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AIDSWALK 2004 Observer Recomendations

For 2004  General Election

TUCSON -  Pictured above are l-to-r, Cleve Jones, Tucson Mayor Bob Walkup
and TIHAN Executive Director Scott Blades taken at the annual AIDSWALK held
last Sunday, Oct. 17.  More pictures may be found on page twelve of this issue.
See related story below.

TUCSON (ON) - On Sunday morning,

October 17, about 4,000 people took part

in AIDSWALK 2004 at Rillito Downs,

raising monies for the various programs

and services offered by the Southern

Arizona AIDS Foundation (SAAF).

In addition to the walk, nine

blocks of the AIDS Memorial Quilt were

opened and on display with 13 panels from

the Tucson AIDS Memorial Quilt.  The

AIDS Memorial Quilt is a poignant

memorial and the largest ongoing commu-

nity arts project in the world. Each of the

more than 44,000 colorful panels that make

up the Quilt memorializes the life of a

person lost to AIDS.

Cleve Jones, creator of the first

panel of the AIDS Memorial Quilt and one

of the original founders of The NAMES

Project Foundation, was in attendance for

the Daybreak Quilt Opening, speaking to

the crowd and reading off some of the

names from the Quilt.

The Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS

Network (TIHAN) held their annual pre-

AIDSWALK interfaith service that fea-

tured words of healing and hope, along

with music and inspiration from various

religious traditions.

Tucson Mayor Bob Walkup was

present at this year’s Walk, with words of

encouragement for the participants.

Organizers of the annual event

had expressed their hope of raising more

than $230,000 for SAAF programs and

services.  The final total is still being

tabulated, as of press time, with late
contributions still coming in.

Since going to the polls on
election day is becoming a thing of the past
as campaigns try to “bank votes early,”
through voting by mail or prior to election
day, the Observer offers its recommenda-
tions for the general election ballot for
those voting early, by mail, or for the few
who enjoy the novelty of going to the polls
on election day.

Readers will notice that not all
races are listed.  The Observer is offering
its recommendations in contested races
only, in which there is a choice, not
sacrificial lambs or individuals running to
get their names in the newspaper.

Remember, these are just recom-
mendations and if you have a different
opinion, we appreciate that since it shows
you’ve done your research and will cast
your vote by mail, early or on regular
election day, November 2, in person at the
polls.

PRESIDENT
John Kerry (D)

U.S. HOUSE - C.D. 7
Raul Grijalva (D)

ARIZONA CORPORATION COMMIS-
SION - FOUR YEAR TERM

Mark Manoil (D)
Nina Trasoff (D)

ARIZONA LEGISLATURE

DISTRICT 25 - SENATE
Marsha Arzberger (D)

DISTRICT 25 - HOUSE
Manuel Alvarez (D)

DISTRICT 26 - HOUSE
Amanda Simpson (D) - Vote Only

DISTRICT 28 - SENATE
Gabrielle Giffords (D)

DISTRICT 28 - HOUSE
David Bradley (D)
Ted Downing (D)

DISTRICT 29 - SENATE
Victor Soltero (D)

DISTRICT 30 - HOUSE
Esther Sharif (D) - Vote Only

PIMA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPER-
VISORS

DISTRICT 3
Sharon Bronson (D)

DISTRICT 5
Richard Elias

PIMA COUNTY ATTORNEY
Barbara LaWall (D)

PIMA COUNTY SHERIFF
Clarence Dupnik (D)

PIMA COUNTY ASSESSOR
Bill Staples (D)

TUSD BOARD
Armand Salese
Alex Rodriguez

ARIZONA BALLOT PROPOSITIONS

Proposition 100, State Lands - NO

Proposition 101, Initiative & Referendum
Expenditures - NO

Proposition 102, State Ownership Of
Securities - YES

Proposition 103, Justice Of The Peace -
YES

Proposition 104, Initiative Petitions - NO

Proposition 105, State Board Of Education
NO

Proposition 200, Voting & Public Benefits
NO

Proposition 300, Legislative Pay Raise -
NO

OTHER BALLOT PROPOSITIONS
Proposition 400, TUSD Bond Override -

YES
Proposition 401, TUSD Bond Override -

YES
Proposition 402, TUSD Bond Override -

YES

TUCSON (ON) - The deadline to submit
your request for a mail-in ballot is Friday,
October 22, according to the Pima County
Recorder’s office.

Voters who have requested a
mail-in ballot can still mail in their ballot or
drop their ballot off at the Recorder’s main
office, the East side office up through
election day, or at the early voting satellite
offices until Friday, October 29.

A voter who wants to cast their
ballot early, can go and cast their ballots,
Monday through Friday (8:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m.), until October 29, at one of the
following locations in the Tucson area:

The Main Recorder’s Office, 115
N. Church, the Recorder’s Eastside Office,
6920 E. Broadway - Suite D, 3550 N. First
Avenue - Suite 200, 3912 W. Ina Road -
Suite 212 and 2225 E. Ajo Way.  In Ajo and
Sells, people need to go to the sites in their
towns since they will only have ballots of
residents of the area.

For more information, call (520)
740-4330, or go online to
recorder.pima.gov.earlyreq.html.  Cast
your ballot, either early, by mail or on
Tuesday, November 2 but do vote, so much
is riding on it.

Voting Update
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Hispanic Group
Plans For Fiesta De

La Cadena

TIHAN Volunteer
Training Oct 30

TUCSON - A group of Hispanic GLBT
community members in Tucson has been
meeting to build the foundation for a new
group, La Cadena-Alianza Hispana
GLBT.

The mission of La Cadena is to
increase visibility of the diverse commu-
nity and provide advocacy in all areas and
needs of Hispanic GLBT familias. “La
Cadena” or The Chain, in English, intends

to link local community members
forming an alliance of professions,
talents, support, commitment and sponsor
fundraising events. Currently, La Cadena
has 15 members who will work closely
with Wingspan to assure that the Hispanic
GLBT community utilizes resources and
services offered by Wingspan. La Cadena
plans to outreach into Sonora and link
with Mexican GLBT leaders in Novem-
ber.

On October 22, La Cadena will
host, “La Fiesta De La Cadena” a kick off
party that includes dinner, a theatre
production presented by Teatro Orgullo,
“Reunion”..during a family reunion,
Ricardo, the only son of Maria and
Samuel Ramirez, announces that he is in
love…..with a man!  The fiesta continues
with entertainment and dancing. “La
Primer Fiesta De La Cadena” will be held
at the Inn Suites Hotel, 475 N. Granada
Ave., from 7 p.m. to 12 a.m. For further
information email to Ernie Perez at
erniep@elrio.org.

TUCSON - Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS
Network’s Volunteer Training will be
held Saturday October 30th from 8:30 to
4:00 p.m. at St. Mark’s Presbyterian
Church located at 3809 East 3rd  Street.

These interactive and informa-
tive trainings are available to all who want
to learn more about HIV/AIDS, gain
understanding of and sensitivity to those
living with HIV/AIDS and people
interested in TIHAN volunteer opportu-
nities. Subjects covered include HIV/
AIDS 101, social and psychological
dimensions of the disease, living with
HIV/AIDS, crafting compassionate re-
sponses, TIHAN programs and universal
precautions.

TIHAN encourage all ages,
including high school age teens, to
participate. We ask for a $15 materials
and lunch fee. Scholarships are easily
available.  Many of our volunteer have no
religious affiliation. For more informa-
tion, call TIHAN, (520) 299-6647.

La CadeñaAlianza
Hispana GLBT Holds
First Annual Dance

TUCSON - The members of the La
Cadena invite you to  their first annual
“Fiesta De La Cadena” at the Inn Suites
Hotel, 475 N. Granada on Friday, October
22.

The event begins with a dinner at
6:30 p.m. followed by a theater production
presented by Teatro Orgullo/Grupo Sin
Fronteras, “Reunion” a play written by
Edgar Poma, translated, adapted and
directed by Enrique Perez Gomez.

The play begins at 7 p.m. The
fiesta then begins at 9 p.m. with music
dancing and live entertainment. This event
is free.

Teatro Orgullo - Te Invita
presenter de la obra teatral/invites you to
the presentation, Reunion, Written by
Edgar Poma – Directed by Enrique Perez
Gomez.

“Durante una reunion familiar,
Ricardo, hijo unico de Samuel y Maria
Ramirez, llega desde Hermosillo para
informarle a su familia que esta
enamorado…de un hombre! Esta obra
teatral trata de esta tema, en una manera
gentil y a veces con humor. Acompanenos
a esta reunion familiar para mejor conocer
a los Ramirez.” During a family reunion,
Ricardo the only son of Samuel and Maria
Ramirez comes from Hermosillo to inform
his family that he is in love…with another
man. This play deals with just that, in a
gentil and sometimes humerous manner.
Come join this family reunion to meet the
Ramirez’.” (English scenes synopsis
available)

Thursday/Jueves 21 de octubre,
7:00 p.m., El Pueblo Neighborhood
Center, 101 W. Irvington. Friday/Viernes,
22 de octubre, 7:00 p.m., Inn Suites Hotel,
St. Mary’s and Granada. Gratis/Free.
Sponsored by/ Patrocinado por Grupo Sin
Fronteras – League of United Latin
American Citizens ( LULAC, So. Arizona)
– La Cadena –Alianza Hispana GLBT.

Wingspan
Community  Altar

For Dia De Los
Muertos

Desert Voices Yard
Sale November 6

TUCSON - It is time once again for you to do
your fall cleaning, sift through your things,
and eliminate!  Desert Voices, Tucson’s
GLBT (and S) chorus is seeking donations
for their annual Yard Sale Fundraiser.  The
Yard Sale will be held on Saturday,
November 6th, 2004 at 4412 E. Holmes,
near Columbus and 5th Street, from 7:00
a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Check out your CD’s and give
Desert Voices the ones you no longer listen
to!  Cull through that stack of books, and toss
them the ones you won’t read a second time.
Dive into the back of your closet (but only
for a few minutes) and bring out the items
that are too tight, too tired or too tacky to stay
there any longer. Got furniture you keep
stubbing your toes on?  Send it their way.
Did that latest attempt at an in-home
workout, not work out?  They’ll recycle your
exercise cycle.  To set up a time to make your
donation, drop them an email at
info@desertvoices.org, or call Becky Cohen
at (520) 319-9830.

Proceeds from the yard sale, and
other fundraisers held by Desert Voices,
help the chorus to present their songs and
share their voices at a variety of community
events throughout the year.  The chorus
recently sang at OUToberFEST this past
Saturday, and also marched in the Pride
Parade on Sunday.  The groups has plans to
present two different concerts this season,
the first in December, titled ‘Naughty….Or
Nice?’.  For more information about the
chorus and their activities, you can go to
their website at www.desertvoices.org, or
call their office at (520) 791-9662.

TUCSON - Now through Sunday, Novem-
ber 7, please stop by Wingspan, 300 E. 6th
Street to contribute to and view the
community altar for Dia de los Muertos.
Everyone is welcome to contribute to the
altar.

On Sunday November 7th, Wing-
span will have an open house before the
All Souls’ Procession.  The purpose of the
altar is to honor the memory of someone
who touched your life and has passed on.
This can be anyone—from a family pet to
your grandfather, from Gloria Anzaldua to
your first love. Altar items could include:
Picture of the one being remembered,
items they were fond of, something to
snack on, candles (unlit-we will light them
for the open house), flowers, gifts, pictures
of saints, toy skeletons, skulls or bones,
sugar skulls, books, etc.

Because Wingspan cannot guar-
antee security, please do not bring items
for the altar that have sentimental meaning
or value. Please, also, do not bring any
alcohol or potentially dangerous items.  By
building an altar, we acknowledge we all
go on, and not being physically present

isn’t the same as being gone. Dia de los
Muertos is a time of joy because we are
surrounded by those that we love—both
living and dead.

Please join in at Wingspan for an
All Souls’ Procession Open House on
Sunday, November 7, 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. The
Open House is free and open to everyone.

Wingspan will light candles, eat,
view the altar, and watch the Procession
down 4th Ave.  The All Souls’ Procession is
an annual community parade organized by a
group of local artists, performers and
community organizers. They are committed
to the creation of public ritual, education and
enrichment. Their primary focus is to create
a unique forum for community involvement,
culminating in an elaborate, one evening
ceremonial procession.  For more informa-
tion on the Procession, please visit http://
allsoulsprocession.org.
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World’s First Health Resort & Spa For G/L Travelers
Opens November 15

TUCSON - World-first Coyote Moon
Health Resort & Spa opens for business
November 15, 2004 in Tucson, AZ,
heralding a new era in travel experiences
available to the Gay and Lesbian
community and their friends. A 20% grand
opening special discount applies on all
reservations for November and December
2004.

Coyote Moon is the only health
resort and spa to offer a range of holistic
health, spa, fitness, lectures, day trips and
entertainment programs tailored to the
specific needs of Gays and Lesbians. The
‘Coyote Moon Experience’ is personal-
ized for each guest, chosen from the
resort’s extensive range of activities and
services.

Visionary and Founder of Coyote
Moon Joe Studer saw a need for healing in
the Gay and Lesbian community. Together
with his life partner, Todd Martin, and
their friend Keith Bradkowski, the three
men have worked for three years to make
this dream a reality.

“Gays and Lesbians have been
through a lot over the past 30 years –
homophobia, fighting for equal rights,
AIDS and breast cancer, and personal
struggles for identity. Now is the time for
healing. Coyote Moon provides a welcom-
ing environment to allow respite and
renewal of the mind, body and spirit,”
Studer said.

Wellness is Coyote Moon’s first
priority. A two-to-one staff/guest ratio
ensures comprehensive care from person-
nel that are board certified and experts
within their field. Spa Director James
McIlrath draws upon expertise gained
while Director of Spa Services at the
world-renowned Miraval Resort in Tuc-

son. James is introducing Coyote Moon’s
own line of organic spa products called
Two Spirits – which is a Native American
term for homosexuals who were often
considered gifted healers.

The founders have established the
‘Coyote Moon Foundation’ to help subsi-
dize visits for those who can benefit from
the Coyote Moon experience but may not
have the financial means. Five percent of all
profits will fund the foundation, set up to
provide outreach to the Gay and Lesbian
community.

Nestled in Arizona’s Tucson
Mountains, this 30-acre resort has under-
gone a $2M renovation. On-site facilities
include a full-service spa, weight room,
yoga/Pilates studio, creative arts studio/
demo kitchen, evening piano lounge,
restaurant serving nutritious and delicious
cuisine, pool, Jacuzzi, tennis court and
horse ranch. These are complemented by
the surrounding outdoor adventure oppor-
tunities (hiking, biking, horse trail rides) as
well as day trips to in-town attractions and
across the border to Nogales, Mexico.

Studer created Coyote Moon as
his own dream vacation. “As a young man,
I enjoyed the beaches, pools and party
scenes, but now that I’m in my 40s and in a
committed relationship, I’m looking for
something more inspiring, and I found
others friends feeling the same way.”
Studer said. “My hope is to create a truly
unique experience that will renew the lives
of all who visit.” He also points out that
laughter is at the core of renewal. “We take
the hell out of healthy.”

In the 1930’s, the Coyote Moon
site was a dude ranch for the stars.
Cinematic legends such as Rock Hudson,
Katharine Hepburn and John Wayne once

slept in the 16 guest suites, which feature
separate lounge areas and stylishly de-
signed southwestern-inspired interiors with
handsome tilework, sandstone texturing
and upgraded fixtures.

The historic 1850s Butterfield
Stagecoach stop is now the resort’s juice
bar. Original adobe and lava-stone ma-
sonry adorn the resort’s buildings, further
enhanced by the stunning backdrop of the
Tucson Mountains and pristine Arizona
landscape filled with saguaro cacti.

Seven-day premium packages
start at $3,105 per person/double occu-
pancy which includes six spa treatments,
all meals, fitness classes, creative arts
classes, lectures, entertainment, outdoor
excursions and airport transfers from
Tucson International Airport. Four night,
all-inclusive premium room packages start
at $1,774 per person/double occupancy.
The on-site day spa welcomes visitors not
staying at the resort.

At Coyote Moon Health Resort
and Spa, it really is all about you. Discover
a truly unique, life-enhancing, life-
transforming destination. For more infor-
mation and reservations visit
www.coyotemoonresort.com or call (877)
784-7430 .

Study Links Genetic
Trait To Gay Men

PADUA - Scientists from the Italian
University of Padua believe that nature
encourages mothers to pass on a “Gay trait”
to their male children by boosting their
fertility, reported the Gay.com/
PlanetOut.com Network.

The Italian team told a U.K.
science journal that this would fundamen-

tally stop Gay men from becoming extinct,
but the group’s critics say that a Gay gene
would not be able to pass from one
generation to the next as Gay couples do
not produce children.

The authors of the study went on
to admit that there is still plenty of
controversy surrounding the idea of
whether sexual orientation is a matter of
choice or not.

In similar research done more
than 10 years ago, U.S. scientists suggested
that male homosexuality was passed from
mother to son, after finding strong patterns
of inheritance in family trees.

The Italian study looked at 98 Gay
and 100 straight men, along with their
relatives, making the total amount of
people studied in excess of 4,500. The
findings were published in the Royal
Society’s Biological Sciences journal.

Female relatives on the mother’s
side of the Gay men tended to have more
children than the female relatives on the
father’s side, suggesting that if a Gay trait
or gene is passed on, the women are more
fertile.

The team said: “It is clear that our
findings, if confirmed by further research,
are only one piece in a much larger puzzle
on the nature of human sexuality.”

Alan Wardle from Stonewall, the
U.K. Gay rights organization, commented
on the findings: “This is an interesting
debate and there may well be a genetic
element, but it’s not conclusive. It does not
really matter whether it is nature or nurture.
The important thing is getting equality for
homosexual people.”
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t h i s  w e e k :

THE “Diva-Licious” SHOW

HOSTED BY
Lucinda 
Holliday

Underwear NightParty with
Men in their underwear
and Go-Go Dancers

Top 40 all request with DJ Mike Lopez
$1.75 Long Islands, $1.00 Shot Specials

SUNDAY
11AM Troy’s Recovery Bar & Bloody Mary Buffet
4:30PM Karaoke on the Patio with Michael D.
5:30PM Bar-B-Que/Beer Bust

$5 for 5 - 16oz Bud or Bud Light Draft and a Burger 
(chicken and veggie burger also available)

7:30PM-2AM: DANCE with DJ MIKE LOPEZ

WEDNESDAY @  9PM

THURSDAY 10PM til 2AM
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Kerry:  Discrimination Against
Gays & Lesbians Must End

TEMPE - Sen. John Kerry and President
George W. Bush squared off in their
third and final presidential debate
Wednesday night.  When it was over
most political annalists declared Kerry
the winner.  With three debate victories
under his belt and only 19 days left until
voters go to the polls Democrats are
cautiously optimistic of unseating Bush
on Nov. 2, 365Gay.com reported.

While most of the debate
focused on the economy and jobs, the
two candidates were asked at one point
by moderator Bob  Schieffer whether
homosexuality is a choice.

“I don’t know,” Bush answered.
Then after saying that all people should
be “treated with respect” the president
launched into a defense of his support for
a constitutional amendment banning
same-sex marriage.

“The reason I did so was
because I was worried that activist
judges are actually defining the defini-
tion of marriage, and the surest way to
protect marriage between a man and
woman is to amend the Constitution.”
Bush said.

When the question was pre-
sented to Kerry, the Democratic candi-
date said, “It’s not a choice. Talk to Dick
Cheney’s daughter, who is a Lesbian, she
would tell you she’s being who she was.”

“We’re all God’s children,”
Kerry said.

“I believe that because we are
the United States of America, we’re a
country with a great, unbelievable
Constitution, with rights that we afford
people, that you can’t discriminate in the
workplace. You can’t discriminate in the
rights that you afford people.”

However, he said that he
believes marriage should be between a
man and a woman and that the issue
should be left to the states.  Eleven states
will vote on proposed constitutional
amendments Nov. 2.

The proposed federal amend-

ment failed in both the House and the
Senate, but Republicans vow they will
revive it in the next session of Congress.

Bush’s continued support for the
amendment drew criticism from the
nation’s largest LGBT civil rights organi-
zation Wednesday night, October 13.

“President Bush has been promot-
ing discrimination and using a constitu-
tional amendment as his weapon,” said
Human Rights Campaign President Cheryl
Jacques.

“You can’t respect and discrimi-
nate at the same time.  President Bush put
politics ahead of the science that being Gay
is not a choice. Senator Kerry made clear
that Gay Americans should have the basic
rights, responsibilities and protections that
all American families have. Senator Kerry
made clear that it is wrong that in most
states it is legal to fire the star employee
simply because of who they are.”

Earlier Wednesday, October 13,
Bush refused to join 85 other heads of state
and government in signing a statement that
endorsed a 10-year-old U.N. plan to ensure
every woman’s right to education, health
care, and choice about having children.

The Bush administration withheld
its signature because the statement in-
cluded a reference to “sexual rights.”

U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary
of State Kelly Ryan wrote to organizers of
the statement that that the United States
was committed to the Cairo plan of 1994
and “to the empowerment of women and
the need to promote women’s fullest
enjoyment of universal human rights.”

“The United States is unable,
however, to endorse the world leaders’
statement,” Ryan said, because it “includes
the concept of `sexual rights,’ a term that
has no agreed definition in the international
community.”

The U.S. on numerous occasions
has raised objections to the phrase “sexual
rights,” speaking out against abortion, Gay
rights and what the administration sees as
the promotion of promiscuity by giving
condoms to young people to prevent AIDS.

U.S. Fails To Sign Population Agreement On
 Family Planning And AIDS

WASHINGTON - The United States on
Wednesday, October 13, refused to sign
a statement signed by 85 other nations
that reaffirms commitment to reproduc-
tive health and AIDS-related population
and health goals agreed upon 10 years
ago at the 1994 International Conference
on Population and Development,
Advocate.com reported.

More than 250 world leaders—
including presidents, prime ministers,
and Nobel Prize winners—endorsed the
goals of a woman’s right to education,
health care, and reproductive choices,
including using condoms to avoid HIV
infection. The statement, approved by 85
countries on Wednesday, reaffirms the
commitment “to an action plan to ensure
universal access to reproductive health
information and services; uphold funda-
mental human rights, including sexual
and reproductive rights; alleviate pov-
erty; secure gender equality; and protect
the environment.” It also states that poor
nations continue to face worsening AIDS
crises due in part to inadequate family
planning and reproductive health educa-
tion. The statement was signed by all the
members of the European Union, Japan,
China, Indonesia, Pakistan, and 12
African nations.

The Bush administration refused
to support the statement because it contains
the term “sexual rights,” a term that the
Administration says has no “agreed
definition in the international community.”
Kelly Ryan, deputy assistant secretary of
state, said the United States continues to
support the overall goals of the 1994
agreement but could not sign the current
statement because of the language in the
document. But some activists say the
United States refused to sign the document
because Bush administration officials
believe it would encourage abortions in
other nations. They also note that since
taking office Bush has each year withheld
$34 million in annual funds to the United
Nations Population Funds because he says
the organization supports abortions in
China. UNFPA has denied the claims.

Democratic presidential candi-
date John Kerry on Wednesday released a
statement indicating his support of women’s
rights around the world and of the
reaffirmation document the Bush adminis-
tration refused to sign. “We must do more
to address the needs of women, to ensure
they and their children live healthy lives.”
Kerry also commended the world leaders
who committed their support to the goals of
the 1994 population conference
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Did Mary Cheney Orchestrate
The GOP ‘Outrage?’

N.Y. Mayor Sues To
Stop Equal Benefits

Law

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The Web site,
365Gay.com has learned that the GOP
outrage over Democratic presidential candi-
date John Kerry’s remarks about Mary
Cheney may have been orchestrated by Mary
herself.

Sources close to the Bush-Cheney
campaign tell 365Gay.com that the idea came
up in a telephone call between Mary and her
parents immediately after the presidential
debate Wednesday night, October 13.

The younger Cheney, who serves as
a backroom advisor to her father, suggested
that she would continue to be a “issue” for
Democrats unless something was done to stop
it immediately.

Mary Cheney’s sexuality has never
been a secret.  Prior to joining her father’s
2000 campaign she  worked as a Gay and
Lesbian outreach coordinator for Coors
Brewing Co. In 2000 she served in much the
same function on her father’s campaign.

This time, Mary is operating behind
the scenes. But, in August, during a campaign
stop in Davenport, Iowa, Cheney was asked
about the President’s support for a proposed
amendment to the US Constitution.  Cheney
said he thought the issue should be left to the
states, prefacing the remark with “Lynne and I
have a Gay daughter, so it’s an issue our
family is very familiar with.”

During the GOP National Conven-
tion when Republican Senate hopeful Alan
Keyes accused Mary Cheney of being a
“sinner” and a “selfish hedonist” Dick and
Lynne Cheney were silent.

Following Dick Cheney’s accep-
tance speech at the convention the Vice
President’s family appeared on the stage - all
but Mary Cheney who had been in the hall for
the speech.  Her absence led LGBT
commentators to openly question whether she
was being hidden away.

During the vice presidential debate
when the issue of same-sex marriage came up
Vice President Cheney said that “people
ought to be free to choose any arrangement
they want.”

Democratic VP candidate John
Edwards replied saying it was obvious that the
Cheneys loved their daughter and that “you
can’t have anything but respect” for them. “I
believe marriage is between a man and a
woman and so does John Kerry,” Edwards
said.

That night Cheney thanked Edwards
for the “kind words he said about my family
and our daughter. I appreciate that very
much.”

What changed between then and last
Wednesday’s third and final Presidential
debate?  The fear within the GOP that
Democrats were using Mary Cheney as a
“wedge issue” to divide Republicans.

The proposed amendment to ban
Gay marriage in the Constitution failed in
both the House and the Senate because a
sizable number of Republicans, for various
reasons, opposed the measure.

The “G” word, which Republicans
had believed would serve as a rallying cry and
drive moderate conservatives to the GOP was
being turned against them.

To get back on track, using
homosexuality to the Republican’s advan-
tage, could only be done, the source tells
365Gay.com, by going on the attack, accusing
Kerry of “insensitivity” and putting Demo-
crats on the defensive.

Within an hour of Kerry’s remark
Lynne Cheney accused Kerry of  pulling a

“cheap and tawdry political trick.”   The
following morning the vice president
called himself a “pretty angry father”.

The ploy worked in drawing
Democrats into the fray.

“I think that [Mrs. Cheney’s
complaint] indicates a certain degree of
shame with respect to her daughter’s
sexual preferences,” Elizabeth Edwards,
shot back in an interview on ABC radio
news.

For the remainder of the week
the media focus was on John Kerry’s
innocuous comment about Mary Cheney,
taking away from Kerry the opportunity
to campaign on the war, the economy,
and health care.

With the the race for the White
House still too close to call, but
indications Kerry has been gaining,
Republicans hope to keep the Mary
Cheney issue alive and Democrats on
the defensive.

NEW YORK - Mayor Michael
Bloomberg filed suit Thursday, October
14, to block a new law that would force
contractors who do business with the
city to offer domestic partner benefits to
their employees, the Gay.com/
PlanetOut.com Network reported.

City lawyers petitioned the
Manhattan Supreme Court to prevent
the law from taking effect on Oct. 26.
According to the New York Post, Mayor
Bloomberg believes companies would
leave the city if the law took effect.

The equal benefits law was
passed by City Council in May, but it
was vetoed by the mayor. The council
voted again for the measure in June, with
enough support to override the veto.

“Mayor Bloomberg is using
our tax dollars to fight for inequality for
all New Yorkers,” said City Council
Speaker Gifford Miller during a press
conference on Friday, October 15. “It’s
well-known that companies that provide
domestic partnership benefits attract
better, more productive employees and
produce superior quality goods and
services.”

Miller added, “This is a case
when the mayor needs to put his
Republican politics aside and accept the
will of the people of this city.”

The new law is patterned after
one in effect in several U.S. cities.
Companies that contract with the city for
$100,000 or more are required to
provide for their employees with
domestic partners the same benefits they
provide to employees who are married.

Alan Van Capelle, executive
director of the New York’s statewide
LGBT rights group, the Empire State
Pride Agenda, said his group will help
City Council in fighting for the new law.

“We have fought for this law
for too many years now to stop
fighting,” Van Capelle told the PlanetOut
Network. “LGBT employees and their
families deserve and need the same
support all other employees and families
receive, and we will make sure this
happens.”
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‘Thank You Again, Raul!’
When casting an early ballot for

the upcoming general election, this
reporter saw that a name was not on the
ballot given, not due to a glitch, like
they’ve been having in Michigan, Ohio and
Florida - thanks to Republican elected
officials attempting to subvert the demo-
cratic process but because of residency -
not living in a certain political district so
that the respective race wasn’t listed.

Even though this person doesn’t
directly represent this reporter in Congress,
he still has been a strong, supportive voice,
and his office has always had their
welcoming doors open for the Gay,
Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender (GLBT)
and HIV/AIDS communities in his Con-
gressional District (CD), the neighboring
District and Arizona, through actions,
speeches and most important, his voting
record - continuing the same path he’s
followed as he had served in prior political
office.

In his first term as a Member of
the U.S. House of Representatives, Raul
Grijalva has served his constituents well,
bringing a vast community of people
together in CD 7, and being a voice for all
Arizonans as well, in Washington, D.C.,
meeting the challenge set by himself when
he entered the U.S. House in January 2003.

GLBT Arizonans, as well as those
living with, or affected by HIV/AIDS have
long wished to have a strong, solid voice in
the nation’s capital and with Grijalva’s
election and service, it has been fulfilled.

No “fair weather” friend, as most
politicians are, Grijalva has been there in
times of concern and crisis, as well as
advancing the cause - continuing in
Congress as he had done on the TUSD
Board, and as Pima County Supervisor
when he got the Board’s approval for
recognizing same-sex relationships in
regard to domestic partnerships and
benefits for County employees, the first
governmental entity in Arizona to do so in
1998, after a year-long court battle to grant
benefits to the same-sex, domestic partners
of Pima County employees but digressing
on prior success.

During this session of Congress,
the effort made by radical, right-wing
Republicans to divert the nation’s attention
by pinning the blame of the economic
woes, Iraq and anything else it could, on
Gays and Lesbians seeking governmental
recognition of their relationships on equal
terms as heterosexual couples - in the guise
of a proposed amendment to the U.S.
Constitution, known as the Federal
Marriage Amendment (FMA), (H.J. Res.
106), if approved, the FMA would bar
recognition of same-sex marriages, civil
unions and domestic partnerships, enshrin-
ing discrimination in a document that is
supposed be about granting rights, not
taking them away from Americans.

Grijalva, as well as several other
House members, spoke out against FMA,
not by asking for time to do so, seeking his
party’s permission to say something but by
seizing the moment.  When an individual or
a group is being discriminated against,
Grijalva, time and time again, has been
there for the downtrodden and on this issue,
dredged up by the Republicans in an
election year, he was one of the few voices
of opposition to the FMA in the nation’s
capital, and when it came time for the vote,
he voted no on H.J. Res. 106, which failed,
as it did in the U.S. Senate with the
companion measure.

On other issues of note he
garnered a perfect score from the Human
Rights Campaign - the national GLBT
rights organization.  In his first term in
Congress, Grijalva:

Voted for a non-binding motion
on H.R. 4200, to instruct conferees to
accept the Senate approval of their version
of the proposed. Local Law Enforcement
Hate Crimes Act, expanding the federal
hate crimes laws;

Opposed the Marriage Protection
Act, H.R. 3313, which would have
restricted the rights of access to the judicial
branch of government to GLBT citizens in
regard to recognizing their same-sex
relationships;

Co-sponsored the House version
of the Local Law Enforcement Hate Crimes
Act of 2004, H.R. 4204, that would expand
federal hate crimes laws to cover sexual
orientation, gender and disability;

Was a co-sponsor of H.R. 832, the
Permanent Partners Immigration Act - that
would
amend the Immigration and Nationality
Act to provide same-sex partners of U.S.
citizens and lawful permanent residents the
same immigration benefits heterosexual
spouses of U.S. residents enjoy;

Showed his support for people
living with, or affected by HIV/AIDS by
co-sponsoring H.R. 3859, the Early
Treatment for HIV Act of 2004 which
would expand Medicaid to people living
with HIV and provide states with the option
to cover low-income HIV-infected indi-
viduals;

Again, as he did as a Pima County
Supervisor, expressed his solidarity with
the Gay and Lesbian workforce, co-
sponsored H.R. 3285, the federal Employ-
ment Non-Discrimination Act which would
prohibit discrimination in employment
based on sexual orientation, perceived or
otherwise;

Adopted a written policy for his
congressional offices that sexual orienta-
tion and gender identity were not factors in
employment decisions; and,

Co-sponsored three other pro-
posed measures of note:

H.R. 2426, the Domestic Partner-
ships and Obligations Act of 2003 -
providing the domestic partners of federal
employees the same benefits available to
and obligations accorded upon spouses of
federal employees;

H.R. 935, Tax Equity for Health
Plan Beneficiaries Act of 2003 - amending
the current tax code, allowing employees to
exclude from their gross income the costs
of employee-provided health coverage
provided to other eligible designated
beneficiaries, in addition to spouses and
dependent children; and,

H.R. 1430, the Family Leave
Medical Inclusion Act of 2003 - allowing
employees to take approved leave from
their work to care for their domestic
partners.

At this year’s Democratic Na-
tional Convention in Boston, in his
address, seconding the nomination of
North Carolina Senator John Edwards for
Vice President, Grijalva said that Edward’s
does not base a person’s worth on who they
love and commit to, whether male or
female.

The same can be said of
Congressman Raul Grijalva, for whom the
GLBT and HIV/AIDS Communities in
Arizona owe their collective thanks for
being a voice in the halls of Congress,
especially those in CD 7, who can and
should express their appreciation to Raul at
the ballot box on November 2, or prior for
those voting by mail or early.
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Gay Governor Cheered
At Fundraiser

NEW YORK - Gov. James McGreevey of
New Jersey created a sensation Thursday
night, October 14. by attending his first
LGBT event since declaring in August that
he is Gay, reported the Gay.com/
PlanetOut.com Network.

On Aug. 12, McGreevey an-
nounced he would leave his job Nov. 15,
after revealing he had an extramarital affair
with the man he put in charge of homeland
security for his state.

Thursday night, he appeared
before the Empire State Pride Agenda’s
annual banquet in Manhattan.

“Obviously, this has been a very
trying period of my life in this journey,”
McGreevey said, as quoted in the New
York Times. “I’m just thankful for the
support of thousands of New Jerseyans
who stood by me and offered their support
and prayers.”

The paper reported McGreevey
was asked if he planned on being an activist
for LGBT rights.

“Right now, I just expect to eat
dinner,” he said.

According to the Times,
McGreevey held the spotlight, even though
other political leaders attended, like New

York Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg.

At one point McGreevey’s ap-
pearance was lampooned by the master of
ceremonies, John Tartaglia and his puppet
from the Broadway hit, “Avenue Q.”

When McGreevey came out last
August, he faced harsh criticism by some
Republicans who believed he did it to
deflect attention over corruption scandals
involving his fund-raisers.

Others believe McGreevey’s de-
cision to come out was admirable.

“The bottom line is he came out,”
Tom Duane, a New York state senator who
is also Gay, told the Times. “That takes a
lot of courage, and for that, I think he is a
hero.”

Joe Tarver, the spokesman for
Empire State Pride Agenda, told the
PlanetOut Network, “McGreevey said this
is a process, a journey. I think all of us
know what that journey is like.”

“Last night the governor heard the
victories the Pride Agenda has won, and he
also heard about the challenges ahead —
not just in terms of this election, but in the
broader picture,” Tarver added. “Hope-
fully, he was inspired in feeling that he had
taken a few more steps in his journey.”

Mile High Kiss Lands Gay Couple In Jail
CAPE TOWN - A Gay South African man
is suing British Airways for $260,000 for
discrimination he says he endured after
kissing his partner on a flight to London,
reported 365Gay.com.  Neal Potgieter says
the incident, which took place in Septem-
ber 2000, led to a series of events that
ended with Potgieter being jailed for three
days in London.  A Cape Town judge
Thursday, October 14, refused a British
Airways motion to dismiss the case.

Potgieter says that he and his
partner, who has not been named, fell
asleep, like most of the other passengers on
the overnight flight to London.  In the
morning, the flight crew woke up everyone
to prepare for landing at Heathrow Airport.
Potgieter said that he and his partner kissed
each other good morning and hugged each
other as any couple would do when they
wake up.

Two flight attendants approached
the pair and requested that they do “not to
kiss each other as doing so was offensive to
the other passengers on the flight.”  A little
later a senior flight attendant came up to
their seats and told them not to kiss again.

Potgieter said he was shocked. In
his court documents he says that he
experienced extreme humiliation by the
conduct of the flight attendants and that he
became traumatized and angry.  As the
flight touched down the men were so angry
they refused to follow the flight crew’s
instructions to fasten their seat belts. The
crew alerted authorities that they had two
unruly passengers on board.

On landing, both men were
arrested and Potgieter was held for three
days awaiting an appearance before a
judge.  He was fined for not wearing the
seatbelt, but says he suffered economic
losses as a result of the detention.  His suit
says that British Airways violated South
Africa’s Constitution which guarantees the
rights of Gays and Lesbians.

British Airways says it will fight
the suit.  The airline says that the
Constitution is invalid in the air pointing to
a provision of the Warsaw Convention of
1929. It also claims that Potgieter cannot
claim as he only suffered from severe
depression and anxiety arguing that the
same Convention states that passengers on
international flights may only claim for
flight injuries.
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G/L Marriage May Be Deciding
Factor In Tight Races

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Gay marriage is
emerging as a big enough issue in several
states to influence races both for Congress
and the presidency, the Associated Press
reported on 365Gay.com.

Ballot initiatives on banning same-
sex marriages are expected to propel social
conservatives to the polls in 11 states,
including four presidential battlegrounds:
Arkansas, Ohio, Michigan and Oregon.

The topic also is a prominent issue
in Oklahoma, South Dakota and North and
South Carolina, all states with close Senate
contests.

An conservative group has run an
ad in South Dakota, where Senate Demo-
cratic leader Tom Daschle is in a tight race,
saying Daschle “refuses to protect marriage;
he would let liberal activist judges redefine
it.”

In Arkansas, GOP state Sen. Jim
Holt has made same-sex marriage the central
theme of his longshot campaign against
Democratic Sen. Blanche Lincoln. It’s not
the only issue, he said, “but it is the most
important issue, I believe, in America.”

President Bush, in the final presi-
dential debate, reiterated his support for a
constitutional amendment banning Gay
marriage, saying he was concerned that,
otherwise, “activist judges” would rewrite
the definition of marriage.

Democratic presidential candidate
John Kerry expressed the view of many in
his party after a narrow ruling by the
supreme court in his home state of
Massachusetts a year ago legalized same-sex
marriage gave Republicans a new issue to
activate their base.

Kerry said he supports the right of
Gays and Lesbians to form civil unions. He
opposes same-sex marriage, but also is
against a constitutional amendment that
would ban it. States should determine
marriage laws, he said.

The nuances of that stance are often
lost in 30-second TV ads and campaign
literature suggesting that Democrats, by
opposing a constitutional amendment, are
clearing a path for Gay marriage.

That was the message in a
Republican National Committee mailer sent
to voters in Arkansas and West Virginia,
with a picture of a man placing a ring on the
hand of another man. It said a failure to vote
would open the way for liberals to ban the
Bible and allow same-sex marriage.

“The people who put this out (are)
taking West Virginians to be gullible,
ignorant fools,” Sen. Robert Byrd, D-W.Va.,
told an interfaith group in his state.

But Roberta Combs, president of
the Christian Coalition of America, said
defense of marriage transcends even
abortion as a social issue this year because it
concerns a spectrum of voters well beyond
social conservatives. “Christians are going
to turn out more than they did last time,” she
predicted.

Peter Sprigg, senior director of
policy studies at the Family Research
Council, said his group also hopes “there
will be a strong turnout of people with strong
family values.”

Sprigg stressed that the referen-
dums in the 11 states derived from court
rulings and were not “cooked up as a tool to
help re-elect the president.”

Cheryl Jacques, president of the
Human Rights Campaign, the nation’s

largest LGBT civil rights group, sees it
differently, saying it was “no coincidence”
that in states where races are tight, “we’re
seeing the ramping up of the issue with
billboards and flyers.”

The Family Research Council
and other conservative groups are putting
out scorecards to inform voters how their
representatives and senators voted on
proposed constitutional amendments to
ban Gay marriage that were rejected in
both the House and Senate this year.

In North Dakota, Mike Liffrig, in
an uphill race against Democratic Sen.
Byron Dorgan, attacks Dorgan over his
constitutional amendment vote using an
ad showing two tuxedo-wearing men
moving in for a kiss.

In North Carolina, Rep. Richard
Burr, in a tight Senate race with Clinton
White House chief of staff Erskine
Bowles, cited Bowles’ opposition to a
constitutional amendment in an ad that
said “it’s a shame Erskine Bowles doesn’t
have the courage to stand up for traditional
marriage.”

Gay rights in general has cropped
up in several other close senatorial races.

Former Rep. Tom Coburn, the
Republican candidate in Oklahoma,
sparked a controversy when he warned of
“rampant” Lesbianism in some Oklahoma
schools. GOP Rep. Jim DeMint, running
for the Senate in South Carolina, caused a
stir by saying that openly Gay people and
unwed, pregnant women should be barred
from teaching in public schools.

Gay rights groups say Bush and
others could be making a mistake by
courting his conservative base and
ignoring moderate swing voters.

Patrick Guerriero, head of the
Gay Log Cabin Republicans, a group that
has withheld its endorsement of Bush over
the marriage issue, told the Republican
National Committee that “appealing to
people’s anti-Gay animus as a campaign
strategy betrays the (inclusive) legacy of
President Ronald Reagan.”

In using a divisive issue such as
Gay marriage, said the Human Rights
Campaign’s Jacques, “you don’t know
who you are offending. There’s no way of
knowing what the backlash is.”
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A.  METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH: 3269 N. Mountain  - 292-9151

B.  CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIP:  2902 N. Geronimo  - 622-4626

C.  DESERT PRIDE - Gifts, Videos, etc.: 611 N. 4th Ave. - 388-9829

D.  WINGSPAN - 300 E. 6th St.  - 624-1779

E.  S.A.A.F. - 375 S. Euclid Ave. - 628-7223

F.  RAINBOW PLANET COFFEE HOUSE:  606 N. 4th Ave.  - 620-1770

I.  TIHAN -Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS Network:  492 N. Alvernon, 299-6647

J.  EON GAY YOUTH CENTER 620-6245

1.  AIN’T NOBODY’S BIZ:  2900 E. Broadway -  318-4838

2.  IBT’S:   616 N. 4th Ave.  882-3053

3.  VENTURE-N:  1239 N. 6th Ave.  882-8224

4.  NOVEMBER BAR & GRILL: 4001 N. Romero Road - 407-9622

5.  WOODY’S - 3710 N. Oracle Road, 292-6702

6.  HOWL AT THE MOON - 915 W. Prince Rd.  293-7339

7.  YARD DOG - 2449 N. Stone,  624-3858

8.  COLORS FOOD & SPIRITS, 5305 E. Speedway, 323-1840
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PlanetOut First GLBT-Focused Company
Traded On NY Stock Exchange

Elizabeth Edwards Slam’s GOP
For Playing The ‘Gay Card’

Vote

DENVER - The wife of Democratic vice
presidential candidate John Edwards said
Monday, October 18, that Republican
criticism of Sen. John Kerry for mentioning
Mary Cheney’s sexual orientation was a
distraction from more pressing issues, the
Associated Press reported on 365Gay.com.

Campaigning in Denver, Eliza-
beth Edwards also argued that President
Bush has tried to politicize the issue of Gay
rights in pressing for a constitutional
amendment to ban same-sex marriage.

“I believe the president has tried
to use the constitutional amendment as a
wedge issue, instead of addressing things
like health care or real reform and attention
to our veterans’ issues,” Edwards said.

Mrs. Edwards also said she was
upset with the GOP complaints about
Kerry’s comments in his debate last week
with Bush. Republicans have called Kerry
remarks inappropriate, and in an interview
with The Associated Press Monday,
October 18, Bush said the statement was
“over the line.”

“I’m distressed that what it did
was distract from what should have been a
dialogue over issues that should have been
raised during the third debate — domestic
policy issues like health care and jobs and
education,” Edwards said.

In the final debate with Bush last
week, Kerry referred to Mary Cheney when
asked whether homosexuality is a choice.

“We’re all God’s children,” he
said. “And I think if you were to talk to
Dick Cheney’s daughter, who is a Lesbian,
she would tell you that she’s being who she
was. She’s being who she was born as. I
think if you talk to anybody, it’s not a
choice.”

Cheney and his wife, Lynne,
accused Kerry of using their daughter for
political gain, with Mrs. Cheney saying
Kerry’s statements amounted to a “cheap
and tawdry political trick.”

That prompted Edwards to say
last week that while Mrs. Cheney has been
“a wonderful advocate” for her daughter,
she also might be ashamed of her.

“She’s overreacted to this and
treated it as if it’s shameful to have this
discussion. I think that’s a very sad state of
affairs,” she told ABC radio. “I think that it
indicates a certain amount of shame with
respect to her daughter’s sexual prefer-
ences.”

During his debate with the vice
president, John Edwards said he respected
the Cheneys because they are willing to
acknowledge they have a Lesbian daughter
and are willing to embrace her. Cheney
thanked Edwards for his comments.

Mary Cheney, 35, has lived for
years in Conifer, Colo., just west of Denver
and runs operations in her father’s
campaign office. Prior to that, she worked
as a Gay and Lesbian outreach coordinator
for Golden-based Coors Brewing Co.

NEW YORK - It’s not likely to cause a big
stir on Wall Street, but a San Francisco-
based Internet company marked a cultural
milestone Thursday, October 14, by
becoming the first Gay-focused business to
trade its stock on a major exchange,
reported the Gay.com/PlanetOut.com Net-
work.

PlanetOut Inc., which operates
several Gay- and Lesbian-themed Web
sites, made an initial public stock offering
of 4.65 million shares on the Nasdaq Stock
Market. The stock opened at $9.26 a share
and closed at $10.40, an increase of 16%.

In a nod to both its mission and as
a statement of Gay pride, PlanetOut
adopted “LGBT”—an acronym for Les-
bian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender—as
its ticker symbol. While businesses
catering to a Gay clientele have appeared
on the Australian Stock Exchange as well as
smaller markets, PlanetOut has broken new
ground by meeting the requirements for
longevity and stability to get listed on
NASDAQ, said Walter Schubert, a stock-
broker who founded Gay Financial Net-
work. “For years now, we’ve heard about
the Gay market and heard about how
lucrative it is,” said Schubert, who does not
own any PlanetOut stock. “Here now is the
first publicly traded company where those
who are interested in taking advantage of an
investment opportunity that’s part of that
market would find a pretty good opportu-
nity.”

Chief executive officer Lowell
Selvin could not comment Thursday on the
decision to take PlanetOut public because
of security regulations that prohibit
management from discussing their compa-
nies during the first few weeks after an IPO.
In a prospectus filed with the Securities and
Exchange Commission, PlanetOut said it
hoped to raise $39 million through the IPO,
money that would be used to bolster traffic
at its Web portals—Gay.com and
PlanetOut.com—increase the number of

subscribers using its fee-based service for
personal ads, and expand into more
countries. The company is also consider-
ing using its strong online presence to
move into other media, such as print, radio,
or broadcast.

Unlike many other Internet
startups, PlanetOut managed to survive the
collapse of San Francisco’s dot-com boom
by broadening its sources of revenue to
include subscriptions as well as advertis-
ing, by reducing expenses, and by adding
new features, such as separate travel and
shopping sites, that appealed to its
members. The company posted its first
profitable quarter in 2003 but has ended
the each of the last three years with a net
loss.

Justin Nelson, cofounder of the
National Gay and Lesbian Chamber of
Commerce, said that beyond what the IPO
says about PlanetOut, it also sends an
important signal to the rest of corporate
America about the strength of the Gay and
Lesbian market. “What this announcement
says is that LGBT Americans are also
businessmen and women, not just a social
squeaky wheel,” he said.
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Gay/Lesbian Marriage Issue Fizzles In Massachusetts
BOSTON - The November elections in
Massachusetts were supposed to be Phase
Two in the state’s epic Gay-rights battle, a
time for political retribution and citizen
retaliation for votes cast during this year’s
debate on a constitutional ban on same-sex
marriage, the Associated Press reported on
365Gay.com

But the divisive issue, which
dominated Statehouse discourse after the
state’s high court legalized Gay marriage in
Massachusetts a year ago, is not playing a
highly visible role in the legislative
elections that could determine its fate.

At stake is whether the Legislature
will reaffirm its support for a constitutional
amendment, given preliminary approval
earlier this year, that would ban Gay
marriages while legalizing civil unions.
Gay rights advocates need to gain at least
five more supporters in the Legislature to
prevent the measure from going to voters in
November 2006.

While Gay marriage advocates
and foes are investing money and
volunteers in candidates who support their
viewpoint, the action is mainly behind the
scenes in stark contrast to the Vermont
elections that followed after that state
legalized civil unions in 2000.

In Massachusetts, despite re-
peated threats of payback at the ballot box,
neither side is placing Gay rights in the
spotlight.

‘’I’ve been knocking on thou-
sands of doors and I’m not asked about this
issue very frequently,’’ said Democrat
Angus McQuilken, a Gay-rights supporter
engaged in a rematch with Republican Sen.
Scott Brown, a Gay marriage opponent.
Their first contest a March special election
was seen as a litmus test on Gay marriage.

Republican Gov. Mitt Romney, an
ardent and outspoken opponent of Gay
marriage during this year’s debate, has not
raised Gay rights as part of his well-
financed effort to install more GOP
lawmakers in the heavily Democratic
Legislature.

Most voters also don’t appear to
be placing it high on their priority list,
according to candidates on both sides.

‘’We don’t hear a whole lot of
people talking about Gay marriage one way
or another,’’ said Tim O’Brien, executive
director of the state Republican Party.
‘’Reform, tax increases that’s what people
are really caring about.’’

The state’s highest court ruled last
November that same-sex couples had a
right under the state’s constitution to marry.
The ruling took effect in mid-May with
considerable fanfare as Gay and Lesbian
couples around the state flocked to city
halls to apply for marriage licenses.

In between, the Legislature held a
protracted debate over the constitution and
emerged with the narrowly approved
amendment. The identical measure must be
adopted again in the upcoming two-year
session before going on the ballot in 2006.

But the fervor generated by that
battle, which saw citizens clashing in the
hallways of the Statehouse, has died down.

The initial results, as reflected in
the September primaries, show Gay rights
supporters able to fend off opponents
despite predictions of political fallout for
their votes. Not one lost a primary battle.

Gay marriage opponents, who
supported the constitutional ban, fared less

well, although the issue appeared to be a
significant factor in only one of three
primary defeats. Even then, it served more
as an inspiration for the openly Gay
candidate to get into the race than a hotly
debated issue during his successful
campaign against a 16-year House
veteran.

In 2000, 17 Vermont lawmakers
who supported civil union rights for Gay
couples were ousted during the fall
elections.

Many of the most competitive
races in Massachusetts’ upcoming general
election involve incumbent senators who
opposed the constitutional amendment.
But their Republican opponents, most of
whom oppose Gay marriage, are not
focusing on it.

Gay-rights advocates say Massa-
chusetts voters have simply come to
realize that granting marriage rights to
Gay couples has had no impact on their
lives.

‘’The weddings have gone on
and there hasn’t been a major catastrophe.
The sky hasn’t fallen,’’ said Tom Gerace,
co-founder of SupportEquality.org, a
Web site that funnels contributions to the
pro-Gay candidates involved in the
toughest races.

Kris Mineau, head of the anti-
Gay marriage Massachusetts Family
Institute, says the issue isn’t dead.

‘’Everybody’s trying to be politi-
cally correct on both sides, because it’s a
third rail and they’d rather not touch it,’’
she said. ‘’But the voters are concerned
about it. It’s not going away.’’

Political analysts argue that Gay
marriage has slipped from the spotlight
because most candidates regardless of their
views realize it’s simply not a winning
issue in a deeply divided state.

‘’I think that it’s a two-edged
sword and candidates can’t touch it without
getting sliced by one side of the blade,’’
said Jeffrey Berry, political science
professor at Tufts University. ‘’Whatever
side they’re on, there are voters who are
passionately opposed to that view.’’

This close split was seen during
the legislative debate this year, when the
amendment won its first round of approval
105-92 (with three lawmakers absent).
This meaning that Gay advocates would
have to switch at least five votes in the
Legislature to keep the margin below the
101 vote mark necessary for passage.

Soon after the votes were cast, the
political threats began, with Ron Crews
then-leader of the Massachusetts Family
Institute and now a congressional candi-
date warning that ‘’there will be conse-
quences.’’

The issue galvanized volunteers
and some candidates, including Republi-
can Gilbert Lavoie of Boston.

‘’From my perspective as an
American citizen, people can choose any
sexual lifestyle they wish. But it’s the
fallout of Gay marriage that I’m concerned
about,’’ said Lavoie, a physician seeking to
unseat Senate President Robert Travaglini,
who sponsored the constitutional amend-
ment.

The Washington-based Human

Rights Campaign has pumped $600,000
into MassEquality.org to help with its grass
roots efforts in campaigns where pro-Gay
rights candidates are in jeopardy, according
to Cheryl Jacques, who left the Massachu-
setts Legislature earlier this year to head the
group.

The Massachusetts Family Insti-
tute has produced a voter guide on social
issues, which is being distributed primarily
within churches. The group is also trying to
register voters in critical districts.

Gay marriage advocates believe
they will have won if they are able to show
that a vote against the amendment did not
lead to any widespread retaliation at the
polls.

‘’What we need to do is make sure
that voting for equal marriage rights does
not hurt people at the ballot box,’’ said
Marty Rouse, campaign coordinator for
MassEquality. ‘’We feel that there are
enough legislators watching and if their
friends and colleagues get re-elected, then
they will vote the way they were too nervous
to vote the first time.’’
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Hello readers! Long time no write. I
hope to keep you all informed with the
coming weeks as to this year’s election.
After the November 2nd date, I hope to keep
you all informed on both the local and other
levels regarding our city and what we can do
about it.

I am penning this article the day
after the last debate. Those of you who know
where I stand regarding this year’s
presidential choices know that I am on the
verge of a Bush bashing, but stick around, I
think you will be informed none the less.
With the debates over, Tucson, as well as the
entire state of Arizona, has work to do if we
want to show our voices truly heard.

The numbers for Pima County just
happened to have been published in today’s
daily news. It shows that there are more
registered Democrats than Republicans in
our county. I am aware of a handful of those
who follow the party of the elephant who will
not be voting for their party’s choice this
year. That would mean that it is a good
chance that John Kerry will win Pima
County this year. If we follow suite from
there, outside of Pinal County, the votes
should point to a Kerry victory. This will
only happen with true work and direction.

Kerry has decided to pull all ads in
Arizona for now. I am making an effort to
change his mind through letter writing and
blogging, but we can do it without the ads.
The grass roots energy that was reintroduced
to us by Howard Dean can live and thrive in
our county and the entire state. Word of
mouth is crucial, as well as the ability to
reach those who did not vote in our last
election. Henry Cisneros, former employee
of President Clinton, stated just today that
Arizona can win for Kerry if just the Latino
Vote is represented in full in our state.

The percentages of nonvoters in
Arizona is the perfect recipe for disaster.

Less the ads, the speeches (how many
times has Bush visited Arizona this year,
versus the previous) and the rhetoric, I
think that Arizona is primed for a
Democratic sweep that will make our last
Governor race seem tame. I can not stress
this enough though, we have to go out
there, we have to vote, and we have to
help those who think that their vote does
not count. It was embarrassing to see a
college student proclaim that the last
debate was a waste to have in Tempe,
since Arizona was Bush country. Let’s
change those passports to read correctly.

Pima county has a Stonewall
Democrats office. You can reach them  at
http://www.azstonewalldems.org/. You
can sign up to volunteer, donate, or help
in any manner to get the word out about
Kerry, as well as the other Democrats
running this year. Get Pima county on the
map, get Arizona to follow suite, and
before you know it, we will not be known
solely as a Republican state, but a state
that made a difference.

At the end of the debates
yesterday, both Kerry and Bush held late
night rallies to spin the word regarding the
win of the debate. While the numbers at
Kerry’s rally did not match those of Bush,
the reasoning might have been in the
location. Bush held his rally at Bank One
Ballpark, owned of course by Jerry
Colangelo. The invite allowed Colangelo
to see his ballpark full for the first time
this year, outside of a Christian rally that
drew controversy earlier this year. It
seemed fitting that the Republican
candidate hold a rally in the home of the
worst baseball team this year. If the
Diamondbacks never win another
championship, they can call it the Curse
of the Bush in 2004.

Get the word out, get out, and
vote. It really is that simple. Have a great
week!

Don’t Give Up!

Pirate’s Den Party At Yard Dog
Congratulations Maurice, Shawn and David
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Vote

Gay/Lesbian Georgians See Hope
Even In Impending Defeat

ATLANTA - G/L rights supporters in
Georgia may not be able to defeat a
constitutional ban on same-sex marriages at
the ballot box, but they have new reason to
believe they may prevail in the courtroom,
the Associated Press reported on
365Gay.com.

The state’s voters will consider the
constitutional amendment on Gay marriages
Nov. 2, unless the state’s highest court
agrees to block the ballot question on the
grounds it illegally contains more than one
subject matter.

The prospect of court intervention,
either before or after the vote, is quite real. In
Louisiana last month, a similar Gay marriage
amendment won with 78 percent of the vote.
However, a Louisiana state judge quickly
threw out the amendment for the same
subject matter complaint lodged here in
Georgia.

Gay rights supporters, including
two state lawmakers and the head of
Concerned Black Clergy, say the amend-
ment question should be thrown out because
the ballot summary only asks voters one
thing - whether marriage should be defined
as only between a man and a woman.
However, if approved, the amendment
would ban recognition of civil unions and
possibly prevent judges from settling
property disputes from homosexual couples.

The Louisiana court decision, now
being appealed to that state’s Supreme
Court, is good news for Drenner and other
opponents of the amendment.

For one thing, the arguments made
in Louisiana are nearly identical to the
arguments being made in Georgia. And
without judicial intervention, there may be
no stopping the amendment.

Georgians Against Discrimination
has raised just under $77,000 for its
campaign effort - a pittance for a statewide
race, especially when conservative Georgia
is thought to overwhelmingly oppose Gay
marriage.

On the other side, the state’s
powerful Christian Coalition and Georgia
Baptist Convention are campaigning just as
hard, with an established network of
churches to raise money and get out their
message.

The Baptists, for example, are
coming out with television ads to air in
Atlanta, Savannah and Columbus that will
encourage votes for the amendment. The

Gay-rights groups concede they cannot
afford TV commercials.

“We’re just taking a stand and
asking everyone else to take a stand,” said
the Rev. Ray Newman, a public affairs
specialist for the Georgia Baptist Conven-
tion.

The Christian Coalition plans to
ask for “yes” votes in its influential
Voters’ Guide, which is sent to churches
across the state.

While Georgia law already de-
fines marriage as a union between a man
and a woman, backers of the amendment
contend that adding the language to the
Constitution would make it harder to
challenge in court.

Georgia is one of about a dozen
states in which Gay marriage bans will
appear on the Nov. 2 ballot, a backlash to
the court ruling which legalized same-sex
marriages in Massachusetts.

In Louisiana, the Gay marriage
battle is a glimpse of what may come if
Georgia’s amendment is contested by a
judge.

A supporter of the Gay-marriage
ban there, former judge Darrell White of
the Louisiana Family Forum in Baton
Rouge, warned that a court fight would
anger the majority that voted in favor of an
amendment.

“People are beginning to get
impatient at the action of judges who are
thwarting the will of the people,” White
said.

On the other side, New Orleans
attorney John Rawls is the lead attorney
for Gay rights supporters who sued over
Louisiana’s amendment.

“This amendment should not
have gone on the ballot in the first place,”
Rawls said. “The vote shouldn’t have
taken place and it should be void.”

Back in Georgia, Gay-rights
supporters say they’re still holding out
hope that voters will reject the amendment
if the state Supreme Court won’t block it.

“We can’t pin our hopes on any
court case anywhere, so we have to get our
message out,” Drenner said.
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Good News On
Melissa Etheridge

LOS ANGELES - There’s encouraging
news regarding Melissa Etheridge’s health.
On Thursday, October 14, the singer’s
representatives released the following
update, Advocate.com reported.

The prognosis for Melissa
Etheridge is excellent after being diag-
nosed with breast cancer. Melissa under-
went a lumpectomy over the weekend after
she discovered a lump in her breast.
Melissa and her doctor are deciding the
next course of treatment. Melissa states,
“I’m taking all of this one day at a time and
spending time with the ones I love. I want
to thank everyone for their concern and
outpouring of affection.” Melissa is
recuperating at home with her family. She
is working on the release of her greatest
hits album for mid 2005, writing original
songs for the DVD release of the film
Brother Bear 2, and continuing to develop
her ABC sitcom.

Meanwhile, Etheridge’s fans are
moving to support her with a custom-
designed pink “Be Strong” bracelet. More
than 2,500 bracelets have sold in advance.
Bracelets are $5, with $4 going to the
Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Founda-
tion. For more information go to
pinkbraceletfund.freeservers.com.

Activist Margret
Sloan-Hunter

Dies At 57
OAKLAND - The GLBT community has
lost a tireless activist who undertook her
first high-profile civil rights project when
she was just 14 years old. Margaret Sloan-
Hunter, an early editor at Ms. Magazine, a
poet and an activist fighting for feminist,
Lesbian and African-American causes
died Sept. 23, the Gay.com/PlanetOut.com
Network reported.

Sloan-Hunter died in Oakland,
Calif., after what her family called a
prolonged illness. She was 57.

At 14, she joined the Congress of
Racial Equality (CORE), a group that
worked on poverty and urban issues on
behalf of the African-American commu-
nity in Chicago. Even before she was old
enough to vote she was organizing rent
strikes and tenant unions, and she
spearheaded a campaign to get the lead out
of the drinking water pumped into homes
on Chicago’s predominantly African
American West Side.

Sloan-Hunter fought alongside
several civil rights leaders in her day. She
worked with Martin Luther King Jr. at the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference
and in the Open Housing marches. She
worked with Jesse Jackson as a coordina-
tor of the Hunger Task Force Team in
Operation Breadbasket. And she gave
more than a thousand lectures on feminism
and racism at colleges throughout the
world with fellow feminist Gloria Steinem
in the 1970’s.

In addition to her activism, Sloan-
Hunter was an accomplished organizer and
founded several organizations. At 17, she
founded the Junior Catholic Inter-Racial
Council. That group was a mix of suburban
and inner-city students who talked about
problems with racism and worked on racial
problems. In 1973 she founded the
National Black Feminist Organization
(NBFO), which tackled some of the same
race and feminist issues.

In 1975, she and her daughter
moved to California, where they estab-
lished the Women’s Foundation. She and
her daughter, who friends say was also her
best friend, worked as organizers with the
Feminist School for Girls and Berkeley
Women’s Center.

Through her activism and her
generally outgoing personality, she still
had friends she had made back in
kindergarten. Her friend Karen Thompson

said in the 12 years she knew Sloan-
Hunter, she quickly grew to love a friend
who loved her back in such a singular way.

“Margaret. She was very opin-
ionated, very smart, she loved words and
she loved arguing. She was tough, but
once she decided to love you, you were a
part of her forever,” said Thompson. “She
was a Gemini, so you know what that
means — 75 percent of the time she was
good and real nice to you, the other 25
percent of the time she was just good for
you.”

Instead of a somber funeral,
Thompson said her friends and family will
hold a memorial party and dance at the
Montclair Women’s Culture Arts Club in
Oakland on Oct. 29. A Web site the family
set up in her memory invites people to her
memorial party with a quote from Sloan-
Hunter.

“We women are the best thing
going — we are warm, passionate, we cry
and we live! Let’s celebrate.”

Texan Executed For
Gay Murder

HUNTSVILLE - The ringleader of a Gay-
bashing group was executed by lethal
injection Tuesday evening, October 12,
after spending more than a decade on
Texas’ death row. Donald Aldrich, 39,
was the instigator of a number of robberies
and assaults on Gay men in the fall of 1993
in Tyler, Texas, the Gay.com/
PlanetOut.com Network reported.

Accompanied by teenage boys,
Aldrich and his group were accused of
preying on Gay men over a period of
months, later telling the police that Gay
men were easier to rob and less likely to
report being victims of a crime.

On Nov. 30 of that year, Aldrich
and two teens kidnapped 23-year-old
medical clerk Nicholas West from a park
known as a hangout for Gay men. West
was taken to a clay pit outside of town,
where he was robbed. The three men,
including Aldrich, 19-year-old Henry
Dunn and 17-year-old David McMillan,
then shot West over a dozen times, and
may have tortured him. His body was
discovered three days after friends grew
worried by his absence.

Aldrich and Dunn received the
death penalty, while McMillan was given
a life sentence. Dunn was executed in
February of 2003. Both Dunn and Aldrich
claimed that the other man started the fatal
gunfire.

Defense lawyers continued to
make last-minute appeals to no avail as
Aldrich’s execution date neared. Some
people have suggested that the combina-
tion of drugs used to execute death row
inmates in Texas violates the Constitution’s
ban on cruel and unusual punishment. If
administered incorrectly, an inmate may
be paralyzed from one drug, but remain
conscious and capable of feeling pain
from the others. A death that looks
peaceful may in fact be agonizing, critics
say.

Further, Aldrich’s lawyers ar-
gued that he had a perfect conduct record
and has shown no sign of violence in 10
years. At his sentencing, the Associated
Press reports, the court heard testimony
from two psychiatrists who insisted
Aldrich was too dangerous to live, despite
the fact that they had never met or
examined the convicted killer.



WEEKLY OBSERVER PAGE FIFTEENOCTOBER 20, 2004

Is the election over yet? Welcome Thanksgiv-
ing month and the gaggle of turkeys gobbling
the political pork. Celebrate or commiserate
with your constituencies. Join a party and
party on and Out, comrades!

ARIES   (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20)
Someone you know knows exactly what you
need. Who can that be? Play hide and seek
throughout November with a certain special
someone, proud Ram. Keep searching every
nook and cranny. Before you know it, things
heat up. Mars enters passionate Scorpio mid-
month and love turns to lust. Will it last
through Thanksgiving? Let’s hope so! Pass
the hot sauce.

TAURUS   (APRIL 21 - MAY 21)
The stress may ratchet up from various
quarters but queer Bulls are as cool as
cucumbers throughout November. The secret
is to channel anything annoying into your
work. You have ample  energy combined with
great powers of concentration now. Don’t
waste it. Bury yourself in minutia, if
necessary, and slowly dig yourself out. By
mid-month you begin to see the sky.

GEMINI   (MAY 22 - JUNE 21)
Forgo convention this November, pink Twin.
There is too much happening and too many
temptations to keep you on a conservative
path. Good! Boundless optimism gets you into
all sorts of mischief, if you are lucky. But all
play and no work eventually takes a toll. Mid-
month you yearn to make a good impression
on the job. Make it in your seat cushion as you
nurse your hangover.

CANCER   (JUNE 22 - JULY 23)
There is something to be said for stability.
There is also something to be said for shocking
change. Gay Crabs, who gravitate to the
familiar, find themselves navigating a chang-
ing landscape throughout November. Prepare
to put out a few raging fires when long
dormant issues charge and ignite. Pursue a
new domestic policy which includes full
partnership benefits.

LEO   (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23)
How long will you allow others to take
advantage of your good nature and generos-
ity? Proud Lions are sick and tired of all those
campaign promises and yearn for regime
change. So speak up and say what is on your
mind. Jupiter insures that nothing you say will
rub others the wrong way. With practice, you
will rub others just right. Get lots and lots of
practice this November.

VIRGO   (AUG. 24 - SEPT. 23)
Covetous queer Virgins can get all that they
need and want this November ... and much
more. There is a wilde constituency that
campaigns for your affection. But before your
greed overtakes your common sense, think
about what is really important and valuable to
you. Are you willing to compromise yourself
for a barrel of pork and block of votes? Hell
yes.

LIBRA   (SEPT. 24 - OCT. 23)
All eyes are upon you and you are something
to see. Gay Libras wind sail to the center of
attention as November rolls out the red carpet.
You have quarts of charm, panache and
charisma. But don’t pour it out all at once. As
the planets move on, you become less the
ingenue and more the Wizard of Ooze. Pace
yourself throughout the month to avoid an oil
slick.

SCORPIO   (OCT. 24 - NOV. 22)
If you feel an emptiness, fill your cup with
good gay Outreach this November.  Who says
that proud Scorps are selfish bastards? Well
some say that, but prove them wrong! I happen
to know that as you selflessly donate your
efforts, there is wilde Jupiter lurking in the
background, poised to deliver you a huge
reward. Yeah, it’s true. Some bastards do have
all the luck!

SAGITTARIUS   (NOV. 23 - DEC. 22)
There are those gay Archers who know
how to nimbly balance work and play.
Alas, there are also quite a few who
dissipate their best efforts on the job and
crawl home each night to recharge.
November is the month to take a break
from the grind and create a members
only club for fun, frolic and general
mayhem. Exactly which member do you
have in mind ...?

CAPRICORN   (DEC. 23 - JAN. 20)
Prepare for a November filled with high
level meetings and a chance to rub
assorted elbows until they chaff. Pink
Caps have the most moxie early in month
so don’t be shy around bosses. You need
to plant seeds for future success while
you are fertile and the time is ripe. By the
23rd  your heart begins to waver and
your eyes wander. Someone else may
then tend your garden.

AQUARIUS   (JAN. 21 - FEB. 19)
Aqueerians are poised for a global
campaign this November and are only
waiting for enough votes to get them to
the gate. Plan your course so that you can
learn as much as possible in your travels.
You hanker for adventure and excite-
ment and you will find it. However by
the 23rd, you may find that intrigue is
less intriguing than you expected.
Decompress closer to home.

PISCES   (FEB. 20 - MARCH 20)
How is it hanging, Chad? This
November, Guppies are consumed with
passion and find very creative ways of
locating, harnessing and releasing it. Of
course some prefer to stay harnessed....
You have opportunities galore to meet
and greet. By the 23rd you will happily
toot your own horn as well as the horns
of a few new pals. Those are horns...
aren’t they?

(c) 2004 MADAM LICHTENSTEIN,
LLC., All Rights Reserved. For Enter-
tainment Purposes Only. Cruise
www.TheStarryEye.com for prescient
horoscopes and insightful articles.
Madam is the author of the highly
acclaimed “HerScopes; A Guide To
Astrology For Lesbians” from Simon &
Schuster. This book would have won the
Pulitzer had the voting not been rigged.

Wingspan launches the
Anti-Violence Project – 
a community initiative 
to assist lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender 
victims of discrimination, 
domestic violence, sexual 
assault and hate crimes.  
Call the Anti-Violence 
Project 24-Hour Crisis 
Line at 624-0348, or 
toll-free 1-800-553-9387.

Ending the violence.

Southern Arizona’s Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual & Transgender 
Community Center www.wingspan.org
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How about a filthy rich country
of more than a couple hundred million
souls relying on two small pharmaceutical
companies to produce its entire supply of
flu vaccine? I seem to be the only person
living in that country who finds the
situation screamingly funny.

The TV news anchors are
somehow able to describe this utterly
absurd state of affairs with perfectly
straight faces. I wonder if you have to go to
TV anchor school for that, or maybe have
your funny bone surgically removed.

The best part is the unsmiling
delivery of the supposed explanation.
“Few pharmaceutical companies engage
in the manufacture of the flu vaccine
because it is not particularly profitable.”

Mercy sakes! Pulling people out
of burning buildings isn’t particularly
profitable either, but nearly every commu-
nity in the US makes elaborate provisions
for doing just that.

Where the hell are our public
health officials? Why don’t they think that
35,000 people killed by the flu in “an
average year” is their problem? And why
aren’t they being chased by lynch mobs?

The same TV news report that
mentioned the 35,000 number “in an
average year” also said that for three of the
last four years there have been flu vaccine
shortages. That raises a question for me
that it didn’t raise for them: Does the
35,000 number come from averaging
years in which there were shortages of

vaccine, or from years in which supplies
were adequate, or from a combination of
both types of years? In other words, if I’m
not being impertinent, do we know how the
shortages impact the number of deaths?

In all the stories I’ve seen on this
year’s shortage, the reporters’ ability to
suppress their laughter has been matched by
their ability to suppress their imaginations.
Everyone has dutifully reported that the
vaccine supply was cut in half because one
of the two companies making the stuff had a
problem with contamination. Not one single
reporter has wondered aloud what would
happen if both companies had problems
with contamination in the same year.

Is that such an impossibility that
it’s literally beyond imagining? It begins to
get frightening when you watch a bunch of
reports on losing half the supply and
nobody mentions, even in passing, what
happens if we lose the other half. If our
government doesn’t have a contingency
plan for the loss of half of the vaccine, is it
reasonable or unreasonable to assume that it
has a contingency plan for losing all of it?

I hate to be a scare monger but,
since we seem to be running a shortage in
that department as well, let me ask about the
possibility of a flu epidemic like the one we
had in 1918 that killed 548,000 Americans.
Back then our total population was only
about 106 million, so we weren’t breathing
on each other as often or as closely as we are
now. Is there any reason why the official
guardians of the public health don’t feel that
their present non-performance could cause
a similar epidemic?

Shortly after news of the shortage
first broke, I visited a shopping center
where a drugstore was selling flu shots.
People were lined up on the sidewalk in
front of the drugstore and the stores on
either side of it. Many of them had brought
lawn chairs that suggested they’d been there
awhile.

There was not a single empty
parking space in the entire shopping center
and cars clogged all the passageways, many
of those cars completely stopped. I guess
that the people clogging the ways were
waiting for a parked car to leave so they
could grab the freed space.

It was a mess, but no one was
honking his horn or hollering. The old folks
seemed strangely resigned and docile. As
for the shopping center, not much shopping
was being done.

The congestion of the parking lot
and the lava-like circulation of the cars that
were able to move at all reminded me of
videos I’ve seen of the pilgrims in Mecca,
that stately pace of molten rock in a
confined space.

The seniors are definitely not
ready to die. They seem equally unready to
raise hell about the predicament they’ve
been put in.

It’d be sad if it weren’t so damn
funny.

[Thorn welcomes comments, suggestions
for future columns. and tips on local
skulduggery that ought to be exposed. Write
to Box 85571, Tucson, AZ 85754. e-mail:
Doid3@aol.com   ]

What’s So Funny?
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TUESDAY
COLORS - Open 11am for lunch, 5pm dinner.  Happy

Hour  4-7pm.  Domestic beers and well cocktails $2.25.  Karaoke
10:30pm to close w/Johnny DJ.

HOWL AT THE MOON – Open at 3 pm. Happy Hour 3
– 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm pitchers, $5
lg pitchers.  Tequila Tuesday:   $2.00 well margaritas, 50¢ off call
tequilas.  Karaoke with Calabaza Cabeza Karaoke 8 – 11:30 pm

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-7pm, Bare
Chest Nite- Bare it and get happy hour prices from 9 to close.
Progressive/Retro ‘80s dance with DJ Q.  9 to close

NOVEMBER BAR & GRILL - Open 1pm.  Karaoke with
Smiling Julie. Drink. Drink Specials available.   Happy Hour 4-7.

VENTURE-N - Open 8am. Patio 6pm. Free Pool til
4pm. WOODY’S - Open Noon.  $2 well or domestic til 7pm.
Bartender Calls It drink specials..

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am.50¢ off any Tequila until
7pm  Beer Bust 3-7pm.

WEDNESDAY
COLORS - Open 11am for lunch; 5pm dinner.  Happy

Hour 4-7pm Domestic Beers or Well cocktails $2.25.
HOWL AT THE MOON – Open at 3 pm. Happy Hour 3

– 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm pitchers, $5
lg pitchers.  Free Pool all day.  Draught Beer Specials all day.
Beginning couples dance lessons with Amanda 7:30 – 8:30 pm.
Country DJ Jake plays 8:30 - close

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hours Noon-7pm, 9pm
“Diva-Licious” show w/Lucinda Holliday and guests.  HiNRG
Dancing with DJ-Q. All drink specials not available during  events.

NOVEMBER BAR & GRILL - Open 1pm.  Happy Hour
4-7   Karaoke w/Kim 8pm-12am.  Drink Specials all night. Kitchen
open until midnight for finger foods.

VENTURE-N - Open 8am. Patio 6pm. Free Pool til
4pm.  Draft Special 12-4pm. $2.75 Cuervo  Margaritas 4-8pm

WOODY’S - Open Noon.  $2 well or domestic beer til
7pm. Free Hot Dog Buffet 5-11pm. Underwear- fetish- leather
nite w/Gary and Chris along with GMHP. $1 off any drink or
bottled beer.(Excludes draft & schnapps) for all in leather or
underwear.

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am.50¢ off any Vodka until
7pm  Beer Bust 3-7pm.

THURSDAY
COLORS - Open 11am for lunch, 5pm dinner.  4-7pm

Happy Hour Domestic Beers or Well cocktails $2.25.  Karaoke
10:30 - close with Johnny DJ.

HOWL AT THE MOON –Open at 3 pm. Happy Hour 3
– 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm pitchers, $5
lg pitchers.  $2.00 Mexican Beers all day.  Karaoke with David Z
from 8 to midnight.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hours Noon-7pm, DJ 9-1 All
drink specials not available during special events.

NOVEMBER BAR/GRILL -Open 1pm. Happy Hour 4-7
Kitchen closes 8:30 p.m.  Drink specials available.

VENTURE-N - Open 8am.  Patio  open 6pm. Free Pool
til 4pm.  Pool Tourney 7pm. $3 entry. Special prices for players.
Steak Nite (4th Thursday of each month).  Bring your own or get it
here $5.

WOODY’S - Open Noon.  $2 well or domestic beer til
7pm.  Free Pool 8 to close. Volleyball Court is Open.

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am.50¢ off any Bourbon til
7pm. Beer Bust 3-7pm.

FRIDAY
COLORS - Open 11am for lunch.  Dinner 5-10pm.

Happy Hour 4-7pm domestic beers or well cocktails $2.25.
HOWL AT THE MOON – Open at 3 pm. Happy Hour 3

– 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm pitchers, $5
lg pitchers.  Line Dance Lessons 7:30 to 8:30 pm. .

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hours Noon-7pm, Live Jazz
on the patio with the Susan 6-9pm.  Patio Bar 5-1pm. GoGo Boys
and Dance Party with DJ ‘T.C. Wildman’  9 to 1.  All drink specials
not available during

NOVEMBER BAR & GRILL - Open Noon. Fish Fry &
Shrimp Fry Noon to 8:30pm only $5.99. Happy Hour 4-7.  Drag
Show every Friday with Crystal Abrahms and Bunny FuFu and
guests. Disco dancing with DJ Paul after the show.
                  VENTURE-N - Open 8am.  Patio open 6pm. Free
Pool til 4pm.  DJ 9pm to close.

WOODY’S - Open Noon.  $2 well or domestic beer til
7pm.  Martini Party - Well Martini’s $2.00 4-8pm.  Call Martinis $3
from 4-8pm. Complimentary Shrimp Cocktail 4-8pm.  Patio Bar
Open 7pm - midnight.

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am.50¢ off any Gin until
7pm. Beeer Bust 3-7pm.  Kennel open 9pm.

SATURDAY
COLORS - Open 11am for lunch; 5-10pm full dinner.
HOWL AT THE MOON – Open at 10:30 am.  Happy

Hour 3 – 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm
pitchers, $5 lg pitchers.  $3.00 Cheese Burger & Fries all day.
Country DJ with the best in country dance music 8:30 to close

IBT’s - 10am-5pm $4 Martinis and Daquaris. Happy
Hours Noon-7pm. Dance Party 9-1 w/DJ-Q.  All drink specials not
available during special events.

NOVEMBER BAR & GRILL - Open 1pm. Latino Night
1st & 2nd Saturday every month w/DJ Eduardo 8:30-close  Drink
specials available. Latino Drag Show  every 2nd Saturday.  3rd &
4th Saturdays Super Disco Mix with DJ Bing Bing.

VENTURE-N - Open 10am.  Patio Bar open 3pm.  Patio
Beer Bust 3-7pm.  DJ 9-1.

WOODY’S - Open 11am  $2 well or domestic beer. Til
7pm.  Patio Bar opens 5pm.  5-9pm Steak or Mahi Mahi BBQ with
all the trimmings $5.

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am. Beer Bust 3-7pm.   75¢
glass, $2.25 pitcher.  50¢ off any Rum 1pm to 7pm.  Beer Bust 3-
7pm.  Kennel Open 9pm.

MONDAY
COLORS - Open 11am for lunch; 5pm for dinner.

Happy Hour 4-7pm.  Domestic beer and well cocktails $2.25
HOWL AT THE MOON – Open at 3 pm. Happy Hour 3

– 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm pitchers, $5
lg pitchers.  Monday Munchies 3 – 8 pm with reduced prices on
appetizers.   Pool Tournament 6:30 pm - $3 entry fee, bar
matches pot.  Draught Beer Specials for players.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-7pm,    All drink
specials not available during special events.

NOVEMBER BAR & GRILL - Open 1pm. Happy Hour 4-
7. Free Pool all day.  Drink Specials Available.

 VENTURE-N - Open 8am. Patio 6pm.  Free pool til
4pm.  $2.75 Skyy Martinis 4-8.  Free Hot Dogs.

WOODY’S - Open Noon. $2 well or domestic beer til
7pm.Karaoke w/Michael D. 9-1

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am. 50¢ off any Scotch until
7pm.  Beer Bust 3-7pm.

SUNDAY

COLORS - Fabulous Brunch 11am - 2pm with

complimentary mimosa.  Dinner 5-10pm..
HOWL AT THE MOON – Open at 10:30 am.

Chuckwagon Breakfast 10:30 am – 1:30 pm, includes Bloody
Mary or Mimosa.  $2 Smirnoff Sunday.  DJ Jake playing country
favorites 8:30 pm to close.

IBT’s -Open Noon $1.75 Bloodys, Screws or Mimosas..
Sangria Party $2.50 from 4-1  Benefit B-B-Q and Beer Bust for
community organizations 5:30-8pm. Karaoke with Michael D. on
the patio 4:30-7:30.   8:30 shows or special events or Hi energy
dancing w/DJ ‘T.C. Wildman’. 9-close. All drink specials not
available during special events.

NOVEMBER BAR &  GRILL - Open 4pm. Free Pool all
day. Pool Tournament  5:30pm. $1.50 Hamburgers / $1.00 Ten
Ounce. Draft.  Drink Specials available.

VENTURE-N - Open 10am. Patio open 3pm. $1.75
Bloody Marys or Screws til 3pm Patio Beer Bust 3-7.Burger BBQ
5-7. Selection of burger meats to choose from. $2 proceeds go to
Pet Watch (helping HIV/AIDS clients with their veterinary bills).

WOODY’S -  Open 11am. Sunday Brunch 11:30 - 2:30.
Eggs and meat du jour plus BMs, Mims or Screws $5. $1.50
Bloody Marys, screwdrivers, Mimosas; Happy Hour 11am-8pm
$2  well or domestic beer Patio Bar open 5-close. Pick-up Beach
Volleyball games 5-?. $2.50 sirloin burger w/salad 5-9pm.
Karaoke with Michael D. 9pm

YARD DOG - Open Sundays 10am - 1am. Bloody
Marys or Screwdrivers $1.75 from 10am - 3pm.

.

.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20
#1 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Join Terry for Canasta. If you don’t know
how to play, we’ll be glad to teach you. For reservations and
directions, please call Terry at 577-2396.
#2 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 7:00 p.m. The Circle of Men is a support group that
helps you deal with yourself and your relationships with others.
For directions and reservations, please call Tom at 591-2828.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22
Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 7:00 pm. Join us for an evening of Dominoes,
“Mexican Train” to be more specific. Please call Karol at 744-
9017 for reservations and directions

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23
The Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Health Project is hosting
the LBT Health & Wellness Fair, “Access To All Of Us” from 10:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Registration for participants will ne mailed Oct.
11.  For more information contact Rowan,520-272-7836,  or
rowan@wingspan.org

Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Marv hosts Pinochle Night. If you don’t
know how to play, but would like to learn, this is the place. For
more information, please call Marv at 745-0304.

Tucson Prime Timers, Food & Drinks - 5:00 p.m., Woody’ s, 3710
N. Oracle Rd.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24
Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed) 12:30 pm join MSN for Brunch at the Tanque Verde
Guest Ranch. Lloyd hosts the popular, twice yearly event.
Reservations and $ for this event were due on 10/19. Contact
Lloyd for details at 792-8537.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 25
#1. Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Join us for the “putting out the Newsletter”
Night. For reservations and directions, please call Arlan at 323-
7414.
#2. Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 7:30 p.m. Join us for the MSN Premiere of “Latter
Days” (after Newsletter Night). For reservations and directions,
please call Arlan at 323-7414.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 26
#1 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 7:00 p.m. The Circle of Men is a support group that
helps you deal with yourself and your relationships with others.
For directions and reservations, please call Tom at 591-2828.
#2 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Join the men of MSN for an evening out at
Rainbow Planet Coffee House. This is a chance to have a cup of
coffee and chat with the men of MSN. For more information,
please contact Ray at 247-2716.

Tucson Prime Timers, Lunch - 12:30 p.m., The Wildcat House,
1800 N. Stone Ave.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 27
#1 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Join Richard and T. Jay for Canasta. If you
don’t know how to play, we’ll be glad to teach you. For
reservations and directions, please call Richard and T. Jay at
881-7919.
#2 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 7:00 p.m. The Circle of Men is a support group that
helps you deal with yourself and your relationships with others.
For directions and reservations, please call Tom at 591-2828.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28
Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Jim hosts Bridge Night. If you don’t know
how to play, they’ll teach you-and it’s a very relaxed atmosphere.
For reservations and directions, please call Jim at 790-8735.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29
Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Karol hosts Trivia Night. If you don’t know
how to play, we’ll teach you; it’s an easy game to pick up. For
more information, please call Karol at 744-9017.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30
TIHAN Volunteer Training today at St. Mark’s Presbyterian
Church, 3809 East 3rd Street from 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.

Community Forum on Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender
Aging Issues.  St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church, 3809 East 3rd

Street from 1:00 until 4:00 p.m.  A introduction to elder issues with
a special emphasis on financial and legal considerations of
importance for GLBT elders and their families.  Free.  For more
information or to register call Wingspan at 624-1779

Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Steve hosts Pinochle Night. If you don’t
know how to play, they’ll teach you-and it’s a very relaxed
atmosphere. For reservations and directions, please call Steve at
664-2076.

Tucson Prime Timers,   Food & Drinks,  5:00 p.m.,  Woody’s,
3710 Oracle Rd.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1
Tucson Prime Timers,   Lunch – 12:30 p.m.,   The Wildcat House,
1800 N. Stone Ave.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6
Tucson Prime Timers,   Food & Drinks- 5:00 p.m., Woody’s, 3710
N. Oracle Rd.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 8
Tucson Prime Timers,   Lunch – 12:30 p.m., The Wildcat House,
1800 N. Stone Ave.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13
Tucson Prime Timers,   Food & Drinks- 5:00 p.m., Woody’s, 3710
N. Oracle Rd.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 15
Tucson Prime Timers,   Lunch – 12:30 p.m., The Wildcat House,
1800 N. Stone Ave.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20
#1. Tucson Prime Timers,   Lunch/Business Meeting - Noon,
Home Town Buffet, 5101 N. Oracle Rd.

#2. Tucson Prime Timers,   Food & Drinks - 5:00 p.m., Woody’s,
3710 N. Oracle Rd.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 22
Tucson Prime Timers,   Lunch – 12:30 p.m., The Wildcat House,
1800 N. Stone Ave.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20

IBT’S - 9:00 p.m. the ‘DivaLicious’ hosted by the Queen of
Comedy Lucinda Holliday with special guests.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23

HOWL AT THE MOON - 7:00 P.M. Comedy Night with Rhett.
$5.00 at the door for the show only.  Then dancing from 8:30 p.m.
until 2:00 a.m.

WOODY’S - Saturday Party includes a Steak Bar-B-Que at 5:00
p.m., Live Jazz with Arthur Migliazza at 6:00 p.m. and Hot Go Go
Boys at 9:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24

IBT’S - Party  line-up includes Troy’s  Recovery Bar from 11:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. $1.75 Bloody Marys, Screwdrivers or Mimosas.
Karaoke Party with Michael  D. on the  patio from 4:30 to 7:30
p.m.,  Bar-B-Que / Beer Bust from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m.  7:30 p.m.
until 2:00 a.m. Dancing with DJ Mike Lopez.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31 - HALLOWEEN

IBT’S - Halloween with all the bells and whistles is planned here
but you’ll have to check their ad next week for the full details.  You
won’t be disappointed!

VENTURE-N - Halloween Party - Great Prizes.  Get your
costumes ready!

WOODY’S - Dave & Frank’s 1st Annual Masquerotic Halloween
and Costume Contest featuring DJ Michael Lopez 8:00 p.m. to
1:00 a.m.  Costume Contest hosted by Janee Starr (sign-up 9:00
p.m.): $150 Best Erotic Costume (must meet state liquor laws);
$15 Best scariest costume; $150 Best Original Costume.  NOTE:
Minimum six (6) contestants each category.  Contest starts at
11:00 p.m.

YARD DOG SALOON - The Tucson Knight Owls present their
Halloween Show “Witches and Bitches” plus a special Buffet from
7:00 to 8:00 p.m.$5.00 a plate.  Show st arts at 9:00 p[.m. - a
donation is requested since it is a benefit for TIHAN Christmas
dinners.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7

WOODY’S - 5TH Anniversary Party.  Watch for details.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 10

WOODY’S - “Boys Gone Wild” party 8:00 p.m. til close.
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DESERT PRIDE - Your store for Gay Pride and more!
611 N. Fourth Avenue, Tucson, AZ 85705  (Across from IBT’s, Next to Magpies.  Come See Us!)  (520)388-9829

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE 25¢ PER WORD, $5.00 MINIMUM

CLASSIFIED ADS WILL  NOT BE TAKEN BY PHONE

HALLELUJAH RECOVERY DRUG & ALCOHOL 12-
STEP. Every Thursday 5:30-6:30pm at Cornerstone
Fellowship, 2902 N. Geronimo. 622-4626.

SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE CLINIC provided
daily by the Pima County Health Department. Gay friendly.
Confidential. Treatment and Medication too! Any questions?
Call 624-8272

SOUTHERN ARIZONA AIDS FOUNDATION (SAAF),
375 S. EUCLID. Office Hours 8am to 5pm, Monday through
Friday. Direct services and emotional support for persons
with and affected by HIV. Anonymous HIV testing and
support groups available. Prevention education programs.
628-SAAF (7223). World wide web: http://www.saaf.org.
VOLUNTEERS WELCOME.

LESBIAN SUPPORT GROUP. Involving discussion,
support and activities. Designed to support each other. Meets
1st & 3rd Tuesday of each month from 6:30 to 8pm. Alternate
Saturdays the group meets for social activities. For info call
Dorian Easty. 882-7723 Facilitator.

P.F.L.A.G. - Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays - is a
support group available to anyone who has a son, daughter or
friend who is Gay. Call 575-8660 or write P.O. Box 36264,
Tucson, AZ 85740-6264. All replies confidential.

TUCSON GLBT AL-ANON GROUP meets Wednesdays at
7:00 p.m. at Wingspan, 300 E. 6th Street. Call 624-1779 for
more information.

YOUNG AND GAY?
GLBT Youth 23 and under, meet every Saturday in Tucson
for sharing, support and information. Meetings are held at
300 E. 6th Street from 3 to 4:30 pm. You are not alone. For
more info call Wingspan, 624-1779.

The TUCSON Chapter of PRIME TIMERS WORLDWIDE
invites Gay or Bisexual men  and  their admirers to join and
share Prime Timers fellowship. We  welcome mature men
(and admirers) who  wish to become involved with planned
and future Prime Timers (TPT) activities. Meetings
luncheons  and dinners  are held  monthly.  For dates, times
and information  call529-2269, leave  name and phone
number. Tucsonpt@primetimersww,org

TUCSON GAY INFORMATION AND REFERRAL
For Information on human service organizations, health and
mental health services, financial and government assistance,
emergency services such as food and shelter, education, etc.
Call Information and Referral 881-1794 - 8 am - 5 pm Mon.
- Fri.

AIDS HOTLINE - 326-AIDS. Hours M-F, 9:00 am to 10:00
pm. Information, counseling, HIV-related services, Tucson.

GAY OR BI-SEXUAL MEN in relationships with women.
Need friends you can talk to? Weekly support group meets
Wednesdays 6:30 - 8:00 pm. Licensed psychologist
facilitator. Call 745-6977 in Tucson for more information.
Strictly confidential.

WINGSPAN - Tucson’s Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual
Community Center, 300 E. 6th St., offers support groups /
info line / social events / library / meeting space. Volunteer
Opportunities. Board meetings every 2nd Thursday (open to
all), 6:00 p.m. Information 624-1779.

GREATER PHOENIX GAY & LESBIAN CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE (GPGLCC) P.O. BOX 2097, Phoenix, AZ
85001-2097. E-mail: webmaster@gpglcc.org or call
(602)225-8444.

SOURCES UNLIMITED, a Lesbian & Gay referral service.
Business and individual listings are free of charge. All
information available to anyone just simply by asking. 322-
5655. Leave message. TucsonSources@aol.com

GET NAKED with TNTucson MEN! We’re a social and
recreational club.  Have you ever longed to camp, swim, hike
or play with others who enjoy the same, dropping all the
masks and pretensions?  We;re for you!
TNTucsonMEN@nethere.com, P.O. Box 12176, Tucson
85792 or call 514-9894

INNER WISDOM - Try hypnotherapy for pain relief, past
life exploration and addiction release. Also available:
Spiritual Counseling and Dream Interpretation. 579-9020

BEARS OF THE OLD PUEBLO — a social club for bears
and bigger, more robust men (and of course, those who prefer
their company). For more info, Call the Bears Hotliine
(520)790-5775 or write P.O. Box 43910, Tucson, AZ
85733-3910 of visit our website at www.botop.com All are
welcome to our general meetings/potlucks on the 2nd Friday
of every month, 7pm at Sentinel Bldg. On the City of Tucson
Resource Campus, 310 N. Commerce Park Loop on Bonita
St. between St. Marys and Congress.

LESBIAN AND GAY AL-ANON - Affected by someone’s
drinking? Meeting every Tuesday 8:45 to 9:45 p.m. at
Lambda Center, 2940 E. Thomas, Phoenix. Ellie 581-8850
or Ronn 968-2384.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE GROUP - Outreach to Gay and
Lesbian people in Arizona. Meets monthly. Write to P.O.
Box 893, Phoenix, AZ 85001 or call Eddy Walters,
(602)371-1102

CRONIES SOCIAL GROUP. A Social group for Gay men
who enjoy the fellowship of their peers. Call Leo at 624-
6768.

T-SQUARES Lesbian and Gay square dance club meets
every Tuesday from 6:30-9:00 p.m. at Cornerstone
Fellowship Social Hall, 2902 N. Geronimo (near 1st Ave.
and Laguna). Open to All. Call Liz at 325-9466 or Ray at
749-5247.

LIGHTNING LIGHTING will provide lighting for AIDS
and related benefits at no charge. For more info call Adrienne
at 889-7298.

COME EXPLORE YOUR SPIRITUALITY! St. Philip’s in
the Hills Episcopal Church offers a variety of Gay and
Lesbian groups and services for the spiritually minded. Come
meet the Family! For more information call Debbie 579-9827
or David 323-7943.

LESBIAN/GAY WRITERS: Workshop at 7:00 p.m. third
Wednesday of every month. Read and critique current
projects. Network and support. For info call 325-4737.

DESERT VOICES, Tucson’s Gay & Lesbian Chorus. Want
to join? E-mail: www.desertvoices.org or call 791-9662 .

Join the LESBIAN & GAY PUBLIC AWARENESS
PROJECT. In Tucson write Awareness Project, 3661 N.
Campbell Ave. #365, Tucson, AZ 85719.

AA Meeting with HIV/AIDS focus, Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m.,
Wingspan Annex, 739 N. 4th Ave. All alcoholics welcome.

MEN’S SOCIAL NETWORK: Social organization for men
of all ages. Building an extended Gay family in Tucson.
Monthly social potluck gatherings the first Saturday of each
month and almost weekly social activities. Call 690-9565 for
information and a newsletter. Check the Non-Bar Calendar in
the Observer.

CARE TEAMS ARE AVAILABLE to offer support to
people living with HIV/AIDS. The Tucson Interfaith HIV/
AIDS Network offers trained, compassionate and committed
volunteers to provide services including friendly visits, light
housekeeping, assistance with meals, shopping, errands,
transportation and companionship for medical appointments,
and respite care for primary care givers. No judgement or
proselytizing - we are here to be of service. For information
call Scott at 299-6647.

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT SPORTS TEAMS and
updates on Gay Games 2002, contract TEAM ARIZONA at
their website: teamarizona.org

ARE YOU GAY OR BISEXUAL AND UNDER 21 YEARS
OF AGE? The Gay Young Men’s Project is now looking for
volunteers for the project. We need people who want to help
create a positive social change for young Gay men as well as
reduce the risk for HIV infection. For more information
please call 628-7223.

THE  MEN’S MASSAGE GROUP meets the 3rd Sunday of
each month. It is a good way to meet other men of all ages,
safely, and with the art of nurturing touch. There is a fee. You
must sign up in advance to participate. Call Marc at 881-
4582 for more information or sign up.

COMMUNITY BUSINESS ASSOCIATION (CBA),
Tucson’s Gay and Lesbian business networking group holds
regular meetings the third Thursday of every month. Call
615-6436 for more info.

TUCSON PRIDE, INC. (Formerly Tucson Lesbian and Gay
Alliance - TLGA) meets on the second Tuesday at 845 S.
Craycroft Road at 6pm. Tucson Pride events: Pride Week,
Gay West and OUToberFEST. Inquiries about support
groups and individual needs should be directed to Wingspan
and other local agencies listed here. For more information
call 622-3200 or visit the TPI website at
www.tucsonpride.com

LEARN TO BE A LISTENING FRIEND Unique Hospital
Volunteer Program teaches listening skills to Volunteers who
provide a safe/compassionate environment to at-risk
patients. Training every 6 weeks. 694-7063.

TUCSON INTERFAITH HIV/AIDS NETWORK (TIHAN),
a coalition of faith communities committed to a
compassionate response to HIV/AIDS, provides HIV
education in congregational settings, volunteer CareTeams
to support HIV+ persons, a referral network of HIV-
sensitive clergy, and interfaith services of healing and hope.
For more information call 299-6647.

ANONYMOUS HIV COUNSELING AND TESTING is
available through the Pima County Health Department at
sites throughout Tucson, Very Gay Friendly. For more
information or to make an appointment call 791-7676.

GRACE GROUP - CATHOLIC GAY/LESBIAN SUP-
PORT GROUP meets every 2nd and 4th Monday at 7:30
p.m. in the Madonna Hall at Saints Peter and Paul Catholic
Church, 1436 N. Campbell across from University Hospital.
For more info. Call Anabeli at 325-0892

SMART (Self Management And Recovery Training) a free
non-12-step self-help alternative for people working to
overcome addictive and other emotional problems meets in
Tucson Monday thru Thursdays at different locations. For
more information about SMART, contact Jennifer at 838-
3975.

AZdykes is a new email list for Lesbians living in Arizona.
For information mail tyan@theriver.com and request
guidelines.

OUTLOUD! Tucson’s premiere Local Lesbian and Gay
Radio Show, broadcast every Sunday from 7-8 pm on 91.3
FM, Community Radio KXCI.

THEATER / DINNER / ETC! Non-Smoking Lesbian
Network meets every 3rd Saturday night of each month. If
you’d like to meet women 35+ (flexible) and socialize in a
smoke-free environment 888-8010 before 10:00 p.m. The
group dines out and attends shows or movies. Now in their
16th year! (2nd in Tucson).

SOUTHERN  ARIZONA GENDER  ALLIANCE (SAGA).
The Southwest’s largest transgender and gender-variant
advocacy organization.  Speakers and panelists available.
General meetings monthly on the 1st Mondays at 7pm; Dezert
Girlz MTF Support) meets 2nd Mondays at 7pm; Dezert Boyz
(FTM Support) meets 3rd Tuesdays at 7pm.  Also serving
partners, youth, intersex, service providers and allies.  Call
(520)867-0083 for more info.

EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT GROUP FOR ALTERNA-
TIVE LIFESTYLES. Not a dating club. Discreet. Meetings
every Monday evening. Call for more info. APEX (Arizona
Power Exchange) 602-415-1123. 24-hr multi-choice
message including information, calendar and location.

ARIZONA AIDS POLICY ALLIANCE (AZAPA) seeks to
educate legislators and citizens about sound AIDS policy.
For more information write AZAPA, 6523 N. 14th St.,
#112, Phoenix, AZ 85014 or call 602-279-4805.

DESERT DOMINION, whose focus is providing
information and education for people interested in the
BDSM lifestyle, meets monthly for group discussion and
social events. Visit our web site http://
www.desertdominion.org or call (520)792-6424

SEXUAL ASSAULT SURVIVORS. Starting this Febru-
ary, the Tucson Rape crisis Center will be providing free
confidential group services for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender survivors of all manner of sexual assault.
Interested persons please call Mirto Stone, MSW, at 327-
1171 (if unavailable leave message with phone number.

AAPSP - ARIZONA ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC
SAFETY PROFESSIONALS: a confidential organization
committed to providing support and networking for all Gay,
Lesbian and Bisexual public safety professionals in
Arizona. Membership open to Law Enforcement Officers,
Firefighters, Probation, Parole and Corrections Officers
and civilians working within these agencies. Website:
AAPSP.org or e-mail: AAPSP@aol.com or call Dave
(520)745-9059 (Tucson) or Kim (602)534-6219 (Phoenix)

GLSEN - Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network
meets first Thursday of every month at 4:30pm at
Wingspan, 300 E. 6th Street. 743-4800.

TUCSON CATHOLIC GAY & LESBIAN FAMILY
MINISTRY. Currently meeting the 4th Monday of every
month at SS Peter & Paul Church, Madonna Hall 7:30 p.m.
to 9:00 p.m. Fr. Fiedler in attendance every meeting and
willing to speak one on one. Reaching out to Parents and
Families. For more info call Doc or Barbara 293-6624.

SAA (Sex Addicts Anonymous) has 5 meetings a week in
Tucson. People who wish to stop their compulsive sexual
behavior, please call (520) 745-0775 for current
information.

TUCSON GREATER SOFTBALL ASSOCIATION.
Interested? Call Kelly Quinn, (520)906-0669 and or Mona
Garcia 256-8728.

LUTHERANS CONCERNED — Tucson chapter for Gay/
Lesbian  Lutherans meets 3rd Sunday, 6:30 p.m. each
month at Santa Cruz Lutheran Church, 6809 S. Cardinal
Ave. For information visit www.lctucson.org write: LC,
7014 E. Golf Links Road, PMB 212, Tucson, AZ 85730.

ABUSIVE RELATIONSHIPS: Confidential individual or
group support for Gay, Bisexual or Trans men who are
victims/survivors of domestic violence. For more
information call 624-0348 (24-hour line)

REVEILLE GAY MEN’S CHORUS rehearses Tuesdays
7-10pm at MCC Church, 3269 N. Mountain. Have any
history/ experience singing? Join us!! Call 617-3100 for
more info.

“OUT ON THE TRAILS - EQUESTRIAN FUN!”
Rider Club forming. Looking for women and men to ride
together on the trails of Southern Arizona. Must have own
horse, truck and trailer. For more info write: “Out On The
Trails” P.O. Box 44045, Tucson, AZ 85733-4045
LIKE TO READ?
The Guys Book Club (TGBC) invites new members to join
them. The group meets once a month, on the 3rd Monday of
every month at 6:30 p.m. at Magpie’s Pizza on 4th Avenue
to discuss the Gay-themed book read by members the
previous month.

THE MAN TO MAN Social/erotic education club is the
tantric men’s group that offers passionate friendships, fun
activities and sex education. Marc 881-4582

GLBT Buddhist meditation group meets Sundays from 9:30
- 11:00 a.m. at the Wingspan annex space, 739 N. 4th Ave.
Please be willing to sit for two twenty minute sessions in
silence. All are welcome.

LGBT SUPPORT GROUP FOR VICTIM/SURVIVORS
OF Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, Hate Crimes, Bias
Acts, Harassment.  Call Lori at Wingspan, 624-1779, ext.
20.  Services are free.

NEW TUCSON SOBRIETY SUPPORT GROUP.  Secular
Organizations for Sobriety - Sundays 8:00 - 9:30 p.m. at
739 N. 4th Avenue.  Contacts Rick R. 520-792-2604 or Gary
S. 520-323-1969.  More information at
www.secularhumanism.org/sos/  This group is an
alternative to 12-step programs.

MEN’S KINK DISCUSSION GROUP (Open to all who
identify as male and are 18 or older) meets 2nd Tuesday of
the month,  7:00 p.m. at Desert Dominion, 3843 E. 37th

Street, Tucson, AZ.  (Map available at
www.desertdominion,org) For those who are kinky or just
curious. No fee, contributions are appreciated, but not
required.

FREE Century 21 Heritage Client Match™.  WOW! That’s
what my clients are saying my exclusive computerized
matching service. We match needs of Tenants, Landlords,
Roommates, Buyers, and Sellers for Free. Includes Free
Advertising.  It is my way of saying thank you to the GLBT
community and our friends of the community.  Privacy
Guaranteed. First Come, First Served.  Del Sutton The
Spirit of Enthusiasm, Manager, Graduate of the
REALTOR® Institute, Certified Residential Specialist.
info@masterconsultants.net   Each Office is Independently
Owned and Operated

Private entrance, $325 mo, incl. utilities, Nurturing

environment, Central, Clean.  **Optional meal plan

available** 200465. Del Sutton CRS REALTOR®, Century

21 Heritage, 520 622-HOME (4611) 1055..

Brick duplex, private backyard surrounded with greenery and

near colleges and hospitals. Central Call NOW. May be better

then renting.   Below $200,000.  Del Sutton CRS REALTOR®,

Century 21 Heritage. 520 622-HOME (4611) 1055..

Clean brick home on 1/4 acre lot with unobstructed mountain

views and huge walled yard. Extra wide covered porch.

Kitchen & baths professionally upgraded w/new cabinets &

tile! Separate laundry room off garage. Lots of ceramic tile!

Appliances included.  Del Sutton CRS REALTOR®, Century

21 Heritage.  520 622-HOME (4611) 1055..

3 ROOM STUDIO IN ARMORY PARK. $325/mo.  465-

1165. 1055..

Body worker wanted, share office space, integrative health

practice, team of 2 acupuncturists & one psychotherapist, 10-

15 Hours per week @ the beautiful Ronstadt House, 1 year

lease required, fee under $200. mo, furnished tastefully,

“Healing Environment”.  Del Sutton CRS REALTOR®.

Century 21 Heritage, 520 622-HOME (4611) 1055..

DO YOUR NAILS TALK TO YOU AT NIGHT?  Let me

translate: pedicure.... manicure... acrylics... please take care of

us!  Now through Oct. 16th $5 off pedicures, manicures and

acrylics.  All October: FREE hydrating mask and paraffin with

regularly priced pedicure; & FREE exfoliating scrub with

regularly priced manicure.  Be the envy of the party - Awesome

Halloween nail art available all month.  Call Janet 808-7355.

Nail Huetopia in Ahead of Style Hair & Nail Salon, 624-8400.

1055..

SENSUOUS, EROTIC MEN’S FULL-BODY MASSAGE.

EIGHT YEARS Experience.  Satisfaction guaranteed.

Tucsons’$ Be$t Deal. $40/hour.  Evenings and Weekends

Only.  John, 327-3135. 1055..

KNEADING TENSE SORE MUSCLES in  relaxed central

location.  Nurturing, stress relief body rub.  Affordable. 326-

8226 1055..

RELAX WITH A FULL-BODY MASSAGE FOR MEN IN A

PRIVATE STUDIO on the West Side.  Call Ralph, 883-7496.

1061

FULL BODY SWEDISH MASSAGE FOR MEN.  Best rates

in Tucson!   Speedway and Swan area.  IN and OUT calls.  7

days. , 548-6314 1058

SACRED HEALING TOUCH.  Be smoothed, touched and

nurtured by strong, yet gentle hands.  In & Out, Days &

Evenings, sometimes at a  moment’s notice.  Call Glen, CMT

907-2551 for the touch you so richly deserve.  Experienced,

intuitive, athletic and kind. 1065

ENJOY A NICE TOUCH.  Attractive man offers a sensuous,

relaxing massage.  10am - 8p.m.  745-0231 1060

COMPUTERS EXTRAORDINAIRE: Your old system giving

you trouble?  Upgrade it for a reasonable price, or allow us to

tailor make a system just for you.  For home or business, we

come to you with friendly, quality installation, instruction and

service.  Call Carl today @ 977-2572 and get a free quote!

1060

BASIC THAI, DEEP TISSUE OR RELAXING MASSAGE

by a trained, caring male. .  Often at a moments notice. First

Time Discount! (520) 730-7966. 1076

TENSE?  STRESSED OUT? Relax for an hour with a full body

rub by Frank.  Private studio, off-street parking.  548-7019

days, evenings. 1061

HAVE  A TERRIFIC  TANTRIC  MASSAGE.  Enjoy the

quality of 22 years professional experience. The longest

existing massage Observer ad.. Call Marc-881-4582 from 8 to

6 p.m. 1058

 ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS

Let me keep your clothes fitting properly and in good repair.

Experienced -- Economical -- Prompt.  Merle Hudson,

(520)888-7264 in Tucson. 1060

  Details

No Job Too Small...Free Estimates

Mike & Steve
Weekly
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   Our Name Says It All
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BEST 
MUSICAL
WINNER! 

8 TONY AWARDS
2003

16-year-old Tracy Turnblad
has a dream as big as her hair.

Can she get the guy and 
still have time to change the world?

BEST 
MUSICAL
WINNER! 

8 TONY AWARDS
2003

®

ORIGINAL BROADWAY 
C A S T  R E C O R D I N G
IN STORES NOW

Broadway Series Sponsor

Opens Next Week forTwo Weeks Only! • OCTOBER 26 - NOVEMBER 6
UA Centennial Hall • Call 621-3341 • www.uapresents.org

 STUDENT TICKETS FROM $14.50 • Groups of 20+ call 621-8825 • TTY 626-3980

HAIRSPRAY  Book by Mark O’Donnell   Thomas Meehan  Music  by Marc Shaiman  Lyrics by Scott Wittman   Marc Shaiman
Based upon the New Line Cinema film written and directed by John Waters  Starring Keala Settle and John Pinette  Choreography by Jerry Mitchell  Direction by  Jack O’Brien


