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15

#1 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Join Terry for
Canasta. If you don’t know how to play, we’ll be glad
to teach you. For reservations and directions, please
call Terry at 577-2396.

#2 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. The Circle of Men is
a support group that helps you deal with yourself and
your relationships with others. For directions and
reservations, please call Tom at 591-2828.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16

Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Peter hosts Bridge
Night. If you don’t know how to play, they’ll teach
you-and it’s a very relaxed atmosphere. For
reservations and directions, please call Peter at 615-
8974.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17

Men’’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): - Join us for an evening of
Dominoes at 7:00 PM. It”’s easy to learn; we’’ll teach
you. For details and directions, please call Karol at
744-9017

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18

#1 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 8:30 a.m. Join Jack & Mike &
Ed for a morning of Volleyball. This is played for fun,
and you’ll get to know some nice guys as you play. For
details and directions, please call Jack/Mike at 881-
5733 or Ed at 407-5733.

#2 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Steve hosts Pinochle
Night. If you don’t know how to play, but would like to
learn, this is the place. For more information, please
call Steve at 664-2076
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Tucson Prime Timers Lunch/Business Meeting - Noon,
Home Town Buffet, 5101 N. Oracle Rd.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 20

#1. Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Join us for the “putting
out the Newsletter” Night. For reservations and directions,
please call Arlan at 323-7414.

#2. Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:30 p.m. Join us for the MSN
Premiere of “Connie and Carla” (after Newsletter Night).
For reservations and directions, please call Arlan at 323-
7414.

Tucson Prime Timers Lunch — 12:30 p.m., The Wildcat
House, 1800 N. Stone Ave.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 21

#1 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. The Circle of Men is a
support group that helps you deal with yourself and your
relationships with others. For directions and reservations,
please call Tom at 591-2828.

#2 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Join the men of MSN for

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8
WOODY’S - Boys Gone Wild Party begins at 8:00 p.m.
until closing. Drink specials for participants.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9

VENTURE-N - Join the celebration of Venture-N’s 13"
anniversary. Heavy Hors d’oeuvres - Lucky 13 drink
specials and DJ Jerry D. Hairy Chest contest at 11:00 p.m.
Winner takes all. This is the final night of the Art Show
and Sale.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11

IBT’S - 4™ Avenue Winter Street Fair. Thousands of
people on the avenue. Showtime here from 3:00 to 6:00
p-m.  Starring Bunny FuFu, Janee Starr, Veronica
Halowell, Tere Akki and Phaedra.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12

IBT’S - 4™ Avenue Winter Street Fair. Thousands of
people on the avenue. Showtime here from 3:00 to 6:00
p-m. Starring Ajia Simone, Bunny FuFu, Janee Starr, Tori
Steele and Phaedra. 9:30 p.m. the final show free to the
community starring Bunny FuFu, Diana Flair, Tori Steele
and Samantha White.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15

HOWL AT THE MOON - Learn to waltz or just comd and
learn some fun and fancy new turns. Classes are free.
Dancing partners not necessary. First class tonight from
7:30 to 8:30, 2" class next Wednesday.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 22

HOWL AT THE MOON - Learn to waltz or just comd and
learn some fun and fancy new turns. Classes are free.
Dancing partners not necessary. Second class tonight 7:30
to 8:30 p.m.

SUNDAY
COLORS - Fabulous Brunch 11am - 2pm with complimentary
mimosa. Dinner 5-10pm..

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 10:30 am.
Chuckwagon Breakfast 10:30 am — 1:30 pm, includes Bloody
Mary or Mimosa. $2 Smirnoff Sunday. DJ Jake playing country
favorites 8:30 pm to close.

IBT’s -Open Noon $1.75 Bloodys, Screws or Mimosas..
Sangria Party $2.50 from 4-1 Benefit B-B-Q and Beer Bust for
community organizations 5:30-8pm. Karaoke with Michael D. on
the patio 4:30-7:30. 8:30 shows or special events or Hi energy
dancing w/DJ ‘T.C. Wildman’. 9-close. All drink specials not
available during special events.

VENTURE-N - Open 10am. Patio open 3pm. $1.75
Bloody Marys or Screws til 3pm Patio Beer Bust 3-7.Burger BBQ
5-7. Selection of burger meats to choose from. $2 proceeds go to
Pet Watch (helping HIV/AIDS clients with their veterinary bills).

WOODY’S - Open 11am. Sunday Brunch 11:30 - 2:30.
Eggs and meat du jour plus BMs, Mims or Screws $5. $1.50
Bloody Marys, screwdrivers, Mimosas; Happy Hour 11am-8pm
$2 well or domestic beer Patio Bar open 5-close. Pick-up Beach
Volleyball games 5-?. $2.50 sirloin burger w/salad 5-9pm.
Karaoke with Michael D. 9pm

YARD DOG - Open Sundays 10am - lam. Bloody
Marys or Screwdrivers $1.75 from 10am - 3pm.

WEEKLY OBSERVER
MONDAY

COLORS - Open 11am for lunch; 5pm for dinner.
Happy Hour 4-7pm. Domestic beer and well cocktails $2.25

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 — 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm
pitchers, $5 lg pitchers. Monday Munchies 3 — 8 pm with
reduced prices on appetizers. Pool Tournament 6:30 pm - $3
entry fee, bar matches pot. Draught Beer Specials for players.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-7pm, All
drink specials not available during special events.

VENTURE-N - Open 8am. Patio 6pm. Free pool til
4pm. $2.75 Skyy Martinis 4-8. Free Hot Dogs.

WOODY’S - Open Noon. $2 well or domestic beer
til 7pm.Karaoke w/Michael D. 9-1

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am. 50¢ off any Scotch
until 7pm. Beer Bust 3-7pm.

TUESDAY

COLORS - Open 1lam for lunch, 5pm dinner.
Happy Hour 4-7pm. Domestic beers and well cocktails $2.25.
Karaoke 10:30pm to close w/Johnny DJ.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 — 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm
pitchers, $5 lg pitchers. Tequila Tuesday:  $2.00 well
margaritas, 50¢ off call tequilas. Karaoke with Calabaza
Cabeza Karaoke 8 — 11:30 pm

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-7pm, Bare
Chest Nite- Bare it and get happy hour prices from 9 to close.
Progressive/Retro ‘80s dance with DJ Q. 9 to close

VENTURE-N - Open 8am. Patio 6pm. Free Pool til
4pm. WOODY’S - Open Noon. $2 well or domestic til
7pm. Bartender Calls It drink specials..

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am.50¢ off any Tequila
until 7pm Beer Bust 3-7pm.

WEDNESDAY

COLORS - Open 1lam for lunch; S5pm dinner.
Happy Hour 4-7pm Domestic Beers or Well cocktails $2.25.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 — 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm
pitchers, $5 lg pitchers. Free Pool all day. Draught Beer
Specials all day. Beginning couples dance lessons with
Amanda 7:30 — 8:30 pm. Country DJ Jake plays 8:30 - close

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hours Noon-7pm, 9pm
“Diva-Licious” show w/Lucinda Holliday and guests. HINRG
Dancing with DJ-Q. All drink specials not available during
special events.

VENTURE-N - Open 8am. Patio 6pm. Free Pool til
4pm. Draft Special 12-4pm. $2.75 Cuervo Margaritas 4-8pm

WOODY’S - Open Noon. $2 well or domestic beer
til 7pm. Free Hot Dog Buffet 5-11pm. Underwear- fetish-
leather nite w/Gary and Chris along with GMHP. $1 off any
drink or bottled beer.(Excludes draft & schnapps) for all in
leather or underwear.

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am.50¢ off any Vodka
until 7pm Beer Bust 3-7pm.

THURSDAY

COLORS - Open 11am for lunch, 5pm dinner. 4-
7pm Happy Hour Domestic Beers or Well cocktails $2.25.
Karaoke 10:30 - close with Johnny DJ.

HOWL AT THE MOON —Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 — 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm
pitchers, $5 lg pitchers. $2.00 Mexican Beers all day.
Karaoke with David Z from 8§ to midnight.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hours Noon-7pm, DJ 9-
1 All drink specials not available during special events.

VENTURE-N - Open 8am. Patio open 6pm. Free
Pool til 4pm. Pool Tourney 7pm. $3 entry. Special prices for
players. Steak Nite (4™ Thursday of each month). Bring your
own or get it here $5.

WOODY’S - Open Noon. $2 well or domestic beer
til 7pm. Free Pool 8 to close. Volleyball Court is Open. See
bartender.

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am.50¢ off any Bourbon
til 7pm. Beer Bust 3-7pm.

FRIDAY
COLORS - Open 11am for lunch. Dinner 5-10pm.
Happy Hour 4-7pm domestic beers or well cocktails $2.25.
HOWL AT THE MOON — Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 — 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm
pitchers, $5 Ig pitchers. Line Dance Lessons 7:30 to 8:30 pm.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hours Noon-7pm, Live
Jazz on the patio with the Susan 6-9pm. Patio Bar 5-1pm.
GoGo Boys and Dance Party with DJ ‘T.C. Wildman’ 9 to 1.
All drink specials not available during

VENTURE-N - Open 8am. Patio open 6pm. Free
Pool til 4pm. DJ 9pm to close.

WOODY’S - Open Noon. $2 well or domestic beer
til 7pm. Martini Party - Well Martini’s $2.00 4-8pm. Call
Martinis $3 from 4-8pm. Complimentary Shrimp Cocktail 4-
8pm. Patio Bar Open 7pm - midnight.

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am.50¢ off any Gin until
7pm. Beeer Bust 3-7pm. Kennel open 9pm.

SATURDAY

COLORS - Open 1lam for lunch; 5-10pm full
dinner.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 10:30 am.
Happy Hour 3 — 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3
sm pitchers, $5 lg pitchers. $3.00 Cheese Burger & Fries all
day. Country DJ with the best in country dance music 8:30 to
close

IBT’s - 10am-5pm $4 Martinis and Daquaris.
Happy Hours Noon-7pm. Dance Party 9-1 w/DJ-Q. All drink
specials not available during special events.

NOVEMBER BAR & GRILL - Open 1pm. Latino
Night 1st & 2nd Saturday every month w/DJ Eduardo 8:30-
close Drink specials available. Latino Drag Show every 2nd
Saturday. 3rd & 4th Saturdays Super Disco Mix with DJ Bing
Bing.

VENTURE-N - Open 10am. Patio Bar open 3pm.
Patio Beer Bust 3-7pm. DJ 9-1.

WOODY’S - Open 11am $2 well or domestic beer.
Til 7pm. Patio Bar opens Spm. 5-9pm Steak or Mahi Mahi
BBQ with all the trimmings $5.

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am. Beer Bust 3-7pm.
75¢ glass, $2.25 pitcher. 50¢ off any Rum 1pm to 7pm. Beer
Bust 3-7pm. Kennel Open 9pm.
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NOTICES

HALLELUJAHRECOVERY DRUG & ALCOHOL
12-STEP. Every Thursday 5:30-6:30pm at Corner-
stone Fellowship, 2902 N. Geronimo. 622-4626.

SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE CLINIC
provided daily by the Pima County Health Depart-
ment. Gay friendly. Confidential. Treatment and
Medication too! Any questions? Call 624-8272

SOUTHERN ARIZONA AIDS FOUNDATION
(SAAF), 375 S. EUCLID. Office Hours 8am to Spm,
Monday through Friday. Direct services and emotional
support for persons with and affected by HIV.
Anonymous HIV testing and support groups available.
Prevention education programs. 628-SAAF (7223).
World wide web: http://www.saaf.org. VOLUN-
TEERS WELCOME.

LESBIAN SUPPORT GROUP. Involving discussion,
supportand activities. Designed to support each other.
Meets 1st & 3rd Tuesday of each month from 6:30 to
8pm. Alternate Saturdays the group meets for social
activities. For info call Dorian Easty. 882-7723
Facilitator.

P.F.L.A.G. - Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays
-isasupport group available to anyone who has a son,
daughter or friend who is Gay. Call 575-8660 or write
P.O.Box 36264, Tucson, AZ 85740-6264. All replies
confidential.

TUCSON GLBT AL-ANON GROUP meets Wednes-
days at 7:00 p.m. at Wingspan, 300 E. 6th Street. Call
624-1779 for more information.

YOUNG AND GAY?

GLBT Youth 23 and under, meet every Saturday in
Tucson for sharing, support and information. Meetings
are held at 300 E. 6th Street from 3 to 4:30 pm. You are
not alone. For more info call Wingspan, 624-1779.

The TUCSON Chapter of PRIME TIMERS WORLD-
WIDE invites Gay or Bisexual men and their admirers
to join and share Prime Timers fellowship. We
welcome mature men (and admirers) who wish to
become involved with planned and future Prime
Timers (TPT) activities. Meetings luncheons and
dinners are held monthly. For dates, times and
information call529-2269, leave name and phone
number. Tucsonpt@primetimersww,org

TUCSON GAY INFORMATION AND REFERRAL
For Information on human service organizations,
health and mental health services, financial and
government assistance, emergency services such as
food and shelter, education, etc. Call Information and
Referral 881-1794 - 8 am - 5 pm Mon. - Fri.

AIDS HOTLINE - 326-AIDS. Hours M-F, 9:00 am to
10:00 pm. Information, counseling, HIV-related
services, Tucson.

GAY OR BI-SEXUAL MEN in relationships with
women. Need friends you can talk to? Weekly support
group meets Wednesdays 6:30 - 8:00 pm. Licensed
psychologist facilitator. Call 745-6977 in Tucson for
more information. Strictly confidential.

WINGSPAN - Tucson’s Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual
Community Center, 300 E. 6th St., offers support
groups / info line / social events / library / meeting
space. Volunteer Opportunities. Board meetings every
2nd Thursday (open to all), 6:00 p.m. Information
624-1779.

GREATER PHOENIX GAY & LESBIAN CHAM-
BER OF COMMERCE (GPGLCC) P.0.BOX 2097,
Phoenix, AZ 85001-2097. E-mail:
webmaster@gpglcc.org or call (602)225-8444.

SOURCES UNLIMITED, a Lesbian & Gay referral
service. Business and individual listings are free of
charge. All information available to anyone just simply
by asking. 322-5655. Leave message.
TucsonSources@aol.com

GET NAKED with TNTucson MEN! We’re a social
and recreational club. Have you ever longed to camp,
swim, hike or play with others who enjoy the same,
dropping all the masks and pretensions? We;re for
you! TNTucsonMEN@nethere.com, P.O. Box 12176,
Tucson 85792 or call 514-9894

INNER WISDOM - Try hypnotherapy for pain relief,
past life exploration and addiction release. Also
available: Spiritual Counseling and Dream Interpreta-
tion. 579-9020

BEARS OF THE OLD PUEBLO — a social club for
bears and bigger, more robust men (and of course,
those who prefer their company). For more info, Call
the Bears Hotliine (520)790-5775 or write P.O. Box
43910, Tucson, AZ 85733-3910 of visit our website at
www.botop.com All are welcome to our general
meetings/potlucks on the 2nd Friday of every month,
7pm at Sentinel Bldg. On the City of Tucson Resource
Campus, 310 N. Commerce Park Loop on Bonita St.
between St. Marys and Congress.

LESBIAN AND GAY AL-ANON - Affected by
someone’s drinking? Meeting every Tuesday 8:45 to
9:45 p.m. at Lambda Center, 2940 E. Thomas,
Phoenix. Ellie 581-8850 or Ronn 968-2384.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE GROUP - Outreach to Gay
and Lesbian people in Arizona. Meets monthly. Write
to P.O. Box 893, Phoenix, AZ 85001 or call Eddy
Walters, (602)371-1102

CRONIES SOCIAL GROUP. A Social group for Gay
men who enjoy the fellowship of their peers. Call Leo at
624-6768.
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T-SQUARES Lesbian and Gay square dance club
meets every Tuesday from 6:30-9:00 p.m. at
Cornerstone Fellowship Social Hall, 2902 N.
Geronimo (near 1st Ave. and Laguna). Open to All
Call Liz at 325-9466 or Ray at 749-5247.

LIGHTNING LIGHTING will provide lighting for
AIDS and related benefits at no charge. For more info
call Adrienne at 889-7298.

COME EXPLORE YOUR SPIRITUALITY! St.
Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal Church offers a variety
of Gay and Lesbian groups and services for the
spiritually minded. Come meet the Family! For more
information call Debbie 579-9827 or David 323-
7943.

LESBIAN/GAY WRITERS: Workshop at 7:00 p.m.
third Wednesday of every month. Read and critique
current projects. Network and support. For info call
325-4737.

DESERT VOICES, Tucson’s Gay & Lesbian Chorus.
Want to join? E-mail: www.desertvoices.org or call
791-9662 .

Join the LESBIAN & GAY PUBLIC AWARENESS
PROJECT. In Tucson write Awareness Project, 3661
N. Campbell Ave. #365, Tucson, AZ 85719.

AA Meeting with HIV/AIDS focus, Wednesdays, 7:30
p.m., Wingspan Annex, 739 N. 4th Ave. All alcoholics
welcome.

MEN’S SOCIAL NETWORK: Social organization
for men ofall ages. Building an extended Gay family in
Tucson. Monthly social potluck gatherings the first
Saturday of each month and almost weekly social
activities. Call 690-9565 for information and a
newsletter. Check the Non-Bar Calendar in the
Observer.

CARE TEAMS ARE AVAILABLE to offer supportto
people living with HIV/AIDS. The Tucson Interfaith
HIV/AIDS Network offers trained, compassionate and
committed volunteers to provide services including
friendly visits, light housekeeping, assistance with
meals, shopping, errands, transportation and compan-
ionship for medical appointments, and respite care for
primary care givers. No judgement or proselytizing -
we are here to be of service. For information call Scott
at 299-6647.

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT SPORTS TEAMS
and updates on Gay Games 2002, contract TEAM
ARIZONA at their website: teamarizona.org

ARE YOU GAY OR BISEXUAL AND UNDER 21
YEARS OF AGE? The Gay Young Men’s Project is
now looking for volunteers for the project. We need
people who want to help create a positive social change
for young Gay men as well as reduce the risk for HIV
infection. For more information please call 628-7223.

THE MEN’S MASSAGE GROUP meets the 3rd
Sunday of each month. It is a good way to meet other
men of all ages, safely, and with the art of nurturing
touch. There is a fee. You must sign up in advance to
participate. Call Marc at 881-4582 for more
information or sign up.

COMMUNITY BUSINESS ASSOCIATION (CBA),
Tucson’s Gay and Lesbian business networking group
holds regular meetings the third Thursday of every
month. Call 615-6436 for more info.

TUCSON PRIDE, INC. (Formerly Tucson Lesbian
and Gay Alliance - TLGA) meets on the second
Tuesday at 845 S. Craycroft Road at 6pm. Tucson
Pride events: Pride Week, Gay West and
OUToberFEST. Inquiries about support groups and
individual needs should be directed to Wingspan and
other local agencies listed here. For more information
call 622-3200 or visit the TPI website at
www.tucsonpride.com

LEARN TO BE A LISTENING FRIEND Unique
Hospital Volunteer Program teaches listening skills to
Volunteers who provide a safe/compassionate environ-
ment to at-risk patients. Training every 6 weeks. 694-
7063.

TUCSON INTERFAITH HIV/AIDS NETWORK
(TIHAN), a coalition of faith communities committed
to a compassionate response to HIV/AIDS, provides
HIV education in congregational settings, volunteer
CareTeams to support HIV+ persons, a referral
network of HIV-sensitive clergy, and interfaith
services of healing and hope. For more information call
299-6647.

ANONYMOUS HIV COUNSELING AND TEST-
ING is available through the Pima County Health
Department at sites throughout Tucson, Very Gay
Friendly. For more information or to make an
appointment call 791-7676.

GRACE GROUP - CATHOLIC GAY/LESBIAN
SUPPORT GROUP meets every 2nd and 4th Monday
at 7:30 p.m. in the Madonna Hall at Saints Peter and
Paul Catholic Church, 1436 N. Campbell across from
University Hospital. For more info. Call Anabeli at

SMART (Self Management And Recovery Training) a
free non-12-step self-help alternative for people
working to overcome addictive and other emotional
problems meets in Tucson Monday thru Thursdays at
different locations. For more information about
SMART, contact Jennifer at 838-3975.

AZdykes is a new email list for Lesbians living in
Arizona. For information mail tyan@theriver.com and
request guidelines.

OUTLOUD! Tucson’s premiere Local Lesbian and
Gay Radio Show, broadcast every Sunday from 7-8 pm
on 91.3 FM, Community Radio KXCI.

THEATER/DINNER /ETC! Non-Smoking Lesbian
Network meets every 3rd Saturday night of each
month. Ifyou’d like to meet women 35+ (flexible) and
socialize in a smoke-free environment 888-8010
before 10:00 p.m. The group dines out and attends
shows or movies. Now in their 16th year! (2nd in
Tucson).

SOUTHERN ARIZONA GENDER ALLIANCE
(SAGA). The Southwest’s largest transgender and
gender-variant advocacy organization. Speakers and
panelists available. General meetings monthly on the
1**Mondays at 7pm; Dezert GirlzZMTF Support) meets
2" Mondays at 7pm; Dezert Boyz (FTM Support)
meets 3" Tuesdays at 7pm. Also serving partners,
youth, intersex, service providers and allies. Call
(520)867-0083 for more info.

EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT GROUP FOR ALTER-
NATIVE LIFESTYLES. Not a dating club. Discreet.
Meetings every Monday evening. Call for more info.
APEX (Arizona Power Exchange) 602-415-1123.24-
hr multi-choice message including information,
calendar and location.

ARIZONA AIDS POLICY ALLIANCE (AZAPA)
seeks to educate legislators and citizens about sound
AIDS policy. For more information write AZAPA,
6523 N. 14th St., #112, Phoenix, AZ 85014 or call
602-279-4805.

DESERT DOMINION, whose focus is providing
information and education for people interested in the
BDSM lifestyle, meets monthly for group discussion
and social events. Visit our web site http:/
www.desertdominion.org or call (520)792-6424

SEXUAL ASSAULT SURVIVORS. Starting this
February, the Tucson Rape crisis Center will be
providing free confidential group services for Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender survivors of all
manner of sexual assault. Interested persons please call
Mirto Stone, MSW, at 327-1171 (if unavailable leave
message with phone number.

AAPSP - ARIZONA ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC
SAFETY PROFESSIONALS: a confidential organi-
zation committed to providing support and networking
for all Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual public safety
professionals in Arizona. Membership open to Law
Enforcement Officers, Firefighters, Probation, Parole
and Corrections Officers and civilians working within
these agencies. Website: AAPSP.org or e-mail:
AAPSP@aol.com or call Dave (520)745-9059
(Tucson) or Kim (602)534-6219 (Phoenix)

GLSEN - Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education
Network meets first Thursday of every month at
4:30pm at Wingspan, 300 E. 6th Street. 743-4800.

TUCSON CATHOLIC GAY & LESBIAN FAMILY
MINISTRY. Currently meeting the 4th Monday of
every month at SS Peter & Paul Church, Madonna Hall
7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Fr. Fiedler in attendance every
meeting and willing to speak one on one. Reaching out
to Parents and Families. For more info call Doc or
Barbara 293-6624.

SAA (Sex Addicts Anonymous) has 5 meetings a week
in Tucson. People who wish to stop their compulsive
sexual behavior, please call (520) 745-0775 for
current information.

TUCSON GREATER SOFTBALL ASSOCIATION.
Interested? Call Kelly Quinn, (520)906-0669 and or
Mona Garcia 256-8728.

LUTHERANS CONCERNED — Tucson chapter for
Gay/Lesbian Lutherans meets 3rd Sunday, 6:30 p.m.
each month at Santa Cruz Lutheran Church, 6809 S.
Cardinal Ave. For information visit www.Ictucson.org
write: LC, 7014 E. Golf Links Road, PMB 212,
Tucson, AZ 85730.

ABUSIVE RELATIONSHIPS: Confidential indi-
vidual or group support for Gay, Bisexual or Trans
men who are victims/survivors of domestic violence.
For more information call 624-0348 (24-hour line)

REVEILLE GAY MEN’S CHORUS rehearses
Tuesdays 7-10pm at MCC Church, 3269 N.
Mountain. Have any history/ experience singing? Join
us!! Call 617-3100 for more info.

“OUT ON THE TRAILS - EQUESTRIAN FUN!”

Rider Club forming. Looking for women and men to
ride together on the trails of Southern Arizona. Must
have own horse, truck and trailer. For more info write:
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“Out On The Trails” P.O. Box 44045, Tucson, AZ
85733-4045

LIKE TOREAD?

The Guys Book Club (TGBC) invites new members to
join them. The group meets once a month, on the 3rd
Monday of every month at 6:30 p.m. at Magpie’s Pizza
on4th Avenue to discuss the Gay-themed book read by
members the previous month.

THE MAN TO MAN Social/erotic education club is
the tantric men’s group that offers passionate
friendships, fun activities and sex education. Marc
881-4582

GLBT Buddhist meditation group meets Sundays from
9:30-11:00 a.m. atthe Wingspan annex space, 739 N.
4th Ave. Please be willing to sit for two twenty minute
sessions in silence. All are welcome.

LGBT SUPPORT GROUP FOR VICTIM/SURVI-
VORS OF Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, Hate
Crimes, Bias Acts, Harassment. Call Lori at
Wingspan, 624-1779, ext. 20. Services are free.

NEW TUCSON SOBRIETY SUPPORT GROUP.
Secular Organizations for Sobriety - Sundays 8:00 -
9:30 p.m.at 739 N. 4" Avenue. Contacts Rick R. 520-
792-2604 or Gary S. 520-323-1969.  More
information at www .secularhumanism. org/sos/ This
group is an alternative to 12-step programs.

MEN’S KINK DISCUSSION GROUP (Open to all
who identify as male and are 18 or older) meets 2™
Tuesday of the month, 7:00 p.m. at Desert Dominion,
3843 E. 37" Street, Tucson, AZ. (Map available at
www.desertdominion,org) For those who are kinky or
justcurious. No fee, contributions are appreciated, but
notrequired.

HOUSING/FOR RENT

NEW LUXURY HOME; Bedroom and Den for Rent.
Cable, W/D, Garage, Private Bath. $450/mo + $200
Deposit for the right person. South location. M/F
welcome. Call Don 603-3947. 1062

GREAT HOME FOR RENT. 3 bed, 2 bath brick
home with family room in nice neighborhood near
Speedway/Wilmot. $975/month includes utilities.
Call owner/agent at 820-2289 1062

SERVICES

HOLIDAY SPECIAL. FREE HOUSEHOLD SER-
VICES! Mature male wishes to help you with those
household chores over the holidays. Limited hours
available. Write hsbyservices@yahoo.com or boxholder
PO Box 27656, Tucson, AZ 85726 1064

INTERIOR PAINTING: A WALL, AROOM OR THE
WHOLE HOUSE. PH. 293-2629
1064

END BACK PAIN. The back solution, massage and

bodywork. 15 years experience. Tension Erasure -

Stress Reduction - Relax for Health. Abe 294-4810
1068

RELAX WITH A FULL-BODY MASSAGE FOR
MENIN A PRIVATE STUDIO on the West Side. Call
Ralph, 883-7496.
1061
FULLBODY SWEDISH MASSAGE FOR MEN. Best
rates in Tucson! Speedway and Swan area. IN and
OUT calls. 7 days., 548-6314
1066

SACRED HEALING TOUCH. Be smoothed, touched
and nurtured by strong, yet gentle hands. In & Out, Days
& Evenings, sometimes at a moment’s notice. Call
Glen, CMT 907-2551 for the touch you so richly
deserve. Experienced, intuitive, athletic and kind.

1065
KNEADING TENSE SORE MUSCLES in relaxed
central location. Nurturing, stress relief body rub.
Affordable. 326-8226
1062..
ENJOY A NICE TOUCH. Attractive man offers a
sensuous, relaxing massage. 10am - 8p.m. 745-0231
1060.

COMPUTERS EXTRAORDINAIRE: Your old system
giving youtrouble? Upgrade it for areasonable price, or
allow us to tailor make a system just for you. For home
or business, we come to you with friendly, quality
installation, instruction and service. Call Carltoday @
977-2572 and get a free quote! 1064

BASIC THAIL, DEEP TISSUE OR RELAXING

MASSAGE by a trained, caring male. . Often at a

moments notice. First Time Discount! (520) 730-7966.
1076

TENSE? STRESSED OUT? Relax for an hour with a
full body rub by Frank. Private studio, off-street
parking. 548-7019 days, evenings.

1061

HAVE A SATISFYING TANTRIC MASSAGE.
Enjoy the quality of 22 years professional experience.
Strong but gentle hands to soothe your spirit. Call Marc-
881-4582 by appt. 1062

ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS
Letme keep your clothes fitting properly and in good
repair. Experienced -- Economical -- Prompt. Merle

DESERT PRIDE - Your store for Gay Pride and more!

611 N. Fourth Avenue, Tucson, AZ 85705 (Across from IBT’s, Next to Magpies. Come See Us!) (520)388-9829
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:COMMENTARY. + + « by Lori Girshick )

There is one glaring fact about
violence against Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
and Transgender (LGBT) community
members: the more visible we are the
more we become targets of violence.

The National Coalition of Anti-
Violence Programs, of which the Wing-
span Anti-Violence Project is a part, has
documented spikes in violence after
Stonewall 25 and the Gay Games in New
York City, 1994; after Ellen DeGeneres
came out on her show in 1997; in the
second half of 2003 after the Lawrence
Supreme Court decision; and now, today,
we face continued attacks on all fronts of
our physical, legal, and personal lives.

November 20" was the National
Day of Remembrance for those
Transgender folks who have been
murdered because they are Transgender.
The Southern Arizona Gender Alliance
held a vigil in Tucson to remember these
victims of hate. Between 1970 and
October of this year there have been 234
murders of Transgender folks in the
United States; 10 of them have been this
year. The number of deaths has been
increasing every year so that from 1990 to
1994 there were 1.03 murders per month
while today there are 1.41 per month.

What constitutes the greater
visibility of Transgender folks today?
Between the end of 2000 and the end of
2003 the percent of the U.S. population
living in jurisdictions with explicitly
Transgender-inclusive anti-discrimina-
tion laws rose from 5% to 25%. That 25%
of'the U.S. population compares to 45% of
the U.S. population that lives in areas with

sexual orientation anti-discrimination
laws. In 3 years there has been significant
increase in legal protection, though it
needs to be 100% protection. California,
Minnesota, New Mexico, and Rhode
Island have statewide laws. Sixty cities
(including Tucson) and ten counties have
Transgender-inclusive anti-discrimina-
tion laws.

This legal activity is covered in
newspapers bringing up the issues of
discrimination against Transgender folks
along with high profile murder cases,
intersex activism within the medical field,
revisiting of the Harry Benjamin Stan-
dards of Care for transsexuals seeking
sexual reassignment surgery, academic
conferences and gender conferences
creating a space for dialogue, and
numerous books, whether autobiographi-
cal, historical, or analytical. According to
a national poll by the Human Rights
Campaign in 2002, most Americans have
heard of Transgender people and believe
they should have legal protection against
discrimination and violence.

As Transgender individuals and
their allies address inequities they
increase their visibility. Their voices
become louder and they assert their rights
to citizenship, legal protection, and
identity as defined by themselves. How
many more will be murdered in the
process? Those who have died because
they defied expectations were made to be
the “other.” On Transgender Remem-
brance Day we acknowledge our debt to
those who have been murdered and accept
the challenge that we work to end
Transgender people being the “other.”
They are full human beings with the full
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range of needs, wants, and desires. They
are parents and siblings and other family,
in every profession and every craft. Our
response to hate violence is clear: there
may be backlash against LGBT folks
because of increased visibility but we will

never stop struggling for our rights to be
equal members of society.

[Lori B. Girshick, Ph.D. is the
Coordinator of the Wingspan Anti-
Violence Project.]

Bush Gets Failing Grade In HIV Prevention

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The U.S.
government was slapped with a failing
grade for its HIV/AIDS prevention
strategies, according to the first annual
HIV/AIDS report card released by the
Human Rights Campaign, the largest U.S.
Gay rights group, in conjunction with
World AIDS Day, the PlanetOut Network
reported.

The assessment, made public on
Wednesday, December 1, also gave low
grades for care and treatment (“D”) and
both research and global AIDS (“C”), and
the ratings match criticisms from some
politicians and leaders at HIV/AIDS
organizations.

“The failing prevention grade
means thousands of people needlessly
infected,” said HRC Political Director
Winnie Stachelberg. “As we face a global
pandemic, our response to it isn’t making
the grade.”

Stachelberg noted that many
leaders have diligently championed HIV/
AIDS issues, and the report card does not
intend to negate the work they have done.

“We need to aggressively pursue
a coordinated and comprehensive ap-
proach to stop this pandemic,” Stachelberg
said. “We must harness all possible
resources to prevent new infections,
provide meaningful access to quality care
and treatment, boost research to find a
cure and address the global crisis.”

In the prevention arena, HRC’s
report card notes there are still approxi-

mately 40,000 new infections each year in
the United States, and federal dollars still
cannot be used for comprehensive sex
education in schools, needle exchange
programs and other methods of prevent-
ing new infections.

Also on Wednesday, December
1, Rep. Henry Waxman, D-Calif,,
released a report indicating that the
nation’s abstinence-only-until-marriage
curricula contains false and misleading
information.

“Something is seriously wrong
when federal tax dollars are being used to
mislead kids about basic health facts,”
Waxman said in a statement.

“Candid information about pre-
vention is far too sparse,” the HRC said in
its report card. “Recent initiatives have
shifted the prevention focus from ‘at risk’
populations to those who are already
infected, hampering funding for many
minority-focused, community-based or-
ganizations.”

While new drugs are being
developed and care is improving, many
individuals living with HIV/AIDS have
little or no access to care and treatment,
the HRC’s report card said in justifying its
“D” grade.

Many states have waiting lists or
limited access to drugs through their
AIDS Drug Assistance Programs, and
Congress stalled legislation to permit
states to cover individuals living with HIV
under Medicaid.

COY!

All of life's greatjournegs
begin withjust one steP.

Heallihv Resovt and Spav
Tucson, Arigono

Escape for a day at Coyote Moon

Day spa packages include spa treatments,
fitness classes, horseback riding,
lunch and use of pool and whirlpool.

Packages begin at $171.
Visit our website for a complete listing.

Gay Owned and Operated
www.coyotemoovwesort.conv -

OON

877-784-7430




