
WEEKLY OBSERVER ISSUE 1062NOVEMBER 24, 2004

http://www.tucsonobserver.com

G/L Marriage Ruling
Marks 1st Anniversary

French Scientists Claim Major AIDS
Vaccine Breakthrough

PARIS - In what could be a major
breakthrough, French researchers may be
on the way to developing a vaccine against
the AIDS virus, the PlanetOut Network
reported.

Agence France-Presse (AFP) re-
ports that under laboratory conditions,
antibodies were able to prevent the AIDS
virus from infecting human immune cells.

Researchers at the Pasteur Insti-
tute and National Centre for Scientific
Research say this is the first time such a
success has ever been achieved against
such a wide genetic range of the virus.

This discovery will “open up
interesting prospects for the development
of a vaccine against AIDS,” the team said in
a press release.

Antibodies play a crucial role in
the body’s immune system by tagging an
invading virus or bacterium so immune
cells can destroy it.

While many vaccines use a piece
of the virus to help antibodies target
specific intruders, attempts to tailor an HIV
vaccine have been so far ineffective.

French researchers say the prob-
lem has to do with the mutation of HIV.

Antibodies may be hunting for a target
that has changed into something else.

But the French team is confi-
dent they have identified a portion of a
protein that is common to all types of
HIV.

It is called CBD1 and is part of
the gp41 protein, which is important for
helping the AIDS virus dock and
infiltrate target cells.

The researchers created a pep-
tide chain, the building blocks of
proteins, that corresponded to CBD1 and
immunized a group of rabbits.

The rabbits proved to be
resistant to a range of subtypes of HIV-1.

“The anti-CBD1 antibodies
work in two ways,” the press statement
said. “Firstly, they inhibit cellular
infection by HIV, and secondly, among
cells that are already infected, they lead
to the production of defective viruses
[which] are unable to infect other cells.”

The researchers stress the vac-
cine is only experimental and has not
been used on humans. So far, only one
only AIDS vaccine has gone through the
entire testing process, and it did not
work.

Gay Games Calls For
Resolution ‘Summit’

BOSTON - On Thursday, November 18,
Massachusetts marked the one-year anni-
versary of Goodridge v. Department of
Health, the landmark court decision that
legalized same-sex marriage in the Bay
State, even as national LGBT community
was still licking its wounds from bruising
setbacks in the Nov. 2 election, the
PlanetOut Network reported.

In Boston, hundreds of support-
ers of marriage equality attended a forum
at a hotel, while a handful of opponents of
same-sex marriage publicly burned a copy
of the Massachusetts Constitution.

More than 3,000 same-sex
couples have gotten married in Massachu-
setts so far.

“The biggest news is that these
marriages aren’t news,” read a statement
from Cheryl Jacques, president of the
Human Rights Campaign, a national
LGBT political organization. “The sky
hasn’t fallen, and life has gone on
normally.”

Marriage equality advocates do
have some cause for concern. In January,
state lawmakers will consider a proposed
constitutional amendment to revoke Gay
marriage.

But the results Nov. 2 election
left the state Legislature more firmly in the
hands of Gay rights supporters, according
to Gary Buseck, legal director of the Gay
& Lesbian Advocates & Defenders
(GLAD), the Massachusetts group that
successfully argued the Goodridge case.

“All the signs suggest we’re
moving in the right direction to keep it off
the ballot in 2006,” Buseck told the
PlanetOut Network.

GLAD is also asking the courts to
overturn a law that prevents same-sex
couples from out of state to marry in
Massachusetts.

However, across the rest of the
country, the battle for marriage equality
has suffered setbacks. President George
W. Bush (news - web sites), who endorsed
a federal constitutional amendment to bar
same-sex couples from marrying, won re-
election this month, and voters approved
ballot measures banning same-sex mar-
riage in 11 states.

“Since the Goodridge decision —
some experts say because of it — citizens
across the nation have shouted a resound-
ing no to same-sex marriage at the polls,”
read a joint statement from the Coalition
for Marriage and the Massachusetts Family
Institute, which oppose same-sex marriage.

Such statements are an attempt at
“right-wing spin,” according to Evan
Wolfson, executive director of Freedom to
Marry, an organization working to gain
marriage equality nationwide.

“The more people look at num-
bers and think though this election, it’s
clear it was not decided on Gay marriage or
any huge rejection of it,” he said. “Just as
they pursue their attacks, we must pursue
our engagements of fair-minded people.”

And that’s what is going on in a
handful of other states. Court cases seeking
marriage rights for Gays and Lesbians are
still pending in California, Connecticut and
New Jersey.

For now, Massachusetts remains
the only place in the U.S. where Gay and
Lesbian couples can marry.

GLBT Targeted In 1 Of 6
Hate Crimes

COLOGNE - The Federation of Gay
Games ended its annual meeting by
announcing plans for a Gay sports summit
to be held in the first six months of 2005,
the PlanetOut Network reported.

The governing body of the Gay
Games said in a press release that the open-
invitation conference should be held in a
central location and run by “an indepen-
dent facilitator.” Its goal will be to discuss
“unifying the worldwide LGBT sports
movement in the wake of two competing
large-scale events in 2006.”

The two competing large-scale
events are the Gay Games VII, scheduled
for July 15-22, 2006 in Chicago, followed
immediately by Outgames, to be held the
week beginning July 29, 2006, in
Montreal.

Outgames is the result of a bitter
feud between the Federation of Gay Games
and the group from Montreal that won the
bidding to host Gay Games VII. The
Montreal organizers and the Federation
argued over the size and budget of the
games until the relationship was severed.
In November of last year, Montreal
announced plans to conduct the games

without the Federation, and they eventu-
ally created a new umbrella group, called
the Gay and Lesbian International Sport
Association (GLISA). The Federation, in
turn, reopened the bidding for the 2006
Games and selected Chicago to host the
“real” contest.

In the last year, local LGBT
sports clubs around the world have been
torn between the two organizations, and
the tension in some cases has threatened to
split communities. One faction in Berlin,
for example, made plans to bid for the
2009 Outgames, while a different group in
the same city advocated a bid for the 2010
Gay Games. Meanwhile, both the Federa-
tion and GLISA have announced an array
of sponsors and teams lined up for their
respective events.

Reacting to the call for a 2005
conference, GLISA Co-President
Catherine Meade said there was “no
reason why GLISA and [the Federation]
cannot co-exist constructively for the
benefit of the LGBT movement.” A
statement on the GLISA Web site says the
two groups are not really in direct

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Over 7,400 hate
crime incidents occurred nationwide last
year, more than half of them motivated by
racial prejudice most often against black
people, the FBI reported Monday, No-
vember 22, wrote the Associated Press on
365Gay.com.

Hate crimes motivated by anti-
black racial bias totaled 2,548 in 2003,
more than double such crimes against all
other racial groups combined. There were
3,150 black victims in these cases,
including four who were murdered,
according to the annual FBI report.

The overall total of 7,489 hate
crime incidents reported in 2003 was
slightly above the number reported in
2002. Nearly two-thirds of the crimes
involved in such cases are intimidation,
vandalism or property destruction.

But there are also hundreds of
violent crimes, including 14 murders.
There were more than 2,700 assaults, 444
bias-related robberies, burglaries and
thefts, and 34 arson incidents.

The report shows that crimes
categorized as anti-Islamic remained at the
about same level in 2003 — 149 crimes —
as the year before. There had been a spike
in such crimes immediately after the 2001
terror attacks, helping drive the overall
hate crime number much higher that year.

By far the most hate crimes based
on religion were directed at Jews, with 927
incidents in 2003, about the same as in
2002.

The report also found more than
1,200 hate crimes based on sexual
orientation, including 783 against male
homosexuals. That included six murders.

The FBI hate crimes report is
drawn from information submitted by
more than 11,900 law enforcement
agencies around the country. Only about
16 percent of those agencies reported any
hate crimes in their jurisdictions during
2003.
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Get Your Tickets For
Desert Voices:

‘Naughty....Or Nice?’

Trans Day Of
Remembrance

between 18-44 years old
by the University of Arizona if you are

MEN WANTED

You will be compensated 
for your time and effort.

For more information about
the study, please call

318-7178 or 318-7070 

To help us study
Human 

Papillomavirus 
(HPV) in men.

You may have it and 
not know it.

Online Observer:
What Do You Think?

TUCSON (ON) - Recently, the online
version of The Observer changed its look
after eight years with the same format.

This revamp of tucsonobserver.com
is still a work in progress, and the staff
thanks those who have commented, posi-
tively and negatively, on the changes
completed so far.  The staff though wants to
hear from more online readers to make sure
The Observer remains to its ideal - a
community publication.

Likes, dislikes, comments and
suggestions for more changes are needed
and The Observer wants to hear from you.
The Observer has set up an E-mail address,
ebsite@tucsonobserver.com for online read-
ers to E-mail in their thoughts.  So as long as
we have the First Amendment, for at least
the next couple of weeks or so, please send
in your E-mail, something that will be noted
and appreciated.

Wingspan Anti-
Violence Project

Strengthens Latino/a
Services

TUCSON - Wingspan is proud to announce
the expansion of its Anti-Violence Project
(AVP) services with the hiring of a second
Bilingual Advocate/Educator, Carlos Torres.

A grant from the Governor’s
Division for Women, STOP VAW Program,
enabled the AVP to add this additional
position. The AVP will expand its services
and outreach efforts to the LGBT Latino/a
community of Tucson and Southern Ari-
zona.  “I am excited about joining the AVP
staff and hope to help promote awareness of
our services to the Latino/a community,”
said Torres, a native of Puerto Rico.

The STOP grant calls for Wing-
span to enhance staff and volunteer cultural
competency, produce more literature and
materials in Spanish, increase outreach
hours at the El Pueblo Neighborhood Center
and the Southern Arizona AIDS Foundation,
design curriculum specifically on LGBT
Latino/a issues and barriers to safety, train
staff at community social service agencies
on LGBT Latino/a issues, and sponsor more
events for LGBT Latino/a community
members. The established Puertas Abiertas
social group will be expanded.

Lori  Girshick, Wingspan’s AVP

Coordinator, commented, “We believe that
our services have been strengthened with
Carlos joining our staff and we look
forward to serving more LGBT Latina/o
people in need of crisis intervention, safety
planning, emergency shelter, and educa-
tion.”

Wingspan is the only organization
in Southern Arizona to serve the needs to
the LGBT community, and the Anti-
Violence Project is an important compo-
nent of their mission.  The Wingspan Anti-
Violence Project is a social service and
social change organization that documents
and advocates for victims of anti-LGBT
violence and harassment and collaborates
with other community organizations in
addressing violence against all marginalized
groups.  The Wingspan AVP offers a 24-
hour crisis line, advocacy, and support
services.  If you have experienced domestic
violence, sexual assault, hate motivated
violence or you see hate-related graffiti
please call the Wingspan AVP 24-hour
crisis line, (520) 624-0348 or toll-free,
(800) 553-9387.

The Laramie Project
‘Dec. 2-3, 9-10

TUCSON - Pronto Printing, Whitespace
Design, Woody’s and Coyote Moon Resort
and Spa have all helped to present
“Naughty….Or Nice?”, Desert Voices’
Winter concert.  Desert Voices is Tucson’s
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender and
Supportive Others (GLBTS) Chorus,
which will give two performances of the
concert in early December.  The first
performance is on Saturday, December 4,
7:30 p.m., with the second performance on
Sunday, December 5,  2 p.m.,  at The Muse
Community Arts Center, 516 N. 5th
Avenue.

You can head over to Desert
Pride, 611 N. 4th Avenue, or Antigone
Books, 411 N. 4th Avenue, both in Tucson,
and pick up your tickets for this playful,
touching and lyrical view of winter
celebrations from the ancient to the recently
invented, with a healthy dose of songs
about the man with the bag, a.k.a. Santa.
Tickets are $12 if purchased in advance and
$15 at the door.  And if you can’t get to
Tucson to pick up tickets ahead of time, you
can always call the Desert Voices office at
(520) 791-9662.

More information about the chorus, their
activities and the upcoming show can also
be found at www.desertvoices.org.

TUCSON - The Cast of Thousands
announced that they will be presenting
“The Laramie Project,” by Moises
Kaufman, 7:00 p.m., December 2, 3, 9
and 10.

“The Laramie Project” will be
performed at the Rincon/University
High Little Theatre, 421 N. Arcadia.

Tickets are $2.50 for students,
$3.50 for adults.  For tickets or more
information, please call (520) 321-
9519.

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Communities
across North America on the weekend
remembered dozens of murdered
Transgendereds in the sixth annual
Transgendered Day of Remembrance,
365Gay.com reported.

This was the sixth annual day set
aside to draw attention to violence against
the trans community.

On average, one Transgender
person has been the victim of a hate crime
murder every month over the past 10
years. This year has been no exception.

The Day of Remembrance grew
out the 1998 murder of Rita Hester, a 34-
year-old transsexual living in the Boston
area. Hester’s stabbing death has not been
solved.

In 1999 a candlelight vigil in
San Francisco which has grown to
encompass memorials all around the
world.

This year, San Francisco’s
Transgendered and their supporters
gathered at Harvey Milk Plaza Saturday
evening, November 20, and walked to the
LGBT Community Center for a memorial
service.

Among those remembered was
Gwen Araujo. The teen was beaten,
battered with a shovel and then strangled
to death in October 2002. Her body was
found in a shallow grave several days
later. The trial of three men charged in her
slaying ended in a mistrial in June.  It was
the only case where a trial occurred in the
killing of any trans person in the US this
year.

“We know that discrimination
and violence against Transgender people
is pervasive,” said NGLTF executive
director Matt Foreman.

“We know that law enforcement
routinely ignores and fails to investigate
and prosecute anti-Transgender crime,
including murder. We know that for every
victim whose name we know there are
dozens of others who will never be known
or acknowledged. Let us all use this day to
not only remember, but to rededicate
ourselves to bringing and end to
discrimination and violence against
Transgender people.”

Memorial services were held in
150 cities nationwide, including Tucson.

“As we reflect on the lost lives of
Transgender brothers and sisters, we
must remain resolute and steadfast in our
fight to ensure this violence ends,” said
Human Rights Campaign President
Cheryl Jacques in a statement.

“It’s appalling that anybody can
feel motivated to harm someone just
because of who they are. Until those that
wrong is righted, America’s promises
will remain unfulfilled,” Jacques said.
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Conservatives Now Admit G/L Marriage Not Responsible For Breakups
NEW YORK - “Protection of marriage” is

now the watchword for many activists

fighting to prevent Gays and Lesbians

from marrying, the Associated Press

reported on 365Gay.com.

Some conservatives, however,

say marriage in America began unraveling

long before the latest Gay-rights push and

are pleading for a fresh, soul-searching

look at the institution.

When you talk about protecting

marriage, you need to talk about divorce,”

said Bryce Christensen, a Southern Utah

University professor who writes fre-

quently about family issues.

While Christensen doesn’t op-

pose the campaign to enact state and

federal bans on Gay marriage, he worries

it’s distracting from immediate threats to

marriage’s place in society.

“If those initiatives are part of a

broader effort to reaffirm lifetime fidelity

in marriage, they’re worthwhile,” he said.

“If they’re isolated - if we don’t address

cohabitation and casual divorce and

deliberate childlessness - then I think

they’re futile and will be brushed aside.”

Gay-rights supporters, during

their recent losing battles against Gay-

marriage bans in 11 states, often argued

that if marriage in America was in fact

troubled, it was heterosexuals - not Gays -

who bore the blame.

“That was the best argument

same-sex marriage advocates had: ‘Where

were you when no-fault divorce went

through?’” said Allan Carlson, a conserva-

tive scholar who runs a family-studies

center in Rockford, Ill. “Any thoughtful

defender of marriage has to say, ‘You’re

right. We were asleep at the switch in the

’60s and ’70s.’”

Carlson hopes the same-sex

marriage debate will encourage a broader

national conversation.

“For the first time in about 50

years we are honestly looking at the state of

marriage in America, and what we have

allowed to happen to it,” he said. “I hope

the conservative side will do a little soul-

searching and look for ways to rebuild

traditional marriage into something stron-

ger.”

Carlson decries no-fault divorce,

where neither spouse is held responsible

for the breakup, but acknowledges that its

demise is not imminent. He proposes more

modest steps: tax revisions benefiting

married couples, a more positive portrayal

of marriage in textbooks, policies aiding

young college graduates so they could

afford to marry sooner.

In several of the states that

approved Gay-marriage bans on Nov. 2,

initiatives are underway to bolster hetero-

sexual marriage. A bill pending in

Michigan’s legislature would encourage

premarital education; Arkansas Gov. Mike

Huckabee and his wife have invited 1,000

couples to join them in a Valentine’s Day

covenant marriage ceremony in which they

would voluntarily reduce their options for

a quick divorce.

However, Gay-rights supporters

say slogans like “protection of marriage”

are mostly used as code for anti-Gay

sentiment to further partisan aims.

“There’s clearly a divide about

what constitutes a healthy marriage,” said

Corri Planck of the Family Pride Coalition,

which represents Gay and Lesbian fami-

lies. “But there are countless Gay and

Lesbian couples who, if they had legal

recognition, would hold up their relations

as models of good marriage.”

Jordan Lorence, a Phoenix-based

lawyer with the conservative Alliance

Defense Fund, has been active fighting

same-sex marriage, but he agrees with

those who see marriage facing broader

challenges.

“For decades, Christians have

been guilty for having a weak defense of

marriage,” he told the Christian Post

earlier this year. “Marriage has become a

junior high school dating scene where if I

am unhappy I could divorce my husband

or wife and move on to someone else.”

In a telephone interview, Lorence

said Americans face a choice of whether to

view marriage as primarily an act of

individual satisfaction or as an institution

serving the communal good.

“That’s the big battle line,” he

said. “I think people’s attitudes are

shifting, and they’re saying the traditional

way makes a lot of sense - that you can’t

just get divorced at the drop of a hat.”

Many of the groups campaigning

against same-sex marriage evoke “the

sanctity of marriage” yet make little or no

mention of the problem of divorce.

One group, the Alliance for

Marriage, has focused almost entirely in

the past two years on advocating a federal

amendment that would ban Gay marriage.

The alliance’s president, Matt Daniels,

said the proposed ban is an essential

starting point for other initiatives to

strengthen heterosexual marriage - such as

promoting family-friendly workplace poli-

cies.

“No one in the alliance believes

saving the legal status of marriage as

between man and woman will alone be

sufficient to stem the tide of family

disintegration,” Daniels said. “But if we

lose that legal status, we lose the policy tool

we need to pursue our broader agenda.”

Stephanie Coontz, a professor at

Evergreen State College in Olympia,

Wash., and author of a new history of

marriage, said passing anti-Gay amend-

ments in hopes of returning marriage to

some bygone traditional status is futile.

“Heterosexuals changed marriage,

not Gays and Lesbians,” she said. “None of

these measures is going to change the fact

that marriage no longer plays the same

central economic and political role that it
used to. ... People see it as more optional.”
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NY Mayor Tells City Pension
Plans To Recognize

G/L Marriage
NEW YORK - Mayor Michael Bloomberg
Wednesday, November 17, called for the
city’s pension funds to treat municipal
workers in same-sex marriages in the same
way as those in traditional marriages,
365Gay.com reported.

The mayor directed his appointees
on the city’s five pension fund boards to
support the call.  Bloomberg does not have
the majority of appointments on the boards
but LGBT activists in New York say they
are hopeful the change will be approved.

“We applaud the mayor for
treating LGBT families the same as all
other families for the purposes of the
pension fund,” Empire State pride Agenda
executive director Alan van Capelle told
365Gay.com.

“Same-sex couples who are mar-
ried deserve to be treated the same as all
other families.”

Bloomberg said he based his
decision on a legal opinion by the city Law
Department.

If  approved, same sex couples
who are legally married or involved in a
civil union with a city employee, would
receive pension benefits - including
accidental death benefits.

Those eligible would include
people who were married in Massachusetts,
Europe, or Canada, and those in civil
unions performed in Vermont.

It is not known how many people
would be affected. The pension plans
include all city sanitation workers and
roads crews to police and teachers.

While it remains unclear if the
pension plan administrators will follow
Bloomberg’s call, they have been actively
involved in supporting LGBT issues in the
past.

The plan, one of the largest in the
nation with huge numbers of voting shares
in Fortune 500 companies, has helped force
more than a dozen corporations to adopt
policies that specifically bar discrimination
based on sexual orientation.

Last month the New York State
pension plan said it would recognize same-
sex marriages.

Van Capelle said the mayor needs
to go one step further.

“We are urging the mayor to take
the same steps as five other municipalities
have taken in New York State and provide
same-sex couples who are legally married
with every right and responsibility where
marital status is a factor,” van Capelle told
365Gay.com.

Although same-sex marriage is
not available in New York State, last March
Attorney General Eliot Spitzer citing the
state’s comity law said that marriages of
same-sex couples performed elsewhere are
completely valid in New York State and
must be treated as such.

The municipalities of Nyack,
Ithaca, Buffalo, Brighton and Rochester
followed suit by fully recognized legal out-
of-state same-sex marriages, giving them
the same rights as all other marriages within
their local jurisdictions. In Rochester, for
example, surviving spouses of veterans,
including same-sex spouses, are entitled to
certain types of city licenses and property
tax exemptions.

The mayor’s announcement came
a week after he was ordered by a court to
implement a law forcing contractors that
do more than $100,000 of business each
year with NYC to offer benefits to the
partners of Gay and Lesbian workers
equal to those the companies give
heterosexually married couples.

The Equal Benefits Law was
passed by Council, vetoed by Bloomberg
and then overridden by council.  The
mayor then took it to court arguing that
city money should not be used “to advance
social issues.”

Oregon Marriage
Battle Shifts To

Civil Unions

PORTLAND - With a constitutional ban

on same-sex marriage in Oregon a suit

over recognizing Gay and Lesbian

couples is now shifting to whether civil

unions can be permitted, 365Gay.com

reported.

The lawsuit was filed by nine

Gay and Lesbian couples, who alleged

that depriving them of the legal and

emotional benefits of marriage is discrimi-

natory.

In papers filed with the state

Supreme Court, lawyers representing the

Gay couples argue that marriages per-

formed earlier this year in Multnomah

County should not be voided despite the

amendment.

Nearly 3,000 same-sex couples

were married in the county, which

encompasses Portland, before a judge

stopped the practice.

The brief, by the ACLU, also

argues that the amendment does not

preclude civil unions.

“Marriage is the only road to full

equality - but providing most of the

protections of marriage is better than

having none of the protections. We’re

willing to accept that for the time being,”

said David Fidanque, executive director

for the Oregon chapter of the ACLU.

The suit originally sought to have

same-sex marriage legal because barring

it violated the state constitution.  Follow-

ing the Nov. 2 vote which amended the

constitution to ban Gay marriage the

justices asked both supporters and

opponents of Gay marriage to determine

whether the ban makes the existing case

moot.

The group which opposes Gay

marriage and fought for the amendment

said in its brief that the case should be

thrown out in light of the constitutional

ban.

The Defense of Marriage Coali-

tion argues that even though the amend-

ment is not retroactive the marriages

performed in Multnomah county should

be voided.

It further argues that since civil

unions were not part of the original suit the

court should not consider the issue.
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G/L  Adoption Inching
Toward Supreme Court

WASHINGTON, D.C. - A nasty co-
parenting battle being fought out in two
states between an estranged Lesbian couple
is expected to wind up in the US Supreme
Court and could include the issue of whether
states which do not recognize same-sex
relationships must honor civil unions from
those which do, 365Gay.com reported.

The case revolves around a two
year old girl born through artificial
insemination to Lisa Miller-Jenkins.  At the
time she was in a relationship with Janet
Miller-Jenkins which had been formalized
by a civil union in Vermont where they
resided.

When the relationship between the
two women soured and they split up, a judge
in Vermont gave Janet Miller-Jenkins
temporary visitation rights with the child.

Lisa Miller-Jenkins fled with her
daughter to Virginia which has some of the
most anti-Gay legislation in the country. She
then went to court in that state seeking sole
custody of the child.

Janet Miller-Jenkins fought the
application on the grounds that the case was
already before the court in Vermont. But,
Judge John R. Prosser ruled that since the
mother resided in Virginia, a Virginia court
would hear the case.  Subsequently Prosser

ruled that Lisa Miller-Jenkins was the
sole parent and that Janet Miller-Jenkins
is nothing more a friend to the child.

A Family Court judge in
Rutland, Vermont then found Lisa
Miller-Jenkins in contempt for moving to
Virginia and disobeying a court order
involving the child’s custody.

Now, Vermont Judge William
Cohen has ruled that under the state’s
civil unions law, Janet Miller-Jenkins
must be regarded as a co-parent.

It is the first time that a Vermont
judge has ruled for co-parenting using
the civil unions law, but the ruling pits the
state against Virginia. Both judges ruled
correctly according to the laws of their
respective states, said Michael Mello, a
professor at Vermont Law School.

“It’s this kind of jurisdictional
collision that’s going to get this issue
before the U.S. Supreme Court,” Mello
said.

Under the full faith and credit
clause of the US Constitution states must
accept each others’ laws.  Some legal
scholars say the case also could bring
into question federal DOMA.

Cincinnati Businesses Want
Gays And Lesbians To Return

CINCINNATI - City tourism officials are
targeting Gays that had previously taken
their convention business elsewhere because
of a charter provision banning laws
protecting LGBT people from discrimina-
tion, the Associated Press reported on
365Gay.com.

Cincinnatians voted to repeal the
11-year-old Article XII this month after city
and business leaders warned that it was
harming the city’s economy.

The Greater Cincinnati Convention
and Visitors Bureau sent letters to 200
groups that cited Gay rights issues as a
reason for not hosting meetings in Cincin-
nati.

And bureau representatives are
considering meeting with eight groups that
canceled scheduled events in Cincinnati
after voters approved the amendment in

1993. Those conventions had been
expected to bring $25 million to the area.

“We’ll follow up with every
group that canceled,” said Alan Welch,
interim bureau president.

The impact on the convention
business may not be immediate, because
some of the groups targeted by the bureau
are locked into deals to hold conventions
in other cities through 2010.

But some groups say repealing
the amendment could be the first step
toward bringing their business back.

The Rockville, Md.-based Ameri-
can Speech-Language-Hearing Associa-
tion canceled its 1995 convention in
Cincinnati because of the charter provi-
sion. The group wrote a letter at the time
that said the amendment “sends the
message that some of our members will
not be welcome in Cincinnati.”

Now Cheryl Russell, director of
convention and meetings for the group,
said it would consider Cincinnati for its
regional meetings.

“If they took it (Article XII) off
the books, Cincinnati’s opened up to us
now,” Russell said.

The American Library Associa-
tion pulled out of a scheduled January
1995 convention, saying it wanted to take
a “stand on human rights.”

“We’re glad you changed it,”
Deidre Irwin Ross, the group’s director of
conference services, said. “Our associa-
tion is very inclusive.”
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‘So What Then Is The Real Reason?’
As previously reported, the

religious right and their Republican
cohorts, flushed with electoral success
with proposed state constitutional amend-
ments, in thirteen states in 2004, barring
the recognition of same-sex marriages,
civil unions and domestic partnerships,
don’t want this “political gravy train” to
stop anytime soon and are planning further
ballot action in 2006 in states that already
have Defense of Marriage Act laws on
their books.

So what then is the real reason,
that the religious right and their Republi-
can friends have their “bloomers in a
bunch?”

Republicans control the federal
government - all three branches and are in
the process of turning this democracy into
a totalitarian theocracy.

Republicans in the process of
buying Dubya a yacht, giving more tax
breaks to corporations, and funding a
space mission to Mars (for all dissenters
maybe?) by cutting funding for health
care, AIDS programs and needed equip-
ment and protection to the armed services
- especially to those currently languishing
in Iraq.

Republicans increased the debt
to over $8 trillion dollars while wanting to
give their committee chairs the ability to
look at anyone’s income tax returns.

It was the 1993 Hawaii Supreme
Court decision, ruling that the state
marriage law denies same-gender couples
equal protection rights in violation of the
Hawaii Constitution, and placed the
burden on the state to show that the law
against same-sex marriages was justified
that spurred legislative action on the state
level and by the federal government.

H.R. 3396, the federal “Defense
of Marriage Act,” (DOMA) was intro-
duced in 1996, a presidential election year,
and put on the legislative fast-track by the
Republicans, who controlled both cham-
bers of Congress.  Former Congressman
and rabid homophobe, Rep. Bob “Whipped
Cream” Barr, R-GA, was the lead the
sponsor of DOMA.

Federal DOMA would do two
things: providing that no State shall be

required to give effect to a law of any
other State with respect to a same-sex
“marriage;” and defining the words
“marriage” and “spouse” for purposes of
Federal law.

Congressional Republicans pro-
claimed, blathering that the measure was
needed to protect “the traditional family”
and “values” - so appropriate in an
election year when the GOP was trying to
oust then President Bill Clinton and
more Democratic Members of Congress,
since they supported allowing homo-
sexuals in the military.  Remember
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell?”

H.R. 3396 passed in both the
U.S. Senate and House (Rep. Jim Kolbe
voted in favor and was dragged out of the
closet for this) and President Bill Clinton
capitulated, signing H.R. 3396, in a
midnight ceremony on September 21,
1996.

Several challenges to the law’s
constitutionality had been presented to
the United States Supreme Court since
its enactment, but so far the Court has
declined to review any such cases.  To
those pushing legislation for a referen-
dum or initiative to put a proposed
constitutional amendment on the ballot
for consideration because of “judicial
activists,” the question again: “So what
then is the real reason?”
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Texas Students Barred
From Cross-Dressing

EDITOR:

No matter which of the letters
your life represents in the LGBT string, we
are all connected to each letter, simply by
the fact that we are perceived as
“different.”  One needn’t be Transgender
to feel the impact when the names of 21
people are read, each name followed with
the way that they were murdered.  Twenty-
one people killed in the world this past
year, simply for being “different.”

Nor do you need to be HIV
positive or have AIDS, to feel the impact of
the numbers cited each year as the death
toll rises.  And frankly, you don’t have to be
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual or Transgender  to
understand what it is like to be rejected,
persecuted, bullied, or made a second-class
citizen.  You just have to pay attention, and
participate in the world you live in.

On November 20, Desert Voices
was privileged to sing for SAGA’s Day of
Remembrance in Catalina Park, just as the
sun was setting on a beautiful Tucson
afternoon.  (SAGA is the Southern Arizona
Gender Alliance)  The event opened with
the chorus backing up Namoli Brennet on
“We Belong,” and culminated with the
reading of those twenty-one names.  Each
of them was a real, true person with hopes
and dreams.  Each name felt like a blow to
the chest as it was read.

But as Lori Girshick stated in her
comment at the gathering, “They cannot
murder us all.” And following the reading
of the names, the chorus added one last
footnote, singing “Something Inside So
Strong”.  Here are some of the words:  “The
farther you take my rights away, the faster I
will run.  The more you refuse to hear my
voice, the louder I will sing. You can deny
me, you can decide to turn your face away.
No matter ‘cause there’s something inside
so strong, I know that I can make it, though
you’re doin’ me wrong, so wrong.”

The words of that song lifted us up
again and called us all to continue our
struggle, to continue to fight for what is
good and right in the world.  As a chorus we
are building bridges within the community
with our songs, and those bridges go in all
directions.  Our lives were touched by the
words spoken, and especially by the names
read.  Moments like those, where we share
with one another, are truly the important
moments of life. 

Next time there is a vigil, a
service, a memorial, a meeting, a rally, or
what have you, consider attending, even if
you don’t think it is your cause or your
issue.  All issues of discrimination are our
issues.  Please fight for freedom, wherever
it is challenged.

Mae Krueger,
Desert Voices

EDITOR:

Last week while surfing the
Internet, I found a site that was selling Gay
gifts, www.fiikgear.com. I was most upset
to find this site promoting and selling
products with the slogan “I am over The
F**king Rainbow”. The Rainbow flag and
symbol  has had a long history of unity with
the Gay community. Gilbert Baker, a San
Francesco artist, designed the first Gay flag
in 1978. He created the flag in response to
a local activist’s call for a community
symbol. The Gay Freedom Day Parade in
1978 saw the handmade version of the flag,
and from that day on this symbol has been
used to show Gay pride world wide.

The question that I have posed
to the operators of this site is, if we are
over the fucking rainbow then what
should we use as a Gay symbol, and what
other symbol would be able to replace
our Rainbow Flag. To say that we are
over the rainbow is a slap in the face for
all Gay and Lesbian people around the
world that have waved this strong symbol
of Gay unity and pride.

I will never be over the f**king
rainbow. As a matter of fact I am over
your f**king web site and hope that
fiikgear will withdraw this slogan from
their web site as most of the other
products for sale are funny and camp.

Regards,
Mark Spencer

(By E-mail)

SPURGER - Boys in the Spurger, Texas,
school district weren’t wearing dresses
Wednesday, November 17, and girls
weren’t putting on men’s suits. That after a
parent complained about a dress-like-the-
opposite-sex day—an annual homecoming
week tradition.

According to the tradition, boys
and girls reverse social roles for one day
during homecoming week. It lets the older
girls invite boys on dates, open doors, and
pay for sodas. It also calls for guys to dress
like girls—and girls like guys.

However, one parent complained
that the practice has homosexual over-
tones. School officials call that statement
“inflammatory and misleading.”

The Liberty Legal Institute of
Plano, Texas, came to the aid of parent
Delana Davies, who was concerned about
she considered officially sanctioned cross-
dressing. Davies said having boys dress
like girls is part of an effort to push a
homosexual agenda in public schools.

An attorney for the tiny East
Texas school district says there’s no
hidden agenda. He said the dress-up day
was just intended to be fun for the kids.
Still, the tradition is being scrapped and the
district is holding “Camo Day” instead—
with black boots and Army camouflage to
be worn by everyone who wants to
participate.

Lane, Broderick
To Re-team For

“The Odd Couple”
Broadway Revival

NEW YORK - Producers stars Nathan
Lane and Matthew Broderick will reunite
for a Broadway revival of Neil Simon’s
The Odd Couple, reports Variety on
Advocate.com.

The show is scheduled to open in
August of 2005 under the direction of
prolific out theater director Joe Mantello
(Wicked, Take Me Out).

Lane and Broderick will next
team up for the shooting of the film version
of The Producers (which was, of course, a
stage version of the original film) in
January. This revival of The Odd Couple
will mark the first Broadway return
featuring men in the leads—Rita Moreno
and Sally Struthers starred in a female
version in 1985.
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Jamaica Denies
Systemic

Homophobia

Norway Nixes G/L
Marriage, Adoptions

G/L Unions Bill
Passes Hurdle

Around The Gay World.   .  .  .  .  .  .

KINGSTON - The Jamaican govern-
ment has told an international human
rights organization that chastised it for
allowing rampant homophobia to mind
its own business, reported 365Gay.com.

Human Rights Watch in a
report earlier this week accused the
government of turning a bind eye to
police abuses on Gays and people with
HIV/AIDS.

The organization also called
on Jamaica to repeal its sodomy laws
which are used to target Gays.

Thursday, November 18, the
government accused HRW of bully
tactics and said it would not be swayed
by foreign influences.

“We find the approach of this
organization unacceptably insensi-
tive,” Information Minister Burchell
Whiteman said in a statement.

“We also as the duly elected
representatives of the people feel that
it is the people who must set our
agenda in respect of the legislation
which we pass or the repeal of any
existing laws. We are certainly not
about to respond to any organization,
external to this country, which may
want to dictate to us how and when to
deal with the laws of our land,” Senator
Whiteman said.

The international media has
focused on Jamaica following the furor
over homophobic lyrics by some
reggae singers.

One performer, Sizzla, was
barred from entering the UK following
complaints about his music.

Sizzla’s hit tune Pump Up has
the line “Shot battybwoy, my big gun
boom (Shoot queers, my big gun goes
boom)”.

Another singer is wanted for
the vicious beating of a Gay man in
Kingston.

Following the release of the
Human Rights Watch report Superin-
tendent Ionie Ramsey of the Jamaica
Constabulary Force announced that
the police High Command had ordered
a probe into the allegations.

LONDON - The House of Lords
Wednesday night (November 17) passed
legislation giving same-sex couples most
of the same rights as married people,
reported 365Gay.com.

The Civil Partnership bill now
awaits royal assent before becoming law.

The legislation was approved by
the House of Commons.

The bill will create a civil partner
registry. Gay couples would have inherit-
ance rights to their partners’ estates,
hospital visitation rights, and the right to
receive the spouses share of their partner’s

pension.

A last minute attempt to emascu-
late the legislation failed on a vote along
party lines.  Conservative Lords attempted
to extend the bill to include siblings and
caregivers.

The Conservatives accused the
government of attempting to ram through
Parliament special rights for a small
interest group it hoped to capitalize on in
the upcoming election.

During the heated three-hour
debate, Baroness O’Cathain called the bill
discriminatory because it would give
inheritance and capital gains tax advan-
tages to same sex couples that were not
available to sisters, brothers, parents and
children who looked after each other.

Other Conservatives said that the
bill amounted to marriage by another name.

“There is a clear distinction
between these provisions and those of
marriage,” snapped back Home Office
Minister Baroness Scotland of Asthal.

A similar attempt to weaken the
bill was made by a group of Conservatives
in the Commons last week.

Reaction from the LGBT commu-
nity mixed with most rights groups seeing it
only as an interim measure.

“We welcome this massive step
forward in terms of legal recognition after
our long battle for these basic human
rights,” said David Henry of the Coalition
for Marriage Equality.

“However, the fact remains that
same sex marriage is illegal in the United
Kingdom and the Civil Partnerships Bill
will remain a separate system for those in
same sex relationships – almost equal, yet
oddly segregated from the rest of
mainstream society.

OSLO - Norway’s Parliament Thursday,
November 18, rejected a bill that would
have allowed same-sex couples to marry
and to adopt children, 365Gay.com
reported.

Gay and Lesbian couples already
have civil unions which carry most of the
same benefits and responsibilities as
marriage but are not allowed to adopt.

Gay rights groups had pushed to
have full marriage rights and adoption.

The legislation had been intro-
duced by the Labor party. The bill would
have made the current marriage law gender
neutral.

Prime Minister Kjell Magne
Bondevik and his Christian Democrats
opposed the bill, despite assurances by
some members that they would support it.

The party is closely tied to the
Lutheran Church in Norway.

Belgium and The Netherlands are
the only two countries in Europe where
same-sex couples can marry.  Most other
states have varying forms of civil unions.
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Battling Isolation In Wake Of
G/L Marriage Bans

AMHERST - Following the Nov. 2 election
in which 11 states passed constitutional
amendments banning same-sex marriage
Gays and Lesbians have been left feeling
isolated, 365Gay.com reported.

But a new research paper by the
Institute for Gay and Lesbian Strategic
Studies, a think tank in Amherst, Massa-
chusetts says there are concrete ways to
resist feelings of isolation, stress, and
sadness in the wake of the election that saw
Gays stereotyped and where open hostility
became dominant themes.

The acrimony created during the
campaigns challenged the psychological
well-being of GLBT people the Institute
says.

“I’ve heard many stories about
fear, sadness, and a sense of loss from
people all over the country,” said Dr.
Glenda Russell, author of the report.
“Putting the civil rights of one group to a
vote takes an enormous psychological toll
on members of that group, as well as on
communities and on families.”

After Michigan voters amended
the state constitution to ban same-sex
marriages, Greg Varnum saw this impact
first-hand at Eastern Michigan University.
He described the aftermath of the vote:  “In
my role as student coordinator of the
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual Resource Center, I
have seen people dealing with surprise,
anger, and sadness, with a sense of
powerlessness and a desire to want to know

what to do next.”

The report, entitled “Surviving
and Thriving in the Midst of Anti-Gay
Politics,”  presents three primary strate-
gies: analysis, action, and allies.

GLBT people should analyze the
homophobia present in the campaign, take
action to resist anti-Gay efforts, and draw
on the support of heterosexual allies,
Russell said, noting that heterosexual
allies play a particularly important role in
reducing feelings of isolation in addition
to the value of their political support.

“The research on how people get
through the tough political times shows
that these strategies work,” according to
author Glenda Russell, a psychologist and
IGLSS senior research associate.

“Although you can’t shut out the
negative messages about Gay people that
blanket a community during a campaign,
we can respond to them in constructive
ways.”

The new report outlines strate-
gies for individuals and for organizations.

Community organizations of all
kinds can provide important outlets for
individuals to work through their feelings
productively.

“Since the federal marriaage
debate is likely to pick up again,”
predicted Lee Badgett, IGLSS research
director.

Angry Greeks Deny Alexander
The Great Was Bisexual

ATHENS - A group of Greek lawyers is
threatening to sue Warner Bros. film
studios and Oliver Stone, director of the
widely anticipated film Alexander, for
suggesting that Alexander the Great was
Bisexual, Advocate.com reported.

The lawyers have already sent an
extrajudicial note to the studio and director
demanding they include a reference in the
title credits saying his movie is a fictional
tale and not based on official documents of
the life of the Macedonian ruler. “We are
not saying that we are against Gays, but we
are saying that the production company
should make it clear to the audience that
this film is pure fiction and not a true
depiction of the life of Alexander,” Yannis
Varnakos, who spearheads the campaign
by 25 lawyers, said.

Stone was quoted on
MSNBC.com as telling the upcoming
edition of Playboy magazine that the
film’s depiction of Alexander could
offend some. “We go into his Bisexuality.
It may offend some people, but sexuality
in those days was a different thing,” he
was quoted as saying. While the film,
starring Colin Farrell and Angelina Jolie,
will be released on November 24,
Varnakos said he has already gathered
enough information regarding the content
of the movie to suggest there are
“inappropriate references.” “We have not
seen the film, but from the information we
have already, there are references to his
alleged homosexuality, a fact that is in no
historical document or archive on
Alexander,” he said. “Either they make it
clear that this is a work of fiction, or we
will take the case further.”

This is not the first time Greeks
have been angered by suggestions
Alexander was homosexual and had
affairs with young men. Two years ago
hundreds of northern Greeks from the
province of Macedonia, where he was
born, stormed an archeological sympo-
sium after one speaker presented a paper
on the homosexuality of Alexander.
Police were called in to evacuate the
participants. One of the greatest military
leaders of all time, Alexander, who was
never defeated in battle, conquered about
90% of the then-known world before his
mysterious death at the age of 32, building
an empire that stretched from the
Mediterranean to Afghanistan. Varnakaos
said that although Stone has the right to
freely express himself, the audience
should have the right to know. “We cannot
come out and say that [former U.S.]
president John F. Kennedy was a shooting
guard for the Los Angeles Lakers
basketball team, and so Warner cannot
come out and say Alexander was Gay,”
Varnakos said.
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G/L Rights Law May Be Worthless
Atlanta Mayor Suggests

ATLANTA - Mayor Shirley Franklin says
the city ordinance which prohibits dis-
crimination against Gays and Lesbians
may not survive a court challenge,
365Gay.com reported.

Franklin made the comments
during a meeting with LGBT
businesspeople.

The mayor is considering what
action to take against an exclusive country
club which has refused to recognize the
partners of Gay and Lesbian members.

Atlanta’s Human Relations Com-
mission determined that Lee Kyser and
Randy L. New were victims of discrimina-
tion when Druid Hills Country Club
refused to grant their partners family
memberships.

The club, which charges a
$40,000 initiation fee and about $475 in
monthly dues, told Kyser and New that
their partners were welcome to join but not
as a families. Family rates are considerably
lower than separate memberships.

Kyser, a clinical psychologist,
and New a lawyer, took the club to the
Human Rights Commission alleging bias
because of their sexuality.

Under the law Franklin could
revoke the club’s business and liquor
licenses.

Druid Hills has vowed to fight the
issue in court.

“We don’t differ on where we
want to go,” she told 200 members of the
Atlanta Executive Network gathered at the
Sheraton Midtown Hotel, the Atlanta
Constitution reports. “The question is how
we get there and what do we do if we lose.”

The ordinance was passed in
2000 and bars discrimination against Gays
in “public accommodations”. Franklin was
elected to office in 2001 with strong
support from the Gay community and
promised to uphold the law.

But critics charge the law is
vaguely worded and have warned it is
likely to be struck down.

Illinois G/L Rights Bill Sidelined
Until January

SPRINGFIELD - Legislation that would
amend the Illinois Human Rights Act to
prohibit discrimination based on sexual
orientation in employment, housing, pub-
lic accommodations and credit was pulled
Thursday, November 18, shortly before
the state Senate was expected to have
voted on it, 365Gay.com reported.

Following an often acrimonious
hour long debate, mostly along religious
and moral grounds that saw the defeat of
legislation dealing with embryonic stem-
cell research, the sponsor of the Gay-rights
bill, Sen. Carol Ronen, D-Chicago decided
not to take the measure off the floor.

At the beginning of Thursday’s
session Ronen believed she had the 30
votes needed for passage, but by the end of
the stem-cell fight that number was in
question.

The measure is not dead. Law-
makers will meet again Jan. 10 and 11,
before the new General Assembly is sworn
in Jan. 12.

Ronen said she will try to have the

legislation passed at that time.

“I’m pleased with the movement
[of the proposal],” Ronen said. “We’ve got
it there sitting on the Senate floor now,
ready to be acted on.”

Gay rights advocates said they
were relieved that the measure was not put
to a vote when it appeared it could be voted
down, while conservatives said the move
allows them more time to lobby for its
rejection.

“We have moved this legislation
farther than it’s ever been,” said Rick
Garcia, political director of Chicago-based
Equality Illinois. “We think it will pass
Jan. 10.”

But Peter LaBarbera, executive
director of the Illinois Family Institute,
said “the momentum is going our way.”

It is the second time Ronen has
delayed the bill.  She sponsored it during
the spring 2003 session but chose not to
call it for a vote after she could not muster
enough support.

Law May Be Worthless
Atlanta Mayor Suggests

TOPEKA - The Topeka City Council
Wednesday night, November 17, voted for
a stripped down version of legislation to
ban discrimination in hiring on the basis of
sexual orientation, 365Gay.com reported.

In a 5-4 vote council removed
protections for the Transgendered in the
bill which covers only city hiring practices
and not the private sector.

The legislation was seen as the
first civic litmus test of where America’s
Gays stand following this month’s elec-
tion.

Several dozen speakers, many
from the Topeka-based Fred Phelps cult,
slammed the ordinance, claiming it
“endorses sin”.

Several times during presenta-
tions Topeka Mayor James McClinton

interrupted speakers. “We will not become
a circus in here tonight,” the mayor said.

Supporters of amending the city’s
human rights law to include the protections
for Gays said that the city had a moral
obligation to protect human rights.

“It does not matter what form
discrimination takes, we should at every
step attempt to prevent it,” said Topeka
lawyer Pedro Irigonegaray. “The issue
here is equal protection under the law.”
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Hate
While Tucson has a progressive reputation, the

2002 death of Philip Walsted serves as a
reminder that anti-Gay hatred remains.

BY SAXON BURNS

TUCSON - It has been nearly 900
days since Jonathan’s 24-year-old
partner, Philip Walsted, was
bludgeoned to death in a pitch-
dark side street off Tucson’s
Fourth Avenue. And in early
2005, the self-proclaimed white
separatist accused of killing him is
scheduled to stand trial.

Fearing retaliation by sym-
pathizers of the suspected killer,
Jonathan asked that his last name
and the details of his current
whereabouts not be used in this
story. He’s not only Gay, but
Jewish—a double whammy, he
said.

Talking over the phone
from the East Coast apartment he
just moved into, he gives the
impression that he’s a realist, a
self-assured man who, at 48, has
the means and experience needed
to overcome life’s most savage
moments.

But when asked about the
days following Walsted’s murder,
Jonathan’s voice, normally re-
sounding with conviction, trails
off as if his throat has tightened. It
brings back painful memories and
a wave of anger.

“Initially, there was this
terrible void, and I sought to fill
it,” he recalled. “Here was this guy
who was in my life all the time.
We got up together; we spent
every minute together. I didn’t
know what to do.

“He (the accused mur-
derer) was out there with a
baseball bat, and he wanted to
fuck someone up good,” Jonathan
said. “And unfortunately, Philip
was the one.”

Tucson is sometimes
thought of as a progressive island
drifting in Arizona’s conservative
seas. Pima County has about
30,000 more registered Demo-
crats than Republicans, and Tuc-
son was the first city in the state to
start a domestic partnership regis-

try. But to many people who knew
Walsted—or know of him now that
he’s gone—his death serves as a
reminder that anti-Gay murders
aren’t tragedies confined to Wyo-
ming.

FBI statistics say 1,500 hate
crimes against Gays were recorded
nationally in 2002. In the same year,
27 incidents were reported in
Tucson, according to Detective Tim
Rupel, Tucson Police Department’s
hate crimes investigator.

While Tucson hate crime
numbers have generally declined—
from 49 reported cases in 2001 to 20
so far (as of our press deadline) this
year—Rupel said the statistics reflect
only a small portion of what’s going
on.

“One thing you can say about
hate crimes is that statistics show us
only one of every eight hate crimes is
reported,” Rupel said.

He cited many reasons for
this, including “disbelief that some-
thing like this still occurs,” fear of
retaliation and victims not wanting it
publicly known that they’re Gay.

The statistics don’t mean
much because of all this, according
to Lori Girshick, anti-violence project
coordinator for Wingspan, a LGBT
community center. She said that
many Gays and Lesbians, “for
historical or current reasons, do not
trust the legal system and are wary of
talking to police.

“For every person who comes
forward, who knows how many
people don’t?” Girshick asked.
“We’ll never know the full extent,
but I’m sure it’s a lot more than we’re
aware of. I don’t think numbers tell
you anything.”

It’s not just physical violence
that’s an issue, according to Girshick.
Gays are routinely harassed and
threatened or have their property
damaged, for example.

“It’s not the hate crime like a
murder, but these kinds of hate
crimes that are happening are
threatening, they are illegal and they
lead the victim to be apprehensive,”
she said. “Even though these things
aren’t reported to the police because
there’s not an injury, emotionally,
there’s an injury.”

Every so often, a homosexual
is seriously attacked in Tucson,
causing fear and anger in the Gay
community. But Walsted is the only
known person in recent memory who
has died as a result of the assaults.

In January 2000, Gary

Grayson stabbed a Gay man on
Fourth Avenue while reportedly
shouting “killing a f**king faggot.”
The victim’s wounds were non-life-
threatening, and Grayson was
quickly apprehended.

Mark Fontes was assaulted
outside Gay bar IBT’s, 616 N.
Fourth Ave., in January of this year.
Although police have yet to label it a
hate crime, a crowd at a vigil held
for Fontes shortly after the attack
seemed convinced he was targeted
because he is Gay. While no arrests
have been made in the case, Fontes
has since recovered (and he has
declined interview requests from
the Weekly).

As for Walsted’s murder,
David Augustine Higdon, 22, is
scheduled to stand trial Jan. 11 on
first-degree murder and armed
robbery charges in connection with
his death.

Trial delays and claims that
Higdon and four other men formed a
Neo-Nazi criminal syndicate while
in prison have drawn out the
process. Higdon turned down a plea
bargain at a September hearing; he
could have received a 22-year
prison sentence on a second-degree
murder charge, in exchange for a
guilty plea.

He could face life in prison
if convicted of first-degree murder.

Higdon has been in trouble
with the law throughout his life.
Court records show he was charged
with possession of marijuana in
2000 and aggravated assault in 1998
and 2004.

Higdon has described him-
self to local media as a “white
separatist,” saying his views don’t
apply to Gays, just races. His name
appears on a white-supremacy Web
site called White Revolution under
its “POW Outreach” list of indi-
viduals in apparent police custody.

The Web site, which fea-
tures advertisements for white-
supremacist business cards and
warns white children of the dangers
of trick-or-treating in non-white
neighborhoods, asks for monetary
or emotional support for the names
listed, because they have made
“sacrifices ... in the struggle for the
survival of our people.”

“If you are a white man or
woman who is a non-drug using
heterosexual and you care about the
future of our race, then you are
already one of us, whether you
know it or not,” the White
Revolution mission statement says.

The police report for the
murder, which is hundreds of pages
thick, describes what the only known
witness said she saw on June 12, 2002.
It contains a statement from Higdon’s
friend, Kathleen Farabaugh, who
accompanied him that night.

Police believe Walsted stepped
out of the house he and his partner
shared at 910 N. Fourth Ave., shortly
after midnight. According to Jonathan,
it was not uncommon for Walsted to
take a walk among the shuttered bars,
restaurants and old homes after his late
shift as an American Airlines
reservationist.

At around 2 a.m.,authorities
say, Higdon, who was parked near
Roskruge Bilingual Magnet Middle
and Elementary School with
Farabaugh, called out to Walsted. The
two are believed to have chatted for a
few moments, possibly sharing a joint
in the bed of Higdon’s truck.

Farabaugh said during her
police interview that she got back into
the truck’s cab and listened to music
while they talked. Then she claimed
she felt the vehicle shake and turned
around to see Higdon pummeling
Walsted with an aluminum bat.
Higdon screamed at Walsted not to
talk to him as the blows continued, she
said.

Walsted —a slightly built man
at 5-feet-6-inches—fled, but Higdon—
5 inches taller and bulkier at 200
pounds—overtook him after running
around a corner, Farabaugh continued.

“And I could hear (Higdon)
yelling and yelling,” she sobbed, as
she relayed events to police. “And I
could hear the bat hitting the kid over
and over.”

Farabaugh said Higdon also
repeatedly kicked Walsted. He later
washed his shoes, but the laces were
still stained red, she told police.

After the beating, police al-
leged that Higdon took Walsted’s
shoes, driver license, keys and other
items of value. According to
Farabaugh, Walsted didn’t have a
wallet, so Higdon thought he might
have money in his shoe. Authorities
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Crime
“For every person who comes forward, who knows how
many don’t?  We’ll never know the full extentBut I’m
sure it’s a lot more than we’re aware of.” Lori Girsick

reportedly found the victim’s license
and keys at Higdon’s home after they
obtained a search warrant.

Walsted, his face swollen
beyond recognition, was spotted in a
pool of blood in the middle of the
road at Hoff Avenue and Fifth Street
at around 4:50 a.m. He was taken to a
hospital and pronounced dead several
hours later. At least two of the blows
penetrated his skull, an autopsy
showed.

About one week later, au-
thorities nabbed Higdon during a
search of his home.

Higdon turned down a Weekly
request for an interview, and his
public defender, Bobbi Anne Berry,
did not return three phone calls
seeking comment.

Despite the gruesome nature
of Walsted’s death, the murder
wasn’t as big a story as some might
expect. Paul Kohn, 40, was a friend of
Walsted’s. He believes that not
classifying the murder as a hate crime
immediately left the Gay community
in limbo.

“The way in which it was not
originally classified as a hate crime
says something about our judicial and
penal system,” he said. “What I feel is
t
t the way the crime was treated here

suggests to me that the people who
run the show here in Tucson don’t
think Gays and Jews and blacks can
be the victims of such crimes.”

Kohn also expressed frustration that
prosecutors were not pursuing the
death penalty.

Citing ethics rules, a Pima
County Attorney’s Office spokes-
man declined to talk about the case
while it is in the pre-trial phase.

Walsted “had his life ahead
of him” and deserved more, Kohn
said. He had just opened his eyes to
all the possibilities ahead of him and
mended family relationships strained
over his homosexuality, he added.
Things were falling into place, and
then all that potential was lost.

In June 2004, more than 100
people attended a memorial vigil to
recall Walsted’s life and the
struggle to end hate crimes against
homosexuals. Wingspan’s Girshick
said memory and education are
potent tools in combating anti-Gay
sentiment.

“One of the most important
things is not forgetting Philip, not
forgetting anyone who’s the fatal
victim of hate,” she said. “The more
people we can talk to and provide a
forum for them to ask questions, the

better. All of that is part of the
solution.”

Jonathan wants people to
know about Walsted, not only to
help find that solution, but also to
love the man he loved.  A friendly,
“chatty” person, Walsted, “never
had a hair out of place” and he liked
to keep things “light and airy,” he
said.

“He could get through his
life without me, Jonathan recalled

about his partner’s fierce sense of
independence.  “He wasn’t there
because he needed me; he was there
there because he wanted to be.”

.  “I expected to spend my whole
life with him.”

[Saxon Burns is a reporter for the
Tucson Weekly, from which this
article, from their November 4-10
edition is reprinted with permission.]



WEEKLY OBSERVERPPAGE FOURTEENAGE WEEKLY OBSERVERNOVEMBER 24, 2004

‘Drowning By The Numbers

I’m desperately trying to make
sense of what happened on Election Day,
and believe me, it’s a tough slog. I’m
piecing together the hints and clues left
behind at the “scene of the crime.”

Although I will begrudgingly
admit that this election didn’t resemble the
bold-faced theft-in-broad-daylight of the
2000 election, the 2004 vote falls into that
frustrating category of “criminal but still
legal.”

So how did they pull it off? I m
still not sure, so I’m trying my hand at old-
fashioned detective work, just like those
existential detectives in “I Heart
Huckabees” when they, aw, Christ, who
am I kidding? You didn’t see “I Heart
Huckabees” and neither did I.

Well, every good investigation
has to have a leaping-off point, so I’ll start
by crunching the numbers:

According to Yahoo! News (who
apparently have taken it upon themselves
to keep tabulating the votes long after the
election has been called), John Kerry has
so far garnered about 57.12 million votes
and George Bush has now cracked the 60
million watermark; specifically, he’s
amassed 60.48 million votes. That gives
us a margin of about 3.36 million votes,
and that s a pretty big number. If you add
those two totals together plus the 400,000
votes that Ralph Nader got, you have over
118 million tabulated votes. Now if you
add in the votes that went in for the
Libertarian and independent candidates
plus the estimated 1.5 to 2 million votes
that experts say haven t even been counted
yet, you get a grand total of over 120
million voters! That is a mind-blowing
amount.

Okay, so let’s examine that
winning margin again: If you compare that
amount to the estimated grand total of
voters in this election, it only makes up
less than three percent. So that’s a pretty
slim victory, but I know that there will be
some detractors out there who will remind
me that it s not the popular vote that
decides the president but the electoral
vote. Yes, I’m well aware of that fact, so
let s look there...

George Bush won 286 electoral
votes, and John Kerry won 252, and if you
go by those numbers it looks like a slam
dunk. Well, keep in mind that the one state
that was on everybody s mind was Ohio
which carries 20 electoral votes. Of the
approximate 5.48 million ballots cast in
Ohio, Bush beat Kerry by a mere 140,000
votes. (Bear with me here. I know that all
this math is grotesquely dull, but I am
going to be making my point soon
enough.) Compared to the total votes cast,
that margin once again makes up for less
than 3 percent of the total. If little more
than half of those people - let’s say 80,000
voters - had swung the other way and
voted for Kerry, those 20 electoral votes
would fall into his column, giving Kerry a
solid 272 and Bush only 266. 80,000
voters out of 120 million is a minuscule
percentage, and it could have changed the
course of this country.

Victory was just that close for
John Kerry; it was razor thin.

So with all of that in mind,
imagine my honor when I picked up the
Observer and read the headline that more

than 20% of the GLBT community voted
for George Freakin’ Bush!

What the hell is going on here!?
Have we lost our minds?  Even the Log
Cabin Republicans didn’t want to
endorse Bush!  Is there something in
those chocolate martinis that is affecting
our decision making abilities?  What
happened to us?

Okay, I’m sorry. I just need a
moment to calm down. As a good liberal,
I need to look at all sides of this and make
a rational observation. Having done that,
I’ve decided to blame everything on the
rich faggots. Don’t get me wrong; I can
fully comprehend the concept of making a
lot of money and using whatever (or
whomever) you can to cover your own
ass. Collectively, Gay incomes have
actually increased over the past few years
and part of it is due to media exposure.
Whether we’re fighting for Gay marriage
(and apparently losing) or Queer Eye-ing
the straight guy, we appear to be making
some bucks lately, and I know that money
or the lack thereof can change a person’s
political party in a heartbeat. Personally, I
kinda missed out on that gravy train.

All I can think of is Florence the
maid’s line when she first met the
Jefferson’s, “Y’all mean we overcame,
and nobody told me?”

Looking at that sort of voting
bloc makes me think that couldn’t have
been just rich Gay men who voted him in.
Perhaps there were a few (dare I say it?)
Lesbian Republicans who chimed in. Is
there such an animal? I don’t think that
I’ve ever encountered one. I’m trying to
picture one in my head, but my mind just
can t wrap around the concept. I’m
picturing a charming and attractive
woman between 40 and 60 years old who
comes from old money residing in a
Hamptons-style beach house. She wears
simple yet exquisite dresses — the kind
that would make Coco Chanel say
“Damn, why didn’t I think of that?” She
has her share of young playthings to
choose from, and stashed away in her
bedroom closet are various instruments to
be used for personal sadomasochistic
torture. Rich, elegant, into pain — I think
we have an initial portrait of a Lesbian
Republican. I’ll hire a sketch artist and
hand out fliers at Antigone Books and
Ain’t Nobody s Biz to see if anybody
recognizes her.

Y’know, when the total votes
came out and I saw how close it was
between Bush and Kerry, I thought, “Oh
great, now I’ll have to steer clear of every
other person in this country because they
re-uneducated, self-centered morons.”
Now I ve come to discover that one out
every five people I run into at the bars will
have to be avoided too. (Wait a second, as
I recall the Tucson bar scene, that actually
sounds about right anyway. It actually
sounds better than average.) Imagine that,
though; over 20% of the 10 percent that
we always lay claim to — that would
mean that about 2.4 million Gay votes
went to Bush, an average of 48,000 per
state. Yet there would probably be more
in the heavily populated states — maybe
even over 100,000 in Ohio.

Oh Lord!  Bartender, get me a
shot of whiskey, and aspirin and a couple
of antacid tablets quickly, and keep ‘em
coming!
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Wingspan launches the
Anti-Violence Project – 
a community initiative 
to assist lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender 
victims of discrimination, 
domestic violence, sexual 
assault and hate crimes.  
Call the Anti-Violence 
Project 24-Hour Crisis 
Line at 624-0348, or 
toll-free 1-800-553-9387.

Ending the violence.

Southern Arizona’s Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual & Transgender 
Community Center www.wingspan.org

The Sun changes signs and squares
shocking Uranus this week (as if we didn’t get
enough shocks earlier this month). But don’t
panic kids; there is a burst of power that takes
place now that can launch us to new,
impressive heights. Take advantage of the
oomph and enjoy the ride. Avoid low ceilings.

ARIES   (MAR. 21 - APR. 20)
If you ever had a mind for fun and frolic, it
must have involved  Sun square Uranus. Your
ability and stamina are boundless. Play hard
Gay Ram and show the world how inventive
you can be. Inspiration strikes, as well as a few
powerful (and accurate) intuitive thoughts.
Will you go with the cosmic flow? Rub a
crystal ball and see what you can divine, just to
be sure.

TAURUS   (APR. 21 - MAY 21)
Thoughts turn homeward. What can you do to
make your private quarters more enjoyable
and comfortable? Sun square Uranus may
suggest some dramatic physical changes
(renovating or moving) or emotional changes
(platonic, passionate or   family). Once the
dust has settled, you may just change the
dynamic by simply throwing a party. Much
better idea!

GEMINI   (MAY 22 - JUNE 21)
Pay more attention to partnerships when Sun
squares Uranus. Pink Twins must use this time
to strengthen current relationships or seek new
ones. The opportunity is there if you take the
chance. And where might this chance meeting
manifest? You may be working long hours so
keep an eye on who is hanging around the
water cooler. They may be one tall drink
themselves.

CANCER   (JUNE 22 - JULY 23)
Sun square Uranus gives you powerful mental
acuity and the foresight you need to plan out
even the most detailed tasks and job
assignments. But all work and no play makes
you one dull pink Crab. That’s why you should
use the next weeks to extend your personal
boundaries and explore new and exotic
territories. You never know who is pop up in
your Out box. You’ve got mail.

LEO   (JULY 24 - AUG. 23)
Proud Lions roar for a good time. Be careful of
what you wish while the Sun squares Uranus.
The fates now conspire to give you everything
you want ... and much, much more. You are led
into temptation. How much Outrageous fun
can you handle, pal? Unrestrained sex and
unleashed power create an intoxicating mix.
You’re quite the charmer. Well, at least you
think so.

VIRGO   (AUG. 24 - SEPT. 23)
If you can find your way home, you can reap a
big reward when the Sun squares Uranus.
Queer Virgins may wander far afield but the
answer to your many questions are right where
you last left them. What is it about
relationships that seem so unusual and
shocking now? Why ask why? Just enjoy the
electricity between the two of you. You will
get a real charge out of it.

LIBRA   (SEPT. 24 - OCT. 23)
It’s time for Gay Libras to take pen to paper or
fire off an inflammatory email that is sure to
purge. Sun square Uranus and whoops! Rather
than spill your bile, why not capture this
exciting and powerful moment in a more
pleasant way? Sometimes you can catch more
flies with honey than with vinegar. Of course
there are some flies that you would rather just
squash. Wait.

SCORPIO   (OCT. 24 - NOV. 22)
Sun square Uranus sets some thoughts
flying in the direction of money and
general financial well being. But don’t
just let it sit in the bank this week. There
is someone brewing something and
needs a little extra green infusion to their
party mix. Can you entice lovers or
potentials into one big cocktail? Stir or
shake and spice to taste. Enjoy in
moderation or enlist a designated driver.

SAGITTARIUS   (NOV. 23 - DEC. 22)
The Sun moves into your own sign and
squares Uranus. You are all hot and
heavy to meet and greet. Will they come
to you or will you have to go out and beat
the bushes for them? Just wait, Gay
Archer - there are some major surprises
in store for you especially where you
live. Extra stress, a bit of unexpected
commotion, a catapult into the strato-
sphere. Yeah, happy birthday to YOU.

CAPRICORN   (DEC. 23 - JAN. 20)
Get in touch with yourself or with a few
willing wilde spirits while the Sun
squares Uranus. Gay Caps are tempted
to dwell on deep, intensely personal
issues, but don’t get caught up in the
swirl or you will get lost. Instead, gather
your cosmic thoughts and launch them
into the public discourse. You will hit
your target and make some inroads. We
can certainly use that now.

AQUARIUS   (JAN. 21 - FEB. 19)
Aqueerians will turn their energy into
platonic activities and outlets when the
feisty Sun squares Uranus. The stars are
aligned for   mucho good times that are
infused with energy, fun and pleasant
surprises. But keep it light and
flirtatious, comrade. You are riding on a
swift dreamboat and it may plow into a
sand barge. Is love in the air? Someone
please open up a window!

PISCES   (FEB. 20 - MAR. 20)
Sun squares Uranus and energizes your
corporate drive. ‘Bout time, Guppie.
Plot and plan your professional rise and
take the necessary calculated risks you
need to gain ground. You are maneuver-
ing within a highly political environment
where the element of surprise is
powerful and pivotal. Blitz the general
creed and take no prisoners.... unless
they are gorgeous.
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UA Faculty Art
The University of Arizona’s

Museum of Art does an annual faculty
show. This year’s version is now up and it
runs till Nov. 28.

I always like to check out the
faculty show. Because academic artists
keep up with their brethren across the
country, an academic show in Tucson
usually gives you a feel for what’s going
on nationally. There are only a few works
in this show that have any regional flavor
at all.

With our country at war in Iraq,
the show was, not surprisingly, more
explicitly political than it might otherwise
have been. But the even more striking
characteristic of the exhibit, at least to me,
was its expansive range of ideas, media
and techniques.

Best of Show: Harmony
Hammond’s “A Queer Reader” is a giclee
print of a man in a sailor suit posed for a
traditional portrait with a swatch cut out
across his face where his eyes would have
been. A caption, “a queer reader,” is
printed across the bottom of the print.

The work stands out because of
its vibrant colors. Against the very simple
and straightforward composition, the
colors almost seem to throb and glow. The
overall effect is one of a loud and
unsettling presence.

David Alfaro Siqueros’ litho-
graph, “Reclining Woman,” works in a
similar way with extremely simple
composition and very powerful colora-
tion. The drawing is actually cartoonish,
but the color is more interesting than that
of “Queer” and almost as powerful.

There is a strong series of acrylic
on fiberglass screen paintings by Chuck
Hitner. “Bush Asks 1” 2 and 3. All three
works include a few written words. “1” has,
“US questions suspects via Syria.” “2” has,
“US asks their questions in Cuba.” “3” has,
“US torture x generation might not care,
hell.”

There’s something brutal about
the coloration -- flesh, grays, blue-greens -
- in all three works. The semi-abstract
expressionist style shows only enough
recognizable flesh and blood to make you
feel a little queasy.

The compositions are all compa-
rable to brick outbuildings -- squat,
balanced,
immovable. The paintings make a state-
ment and pose a question. They say, “Here
are the horrendous facts of torture and
dehumanization. They can’t be finessed.
They won’t go away.’ They challenge,
“You’ve taken the liberty to trash human
rights because of extraordinary circum-
stances. Now justify what you’ve done with
some astonishing results that benefit all of
humanity.”

The latitude that our government
has given itself is reminiscent of the
internment of Japanese-Americans in
WWll. “Okay,” we might say, “we got
scared and did some drastic stuff. Now it’s
time to justify that stuff with the results.”

Alfred J. Quiroz’s “44 Presidents
and One Is Hitler” is a watercolor with
graphite and consists of several rows of
eyes, many of them surprisingly easy to
recognize. I confess that I couldn’t find
Hitler’s.

The work looks like an innocent
academic exercise on how to depict eyes,
but some thought about its title reveals an
aggressive political statement. The eyes of
Hitler are treated the same as all the other
eyes. Hitler’s title of “president” is treated
the same as all the other presidents.

Does this say that all eyes or all
presidencies are equal? One can see at a
glance that the eyes shown here are not.
One knows that the presidencies were not.
So what’s the point?

You sometimes hear people say,
“I have great respect for the office.” This
work, taken along with its title, assumes the
opposite point of view. It says, “I have no
respect for the office. Handsome is as
handsome does. Offices in themselves are
neutral.” It’s philosophically akin to the
famous bumper sticker, “Question Author-
ity.”

For those who appreciate clever-
ness in combination with craftiness there’s
Moira Martin Geoffrion’s “Desert Quilt,” a
work that combines paint, pieces of actual
cactus and plaster casts to make things that
are part foot and part cactus and part hand
and part cactus. The piece shows so much
imagination, skill and work that I’m
disappointed in my own response to it, a
rather dismissive “very clever.”

Gayle Wimmer’s “Haifa Wall” of
woven and pressed newspaper looks like
the cracked mud of a dried river bed. It’s a
very interesting texture in the service of no
composition.

As a lover of range who is
gratified by seeing lots of different kinds of
stuff without
having to walk too far, I heartily
recommend this show.

[Thorn welcomes comments, suggestions
for future columns, and tips on local
skulduggery that ought to be exposed.
Write to Box 85571, Tucson, AZ 85754. e-
mail: Doid3@aol.com   ]
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                                  SUNDAY

COLORS - Fabulous Brunch 11am - 2pm with
complimentary mimosa.  Dinner 5-10pm..

HOWL AT THE MOON – Open at 10:30 am.
Chuckwagon Breakfast 10:30 am – 1:30 pm, includes
Bloody Mary or Mimosa.  $2 Smirnoff Sunday.  DJ Jake
playing country favorites 8:30 pm to close.

IBT’s -Open Noon $1.75 Bloodys, Screws or
Mimosas.. Sangria Party $2.50 from 4-1  Benefit B-B-Q
and Beer Bust for community organizations 5:30-8pm.
Karaoke with Michael D. on the patio 4:30-7:30.   8:30
shows or special events or Hi energy dancing w/DJ ‘T.C.
Wildman’. 9-close. All drink specials not available during
special events.

VENTURE-N - Open 10am. Patio open 3pm.
$1.75 Bloody Marys or Screws til 3pm Patio Beer Bust 3-
7.Burger BBQ 5-7. Selection of burger meats to choose
from. $2 proceeds go to Pet Watch (helping HIV/AIDS
clients with their veterinary bills).

WOODY’S -  Open 11am. Sunday Brunch 11:30
- 2:30.  Eggs and meat du jour plus BMs, Mims or Screws
$5. $1.50 Bloody Marys, screwdrivers, Mimosas; Happy
Hour 11am-8pm  $2  well or domestic beer Patio Bar open
5-close. Pick-up Beach Volleyball games 5-?. $2.50
sirloin burger w/salad 5-9pm. Karaoke with Michael D.
9pm

YARD DOG - Open Sundays 10am - 1am. Bloody
Marys or Screwdrivers $1.75 from 10am - 3pm.

                                    MONDAY

COLORS - Open 11am for lunch; 5pm for dinner.
Happy Hour 4-7pm.  Domestic beer and well cocktails
$2.25

HOWL AT THE MOON – Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 – 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm
pitchers, $5 lg pitchers.  Monday Munchies 3 – 8 pm with
reduced prices on appetizers.   Pool Tournament 6:30 pm
- $3 entry fee, bar matches pot.  Draught Beer Specials for
players.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-7pm,    All drink
specials not available during special events.

 VENTURE-N - Open 8am. Patio 6pm.  Free pool
til 4pm.  $2.75 Skyy Martinis 4-8.  Free Hot Dogs.

WOODY’S - Open Noon. $2 well or domestic
beer til 7pm.Karaoke w/Michael D. 9-1

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am. 50¢ off any Scotch
until 7pm.  Beer Bust 3-7pm.

TUESDAY

COLORS - Open 11am for lunch, 5pm dinner.
Happy Hour  4-7pm.  Domestic beers and well cocktails
$2.25.  Karaoke 10:30pm to close w/Johnny DJ.

HOWL AT THE MOON – Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 – 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm
pitchers, $5 lg pitchers.  Tequila Tuesday:   $2.00 well
margaritas, 50¢ off call tequilas.  Karaoke with Calabaza
Cabeza Karaoke 8 – 11:30 pm

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-7pm, Bare
Chest Nite- Bare it and get happy hour prices from 9 to
close.  Progressive/Retro ‘80s dance with DJ Q.  9 to close

VENTURE-N - Open 8am. Patio 6pm. Free Pool
til 4pm. WOODY’S - Open Noon.  $2 well or domestic til
7pm. Bartender Calls It drink specials..

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am.50¢ off any Tequila
until 7pm  Beer Bust 3-7pm.

WEDNESDAY

COLORS - Open 11am for lunch; 5pm dinner.
Happy Hour 4-7pm Domestic Beers or Well cocktails
$2.25.

HOWL AT THE MOON – Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 – 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm
pitchers, $5 lg pitchers.  Free Pool all day.  Draught Beer
Specials all day.  Beginning couples dance lessons with
Amanda 7:30 – 8:30 pm.  Country DJ Jake plays 8:30 -
close

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hours Noon-7pm,
9pm “Diva-Licious” show w/Lucinda Holliday and guests.
HiNRG Dancing with DJ-Q. All drink specials not available
during special events.

VENTURE-N - Open 8am. Patio 6pm. Free Pool
til 4pm.  Draft Special 12-4pm. $2.75 Cuervo  Margaritas 4-
8pm

WOODY’S - Open Noon.  $2 well or domestic
beer til 7pm. Free Hot Dog Buffet 5-11pm. Underwear-
fetish- leather nite w/Gary and Chris along with GMHP. $1
off any drink or bottled beer.(Excludes draft & schnapps)
for all in leather or underwear.

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am.50¢ off any Vodka
until 7pm  Beer Bust 3-7pm.

THURSDAY

COLORS - Open 11am for lunch, 5pm dinner.  4-
7pm Happy Hour Domestic Beers or Well cocktails $2.25.
Karaoke 10:30 - close with Johnny DJ.

HOWL AT THE MOON –Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 – 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm
pitchers, $5 lg pitchers.  $2.00 Mexican Beers all day.
Karaoke with David Z from 8 to midnight.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hours Noon-7pm, DJ
9-1 All drink specials not available during special events.

VENTURE-N - Open 8am.  Patio  open 6pm. Free
Pool til 4pm.  Pool Tourney 7pm. $3 entry. Special prices
for players. Steak Nite (4th Thursday of each month).  Bring
your own or get it here $5.

WOODY’S - Open Noon.  $2 well or domestic
beer til 7pm.  Free Pool 8 to close. Volleyball Court is
Open.  See bartender.

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am.50¢ off any
Bourbon til 7pm. Beer Bust 3-7pm.

FRIDAY

COLORS - Open 11am for lunch.  Dinner 5-
10pm.  Happy Hour 4-7pm domestic beers or well
cocktails $2.25.

HOWL AT THE MOON – Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 – 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm
pitchers, $5 lg pitchers.  Line Dance Lessons 7:30 to 8:30
pm. .

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hours Noon-7pm, Live
Jazz on the patio with the Susan 6-9pm.  Patio Bar 5-1pm.
GoGo Boys and Dance Party with DJ ‘T.C. Wildman’  9 to
1.  All drink specials not available during
                 VENTURE-N - Open 8am.  Patio open 6pm.
Free Pool til 4pm.  DJ 9pm to close.

WOODY’S - Open Noon.  $2 well or domestic
beer til 7pm.  Martini Party - Well Martini’s $2.00 4-8pm.
Call Martinis $3 from 4-8pm. Complimentary Shrimp
Cocktail 4-8pm.  Patio Bar Open 7pm - midnight.

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am.50¢ off any Gin
until 7pm. Beeer Bust 3-7pm.  Kennel open 9pm.

SATURDAY

COLORS - Open 11am for lunch; 5-10pm full
dinner.

HOWL AT THE MOON – Open at 10:30 am.
Happy Hour 3 – 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks &
pints, $3 sm pitchers, $5 lg pitchers.  $3.00 Cheese
Burger & Fries all day.  Country DJ with the best in
country dance music 8:30 to close

IBT’s - 10am-5pm $4 Martinis and Daquaris.
Happy Hours Noon-7pm. Dance Party 9-1 w/DJ-Q.  All
drink specials not available during special events.

VENTURE-N - Open 10am.  Patio Bar open
3pm.  Patio Beer Bust 3-7pm.  DJ 9-1.

WOODY’S - Open 11am  $2 well or domestic
beer. Til 7pm.  Patio Bar opens 5pm.  5-9pm Steak or
Mahi Mahi BBQ with all the trimmings $5.

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am. Beer Bust 3-
7pm.   75¢ glass, $2.25 pitcher.  50¢ off any Rum 1pm
to 7pm.  Beer Bust 3-7pm.  Kennel Open 9pm.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17
#1 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Join Terry for Canasta.
If you don’t know how to play, we’ll be glad to teach you.
For reservations and directions, please call Terry at 577-
2396.
#2 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. The Circle of Men is a
support group that helps you deal with yourself and your
relationships with others. For directions and reservations,
please call Tom at 591-2828

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18
Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Willie hosts Bridge
Night. If you don’t know how to play, they’ll teach you-and
it’s a very relaxed atmosphere. For reservations and
directions, please call Willie at 297-8756.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19
Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 pm - Join Karol for a night of
Poker. If you don’t know how to play, but would like to
learn, this is the place. For details and directions, call Karol
at 744-9017

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20
Day of Remembrance - The Southern Arizona Gender
Alliance (SAGA) will be sponsoring Tucson’s observance
of the National Transgender Day of Remembrance at 4:30
p.m. at Catalina Park,( North 4th Avenue).  There will be a
candlelight ceremony at the park followed by a march
down Fourth Avenue and a reception at Wingspan.

#1. Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 8:30 a.m. Join Jack & Mike & Ed
for a morning of Volleyball. This is played for fun, and
you’ll get to know some nice guys as you play. For details
and directions, please call Jack/Mike at 881-5733 or Ed at
407-5733.
#2 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Marv hosts Pinochle
Night. If you don’t know how to play, but would like to
learn, this is the place. For more information, please call
Marv at 745-0304.

#1. Tucson Prime Timers,   Lunch/Business Meeting -
Noon,  Home Town Buffet, 5101 N. Oracle Rd.
#2. Tucson Prime Timers,   Food & Drinks - 5:00 p.m.,
Woody’s, 3710 N. Oracle Rd.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21
Kate Clinton will be performing at the Muse Community
Center, 516 N. 5th Ave. in a benefit for Wingspan.  Clinton
has been a prolific performer, writer, and activist in the
LGBT Community for more than 20 years. She has
performed as a standup comic throughout the country and
recently released her 7th and latest comedy collection, titled
“The Marrying Kind”.Doors open at 1:00 p.m..  Tickets are
$20 in advance or $25 at the door.  They are available at
Antigone Books.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 22
#1. Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Join us for the “putting
out the Newsletter” Night. For reservations and directions,
please call Arlan at 323-7414.
#2. Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:30 p.m. Join us for the MSN
Premiere of “Saved” (after Newsletter Night). For
reservations and directions, please call Arlan at 323-7414.

Tucson Prime Timers,   Lunch – 12:30 p.m., The Wildcat
House, 1800 N. Stone Ave.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 23
#1 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. The Circle of Men is a
support group that helps you deal with yourself and your
relationships with others. For directions and reservations,
please call Tom at 591-2828.
#2 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Join the men of MSN for
an evening out at Rainbow Planet Coffee House. This is a
chance to have a cup of coffee and chat with the men of
MSN. For more information, please contact Ray at 247-
2716.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24
#1 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Join Richard and T. Jay
for Canasta. If you don’t know how to play, we’ll be glad to
teach you. For reservations and directions, please call
Richard and T. Jay at 881-7919.
#2 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. The Circle of Men is a
support group that helps you deal with yourself and your
relationships with others. For directions and reservations,
please call Tom at 591-2828.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 25
#1 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 1:00 p.m. Join your host, Lloyd,
for MSN’s Thanksgiving Potluck Celebration. MSN
provides the turkey and ham, you bring a side dish to share.

Please contact Lloyd for information and directions at
792-8537.
#2 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Karol hosts Bridge
Night. If you don’t know how to play, they’ll teach you-
and it’s a very relaxed atmosphere. For reservations and
directions, please call Karol at 744-9017.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26
Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages;
newcomers welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Karol hosts Trivia
Night. If you don’t know how to play, we’ll teach you; it’s
an easy game to pick up. For more information, please call
Karol at 744-9017.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 25  - THANKSGIVING
DAY  -
COLORS FOOD & SPIRITS - Closed Thanksgiving Day
only.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Come enjoy a free
Thanksgiving Dinner starting at 4:00 p.m. and continues
until the food runs out.

VENTURE-N - Thanksgiving Potluck.  Spend the
holidays with your friends.  Chef Jim is cooking the
Turkey.  You bring a favorite side dish or a dessert.  See the
bartender to sign-up your dish.

WOODY’S - Opens today at 500 p.m. with a special
Happy Hour til closing.
YARD DOG SALOON - Opens today at 5:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1
HOWL AT THE MOON - 1st Year Anniversary
Celebration with $1.00 Well, Domestic Longnecks, and
pints.  Free couples dance lessons with Amanda from 7:30
to 8:30 p.m., then DJ Jake plays country 8:30 to close.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2
HOWL AT THE MOON - 1ST Year Anniversary continues
with $1.00 Mexican beer and Margaritas.  Karaoke with
Debbie from 8:00 p.m. until midnight.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3
HOWL AT THE MOON - 1st Year Anniversary continues
with special drink prices and promotions.  Line dance
lessons at 7:30 p.m. followed with Pat playing the best in
country music til midnight and favorite dance tunes from
midnight to 2:00 a..m.  Kitchen open 10:00 p.m. until 2:00
a.m.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4
HOWL AT THE MOON - 1st Year Anniversary
Celebration continues with special drink prices and
promotions. $3.00 cheeseburger and fries all day.  Join
Libby for country music til midnight and favorite dance
tunes from midnight to 2:00 a.m.  Kitchen open 10:00 p.m.
until 2:00 a.m.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5
YARD DOG SALOON - Appearing live on the patio here,
the band “Ice-9" will perform at 8:00 p.m.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9
VENTURE-N - Join the celebration of Venture-N’s 13th

anniversary. Heavy Hors d’Oeuvres - drink specials and
DJ Jerry D.
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DESERT PRIDE - Your store for Gay Pride and more!
611 N. Fourth Avenue, Tucson, AZ 85705  (Across from IBT’s, Next to Magpies.  Come See Us!)  (520)388-9829

HALLELUJAH RECOVERY DRUG & ALCOHOL 12-
STEP. Every Thursday 5:30-6:30pm at Cornerstone
Fellowship, 2902 N. Geronimo. 622-4626.

SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE CLINIC provided
daily by the Pima County Health Department. Gay friendly.
Confidential. Treatment and Medication too! Any questions?
Call 624-8272

SOUTHERN ARIZONA AIDS FOUNDATION (SAAF),
375 S. EUCLID. Office Hours 8am to 5pm, Monday through
Friday. Direct services and emotional support for persons
with and affected by HIV. Anonymous HIV testing and
support groups available. Prevention education programs.
628-SAAF (7223). World wide web: http://www.saaf.org.
VOLUNTEERS WELCOME.

LESBIAN SUPPORT GROUP. Involving discussion,
support and activities. Designed to support each other. Meets
1st & 3rd Tuesday of each month from 6:30 to 8pm. Alternate
Saturdays the group meets for social activities. For info call
Dorian Easty. 882-7723 Facilitator.

P.F.L.A.G. - Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays - is a
support group available to anyone who has a son, daughter or
friend who is Gay. Call 575-8660 or write P.O. Box 36264,
Tucson, AZ 85740-6264. All replies confidential.

TUCSON GLBT AL-ANON GROUP meets Wednesdays at
7:00 p.m. at Wingspan, 300 E. 6th Street. Call 624-1779 for
more information.

YOUNG AND GAY?
GLBT Youth 23 and under, meet every Saturday in Tucson
for sharing, support and information. Meetings are held at
300 E. 6th Street from 3 to 4:30 pm. You are not alone. For
more info call Wingspan, 624-1779.

The TUCSON Chapter of PRIME TIMERS WORLDWIDE
invites Gay or Bisexual men  and  their admirers to join and
share Prime Timers fellowship. We  welcome mature men
(and admirers) who  wish to become involved with planned
and future Prime Timers (TPT) activities. Meetings
luncheons  and dinners  are held  monthly.  For dates, times
and information  call529-2269, leave  name and phone
number. Tucsonpt@primetimersww,org

TUCSON GAY INFORMATION AND REFERRAL
For Information on human service organizations, health and
mental health services, financial and government assistance,
emergency services such as food and shelter, education, etc.
Call Information and Referral 881-1794 - 8 am - 5 pm Mon.
- Fri.

AIDS HOTLINE - 326-AIDS. Hours M-F, 9:00 am to 10:00
pm. Information, counseling, HIV-related services, Tucson.

GAY OR BI-SEXUAL MEN in relationships with women.
Need friends you can talk to? Weekly support group meets
Wednesdays 6:30 - 8:00 pm. Licensed psychologist
facilitator. Call 745-6977 in Tucson for more information.
Strictly confidential.

WINGSPAN - Tucson’s Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual
Community Center, 300 E. 6th St., offers support groups /
info line / social events / library / meeting space. Volunteer
Opportunities. Board meetings every 2nd Thursday (open to
all), 6:00 p.m. Information 624-1779.

GREATER PHOENIX GAY & LESBIAN CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE (GPGLCC) P.O. BOX 2097, Phoenix, AZ
85001-2097. E-mail: webmaster@gpglcc.org or call
(602)225-8444.

SOURCES UNLIMITED, a Lesbian & Gay referral service.
Business and individual listings are free of charge. All
information available to anyone just simply by asking. 322-
5655. Leave message. TucsonSources@aol.com

GET NAKED with TNTucson MEN! We’re a social and
recreational club.  Have you ever longed to camp, swim, hike
or play with others who enjoy the same, dropping all the
masks and pretensions?  We;re for you!
TNTucsonMEN@nethere.com, P.O. Box 12176, Tucson
85792 or call 514-9894

INNER WISDOM - Try hypnotherapy for pain relief, past
life exploration and addiction release. Also available:
Spiritual Counseling and Dream Interpretation. 579-9020

BEARS OF THE OLD PUEBLO — a social club for bears
and bigger, more robust men (and of course, those who prefer
their company). For more info, Call the Bears Hotliine
(520)790-5775 or write P.O. Box 43910, Tucson, AZ
85733-3910 of visit our website at www.botop.com All are
welcome to our general meetings/potlucks on the 2nd Friday
of every month, 7pm at Sentinel Bldg. On the City of Tucson
Resource Campus, 310 N. Commerce Park Loop on Bonita
St. between St. Marys and Congress.

LESBIAN AND GAY AL-ANON - Affected by someone’s
drinking? Meeting every Tuesday 8:45 to 9:45 p.m. at
Lambda Center, 2940 E. Thomas, Phoenix. Ellie 581-8850
or Ronn 968-2384.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE GROUP - Outreach to Gay and
Lesbian people in Arizona. Meets monthly. Write to P.O.
Box 893, Phoenix, AZ 85001 or call Eddy Walters,
(602)371-1102

CRONIES SOCIAL GROUP. A Social group for Gay men
who enjoy the fellowship of their peers. Call Leo at 624-
6768.

T-SQUARES Lesbian and Gay square dance club meets
every Tuesday from 6:30-9:00 p.m. at Cornerstone
Fellowship Social Hall, 2902 N. Geronimo (near 1st Ave.
and Laguna). Open to All. Call Liz at 325-9466 or Ray at
749-5247.

LIGHTNING LIGHTING will provide lighting for AIDS
and related benefits at no charge. For more info call Adrienne
at 889-7298.

COME EXPLORE YOUR SPIRITUALITY! St. Philip’s in
the Hills Episcopal Church offers a variety of Gay and
Lesbian groups and services for the spiritually minded. Come
meet the Family! For more information call Debbie 579-9827
or David 323-7943.

ARIZONA AIDS POLICY ALLIANCE (AZAPA) seeks to
educate legislators and citizens about sound AIDS policy. For
more information write AZAPA, 6523 N. 14th St., #112,
Phoenix, AZ 85014 or call 602-279-4805.

DESERT DOMINION, whose focus is providing information
and education for people interested in the BDSM lifestyle,
meets monthly for group discussion and social events. Visit
our web site http://www.desertdominion.org or call (520)792-
6424

SEXUAL ASSAULT SURVIVORS. Starting this February,
the Tucson Rape crisis Center will be providing free
confidential group services for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender survivors of all manner of sexual assault.
Interested persons please call Mirto Stone, MSW, at 327-
1171 (if unavailable leave message with phone number.

AAPSP - ARIZONA ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC SAFETY
PROFESSIONALS: a confidential organization committed to
providing support and networking for all Gay, Lesbian and
Bisexual public safety professionals in Arizona. Membership
open to Law Enforcement Officers, Firefighters, Probation,
Parole and Corrections Officers and civilians working within
these agencies. Website: AAPSP.org or e-mail:
AAPSP@aol.com or call Dave (520)745-9059 (Tucson) or
Kim (602)534-6219 (Phoenix)

GLSEN - Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network
meets first Thursday of every month at 4:30pm at Wingspan,
300 E. 6th Street. 743-4800.

TUCSON CATHOLIC GAY & LESBIAN FAMILY
MINISTRY. Currently meeting the 4th Monday of every
month at SS Peter & Paul Church, Madonna Hall 7:30 p.m. to
9:00 p.m. Fr. Fiedler in attendance every meeting and willing
to speak one on one. Reaching out to Parents and Families. For
more info call Doc or Barbara 293-6624.

SAA (Sex Addicts Anonymous) has 5 meetings a week in
Tucson. People who wish to stop their compulsive sexual
behavior, please call (520) 745-0775 for current information.

TUCSON GREATER SOFTBALL ASSOCIATION. Inter-
ested? Call Kelly Quinn, (520)906-0669 and or Mona Garcia
256-8728.

LUTHERANS CONCERNED — Tucson chapter for Gay/
Lesbian  Lutherans meets 3rd Sunday, 6:30 p.m. each month at
Santa Cruz Lutheran Church, 6809 S. Cardinal Ave. For
information visit www.lctucson.org write: LC, 7014 E. Golf
Links Road, PMB 212, Tucson, AZ 85730.

ABUSIVE RELATIONSHIPS: Confidential individual or
group support for Gay, Bisexual or Trans men who are
victims/survivors of domestic violence. For more information
call 624-0348 (24-hour line)

REVEILLE GAY MEN’S CHORUS rehearses Tuesdays 7-
10pm at MCC Church, 3269 N. Mountain. Have any history/
experience singing? Join us!! Call 617-3100 for more info.

“OUT ON THE TRAILS - EQUESTRIAN FUN!”
Rider Club forming. Looking for women and men to ride
together on the trails of Southern Arizona. Must have own
horse, truck and trailer. For more info write: “Out On The
Trails” P.O. Box 44045, Tucson, AZ 85733-4045
LIKE TO READ?

The Guys Book Club (TGBC) invites new members to join
them. The group meets once a month, on the 3rd Monday of
every month at 6:30 p.m. at Magpie’s Pizza on 4th Avenue to
discuss the Gay-themed book read by members the previous
month.

THE MAN TO MAN Social/erotic education club is the
tantric men’s group that offers passionate friendships, fun
activities and sex education. Marc 881-4582

GLBT Buddhist meditation group meets Sundays from 9:30 -
11:00 a.m. at the Wingspan annex space, 739 N. 4th Ave.
Please be willing to sit for two twenty minute sessions in
silence. All are welcome.

LGBT SUPPORT GROUP FOR VICTIM/SURVIVORS OF
Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, Hate Crimes, Bias Acts,
Harassment.  Call Lori at Wingspan, 624-1779, ext. 20.
Services are free.

NEW TUCSON SOBRIETY SUPPORT GROUP.  Secular
Organizations for Sobriety - Sundays 8:00 - 9:30 p.m. at 739
N. 4th Avenue.  Contacts Rick R. 520-792-2604 or Gary S.
520-323-1969.  More information at
www.secularhumanism.org/sos/  This group is an alternative
to 12-step programs.

MEN’S KINK DISCUSSION GROUP (Open to all who
identify as male and are 18 or older) meets 2nd Tuesday of the
month,  7:00 p.m. at Desert Dominion, 3843 E. 37th Street,
Tucson, AZ.  (Map available at www.desertdominion,org)
For those who are kinky or just curious. No fee, contributions
are appreciated, but not required.

FREE Century 21 Heritage Client Match™.  WOW!
That’s what my clients are saying my exclusive
computerized matching service. We match needs of
Tenants, Landlords, Roommates, Buyers, and
Sellers for Free. Includes Free Advertising.  It is my
way of saying thank you to the GLBT community
and our friends of the community.  Privacy
Guaranteed. First Come, First Served.  Del Sutton
The Spirit of Enthusiasm, Manager, Graduate of the
REALTOR® Institute, Certified Residential Spe-

cialist.  info@masterconsultants.net   Each
Office is Independently Owned and Operated

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE 25¢ PER WORD, $5.00 MINIMUM

CLASSIFIED ADS WILL  NOT BE TAKEN BY PHONE

LESBIAN/GAY WRITERS: Workshop at 7:00 p.m. third
Wednesday of every month. Read and critique current
projects. Network and support. For info call 325-4737.

DESERT VOICES, Tucson’s Gay & Lesbian Chorus.
Want to join? E-mail: www.desertvoices.org or call 791-
9662 .

Join the LESBIAN & GAY PUBLIC AWARENESS
PROJECT. In Tucson write Awareness Project, 3661 N.
Campbell Ave. #365, Tucson, AZ 85719.

AA Meeting with HIV/AIDS focus, Wednesdays, 7:30
p.m., Wingspan Annex, 739 N. 4th Ave. All alcoholics
welcome.

MEN’S SOCIAL NETWORK: Social organization for men
of all ages. Building an extended Gay family in Tucson.
Monthly social potluck gatherings the first Saturday of each
month and almost weekly social activities. Call 690-9565
for information and a newsletter. Check the Non-Bar
Calendar in the Observer.

CARE TEAMS ARE AVAILABLE to offer support to
people living with HIV/AIDS. The Tucson Interfaith HIV/
AIDS Network offers trained, compassionate and
committed volunteers to provide services including friendly
visits, light housekeeping, assistance with meals, shopping,
errands, transportation and companionship for medical
appointments, and respite care for primary care givers. No
judgement or proselytizing - we are here to be of service.
For information call Scott at 299-6647.

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT SPORTS TEAMS and
updates on Gay Games 2002, contract TEAM ARIZONA
at their website: teamarizona.org

ARE YOU GAY OR BISEXUAL AND UNDER 21
YEARS OF AGE? The Gay Young Men’s Project is now
looking for volunteers for the project. We need people who
want to help create a positive social change for young Gay
men as well as reduce the risk for HIV infection. For more
information please call 628-7223.

THE  MEN’S MASSAGE GROUP meets the 3rd Sunday
of each month. It is a good way to meet other men of all
ages, safely, and with the art of nurturing touch. There is a
fee. You must sign up in advance to participate. Call Marc
at 881-4582 for more information or sign up.

COMMUNITY BUSINESS ASSOCIATION (CBA),
Tucson’s Gay and Lesbian business networking group
holds regular meetings the third Thursday of every month.
Call 615-6436 for more info.

TUCSON PRIDE, INC. (Formerly Tucson Lesbian and
Gay Alliance - TLGA) meets on the second Tuesday at 845
S. Craycroft Road at 6pm. Tucson Pride events: Pride
Week, Gay West and OUToberFEST. Inquiries about
support groups and individual needs should be directed to
Wingspan and other local agencies listed here. For more
information call 622-3200 or visit the TPI website at
www.tucsonpride.com

LEARN TO BE A LISTENING FRIEND Unique Hospital
Volunteer Program teaches listening skills to Volunteers
who provide a safe/compassionate environment to at-risk
patients. Training every 6 weeks. 694-7063.

TUCSON INTERFAITH HIV/AIDS NETWORK (TIHAN),
a coalition of faith communities committed to a
compassionate response to HIV/AIDS, provides HIV
education in congregational settings, volunteer CareTeams
to support HIV+ persons, a referral network of HIV-
sensitive clergy, and interfaith services of healing and hope.
For more information call 299-6647.

ANONYMOUS HIV COUNSELING AND TESTING is
available through the Pima County Health Department at
sites throughout Tucson, Very Gay Friendly. For more
information or to make an appointment call 791-7676.

GRACE GROUP - CATHOLIC GAY/LESBIAN SUP-
PORT GROUP meets every 2nd and 4th Monday at 7:30
p.m. in the Madonna Hall at Saints Peter and Paul Catholic
Church, 1436 N. Campbell across from University
Hospital. For more info. Call Anabeli at 325-0892

SMART (Self Management And Recovery Training) a free
non-12-step self-help alternative for people working to
overcome addictive and other emotional problems meets in
Tucson Monday thru Thursdays at different locations. For
more information about SMART, contact Jennifer at 838-
3975.

AZdykes is a new email list for Lesbians living in Arizona.
For information mail tyan@theriver.com and request
guidelines.

OUTLOUD! Tucson’s premiere Local Lesbian and Gay
Radio Show, broadcast every Sunday from 7-8 pm on 91.3
FM, Community Radio KXCI.

THEATER / DINNER / ETC! Non-Smoking Lesbian
Network meets every 3rd Saturday night of each month. If
you’d like to meet women 35+ (flexible) and socialize in a
smoke-free environment 888-8010 before 10:00 p.m. The
group dines out and attends shows or movies. Now in their
16th year! (2nd in Tucson).
SOUTHERN  ARIZONA GENDER  ALLIANCE
(SAGA). The Southwest’s largest transgender and gender-
variant advocacy organization.  Speakers and panelists
available.  General meetings monthly on the 1st Mondays at
7pm; Dezert Girlz MTF Support) meets 2nd Mondays at
7pm; Dezert Boyz (FTM Support) meets 3rd Tuesdays at
7pm.  Also serving partners, youth, intersex, service
providers and allies.  Call (520)867-0083 for more info.

GREAT HOME FOR RENT.  3 bed, 2 bath brick
home with family room in nice neighborhood
near Speedway/Wilmot. $975/month includes
utilities.  Call owner/agent at 820-2289

1062

INTERIOR PAINTING: A WALL, A ROOM OR THE
WHOLE  HOUSE.  PH. 293-2629 1059..

END BACK PAIN.  The back solution, massage and
bodywork.  15 years experience.  Tension Erasure -
Stress Reduction - Relax for Health.  Abe 294-4810

1068

RELAX WITH A FULL-BODY MASSAGE FOR
MEN IN A PRIVATE STUDIO on the West Side.  Call
Ralph, 883-7496. 1061

FULL BODY SWEDISH MASSAGE FOR MEN.
Best rates in Tucson!   Speedway and Swan area.  IN
and OUT calls.  7 days. , 548-6314 1066

SACRED HEALING TOUCH.  Be smoothed, touched
and nurtured by strong, yet gentle hands.  In & Out,
Days & Evenings, sometimes at a  moment’s notice.
Call Glen, CMT 907-2551 for the touch you so richly
deserve.  Experienced, intuitive, athletic and kind.

1065

KNEADING TENSE SORE MUSCLES in  relaxed
central location.  Nurturing, stress relief body rub.
Affordable. 326-8226 1062..

ENJOY A NICE TOUCH.  Attractive man offers a
sensuous, relaxing massage.  10am - 8p.m.  745-0231

1060.

COMPUTERS EXTRAORDINAIRE: Your old sys-
tem giving you trouble?  Upgrade it for a reasonable
price, or allow us to tailor make a system just for you.
For home or business, we come to you with friendly,
quality installation, instruction and service.  Call Carl
today @ 977-2572 and get a free quote! 1064

BASIC THAI, DEEP TISSUE OR RELAXING
MASSAGE by a trained, caring male. .  Often at a
moments notice. First Time Discount! (520) 730-
7966. 1076

TENSE?  STRESSED OUT? Relax for an hour with a
full body rub by Frank.  Private studio, off-street
parking.  548-7019 days, evenings.

1061

HAVE  A SATISFYING  TANTRIC  MASSAGE.
Enjoy the quality of 22 years professional experience.
Strong but gentle hands to soothe your spirit. Call
Marc-881-4582 by appt. 1062

                 ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS
Let me keep your clothes fitting properly and in good
repair.  Experienced -- Economical -- Prompt.  Merle
Hudson, (520)888-7264 in Tucson.
1064
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