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‘Make Your Family Count’

GLBT Visibility In 2000 Census Urged

WASHINGTON, DC - The Instituic for
Gay and Lesbian Strategic Studics (IGLSS)
and the Policy Institutc of the National Gay
and Lesbian Task Force (NGLTF) an-
nounced “Make Your Family Count,” a
national public cducation campaign aimed
at encouraging same-sex couples within the
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgendered
(GLBT) communitics 1o be counted in the
U.S. Census. IGLSS and the NGLTF Policy
Institute arc the nation’s two largest GLBT
think-tanks.

“This campaign has onc simple

_message: Our familics exist and we must be

counted,” siid Paula Ettelbrick, Family
Policy Dircctor of the National Gay and
Lesbian Task Force Policy Institute. “The
U.S. Census tracks changes in American
family structurcs. Over the last ten ycars
our community has had a major impact in
changing family policics, from domestic
partnership to sccond parent adoption. t's
time that we include our familics in the
official count.”

The “Make Your Family Count™
campaign is secking donated ad space and
air time from media outlets with large

© GLBT audicnces. Thc campaign urges

same-sex couples living in the same house-
hold 1o mark the (EUnmarricd Partners’
oplion when asked 1o describe their rela-
tionships. The fortns will be mailed to cvery
houschold in the United States in March
and April. The campaign has also launched
a website, http://www.WcCount.org, with
inforiation about the Census and guidance
1o GLBT couples on answering the Census
forms.

“The Census will provide us with
a gold minc of information. We will have a
statistical picture of samc-sex houscholds
by racial composition, where they live, and
how many children they have,” said Dr.
Lee Badgett, Director of the Institute for
Gay and Lesbian Strategic Studies. “The
Census tracks changes in familics in the
U.S. Our familics deserve to be counted so
that thc full diversity of the American
family can be reflected and presented to

“policy makers.”

“All public policy flows from the
U.S. Census,” Ettclbrick explained. “IFwe
are not counted, we losc out on federal
funding for rescarch, funding for commu-
nity scrvices and passage and implementa-
tion of laws that bencfit our community.

‘We also sacrifice important opportunitics .

for morc equitable political representation
of our community.”

Ettclbrick added that information
collected by the Census will lay the statisti-
cal foundation critical in demonstrating the
nced for domestic panincrship benclfits,
funding for community scrvices, and pas-
sage of policics that reflect the needs of
GLBT familics and their children. “While
Icgislation in states like Vermont, New
Hampshirc and Massachuselts has moved
in our favor, we arc sccing a definite back-
fash 1o our ciforts through passage of laws
blocking marriage and adoplion in other
states like Utah, California and Arkinsas,”
said Ettelbrick. “The Census count will
allow us to break through the rhictoric and
show dispassionately that hundreds of
thousands of samc-sex couples alrcady
sharc committed rclationships and arc
raising children. These familics néed the
same resources and rccognition as any other
family.”

In 1990, the catcgory of “unmar-
ricd partner”™ first appearcd on the census
form. Approximately 150,000 houscholds
sclf-reported as samc-sex unmarried part-
ners - a severe undercount compounded by
the U.S. Census Burcau’s disqualification
of same-sex couples who marked “spousc™
to describe their relationship.

According to Badgett, the Burcau
considered such a responsc to be a mistake
because it is Iegally impossible for same-sex
couples to mamry. “This ycar, the Census
Burcau has indicated that it will simply
re-calcgorize the answers from “spouse™ lo
“unmarricd partner” so that the data is not
lost,” said Badgent.

According to the 1990 Census, 75
percent of Amcrican families no longer
reflect traditional definitions of familics,
consisting of a marricd heterosexual couple
with children under 18. Unmarricd couples
compriscd approximatcly 4.5 million fami-
lics, a 400 pcreent increase since 1970,
This figurc reflects the rapidly changing
family unit.

To datc the Census Burcau has not
included a qucstion about sexual orienta-
tion. Gay, Lesbian, Biscxual and Trans-
gendered people not living with somconc of
the same sex whom they consider to be an
unmarricd partner will not be visibly count-
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Fracas At Orange, CA School Board

ORANGE, CA (NP) - It may have appcared
there wis some resolution in the contro-
versy over a Gay-Straight Alliance (GSA)
Club forming a1 E1 Modena High School in
Orange, California: the club had won a
federal court injunction and had begun to
hold mcctings, despite protest in the com-
munity from both local residents and visi-
tors from Utah.

But whatever peace there was, was
shattered as the Orange Unificd School
District Board held its regular mccling on
March Y and a protest turned bricfly physi-
cal. .

) " - Some thinty masked demonstrators
wearing black stood quictly at the back of
the room through the carly part of the
mecting, onc of tlicin carrying a sign rcad-
ing, “Anarchist and Gay Pridc.” But when
Donna Sigalas, a parent who has been an
outspoken lcadcr in opposing the fonnation
of the GSA for about scven months, took,
the microphone and began another speech
against it, at least two of the masked group
rushed forward and tricd to take the mike
away from her. [Ed. note: At previous
public scssions, Sigalas has charged that
Gays and Lesbians arc on a mission lo
infiltratc schools. *It’s aboul a national
organization wanting to sct up clubs

throughout Orange Unified and Orange
County,” she said. “This is about a group
wanting to change the mind-sct ol human-
ity.”] A principal and a district administra-
tor moved 1o intervenc. The would-be cen-
sors [led the scene, followed by the rcst of
the masked group. but not before lcaving
the administrator with a deep scratch on the
wrist and the principal with a bitc on the
arm. Several adults attempted to block the
flecing protesiers without success. Board
president Linda Davis adjourncd the mecet-
ing immcdiately. There were no arrests.

There has been no indication that
any of the masked protesters were involved,
but the “Los Angeles Times™ rcported
carlicr on the day of the mecting that some
30 students from Villa Park High School
had formcd an organization in Dceember
specifically to challenge the Orange school
board on a number of issues, scveril relat-
ing 1o El Modena’s Gay-Straight Alliance.
That group had given the “Times™ no indi-
cation that it planned any actions other than
writing letters to and talking with school
board members, and had said its spokesper-
son Christopher Koontz would raise its
concerns al thc March 9 board mecting.
The group wanted the board to drop ils
opposition to the El Modena GSA; 1o ques-

CONTINUED ON PAGE EIGHTEEN

G/L Harassment In

Military Increases,

According To Report

WASHINGTON, DC (NP) - The military
walchdog’s annual rcview shows more of
the same and much worse for Gay & Les-
bian servicemembers, while the parenis of
a slain soldicr take the Army to court.

The Servicemembers Legal De-
fensc Network (SLDN), the watchdog
group founded to aid those hanined by the
so-called “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy on’
military scrvice by Gays and Lesbians, on
March 9 released its sixth annual report,
“Conduct Unbecoming.” In conjunction
with the release of the 75-page report, the
mother and stepfather of Gay-bashing
murder victim Privatc First Class Barry
Winchell announced thcy arc filing a
wrongful death lawsuit against the U.S.
Army. Without having had an opportunity
to review “Conduct Unbecoming,” Depart-
ment of Defense spokespeople denicd the
thrust of the report while lacking any re-
cords of their own to support their claims;
the White House expects 1o scc “substan-

.tial” improvement this ycar; and both pro-

miscd to follow up on any information

provided by SLDN specific enough for
them 1o do so. The policy is highly political
this ycar, as Republican Presidential hope-
ful Texas Governor George W. Bush sup-
ports it whilc Democratic Presidential
hopeful Vice President Al Gore belicves
Gays and Lesbians should be allowed to
serve openly in the military. .

GOOD NEWS?

SLDN'’s rcport finds that “witch
hunts, physical abuse by investigators, and
criminal prosccutions of Lesbian, Gay and
bisexual servicemembers have all sub-
sided,” but adds that, “thesc successcs
reflcct the low bascline used to measure
sucoess and have required constant pressure
from SLDN to achieve.” SLDN’s recom-
mendations arc not substantially different
than they have been since its first repont,
and while they are detailed and cover a
range of topics, most importantly they call
for accountability and consequences for

CONTINUED ON PAGE TEN

L




PAGE TWO

HARCH15 2000

UPDATE

Tomer To Be Honored
By Social Workers
Group

TUCSON - Lavina E, Tomer, founder of
thc Wingspan Domestic Violence Project,
will be honored as “Citizen of the Year™ by
the National Association of Social Workers,
Arizona, Branch 2, a1 a Juncheon, Friday,
March 31,
Hotcl.

Lavina’s vision of providing rc- F
sources, support and cducation for vic-

tims/survivors of domestic violence in the
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgendcer
(LGBT) communitics came {o fruition in

1993, when she founded the Wingspan K

Domestic Violence Project (WDVP). Prior

to this time, no Tucson domestic violence E:
agency provided specific scrvices in the

LGBT communitics. Likcwisc. no agency

in the Tucson LGBT communitics provided §
domestic violence services. Under Lavina’s
organization 1o onc with an exccutive direc- £
tor and three staff mmembers. Through her E

11:30 a.m., at the Viscount

restaurants, night clubs and bars, plus the
10,000 individual contestants participating
across North America. Mr. Ralph Frank-
lin, who finishcd sccond, also had the
overall number two score. The other three
of the top five scorcs finished in the top

NTN is a satellite scrvice, offcring
a wide range of games dealing with many
topics, ranging from sporis to politics fo
current cvents to music. Woody's offcrs
NTN scven days a week but on Tucsday's
and Thursday’s is ~Trivia Night,” where
the winning score of a game, from 7:00
P.M. to close, can win a “fabulous prize.”

So if'you're not ready to give “your
final answer,” stop by and try NTN out.

IN MEMORIAM

steady and tirclss cfforts, Tucson is now Ex

home to onc of the most respected and
innovative domeslic violence programs in
the country. This award is not only a re-
flection of Lavina’s hard work, but also isa

rchlection of the concern and support of )

Tucson’s justice-making communitics.

Wingspan Domestic  Violence
Project is located in the Wingspan Commu-
nity Center, 300 East Sixth Street. The
Project providces free, confidential services,
including a 24-hour hotline, weekly support
groups, sheller services, urban and rural

outreach and education and distribution of .

cducational matcrial. Information and
scrvices arc available by calling (520) 624-
(1348. IFyou nced to talk or have questions
about your rclationships, pleasc call. Love
shouldn’t hurt.

~ Tempe Mayor Re-
Elected

TEMPE - On Tucsday, March 14, 21% of

regisiered volers went to the polis to sclect
a Mayor and three Council seats in the

city’s primary clection.

In the Mayor’s race, by a 70%
margin, volers re-clected the openly-Gay
incumbent, Neil Giuliano to a fourth, two-
year term.

Votlers will go to the polls 1o select
three City Councilmembers, since no candi-
datc got a majority of votcs in thc non-
nartisan, primary clection.

Woody’s Hit #1
At NTN Trivia

TUCSON - Woody’s, located at 3710 N,
Orucle, Tucson’s only Gay iind Lesbian bar
which offers NTN satellite trivia, pulled off
a rarity during onc of the NTN games
playcd this past week.

On Thursday, March 9, during
NTN’s current events trivia game, “Abuscd
News,” the bar had the #1 individual, by

JONATHAN GEORGE TAIZ
6/15/1957 - 37172000

Forty-two years of age. He is
remembered for his unmatched kindness
and purity of hcart, his stunning artist
talents, his charismatic appeal to children,
his special bond with animals, his fricnd;
ships with the people of the Hopi, Brazil
and the Gay community. .

“The Life of a man is a circle, and
so it is like cverything where the sacred
power moves. We dance in the circle that
never ends, the good path of the soul. Jon,
now you arc onc with spirit.” - Eddic G.

Informing the Community
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'LEE RIDINGER
6/6/1943 - 31972000

The community fost a good fricnd
with the passing of Lee Ridinger, in March
9. Afler an extensive surgery, Lee sul]’crcd
a fatal heart attack which took him from us.
He was 56.

A long time member of Tucson’s

_ Gay community, Lee was very active in .

fund raiscrs, clubs and causes throughout
the year. A past president of TKO, he was
also a founding mcmber of TALL, and
manager of Tufl Stul 11, at the Venture-N.
He was a man of many talents, as he was
cmployed in a varicty of professions fromn
florist to microchip asscmbler.

Lee’s wonderful smile, wild sense
of humor, and his kind, gentle heart will be
greatly misscd by the many friends in Tuc-

* son and Phocenix that loved him.,

You will now laugh with the an-
gels, Lee. Although we will miss you so,
we know you are in a greater place now. No
memorial service is pending, instcad, he
asked that he be cremated and his ashes
scattered in the descrt.

With alf our love to our “best fri-
cnd,” Lec Ridinger.

“FRIENDS"

Remember our fricndship always,
Never let it pass,

They way it all began

They way it went so fast.

Until another time

When peace has passed us by,
And war and hate arc gonc
And love rules on and on.
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St. Patrick’s Day Party

-Friday, March 17th 5:30 til ? |

~ Drink specuals,andvv |
Rodgers Co'rned Beef-N-Cabbage |

C.D. Release Party
Saturday, March 18th, 10:00 pm
- Special appearance by

- Musty Chiffon .

Performing songs from her new.cd
With giveaways of her CD, music videos,
And “Reel Gay” Vldeos

Sunday March 19th Llne up

5:30 - 8: 00 pm
Benefi t BBQ & 160z Beerbust
To benefit PFLAG

4:30 = 7:30 N

~ Karaoke on the patio with Billy Dee
- "Tucsons Best Sunday On The Patio’

 9:00 pm .
@ Fundraiser Show for Phaedra
Candidate for Miss Gay Cosmopolitan
Featuring Lucinda Holliday, Bunny FuFu, | ,
Deora Le Blanc; Shaundnanna Stella Virgin

Live Jazz And Tea Dance
Friday 6 — 9 pm on the patio
With Susan and Tracy
And Bucky's Buffet_

The Girlie Show
~ Wednesday, March 22nd, 9 pm
Hosted by Lucinda Holliday

Featuring: Ajia Simone, Mr Kenneth Blake,
And Patsy La Crmx :

@ Perfect weather for

“Underwear Thursday’s
9:00 pm — close

Happy Hour Prices for those in their undies

Coming Events

4th Avenue Street Fair & IBT's BXC,USi\re'.ShOWS
March 24th, 25th, 26th

'MPS Easter Benefit Show
April 22nd

PAGE. THREE
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Local Gay and Lesbian activists
will be honoring Stalc Representative Her-
schelia Horton, D-Tucson, for her work in
the Arizona Legislature.

Representative Horton, in office
since 1994, led many courageous fights for
Gays, Lesbians and people living with
HIV/AIDS in the legislaure:

Herschella introduced and cospon-
sored legislation to: creatc an HIV pilot
cducation program, to tcach the statc’s
futurc about HIV/AIDS, and cnding limita-
tions what can be said about the discasc in
public schools. Her cfforts have been
thwarted by (he conscrvative Republicans in
the Housc leadership, even despite the
highest HIV infection rates arc now coming
from youths, ages 15 to 24.

Horton fought valiantly against the
ciforts of, medical lobbyists and conscrva-
tive Republicans, to strip away the rights of
those living with HIV/AIDS, or wanting to
be fested for the discase. She helped 1o
protcet the tenants of the Omnibus AIDS

Act, passed in 1990,
She took charge of the floor fight

in 1998 against a bill that would have
sequired the reporting in a paticnt’s medi-

=
s
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It’s Time To Do More
For This Friend Of The Gay Community

cal record of getting an HIV test and ending
the pretest counscling.

The Tucson represcntative helped
to kill a measurc that would have required
medical reconds being turned over to a third
party, if the third party had been bled on, or
had uids from a victim get on their per-
SOnage.

She fought for Governor Hull’s
proposal of $1.7-million, for the statc’s
AIDS Drug Assistance Program, in the
1999-2000 budget.

Horton has been a constant sup-
poricr of the Southern Arivona AIDS Foun-
dation (SAAF), and the AIDS Scrvice Orga-
niztion’s prior to the formation of SAAF.
Not with lip scrvice, by participating in
ovents and raising moncy. Always there to
participate in the annual AIDS Walk.

In 1997, Herschelia helped to get
the state’s Hate Crimes Act passed in the
House, during a latc-night battlc on the
Housc {loor.

Horton has tricd to amend the
language in Arizona’s domestic violcnce
laws 1o include samc-sex couples, again
thwirted by the radical right, and more
recently by the trial lawyer’s lobby.

She has been a constant cosponsor
of legislation 1o repeal Arizona's archaic,
bluc faws, including thc cohabitation and
sodomy statutes.

Hersclicita helped to Iead the batile
against the ultra conscrvativc Representa-
tive, Karen Johuson, R-Mcsa, cfTorts to kill
the City of Tucson’s, and Pima County
government’s cxicasion of benefits, 1o the
domecstic partners of their employces.

1%‘5 PIINESS

St. Patrick’s Day

~ Celebration
Friday, March 17tk

5 Draft Cups 50¢ Qon-124nm
Drink Specials

Corned Beef & Cab

Giveaways

5:30 ¢ill g0

age

Mus:c‘ ‘wlth 07 Hl!{ 9-C1

1 v»..‘)'.'

;i/Vb (leer
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Mom lhzm lcgnslalm: cfforts,
Herschella Horton has been there for the
Tucson Gay, Lesbian, Biscxual, Trans-
gender and HIV/AIDS community.

She has participated and spoke at
the community's vigils, marches, rallics,
and bencfits. Horton always attends Tuc-
son’s Pride cvents, both in June and Oclo-
ber, and not just for the votces, but to meet
with people, from her district and from
outside, since she doesn't take the “ficf-
dom” attitude, every Arizonan is a constity-
ent to her.

Herschella Horton is a refreshing
individual scrving in the Arizona Housc of
Representatives but the “clock has struck
midnight™ for her, lh:mks lo term limits. -

Arizona volers approved a limit to
how many terms a person can serve in
cither the state Housc or Scnate. Tlie logic
was 1o get rid of the “Karen Johnson’s™ of
the legislature, but as usual it B0CS anTy,
cspecially in the casc for Herschiclla Horton.

With her last term in the Housc
cnding this year, Horton is running for
another ofTice.

Not the State Scnate. She’s isn't
thinking of a promotion,

Hortan’s thinking of protecting the
rights of Arizona’s consumers and is run-
ning for onc of the scats on the Arizona

Corporation Lommlssmn (ACC) up for
clection this year.

With the presidential and congres-
sional clections, controversial initiatives
and the clection for the ali 90 scats in the
Arizona Legislature, all on this ycar’s
ballat, the race for the two ACC scats will
probably not be at the top of the voters list

- of prioritics, on thie crowded ballot. -~

That’s unfortunate, since the ACC
protects the rights of consumers from:
higher tcleplione bills, paying morc for
clectricity and gas, just to name a few du-
tics of the post.

Three Republicans currently sit on
the Cotnmission, and lor the past few years,
Arizona has had nothing but turmoil from
them, especially in the dercgulation of the
utility companies in Arizona. We've cven
had one Commission member, Tony West,
thrown out of office for being incligible to
scrve, '

Too much turmoil. it’s time for a
change.

Instead of just honoring Herschella
Horton for her legislative clforts, it's time
lo do more.

When the Arizona Legislaturc is
oul ‘ol scssion, nmuke a donation to her

: camp.ugn IAn/onn law forbids legislators
- lrom-raising moncy for 1heir’ campmg,n

RS

2900 East Broadway Blvd

Tz;cso‘n

. when the Legislature is in session.|

Give time for her cfforts, volun-

- teering for- her campaign, 1o become a

member of the Arizona Corpomnon. and
most importantly:

Votc for her, in.both the primary
and most importantly, the general clection.

Herschella Horton has been a

fricnd to the conununity. - Fighting the
noble fight, cven when the causc has been
lost. It's time to do morce for this friend to
the community. ...

So it gocs for now kids!
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BY G.W. HARDIN
Throughout history, Gay men and

“women have scrved (o uplift humanity by
stirring the stew of spirituality. In the days

of the English court when the ncw power 1o

the throne outlawed the fop along with
homosexualily, the court jester rose in
prominence. The jester managed fo get
away with outrageous actions and spcech
for which others at court most certainly
would have lost their heads. Some Gay
historians consider the jester to be the
precursor to today’s drag queen.

Like thc Navajo sacred clowns,
Gays havc consisiently pointed out the
foibles and shortcomings of humanity from
a spirifual perspective. 1 belicve this to be
our sacred duty. And where better to find
this acted out today than on tclevision?
Now, we're nof talking about the Gay coun-
terpart to Jerry Falwell or Pat Robertson.
Quilc to the contrary, we arc lalking abont
countcring the sublime with the ridicufous.
Granted, we could debate which is the more
ridiculous, but let me try to illustrate this
Divine Comedy which 1 belicve is so inher-
ently Gay.

Next to the Saturday Market in
Portland, Orcegon, there used to snuggle a
shrinc | adored. It bore the name “The
Church of Elvis.” Little more than a win-
dowcd front on a side street, one could drop
a quarter into a slot, whilc standing in the
rain, and gel onc’s fortune flashed on an
obsolete computer screen. Or if you were in
a more scrious mood, you could drop more
coins for an astrology reading or a song
from “The King.” A faded picture of Elvis
covered mosi of the window along with
sayings, autographs and wrinkling Polar-
oids of tourists in Elvis drag. Hcll, people
cven got married here. Really, This Shrine
of the Ridiculous was an uncxpected source
of inspiration to many, including onc of the
more well known street people, affection-
atcly labeled “Elvis,” who played a card-
board cutout of a guitar while singing,
“You Ain’t Nothin® but a Hound Dog.” He
was renowned as onc of the finest air gui-
tarists in the region.

Crowds would gather around this

amusing character, clap their hands, cven -

join in the singing as his cardboard guitar
twanged 10 the point of alinost entering
cardboard heaven. Once day, a well-wisher
toak pily on Street Elvis' tattered cardboard
guitar, and dared to give him a nice stecl
guitar with a portable amp. That, as they
say, was the end of that — well, Street Elvis.
Few admircs dropped coins into his hat any
longer, usually because their fingers were
stuck in their collective cars. He had played
air guitar way better than he played steel
guitar. So why had this been one of the
morc popular tourist traps in Portland?

1 think I stumbled onto the answer
lag-month whilc spending a few days
mildewing in Scattle. Friends had invited
mc to stay at their place, warning me in
advance Tucsdays was “Will & Grace”
party night. It wasn't the Julia Childs proté-
g¢ in the kitchen who lefl me spelibound,
nor was it thc arriving devolecs blessed
with glasses of wine which could have been
sold as a down payment for a small car.
True, the stuffed ftalian chicken breasts
were close to a spirituit! experience, and the
merlot was to dic for - who carcd il you
went to heaven or clsewhere? What really
lcht me spelibound, was the gennine kinship
these different people had for onc another.
I watched as stock tips bounced between
thosc who dabbled in the stock market,
purposcly intcrrupted by “Auntic Yannic,”
(ak.a. Jan — pronounced “yawn” — the
quecn of the panty who had arrived in his
~ business suit, complaining the whole time
he hadn’t had time to go home to get into
high hecls). Of course, the womenfolk sided

“Will and

And The Church Of Elvis

with Auntic Yannic in trying to get the
guys 10 drop their litany of stock tips for
some hot tips on the latest in relationships.
It was then | realized not everyone at this
party was Gay, In fact, it took a few whis-
pered questions to my hosts before [ found
out how many straight mcn and womcen
were so intimately entwined in this soircc.

As*Will & Gracc” flashed on the
TV, various factions cheered for their fa-
vorite character. Oddly enough, the straighit
guys scemed to like Jack (the Queen of the
May) whilc Auntic Yannic hissed sharp
criticism for Jack’s - how shall we put it ~
“taste.” During the commercial break, two
Gay dads, onc who had a straight son, the
other a straight daughter, exchanged infor-
mation on how their kids were doing. Usu-
ally, the tcens aftended the party afong with
their dads. Howcever, the kids were out on 4
date ... with cach other. Truthfully, [ con-
sidered yanking the plug on the TV at that
point so I could hear better.

Folks, this wasn’t a party 1 was

DEL[;E[;:

*

attending, it was church. Yeah, church. It's
joy reminded me of the Church of Elvis.’
Here, people cared about one another,
helped onc another, had a communion fcast
with onc another, respecied onc another no
malter what walk of life they trekked.
Hanging over the back of my chair in disbe-
licf, § couldn’t help but feel a time-honored
tradition was being lived out beforc me.
Spirituality, as we know i, is being chal-
lenged by folks like these, playing a spiri-
tual air guitar. The music is sublime, and it
touches the soul more than I carc to admit.
Plcase, please, don’t anyonc buy these
people steel guitars to play out their lives
on. For this is exactly what this world
needs: A new spm(uahly for a new world, -
in which all or any are welcome.

|G.W. Hardin is a New York
Times best-sclling author of The Mcssen-
gers and On the Wings of Heaven. Well
known for his truc storics aboul the strange-
ly wonderful, he strives to bring forth infor-
mation which will take us toward a better a
world. He resides in Missoula, Montana. |

VENTUREN
1239 N 6TH Ave
(520) 882-8224
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‘When You Bid Upon A
Star’, March 23

¥ TUCSON - The Committce on Lesbian,

Gay, Biscxual (LGB) Studies and the Wo-
men’s Studics Department at the University
of Arizona arc hosting a joint fund raising
cvent, March 23.

“When You Bid Upon a Star” isa
combination rollicking dance party/auction,
featuring appearances by lesbian perfor-
mance artists Holly Hughes and Marga
Gomez (both in town for performances at
Centennial Hall).

“When You Bid Upon a Star...”
features music by rock/blucs combo Belly
Diamond (featuring guitar genius Mitzi
Cowecll and singing powcrhousc Rebecea
Horton), and an array of fabulous auction
items, including the grand prize: brunch
with Huglics and Gomez!

The cvemt will inaugurate the
Hotel Congress’ new party venue, the

Lounge (across from the hair salon in the

SW corner of the hotel’s main Hoor). Sug-
gested donation, $10. Doors open at 7 p.r.
Cash bar, liors d"ocuvres, great dance mu-
sic, lots of terrific stufl to bid for, hosted by
auctioncer.Susic B. from KXCL Don’t
miss it! _

For further infonnation, contact
Julia Balen at (520) 626-4037.
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Come see the bears go under the mascara and
emerge furry and fierce to entertain you!

Sunday, Aprll 2
,IB'I"s, 616 N. 6th Ave.

a fundraiser for GMHP's
Condom Brigade program

5:30-8pm: B-B-Q
'9-11pm: DRAG SHOW .
Hosted by Bunny FuFu & Scottasia Dahlink
- Gay Men’s
‘For info, call 628-7223 or email gmhp@saat.org ‘Health PI'O]BCt

Gay Men's Health Project 1s a collaborative effort of Southern Anzona AIDS Foundatson [SAAF), Puna County Heaith Dept, and Wiiigspan

4 “biological crror,” “deviant,™
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radio falk show host Dr. Laura Schlessinger
issucd an apology for offending Gays and
Lesbians, which according to GLAAD, the
Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defama-
tion, marks the first time she “has cver
acknowledged any kind of accountability
for her words and their impact.” Angry
activists arc Jess than impressed.

Background: Schlessinger’s regu-
lar radio talk show reportedly has a
listenership of somne 20-miilion, and when
Paramount Television Group moved cardicr
this ycar 1o give hier a regular daytime
syndicated TV slot in September, stations
(primarily CBS affiliates) in 160 markets
covering 90% of the country bought up the
opportunity faster (than any predecessor, But
the numcrous Gays and Lesbians employed
at Paramount were far from pleased because
of Schlessinger’s frequent denunciations of
homosexuality, which shic considers tobe a
immoral and
sexually irresponsible, and curable by re-
parative therapy. While GLAAD began
discussions in Fcbruary with Paramount in

strated, activists began to protest the show
by phone, mail and c-mail with increasing
! frequency and numbers. This month the
StopDrLaura.com Web sitc collected more
than 2.5-million hits in its first week, great-
ly amplifying the protcst movement and
causing growing discomfort for both Para-
mount and local stations. Schicssinger
reportedly hired Sitrick and Co., a crisis
management public relations firm (ak.a.
“spin doctors™) but terminated that relation-
ship ihc day before she issucd her apology
on the cvening of March 10. {Ed. note: Late
Friday is typically the time for ncws re-
lcases one wants fo get lost in the shufie,
but the Associated Press picked it up and

' most major newspapers followed  suit. |

Paramount also issucd a statement March
10.

Text of Schicssinger’s Statement:
“In the recent, very public dialogue con-
ccrning my upcoming television show and
my rcligious belicfs about homosexuality,
many things have been said. Somc arc truc.
Many. unfonunalcl), arc nol. But onc
inviolate truth is that I never intend fo hunt
anyonc or contribute in any wav to an
atmosphere of hate or intolcrance.

“Regretlably, somc of the words
I’ve used have hurt some people, and 1 am
sorry for that. Words that I luve used in a
clinical context JEd. note: Schlessinger’s
degree is in physiology|] have been per-

AS I SEE IT. . ...

hopes of achicving more “balance™ than.
§ Schlessinger’s radio show had demon-
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Dr. Laura Issues Weak Apology

LOS ANGELES, CA (NP) - On March 10, .

ceived as judgement. They were not meant
to charactcrize homosexual individuals or
encousage others to disparage homoscexuals.

“I rcgularly remind my listeners
that we are all made in G-d’s [God's] im-
age and, thercfore, we should treat onc
another with love and kindness, irrespective
of onc’s faith.

*] will continuc to discuss on radio
and television a varicty of pressing moral
and cthical issucs facing our socicty; |
remain committed to doing this in an envi-
ronment free from hate or intolerance and
with a deep respecet for freedom of speech.
1 can only hapc others will share this com-
mitment.”

The “Los Angeles Times™ reported
that some of Schicssinger’s comments
which have offcnded Gays and Lesbians
have been removed from her Web site.

Text of Pammount’s Statcment:
“We at Paramount have always shared a
commitmenl lo present socicly’s issues
without crealing or contributing to an cnvi-
ronmcnt of hurt, hate or intolcrance. We
arec committed to the production of Dr.
Laura’s upcoming tclevision show, which is
planncd to include muitiple points of vicw,
derived from a variety of sources, gucsts
and a studio audience.”

StopDrLaura.com Statement,
March 11: “Had somcone called Dr. Laur-
a’s show and madec this half-hcarted apol-
ogy, Dr. Laura would have yclled at them.
Last week she denied having attacked Gays,
yet this week she’s apologizing — it's be-
coming difTiculi to know which Dr. Laur
to believe. This statement by her newly-hir-
cd crisis management tcam appeared within -
hours of our announcing a March 21s
protest at the gates of Pasamount — her
timing is more than a bit suspect. We will
continuc our plans for a March 21st protest
at the gates of Paramount. The only accept-
able solution is for Paramount o drop the
Dr. Laura show.”

Schicssinger denied having had
any knowlcdge of the announcement of the

- protest al the lime of her statement.

In an opinion picce published in
the “*New York Daily News,™ StopDrLaura
co-foundcr John Aravosis remarked, “The
baottom linc is that Paramount is sciling frec
speech to the highest bidder. And for what?
Dr. Laura is popular not because she's 2
psychiatrist (in fact. she’s not), but because

CONTINUED ON PAGE FIFTEEN
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. HAPPY ST.
PATRICK'S

@ Bt Patrick’s Three Dap Weekend .

*  Sunday, March 19

: 8 _ ?

Friday, March 17 5 oturoay, Moarch | 4 BENEFIT FOR S.A.AF.
' SHOW NIGHT T1FOR

o« SR o w Stella Virgin
Desert Rage % Crystal Abrams o Featuring SpecialgGuests'

MARCH 25, 2000

MISS VALENTINA PAGEANT
For more information please call (520) 557-1189

- CONGRA TULA TIONS 7'0 ‘VALENTINA ’S ' SOFTBALL TEAM
~ FORA GREATWI/V TH/SPAST.S‘U/VDAY’ 111111]

Iﬁappy $t, ‘Patrick’s Day to all
from tbe Owner anb Btaff at %alentma S

3455 East Grant Road Tucson, Arizona 85716
(520) 327-3390 Open 1la.m.-la.m.
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In Concept

Wayward rwctro Mercury gocs
dircct this week and clears up our commu--

nications. This is small consolation for

thosc of us big mouths who have stunk up .

an fine romance with a foul remark. But

take heart brave souls and look on the’

bright side; From here on out, it can only
get better. Uh ...we hopc!

ARIES
MARCH 21 - APRIL 20 _

Poor proud Rams have tricd, lord knows
they’ve tried. to do their part for a great
Gay causc. But retro Mercury conspired so
that your best cfforts never had the cffective
onc two punch. Don’t give up the fight
compadre! Wayward Mercury changes
course this week and you can get going, full
speed ahead once again. Take no prisoncrs,
soldicr... unless their gorgeous.

TAURUS
APRIL 21 - MAY 21

Even rollicking Gay Bulls had 1o keep a
low profile with retrograde Mcercury. That
meant no wild parics or social cvents
designed to put you in the drivers seat.
Although invites might have gotten lost in
the mail, now that Mercury goes dircct, it’s
time to pull out the party favors and get Qut
in front of the conga linc! I'm surc folks
will beat a path to your door.

GEMINI
MAY 22.- JUNE 21

Quecer Twins arc usually very charming and
diplomatic but all bets were ofT with retro-
grade Mercury. So much for planning your
professional life! Now that Mercury {lics
right, your professional path will clear for
your corporatc ascent. Take off for the
highest heights and don’t look down! Plan
ahead so any rough landings are averted.
Negotiatc a golden parachute.

CANCER
JUNE 22 - JULY 23

Sa you've packed your bags, but forgot your
ticket. You booked your hotel, but they Jost
the rescrvation. Poor pink Crabs were
hounded by the bad vacation blucs wyilh

retro Mercury. Take heart though, all this

shall pass this weck and you’ll arrange that
trip of a lifetime soon cnough. Well maybe
not soon enough, but soon, In the mean-
time, let your imagination run wilde.

~ LEO
JULY 24 - AUGUST 23

"Even the hottest pinkest Lions can become

toast during retro Mercury. T hope you did-
n't over promisc to lovers. Feclings were
bound to be misinterpreted and promises
broken. Happily, Mercury now goces for-
ward and so can you. Just blame your bad
communication on the stars, allow actions
to spcak louder and prouder than words and
slather your toast with butter... or hot oil.

_ VIRGO _
AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23
Now that retrograde Mercury has donc it’s
damage in partncrships it’s now ready to
‘make amends and go forward. Feisty proud
Virgins may have to eat crow to repair any
hurt feelings or reassemble any out of con-

. trol personal project, but they say crow

tastes like chickcn anyway. The worst is
ovcr and you can soon go back to being
your charming old scif later this weck.

LIBRA
SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 23
The road to a convivial, diplomatic work
cnvironment has been detoured for Gay
smoothic Libra under retro Mercury. Ifit's
not foot in mouth on the job, it's the wrong
meeting an the wrong day or the project
from hell duc ycsterday. Poor queer dear,
you deserve better! All will fal{ into place
niccly by the cnd of the weck when Mer-
cuty goes dircct. Hide behind the water

- cooler until then.

SCORPIO
OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 22

Proud Scorps have had their work cut out
for them with retro Mercury. You have nol
been able to charm the social sct in your
usual manner and, to make matters worse,
the stinkweed has been scenting the air at
home. Thankfully, Mercury goes direct this
week and any recriminations arc yester-
day’s ncws. Plan a fcw ncw activitics to

take your mind off your frustmuons Hint!.

Hint!

SAGITTARIUS
NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22
Retrograde Mercury has swung through a
few rather personal arcas, but take hean
dcar qucer Archer, the worst is over. It
might have seemed that youn could not say
anything right to family members. Tempers
might havc Nared and raw cmotions chal-
fed. Now with Mcrcury direct, what you
have to say will not bc misinterpreted or
ignorod. Good! It's your lifc so live it to the
proudest. '

CAPRICORN
DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20
Proud Caps might have spoken up once too
oficn during this rctro Mcrcury period. If
you have inadvertently upset the applecart,
chatk it up to a life lesson and go on.
(Don’t ya just lowve lifc lessons?) Mcrcury is
prepared o change course this week and
your opporiunily to scorc a fcw verbal
points on the playing ficld is increased.
Speak loud, proud and quecr, cousin. Amen

to that!

AQUARIUS
JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 19
Fccling financially squcczed, Aquecrius? If
you’ve foolishly purchased the Brooklyn
Bridge during retrograde Mercury, try to
depreciate it this week as the old sod redi-

" rects. You might have been spending fool-

ishly and now it is time to stop. The markct
corrects and so can you. Use this time ta
reevaluate current fiscal positions and
cxplore the bottom line. No names please!

PISCES

FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20
Even the most graccful and charming rain-
bow Fish might have cxpericnced a few
social gaffs with retrograde Mercury in
their own sign. The temptation was for you
to hog the limelight but chances arc, you
soon rcalized that it wasn’t a great idea
after all. However, now that Mcrcury has
tumed direct, performing Pisces can go for
the Oscar .... or Fred ... or Joe... or who-
cver!

(c) 2000 LICHTENSTEIN, All
Rights Rescrved. For  Entertainment
Purposcs Only.

LA\X/ OFFICE of _
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Llfe After nght

A Call For D|rect

Action And Civil Disobedience

By Eric Roles

SACRAMENTO, CA - The passage of the
anti-sune sex marriage Knight Initiative by
62% of the California voters may come to
be scen as a tuming point igniting more
intense activism promoting full participa-
tion in the institution of marriage.

Even if progressive forces had
defeated Proposition 22, marriage in Cali-
fornia would still have becn restricted fo a
man and a woman. Somic of us have grown
impaticat and arc no longer satisfied with
strategics which fail to directly confront
mainstream resistance 10 same-scx mar-
riage.

We've had cnough of pcoplc
thinking this is too radical an issue to win
mainstream support, except in rarc parts of
the nation which stifl valuc participatory
democracy. We are tired of liberal politi-

cians and patronizing journalists denounc-

ing the Knight Initiative while simulta-
ncously arguing that marriage should be
reserved for mixed-sex couples. We're not
content with heterosexuals -enjoying the
advantages of state-sanctioned marriage
while same-sex couples grovel for a wa-
tered-down imitation—domestic partner-
ship.

And we're dissatisfied with this
struggle remaining in (he hands of Gay
organizations that conceptualize activist
stratcgy only through the Iens of the tradi-
* tional legal and political machinery.

Some activists have had cnough of
-the paticnt and polite organizing mcthods
of the past decade. Some of us may quit the
courts, reireat from legislatures, and exit
professional press briefings. Instead, we
may take up the tactics most necessary for
social change but largely absent from a
coniemporiry qucer movement compriscd
almost cntircly of suit-and-skirt lobbyists,
splashy television adveniscments, and
upscalc black-tic dinner banquets: direct
action and mass civil disobedicnce.

In this next, more militant phasc

of clforis to win samc-sex marriage, jus-
ticc-minded individuals, liberal politicians,
and civil rights lcaders may no longer be
grantcd the luxury of talking out of both
sides of their mouths.

Onc will cither be for full and
democratic participation in the institutions
of our culture, or bec an advocite for dis-
criminiation, There will no longer a viable
position of ncutrality.

QUEERS SHOULD REFUSE TO
ATTEND MIXED-SEX
- WEDDINGS

These days, when I receive an
invitation to the marriage of hetcrosexual
fricnds, family members, or students, | am
filled with outrage. What nervel Sending
an invitation {o me (and, oficn, my lover)
with no reference to the fact that 1 am being
asked to participate as an obscrver in an
cvent in which I legally am not permitted to
be a central participant! No notc acknowl-
cdging the disparity and injustice, no
sheepish apology for participating in an
institulion of scgregation, no phone cill
checking-in about the politics of it all,

~ It may be time for quecers to stop
letting hetcrosexuals off the hook! They

embrace marriage uncritically only because
we lct them! And they will continuc 1o be
blind to the politics of engagements, mar-
riage, and woddings until they arc forced to
sce them as segregated rituals and institu-
tions that must be challenged, undermincd,
and transformed. Lesbian, Gay. Bisexuul,

and Transgender (LGBT) people and our
allics may be ready 1o take direct action by
rcfuqmg wedding invitations and articulat-
ing our rcasons loudly, tiolding demonstra-
tions at daily newspapers which continue 1o
nn marriage columns that are not accessi-
ble to all, and disrupting television shows
such as Who Wants to Marry a Millionaire?
or The Newlywed Game which are concep-
tnalized around an institution currently

foundcd on exclusivity and bigotry.

Social ch‘mbc on culling-cdge
issucs rarcly occurs in the absence of a
direct action strategy. Building on rich
traditions of mifitant organizing inspired
most recently by ACT-UP, but rooted in the
tactics of the Civil Rights Movement, wo-
men’s liberation, and anti-nuclear activism,
these clforts may be what is nceded to
transform current campaigns for cqual
acoess o marriage into an authentic move-
ment for social justice and participatory
democricy.  Activists may take their strug-
gle dircctly to the people using powcrful
organizing methods stratcgically designed
to creale a critical consciousness about the
politics of marriage, inspirc a movement of
street aclivists passionate about bringing

about change, and force the issuc inlo an §

arena of intense public scrutiny.

SAME-SEX COUPLES MUST
UNDERMINE THE
MARRIAGE BUREAUCRACY

Holding a mass queer wedding
cvery time there is a march on Washington
or the mayor of San Francisco organizes
suchan event in city hall, may no longer be
enough. A marriage simulation docs not in
and of itsclf function as civil discbedicnce.
And many people have come to belicve that
candlclight vigils arc an inadequate re-
sponsc to anti-Gay votes. Such vigils arc
not the same as political protest. We may
nced more than candles, more than photo
ops, morc than slogancering. The time may
be rigin for the kind of carefully crafted
actions that dcmonstrate a new level of
scrious intent about this issuc and place
same-scx marriage in the public cye in a
compelling and confrontational manner.
We soon may see national networks of
activists plotting massive civil disobedicnce
actions focuscd on undercutting key
points-of-access to the institution of mar-
riage,

There has becn a small but very
important stream of civil- disobedicnce
actions in the marriuge fight. 1t has in-
volved members of the clergy who violate
orders from denominational authorities and
perfonn same-sex marriages at tremendous
risk to their carcers. These cletgy members
have been put on trial, censored, and cven
defrocked for their actions.

more clergy with integrity to take similar
uctions,

At the same timme, LGBT activists

themselves might be ready o follow the
lcad of these clergy members. . We might

CONTINUED ON PAGE SIXTEEN |

In the
post-Knight Initiative cra, let's hope we see
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G/L Harassment In Military Increases,
According To Report

Continued from Page One

those charged with administering the pol-
icy. SLDN co-cxccutive dircctor C. Dixon
Osburn describes the report as detailing
“the dramatic and horrifying results of a
bad policy made worsce by failed lcader-
ship.”

custom cut
custom et

custom fabric SLDN charges that the Pentagon
has maintained “Zcro tolcrance™ for “Don’t
Tell” violations while 100% tolerating
“Don’t Ask,” “Don’t Pursuc™ and “Don’t
Harass™ violations. As the group has in
cvery year of the policy, it called for mean-
ingful accountability and disciplinary action
for those violations.
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policy. there was a sharp increase in the
number of militasy discharges for homoscx-
uality, but the past year showed a decrease
from the ycar before. In fiscal year 1999,
1,034 servicemembers were discharged for
homoscxuality, down from 1,149 in FY
1998. However, the 1999 figure still repre-
scnts a 73% increase from FY 1994, Of the
1999 discharges, 31% were women, the
highest pereentage in 20 years, and more
than doublc women's 14% represcentation in
the armed forces. SLDN ascribes this to a

.resurgence of Lesbian-baiting, in which

women regardless of their sexual oricnta-
tion arc accused of being Lesbians, oflen as
rctaliation for having refused sexual ad-
vances from malc scrvicemembers, SLDN
noted a Lesbian-baiting “witch hunt™ at the
Dcfense Language Instituie at Montercy,
Califomia, resulting in a dozen discharges.
SLDN also pointed out that Lesbian-baiting
was actually omitted from the revised
guidelines distributed to the forces in 1999,
although it had appearcd in the original
version.

Dcpartment of Defense spokes-
peoplc claim, as they have in the past, that
morc than 80% of discharges for homoscx-
uality result from servicemembers® volun-
tary admission of their Gay or Lesbian
oricntation. SLDN maintains that many of
those “voluntary™ admissions arc made in
response to harassment by servicemembers
who oficn fear for their lives.

HARASSMENT DOCUMENTED

SLDN documented 9638 incidents
of anti-Gay harassmeat, up 142% fram the
previous year, ranging from- verbal abusc
and threats 1o the July murder of PFC Win-
chell. More than hall of those incidents,
495. actually occurred afier the Pentagon’s
August announcement of a crackdown on
anti-Gay harassment — more incidents than
in all of FY 1998. SLDN dcscribes “the
cpithets, threats and cveryday indignitics
that servicenembers must sitently sufler as
a condition of serving our country under
‘Don’t Ask. Don’t Tell. Don’t Pursuc,
Don’t Harass,” and the details make painful
rcading. At Fort Camipbell, where the sleep-
ing Winchcll was killed with a bascball bat
by a f[cllow soldicr, Specialist Michacl
McCoy obscrved. that anti-Gay cpithcets,
commicnts and grafTiti actually increased; as
onc cxample, drawn on a wall at the base’s
Family Support Center bathroom was a
two- to three-foot Tong bascball bat labeled
“fag whacker.”

In theory, rcporling harassment
should not lcad to investigation of the vic-
tim's scxual orientation, but wilitary

Bricling reporters for the Depart-
ment of Defense, Rear Admiral Craig Quig-
ley said, 1 belicve a4 Marinc on the West
Coast was actually relicved of command.™
He was referring to Marine Licutenant
Coloncl Edward Meclton, who in October
while serving in Twenty-nine Palms, Cali-
fornia, wrote a notorious c-mail lo his
subordinates and his superior in connection
with the distribution of new guidelines
against ami-Gay harassment. Referring to
the death of Winchell, Mclion wrotc, “Duc
to the ‘hate crime’ death of a homo in the
Army, we now havc to take extra steps (o
cnsurc the safety of the queer who has ‘to-
Id” {not kept his part of thc DOD *Don’t
Ask, Don’t Teli’ policy]. Commandcrs now
bear the responsibility if someone decides to
assanlt the young backside ranger. Be
discrect and carcful in your dealings with

_ these characters. And remember, little cars
are everywhere.”

When word of Mcllon’s memo reached
Winchell’s family, thcy wroic 1o the Com-
mandant of the Marine Corps in Decomber,
but have yet to reccive a response. In Janu-
ary, the “San Dicgo Union Tribunc” rc-
ported that a Marine spokesperson had said,
“Administrative action has been laken
against Coloncl Melton, and he has been
transferred.” However, as SLDN writcs, the
group “has been unable to verily from the
Marine Corps whether in fact Liculcnant
Coloncl Mclton was disciplined and. if so,
exactly what actions were taken.”

INSPECTOR GENERAL’S
SURVEY

The Inspector General is expected
10 subrnit &in asscssmcnt of anti-Gay harass-
ment (o the Sceretary of Defense by March
13. SLDN is sharply critical of thc mcthod-
ology and survey instrument being used in
this study of 70,000 scrvicemembers at a
number of diffcrent sites. In addition,
SLDN is awarc of situations in which com-
mands have specifically prevented victims
ol anti-Gay harassment {rom participating
in the survey. The group belicves the study
will not provide meaningful data.

WINCHELL'S FAMILY SUES

Winchell's mother and stcpfather
Pat and Wally Kuticles announced they will

be filing a wrongful death action under the -

Military Claims Act with the pro bano
assistance of the law {irm of Covinglon &
Burlington. Pat Kutlcles said, *1 do not
want another parent to have to endurc what
we arc going through. The Army. is par-
tially responsible for what happened to my
son. The Army failed to stop the daily

island of Saba. Then
relax by the cliffside
pool. All with a fun,
friendly, gay group.
Call for our free
catalog of active
vacations. -

ALYSON |\ X
ADVENTURES"- 20
1 -800-825-9766 .
www.alysonadventuresic

harassment our son faced and it led to his
murder. 1 do not think that cither the Army
or Major General Clark, the commmanding
general at Fort Campbell, will wake up
unless my famity docs this for Barry.” Most
of the steps the military has taken against
anti-Gay harassment came only aller Win-
~ chell’s death. ’

B

spokespeople could not make a clear state-
ment about that o reporiers todity. Accord-
ing to a “Washington Post™ report, nonc of
the new trainings developed by the service
branches give commanders guidance for
handling harassers. For those who have
sought help from SLDN, therc appears to
be no one it is safc for a scrvicemember to
tell about a harassment problem,

Pentagon spokespeople do not
believe there huts been any great increase in
the number of harassment cases, but had no
data of their own to respond to the issuc,
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Vermont Prepares To Vote On Civil Union

MONTPELIER, VT (WS) - Even though
Vermont’s civil union bill currently lacks
majority support in the statc House, backers
said that the bill granting same-sex couples
the rights of marriage would likcly pass by
the end of the week.

While the rest of House busincss
was dealt with on the Moor, supporters and
opponcents of civil unions were busy count-
ing voles and lobbying uncommitied law-
makers. While there were no solid predic-
tions, backers of the bill cxprcsscd confi-
dence.

“We leel pretty good about it,” said
Democratic Majority Leader John Tracy of
Burlington. “We're within shouting dis-
tance and the responsc we've had since
town meeting has been good.™ Tracy con-
cedes, however, that the debate, tentatively
scheduled for Wednesday, could be volatife.

Lawmakers in the House expect a
varicty of amcndments tabled by opponents
of civil union, a state institution paraticl to
marriage, which would substantially alter
the character of the bill, and possibly lead
to it being voled down.

The first of these amendments is
modcled on the Defense if Marriage Act
would definc marriage as a union between

_onc man and onc woman and would pro-

hibit the statc from recognizing same-sex
marriages periormed in any other state.

The other amendment that oppo-
nents plan to push is a broadcr reciprocal
beneficiaries system that would replace civil
unions. Anyonc who could not marry would
qualify for limited benefits under the plan,
but the bill’s focus would no longer be
targeted at amending incquitics for Lesbian
and Gay couples.

Another provision would cstablish
a “reciprocal beneficiary” system in which
blood relatives could qualify for a limited
sct of statc-guarantced benefits, such as
health care or pension bencfits. “The reason
I like it is it opens il up” to more people,
Republican Rep. George Schiavone of
Shclbume. “Let’s treat them all the same.”

Gay civil rights advocales are
understandably furious at the suggestion.

Under the rules of the Vermont
Legislature, cvery bill goes 10 a1 volc of the
full House twice. During the preliminary
votc, which is planncd for Wednesday,
March &, on this bill, amendments can be
offered and then there’s a vole on the bill
itscll. The folloawing day, morc amcnd-
mcnts can be proposed and i final volce is
held at the end of the debate.

Adoptlon Battles Rage In Mississippi
And Florida

JACKSON, MS (WS) - Thc Amcrican
Civil Libertics Union is challenging two
anti-Gay adoption initiatives in Mississippi
and Florida in what many say is the first
wave of a national assault on the Icgality of
Gay men and women {o providc foster and
adoptive homes for children,

In Key West, the ACLU has filed
a class-action lawsuit in federal court seek-
ing to overturn a state law prohibiting Gay
men and Lesbians from adopting children.
The group filed the suit last year saying the
ban violatcs Gay people right to cqual
trcatment under the law.

The group also alleges that the ban
violatcs the rights of children languishing
in foster care who might be adopted by a
Gay couplc or Gay and Lesbian single
parent. Florida is currently the only state
that has laws on its books specifically pre-
vents otherwise cligible Gay people from
Icgally adopling children.

Mcanwhile in Jackson, Missis-
sippi. a major cffort is underway to defeat a
proposed bill offered in the Mississippi

legislature that would ban Lesbians and -

- Gay men from adopting. Even tnore omi-
nously, say many, is a provision in the bill
which would deny lcgal recognition to Gay
adoptive parcnis who move 1o the state.

The ACLU, has pulled together
memnbers and voluntcers of the National
Gay and Lesbian Task Force (NGLTF),
Parcnts, Familics and Friends of Lesbians
and Gays (PFLAG) and other groups —
along with Lesbian and Gay community
centers and other local organizations na-
tionwidc -- 1o launch the “Phone Home for
Familics™ campaign. :

The “Phonc Home for Families™ is
aimed at getting the word out to former
Mississippi rcsidents and urging them to
“phone home” this weekend and contact
Mississippi Statc Housc members who
represent their former districts. Current
residents are also being urged to call their

representatives at home (his weekend, -

telling them that a vote for the anu-adop-
tion bill is a votc against cluldmn

“Hundreds of children in fosicr
homes throughout this state arc waiting for
permancent adoptive homes that can provide
them with the suppont, guidance and love
they desperately want and nced,” said
David Ingcbretsen, Exccutive Director of
the ACLU of Mississippi, “This bill is
unconstitutional and, even if it is passed, it
will be struck down in court. But it should-
n’t get that far. Our children descrve bet-
ter.”

" Earlier in the week, the Missis-
sippi Housc Judiciary Committee defied
predictions and approved 1hc mcasure,
shocking many state residents. The bill now
moves to the full Housc for consideration.
Current and former state residents arc also
calling Mississippi . Housc Speaker Tim
Ford to cncourage him to prevent the bill
from coming before the tull House for a
votc.

*“Qur represcnlatives need o be
lifling familics and children up ~ not de-
bating divisive, discriminatory, unconstitu-
tional legisfation,” Ingcbretsen  said.
“Thronghout the weckend, we will be call-
ing Housc members at home, asking them
to act in the best interests of children, shat-
ing our concerns with them and explaining
the devastating lmpacl this lcglsl.mon will
have on children.” -
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HIV testing done
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is currently using Orasure™,
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accurate as previous testing
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questions about Orasure™,
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Gay Men's Health Project (GMHP)
at 628.7223 or email us at .
gmhp@saat.org. G-
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Governor Vetoes Religious Exemption Biil

FRANKFURT, KY (NP) - Governor Paul
Patton has rcjected a bill that would allow
rcligious groups lo discriminatc when
renting facilitics, but the drive 1o override
him is well underway.

Kentucky Governor Paul Patton
has taken a brave stand for civil rights,

- vctoing on March 8 a bill 10 exempt reli-

gious organizations from anti-discri-
mination laws in the rental of their facili-
tics. There's a real chance, however, that
the religious right-dominated legislature
will override him.

Patton wiiited until the last day he
could veto HB 70 (Kerr) before it would
bocome law without his signature. His veto
message said that “House Bill 70 compro-
miscs and violates ... both the spirit and the
meaning of the Kentucky Civil Rights Act

by permitting discrimination on the basis of

religion, the free cxercise and non-csta-
blishment of which were among the funda-
mental principles in the founding of our
state and country.” He wroic, “These laws
do not require a religious organization 1o
open its facilitics to the gencral public, but
they do require that if a religious organiza-
tion opens its facilitics and activitics to the
general public, they must obey the same
laws that non-rcligious entitics arc required
to obey.”

Among the groups which lobbicd
Patton to veto the bill was the Kentucky
Council of Churches, said to represent most
mainstrcam denominations in the state. The
Council’s cxecutive director Reverend
Nancy Jo Kemper said the bill was good
ncither for churches nor for civil rights, as
it would nocdlessly involve the government
in determining religious belicfs. Other
groups lobbying against the bill included
the state’s American Civil Libertics Union
and the Kentucky Fairness Alliance, which
advocaics for the civil rights of Gays and
Lesbians.  Representative  Kathy  Stein
(D-Lexington), the Icgislature’s lonc Jew
and the sponsor of a bill to prohibit sexual
oricntation discrimination that appears to
be trapped in committee this scssion, was so
plcascd at news of the veto that she imme-
diatcly went to Patton to offer her thanks in
person.

The group which had asked for the
Iegislation is the Northemn Kentucky Baptist

Association, which includes 66 congrega-
tions and owns a campground. In 1996, the
Association had reluctantly rented its camp
10 a socular humanist organization, the Free
Inquisy Group, which docs not belicve in
God, The Association feared it would face
a lawsuit under the state civil rights law
unless it agreed. Representative Tom Kerr
(D-Taylor Mill) heeded the Association’s
call and sponsored the bill. To Kerr it is an
issue of churches” freedom to manage their
facilitics in accordance with their belicfs,
and hc denics that it discriminates against
others.

Kesr set out immediately to over-
ride Patton’s velo, and il he can gel a votc
on the Housc floor he should have no trou-
blc; only 52 votes arc needed there for an
override, and the House approved the mea-
surc by 82 - 17 on Fcbruary 2. Before pas-
sage, the bill was amended to continue
protections from discrimination based on
color, disability, national crigin, and rice,
while allowing churches to discriminate
based on religion, marital status and sexual
oricntalion. |[Ed. notc: Scxual orien-
tation-based discrimination is not covercd
under statc law but is prohibited by ordi-
nances in two citics and onc county; a third
city prohibits sexual oricntation discrimina-
tion only in cmployment.| The question in
the Housc is whether the bill will come to
the floor, and that question will be decided
by a meeting between leaders of the House
and of the Democratic Caucus; three of five
Democratic Icaders voted against the bill,
whilc Housc Speaker Jody Richards
(D-Bowling Green) supported it.

. The Senate will present a greater
challenge to the bill's floor manager and
Scnatc President Pro Tem Dick Rocding
(R-Fon Mitchell). Twenty voles are needed
for an override there, and the Scnate passcd
the bill Fcbruary 23 by only 17 - 12, with
ninc abstentions. All 12 of the votes against
the bill were Democrats, as were four of the
votcs in favor. But Rocding is confident
that he can come up with another three
votes to override Patton. Among thosc who
abstained were Scnate President David
Williams (R-Burkesvillc), who belicves the
law is flawed, and Scnate Majority Leader
Dan Kelly (R-Springficld); another was
Senator Tom Buford (R-Nicholasville), who
said he would also abstain from a volc to
override, although he praised the veto of
what he called simply “a bad biil.”

G/L Group Slams Hillary At Meeting_

NEW YORK, NY - A mccting between
Hillary Rodham Clinton and Gay Demo-
crats held at New York's Gay And Lesbian
Community Center bricfly turncd into a
shouting match when several audience
mcmbers heckled the first lady over her
plans to march in next weck’s St. Patrick’s
Day Parade.

Speaking to a meeting organized
by the Gay and Lesbian Independent Demo-
crats, the first lady was interrupled by a
woman who twice shouted: “Why arc you
marching in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade?™

The Irish Lesbian and Gay Organi-
zation (ILGO) has for years asked and been

denicd permission from sponsors to join the

annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Man-
hattan.The Ancient Order of Hibernians
tells ILGO the same thing cvery year, they
arc welcome to march as individuals, but
no! under a Lesbian and Gay banner.

Calling the parade discriminatory,
most clected Dcmocm;s have also skipped

the parade — with the notable exceptions of
City Council Speaker Peter Vallone, Rep.
Carolyn Maloney and former NYC Mayor
Ed Koch. Mayor Giuliani, Mrs. Clinton’s
likely GOP Scnalc opponcnt, is a Joud
supporter of the Hibernians' right to ex-
clude ILGO if they choose.

Mrs. Clinton and her aides have

tricd to avoid the controversy by expressing
hope that the Hibernians would relent and
allow the Gay group to march, though there
has never been much chance of that. Afier
participating in a Gay-inclusive St. Pat-
rick’s Day march last week in Queens, Mrs.
Clinton said she would also be marching up
Fifth Avenue. '

“I have worked very hard over the
last six years or so in cvery way that 1 could
lo further the peace process in Northern
Ircland,” she told reporters carlicr this
week, explaining her decision. “Like Gerry
Adams (who will march in the paradc) and

so many others who know how important
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Dr. Laura Issues Weak Apology

Continued from Page Six

she’s confrontational. She gets big ratings
because she yells at people. Paramount is
hiding bchind a frec-speech smoke screen
and laughing all the way to the bank.”

The San Francisco-bascd Horizons
Foundation had mounted a campaign of
print ads apgainst Schicssinger. Its excoutive
dircctor Peter Teaguc told the “San Fran-
cisco Examiner™ that Schlessinger’s apol-
ogy “sounds like the work of a crisis man-
agement tecam. It's carclully crafied. It's
half-hearted. It’s not an indication that
she’s going to stop doing what she's been
doing, which is cnormous harm to Ameri-
can children. She continucs to deny cvery-
thing. She docsn’t retract anything ... We
asked her to stop and think about what
she’s doing. It sounds like we got her to
stop and think about how o save her job.”

GLAAD’s Response, March 12:
“As Laura Schicssinger herself might say,
an apology without a fundamental change
in behaviar is meaningless. I Schiessinger
is sincere in her apology to the Lesbian,
Gay, Biscxual and Transgender community,

-then it must be accompanicd by a change in

her actions. GLAAD will continue to hold
Schlessinger accountable for her public
statement.

*“Also, we arc encouraged by Para-
mount Television Group’s shared commit-
ment to present socicly’s issues without
crealing or contributing to an environinent
of hust, hate or intolerance.

“GLAAD also recognizes that the
damage done by Schiessinger’s past com-
mcents cannot be undone by a single quali-
fied apology. There is a diffcrence between

opposing vicwpoints and a dclamatory

expression of thosc vicws which encourages
prejudice and discrimination. The former is
crucial to an open exchange of idcas. The
latter is unacccptable. Schlessinger has
siid, *Words have the power to hurt or heal,
dcpending on how we use them.” It is now
incumbent upon Schicssinger to usc her
words 10 heal; this will be the test of her
promisc.

“We arc encouraged that Schless-
inger has listened to the concerns of GLA-
AD, others in the Lesbian and Gay commu-
nity, and other fair-mminded people abont the
hurt caused by her words. GLAAD wel-
comces Schlessinger’s new. public commit-
ment to conduct her sclf-proclaimed moral
and cthical advocacy in an cnvironment
free from hate and intolerance. We will be
listcning to and watching her current and
upcoming radio and tclevision broadeasts to
be sure she is true to her word.”

GLAAD continues to scck from
Paramount “dircct assurance - in writing -
that they express a zero tolerance for defa-
mation of the Lesbian and Gay community
(or any group) by Laura Schiessinger.” The
group’s concems remain Schlessinger’s
“anti-Gay rhetoric and usc of discredited
sources,” ofien the same sources cited by
the religious right. GLAAD promiscs o
continue (o work to hold Schlessinger to
her word, and requested that activists “Scnd
a lctter to both Schicssinger and o Pama-
mount Television Group 1o Ict them know

~ that you heard them, and that while you are

encouraged, you too will be holding them
accountable to their word.”

Religious Right Wants Access:
Scveral religious right groups weighed in
carly in the controversy, vigorously defend-
ing Schlcssinger’s right to air her moral
and rcligious belicfs. As it happened, it was
March 10 when Peter LaBarbera, president
of' Americans for Truth About Homosexual-
ity, issucd a media rclcase stating that he

and ten “pro-family lcaders™ had requested
their own mecting with Paramount Domes-
tic Tclevision regarding the Schlessinger
show — before Paramount “sits down again
with GLAAD.” His proposcd mecting
would includc Rabbi Danicl Lapin, Presi-
dent of Toward Tradition; Family Rescarch
Council chicl exccutive officer Chuck
Donovan and scnior director of cultural
studics Robert Knight; and three “ex-Gays™
including Michacl Johnston, head of Kerus-
so Ministrics.

The Associaled Press noted that
the talk show format has been fading in the
ratings for the last two ycars, without a new
hit in syndication since the debut of “The
Rosic O’Donncli Show™ four ycars ago. A
half-dozen current entrics are not expected
back in the fall, which could cither signal
the cnd of the talk show cra or diminished
compctition for Schiessinger. But an expert
consulled by the AP, Richard Kurlander of
the ad firm Petry Tclevision, doubted the
protests would make any dilference. He
said, “In many respects, controversy is a
positive. I'm sure Paramount - if thcy
would admit to it, and I'm surc they won't
-~ would rather have this controversy lake
place in Scptember™ when it would serve to
promotc the show.

|Ed. note: GLAAD rccommends
writing to Frank Kelly, Paramount Televi-
sion Group, 5555 Meclrose Avenue, Los
Angeles, California 90038-3197 and to
Laura Schlessinger c¢/o Premicre Radio
Networks, 15260 Ventura Bivd., Fifth
Floor, Sherman Oaks, CA 91403]

GPORTS

DESERT COYOTES
LEAGUE STANDINGS
- THIRD QUARTER

Wen  lest Pot

Bear, Pig & Tongue  25.0 3.0 890

Daddy’s Boys  22.0 6.0 .786
The Breeders 21,0 7.0 750
16 LB Balls 16.5 1.5 589
Pappy-n-the-Youngin's16.0 12.0 ST
That’s Us! 16.0 12.0 SN
Mary Poppers  15.0 13.0 .536
Slim, Trin & lim 15.0 3.0 536
Gniuntz 125 15.5 447
Five 12.0 16.0 429
Tres Amigos 12.0 16.0 429
Gulter Snipes 10,0 18.0 J57
Ermtica 4 10.0 18.0 357
3R RU-2 8.0 20,0 .286
The Eagles 8.0 20,0 .286
Helen 7.0 210 250

First Quarter Champions - 16 LB Balis.
Sccond Quarter Champions - The Breeders.
Third Quarter Champions -~ Bear, Pig &
‘Tongue.

SEASON ACHIEVEMENTS

High Average - Jim H., 204; Heather H., &

171 Mary Poppers, 532.

High Serics Scralch - Heather H., 617; Ken
M., 718; The Breeders, 1794,

High Game Scratch -
Youngin's, 648; Heather H., 258; Erick J.,
300.

High Serics Handicap - Joann S., 717; ‘The
Breeders, 2109; Erick J., 748.

High Gamc Handicap - Pappy-n-the-
Youngin’'s, 747; Heather H., 291; Erick J.,
310,

Let's talk!

» Sex tips for guys
¢ Date tips for guys

Where?

is picking up the tab!

the next six weeks.

Never dated guys in high school?
Does the idea of dating seem overwhelming and alien?

REVISED DATE!
Thursday, March 16, 6-8pm

At Co_ffeeXChange,- NW corner of Grant and Campbell, in a private
meeting room. Just bring your two cents worth because GMHP

. Craig Nelson's book “Finding True Love in a 1,
Man-Eat-Man World” will be discussed over -G-

R . R
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inding True Love in a

When?

~

Call SAAF at 628.7223 ext.232 or Gay Men's
email gmhp@saaf.org for more info. Health Project
Gay \Men's Heatth Project is a collaborative effort of Southern Ari AlDS Foundation (SAAF], Pima County Health Dept. and Wingspan

Pappy-n-tfic- §

2823 N. Stone Ave.
Tucson, AZ 85705

Robb Gonzales
General Manager

Tel: (520)623-1433
Fax: (520)623-1290

Body surf on Australia’s famous
beaches. Rappel through a waterfall.
Snorkle on the Great Barrier Reef.

¢ And party all night at Sydney’s Gay

& Lesbian Mardi Gras.

Or join us to ski in the Rockies ...
bike through the medieval villages of
southern France ... or hike in the
Alps. All with a friendly, fun gay
group. Call for our full catalog of
active gay vacations.

a
&%
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ALYSON

ADVENTURES™

1-800-825-9766
www.alysonadventures.com
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Attorneys At Law

Wills @ Trusts = Probate
Business ® Corporate
Bankruptcy

Real Estate

Domestic Partner
Agreements

Newman & Sthoehfeld,.P.C.' |
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“

Ayacation, have an

Bike through the giant redwoods
and rustic wineries of California’s
Sonoma County ... Rappel through
a waterfall in Australia ... Ski in the
Rockies ... Hike amidst wild-
flowers, glaciers, and mountain
waterfalls in the Swiss Alps. All
with a friendly, fun gay group.
Call for a free catalog of our
% active gay vacations.

~ & -

e &
» ALYSON
p’ © ADVENTURES"
o 1-800-825-9766
2 www.alysonadventures.com
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| Fraudulent
‘Telemarketers:

Beware! If an unknown caller:

B Says you've won a prize but asks you ta sead money firsr,
8 Says you have 1o act right away.
. & Instructs you ta wire money.
#8 Offers to have someone pick up a payment from your home,
B Says he or she is 2 law enforcement officer who will help you—for a fec,

Follow these guidelines to protect yourself:

m Check all unsolicited offers with your Better Business Burean:

B Don't assume a friendly voice belongs to a friend.

m Never give your credit cand, checking snccount ur social security number toan
unknown calker..

Say NO to telemarketing fraud!

if you think you're 2 victim
of fraud, call toll free:
< 1 N77ORT-1T72S

Telephone suppans provided 1y

"Wreite to us at:
Knuw Frawl
PO. Box 45600
Wanhimaon, DC 20026500

Visit our Web site ats
www.eonwmerpoviknowfrasl

Check out from your library:
The Know Fraud vida AT&ET. which encoununs yonr tn

rront yoursedl, -

This is a4 cxsunier mesage from:
BAARP
# CGwuncil of Berter hnines Bureawns” foundation
& Department of Justice

M FBederal Burcan of Investigition

 Feleral Trinke Commision
| Nanonal Assxiation of Attomeys General
| Sevuritics s Exchange Commission
mULS, Pndal lispection Seevice
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Life After Knight: A Call For Direct Action

And Civil Disobedience
CONTINUED FROM PAGE NINE

sce coordinated days of action when sa-
me-scx couples attempt to register at the

" local county clerk’s oflice. Imagine the
* impact if same-sex couples in rural arcas,

small fown Amcrica, urban ccniers, and
suburban neighborhoods throughout - the

. nation on the same day and at the same
~ time showod up couple-by-couplc and stood

on linc to fill out the forins to register for
marriage. Imagine il they requested the
proper forms and replied to refusals with a
pre-determined responsc grounded in pas-
sive resistance.  Imagine if they were all
trained to alert local media outlets, organize
tcams of vocal supporters, and articulatc a
calm, impactful message in responsc to this
closcd institution. Imagine if they returned
in a coordinated manncr cvery day for a
weck or a month voicing the sume powerful
statcment.

Or imaginc samc-scx couples
chaining thcmsclves peaccably to the front
doors of the offices of their ncighborhood
justice of the peace and singing songs of
liberation as they were carted of to jail. Or
choosing to appcar in large numbers oul-
side the churches where prominent politi-
cians or cclcbritics were getting marricd,

silently holding up-signs stating “Participa-

tion in Marriage is Participation in Injus-
tice,” or “Saying 1 Do when We Can't =
Bigotry™ Or crashing local wedding cere-
monics at the moment where the officiator
asks for any objections, standing up and
reciting a speech about the shamcelul ineq-
uily of access (0 marriage.

JUSTICE-MINDED
HETEROSEXUAL
COUPLES MUST BOYCOTT
MARRIAGE UNTIL IT IS
" DEMOCRATIZED

It has been wonderful to note large
numbers of  supportive hctero-
sexuals—cspecially hetcrosexuals under the
age of 30-dccrying barricrs to same-sex
marriage. As the debates intensify and the
stakes increase, LGBT activisis will begin
10 urge these folks to back up their rhetoric
with principled action.  Justice-minded
heterosexuals could make a major contribu-
tion to undermining the status quo by refus-
ing to participate in the institution of mar-
riage until it is open to all.

Some heterosexual ailics alrcady
understand that marriage is a form of het-
crosexual privilege that comes at the ex-

. pensc al'queer rights, gender cquality, and

social justice. They understand that mar-
riage grants them a whole sct of advan-
tages, benefits, and legal privileges that arc
subsidized by quecer folks and others who do
not marry. We actively pay for what many
others soc as nonnal, universal, and sacred.
This leads many activists to arguc that we
should be fighting for the strong domestic
partnership laws currently in place in many
northern  Europcan  nations—for  both
same-sex iand mixed-sex couples.  In these
nations, marriage simply becomes a reli-
gious “add-on” outside the realm of state
sanction.

During a period when same-sex
couples cannot marry, the taking of such
vows by mixed-sex couples will increas-
ingly be named for what it is: an act of
willful participation in an institution that is
ncither democratic nor open to all. In the
ycar 2000, heterosexuals getting married
parallels Christians joining a club that
excludes Jews, men working as partaers in
a law firm that has no femalc partners, or
whites supporting the flying of the Confed-
crate flag over public buildings intended to
serve people of all races. No matter liow

onc wishes to frame them, such choices arc

inherenily cthical choices: panticipation in

rituals and institutions that excludc scctors.
of socicty puts you on the sidc ol discrimi-
nation and oppression.

It may be time not only for tnic
hetcrosexual allies to say NO 10 marriage
until all pcople have cqual access, but also
for all principled poople lo cngage in public
cducation around their refusal to accept
privilege. Will we begin to sec groups
marching outside religious institutions and
county clerk offices under banners such as
“Hetero-Couples Refusing to Marry Until
All Can Marry,” or “Until All Arc Wel-
come, None Must Participate: Free Mar-
rdage Now!™?  Will we begin to hcar from
the children raiscd by mixcd-scx couples
who take a justice-mindcd stand and refuse
to get marricd until same-sex couples can
get marricd? Is now the time to put an
cconomic dent in the wedding industry, a
result ‘of largc numbers of hctcrosexuals
refusing to open their wallets for marriage
licenses, wedding reocptions, bridal dresses,
photographers, and honcymoon cxcursions.,
Imagine if hetcrosexual allies publicly
burncd their marriage certificates?

There is an important historical
precedent for this kind of privifcge-refusing

-action. During the Civil Rights Movement,

a number of whitc pcople repulsed by the
injustices of racism, declined lo participatc
in key institutions of scgregation. They
refused to utilize whitc-only public facili-
ties, ridc on busscs which forced Blacks to
the back scats, and sit at segregated lunch
couniers.  Likewisc, there have been men
who resigned from clubs that cxcluded
Jews, women, and people of color, and
peoplc with inhcrited wealth who have

~ given away (heir legacics to organizations

in poor communitics working for cconomic
redistribution. It is time for such visionary
pioncers to cmerge in this battle against
heterosexism. ’

Some arguc that the quecrs predis-
poscd to militant activism do not scc war-
riage as a prionity and view the institution
as problcinatic; thosc who value marriage
may be less inclined towards tactics of
direet action. “As in all social justice move-
ments, radical activism won’t be cveryone’s
cupoltci. Yet we have learncd from volter
initiatives cnding afTfirmative action and
jettisoning bilingual programs in public
schools, that California is the Right’s test-
ing-ground for rcgressive initiatives. The
passage of the Knight Initiative by voters of
the largest and most trend-sciting statc in
the nation should compcel us immcediatcly to
break through carlicr barricrs to militancy
and rcthink our cantious strategy and lim-
ited tactics. '

Social clange movements that lack
a dircct action component and don’t take
seriously the power of civil disobedience,
risk becoming nothing more than symbotic
demands and rhetorical hype.  Samc-sex
marriage will become a reality throughout .

the United States sometime in the next

century. It will come about more expedi-
tiously, and with a greater public under-
standing of the links between Gay marriage
and participatory democracy, if we replace
strategics of pleading and bargaining with
the tactics of a true social change move-
ment. '

[Eric Rofes is a professor of educa-
tion at Humboldt State University in Ar-
cata, California and a long-time community
organizer and author of nine books, includ-
ing Dry Bones Breathe: Gay Men Creating
Post-AIDS Identities And Caltures
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importance of closure. Closurc is putting
an end to somcthing, so that we can let go
ofit. It gives us a scnse of finality. Closure
may be saying thosc things that we needed
1o say when we break up with someone, or
it may be something a bit more final, like
visiting a dying loved onc and saying those
things we won't get a chance to say again,
ever. 1t is important to resolve issues in our
lives. If we lcave somcthing hanging, it
can bother us for years to come. when a
rclationship comes to an end, we do need to
say thosc things that we wanted to say, and
then we can let go and move on.

Closure can be a way of finalizing
somcthing in our own minds. Just as cvery-
thing has a beginning and a length of time
where it endures, there are incvitably end-.
ings. Sometimes, we have been at the same
job for many ycars, possibly decades, and
then it is time to move on. We need to
recognize the signs in our lives that tell us
when something is over. Then we need (o
be courageous enough to Ict go, rather than
clinging to a situation that is no longer
good for us.

Somctimes, it scems hard {o say
goodbye to somcthing, but we have to face
the challenges of our lives head-on.. It is
never wise 1o run from things that we don’t
want to facc. We must be honest with
oursclves. Denial is not healthy. Many
people have become quite adept at convine-
ing themselves of something that just isn’t
lrue, or learn to not sce the bad things in a
relationship that is just plain detrimenial.
Sceing only what you want to sce is not

-facing a situation honestly, with your cycs
open,

When it is time to walk out of a
situation, do so with honesty and intcgrity.

Tins wwk, f want to talk about the

Ifwearc lmvmg a rclauomhlp behind, do
so, as much as possible, without anger,
without accusations, without playing the
blame game. In the end, it docsn’t matter
what was his fault (or her fault), it is just
timc (o end it and move on, for both your
sakes. When we can Ict go of the past, then
we can move on to the future.

Closurc is just a process of resolu-
tion, of tying up loosc cnds and hclping
oursclves through a transition, and moving
on to the next phasc of our lives. Life can
be very challenging sometimes, and there
arc going to incvitably be thosc endings in
life. Nothing stays the same forever. 1fa
relationship is ending, then it is time to et
it go.  Say your goodbyes, and all the other
things that you nced to say, and move on.

1 am surc you have met those
people who try, desperatcely, to rekindle a
rclationship that is just dead, plain and
simple. The other person has alrcady
moved on, and may alrcady be with a new
partner, but the other person still desper-
ately clings to the past, and will ry, throu-
gh any means necessary, 1o make things go
back to the way they were. That is rarcly
successful, and it is a wastc of time. When
somcthing is over, acknowledge the loss, let
it go, and move on! If somcone really
wanted to be with us, they would not have
Iefl in the first place! Clinging to them,
hoping to get back whalt is no longer there,

" is a fruitless pursnit. Admit o yoursclf that

this is over now, and that there is no point’
in trying to make things the way you want
them to be. Face reality! The other alter-
native is just a way to deccive yourself, and
to not sce things the way that they arc.

It’s something to think about.

Goddess blcss. T:I next time, Go in Good :

Health.

A Vlew From The Rock
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An oft-repeated saying is “You get
what you pay for.” Have you found this to
be true? If you purchasc a cheap, used car,
it’s usually isn’t very long until you begin
paying for repairs which probably cost morc
than your car payments! When you pur-
chasc a “bargain™ outfit, it usually begins
falling apart after you have wom it a few
times. It sccms that at one time or another
almost cveryone as been “taken” by what
scemed to be a real deal but only turnced out
to be a “deal” for the person sclling the
product/scrvice. I think we would all agree
that “You get what you pay for” is onc of
those fawmiliar sayings that really is truc!

Perhaps this is why some people
have trouble accepting the simplicity of the
Chiristian gospel. It just scems to be too
cheap! In a nutsheli, the gospel is this:
Jesus Christ took the punishment for the
sins of cveryone who cver has been born or
cver will be born by dying on the cross at
Calvary. If a person wants to have their
sins forgiven and be assured of an cternal
home in heaven, all that person has to do is
accept Jesus Christ as savior. There is
nothing clsc to be done. It doesn’t matter if
that person never gocs to church or reads
the Bible or gives money to a charity or is
kind to his ncighbars or, you get the pic-
turc. Salvation is not somcthing to be
obtaincd by doing anything! If we apply
the adage “you get what-you pay for” to
salvation it would follow that-salvation
must not be worth muchi

But lct’s look a minutc at just what
salvation rcally costl. While it is truc that

salvation docs not cost the human sinner -

anything, there still was an incomprehensi-

ble price which was paid.

The Apostle Peter wriles, “For you
know that it was not with perishable things
such as silver or gold that you were re-
dcemed, but with the precious blood of
Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.
He was chosen before the creation of the
world. ...” (I Peter 1:18-20) This reveals to
-us that cven before time began Jesus was
preparcd to leave his fither in Heaven,
come 1o Earth in human form, and suffer
and dic for the sins of all humanity! In the
Garden of Gethsemene, before he was
betmyed by Judas, Jesus prayed, “‘My
father, if it is possible, may_this cup be
taken from me. Yet nol as 1 will, but as you
will.”” (Matthew 26:39) Although Jesus
knew before he came to Earth what his
fina) destiny was, in his humanity he dread-
cd the ordeal which he faced. And finally,
on the cross, “ ... Jesus cricd out in a loud
voice, ‘My God, my God, why have you
forsakcn me?'” (Matthew 27:46)

No cost to salvation? No cost {0
humanity, it is truc, but cost beyond mea-

surc la our loving God, who willingly al-

lowed his son, Jesus Christ, to leave Heaven

and all its glorics, live as a peasant for
some thirly ycars, and suffcr the most ago-
nizing decath which humanity in all its
depravity could impose upon him., And
probably the greatest cost paid was when
Jesus hung on the cross and his laving
father had to “forsake™ him, because he was
bearing the sins of the world, and God
cannot look on sin.

[ encourage you today to receive

PETER M. SITTIG, Realtor
Excellence in Service
: 2155 NORTH COUNTRY CLUB
’ TUCSON, ARIZONA 85716

CELL: (520) 240-2295
BUS: (520) 3276621

FAX: (520) 327-4324
Residence: (520) 5759560

Life-Enriching Counseling

Hypnotherapy and Art Therapy

Individuals and Couples

DESERT VISION COUNSELING
290-1591

. Free 30-minute consultation
.Patricia Bergen, MA, MFA

Louis F. Kavar, Ph.D.

Sliding scale fees

I/Ua«for af [_Lf&

ma#v/okfan Cammmaff
3269 N. Mountain Ave., Tucson, AZ 85719 (just North of F Lowell Road)
o (520) 292-9151
e-mail WOLMC(@aolcom  hitp//members.tripod.con/~Waterof LifelCC
Rev. joyce Cook, Pastor
Sunday Services 9:15 & 11:15 AM.
Nothing is Impassible with God

CORNERSTONE
FELLOWSHIP

Church Where All
Are Welcomae!!

Evangelical Christian”

Y 3% oY
AP

2902 N. Geronimo (602)622-4626
E-mail address: “ChristForAll@Juno.Com”

_Adult Sunday School - 9:00 AM
Sunday Worship - 10:30 AM
Wednesday Dible Study - 7:00 PM

*This is how God showed His love among us: He sent H!a one and only Son Into
the worid that we might kive through Him. This (s love: not that we loved God, but
1+ that He joved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Doar
monds. since God so loved us, we also cught to love one ancther.”
1 John 4:9-11

this “frec™ gift of salvation. And my guar-

antee to you is this: you will get what Jesus’
paid for-ciernal life in heaven!
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In other developments: a supporter
zmnﬁmgg'&?d - ofa Gay-straight club in Southcrn Califor-

nia was arrested for allegedly biting a scho-

ol principal during a fight that broke out at
a school board mecting. The 17-year-old
girl at El Modena High School in Orange
was removed from campus, charged with
assaull and battery, and released (o her
parents. She was accused of biting principal
Stan Pasqual at the mecting of the Orange
Unificd School District, which was atiended

cd. However, a large cnough counml of
same-sex houscholds, with or without
children, could help substantially in future
cfforts 1o be included in the Census count.

RO

°
1 C e THITE
~\ SI\GUL\R PEg\L OF UNCOMMON ARTISTS

caunlcr jbzu of loday’

For cach samec-sex couple that
describes their relationship as being “un-
marricd partners” on the Census shon

, gwsl and most exalm«r

olo forin, researchers will be ablc to dc(crmirgc by 30 masked supporters of the cmbattled
g the racial, housing, age and demographic Gay-straight alliance.
mix of same-sex houscholds, as well as the
Tango’ number of children in the houschold. For
- March 23 at7 &9:30 pm the one-sixth of houscholds that will receive AGRA Announces
o "MARGA GOMEZ “]aywa"(e the Census long form, researchers afso will Poster Contest

Fﬂday. March 24 ac 9 30 pmy be able to determine cducation, citizenship

HOLLY: HUGHES “Prenchmg to the Perverted" '
Saturday, March 25 at9 30 pm .

DANNY HOCH"jalls Hospltal_s and Hlp-Hop" - e

B Sunday,March 26 at 9:30 pm

UA CENTE_ZNN IAL HALL
'BOXOFFICE

621-3341

Smdenis save 50%

Performances
contain adult
themes and
laguape and are
recommended
for mature -
audiences ©
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LR (5 TR
OO0

' T
A Delta AirLines ¢

Ol Anrhne .

SELECTED WINES & BEEN
OPEN 11 AM. 30 MIDNIGHT - mw

231 E. 261k St., Tucsam, AZ

PH: 228804 §

and incomc, among other things.

Fracas
Continued from Page One

tion the restrictions on clubs the board
adopted after the GSA won its injunction,

permission for participation in high school

district have not received raises for two
years. (The district is facing legal actions
by teachers as well as by the GSA.) Appar-
cntly the students hold more liberal posi-
tions than the school board, which is casily
the most conservative in the state.

Also in the “Times,” teacher
Christinc Baron has written about the 1993
formation of the first GSA group in Orange
County at Fountain Vallcy High School,
. which is outsidc the Orange Unified School
District. She noted that there had been all
the same fears and objections raised there
by what she called a “vocal minority™ that
have been heard in recent months @t El

“focus on those spreading irrational fcar.™

TO COMMUNICATE,
THEYRE SUNK.

OVTIOVTE

...uum"
ll

o.q

HE'S RIGHT. ﬂmo 1 SAY ‘SPEAK’?

B including banning all extra-curricular clubs
8 at middlc schools and requiring parcntal

clubs; and o inquirc why teachers in the

Modena, ycl today the Fountain Vallcy
. GSA has become an accepted part of cam-
pus life. When the “Orange County Regis-
ter™ contacted Fountain Valley's principal
in the course of the controversy at El Mo-
dena, he actually credited the GSA with
helping to make his school a more respect-
ful and tolerant cnvironment for all stu-
dents. Baron gricves that Orange has appar-
cntly been unable to benefit from Fountain
Valley's experience. She concluded cx-
pressing frustration “that this battlc contin-
ues to be fought when there’s no cnemy,” a
situation she attributes in part to reporiers’

PHOENIX -~ AGRA is sponsoring a postcr
conicst for the 2001 Road Runner Regional
Rodco, which will lake place January 19-
21, 2001,

_The theme of the rodeo is: “2001;
A Rodeo Odyssey.™ Judging for the conlest
will be by vote of the members present at
the monthly AGRA mecting, June 10. Ali
cntrics must be received by 5:00 P.M. thai
day. Entrics may be delivered in person or
by mail to: “RRRR Poster Confest™ c/o
Charlie’s Phocnix, 727 W. Camclback
Road, Phocnix, AZ 85013, by the deadlinc.

Entries must be 177 x 22" finished

sizc with the only leticring being “2001
Road Runner Regional Rodeco.™ Exception
to the size requirement will be made for
will be made for computer generated art-
work, with the original art being on a
Macintosh compatiblc CD or Zip disk.
Sufficicnl spacc must be fefl within the
design or, in a border included in the fin-
ished sive, for dates, hotel information and
sponsor logos.

Entries must be received with the
artist’s namc and phone number in the
upper right-hand corner of the back of the
design. Entrics received with the artist’s
name on the front will be disqualified. The
winning design and artwork become the
property of AGRA. Al cntrics will be
destrayed, unlcss arrangements are made to
have them returned at the artist’s expense.

The artist of the winning cniry will
be awarded a $200 prize. For further infor-
mation, contact Brian Hclander, public
relations director for AGRA, (602) 266-
5720.

‘TLGA Launches

FIRST, DITCH YOUR MMITMENT
il FeLD's strear” | 16 st o s .
CAN YoU OFFER  ANN IDIoM AND ACCEPT | TRUST, WHICH | TUCSON - The Tucson Lesbian/Gay Alli-
THE REALITY THAT “TAKES OFEN ance announced the logo contest for QUT-
, ADVICE ON HOW TO RELAT: COMMUNICATION, oberFEST 2000 *One Vision, One World.”
CATCH A MAN 7 ONSHIPS TAKE.  } |F PARTNERS | |
o SERIOUS COMMITMENT. DON'T KNOW How All cntrics must incorporate the

following information:  OUToberFEST
2000, “One Vision, Onc World™, TLGA or
Tucson Lesbian & Gay Alliance, October
142, 2000.

Entrics can be as many colors as
the artist creates.  Pleasc keep in mind the
artwork will'be used for t-shiris, bascball
caps, b/w ads, and the color poster.

Mail entries to: TLGA, P.O, Box

* 30301, Tucson, AZ 85717. The deadline is

Friday, Mirch 24, 2000. Al antwork sub-

mv&u\g’f o milted becomes the property of TLGA.
WANT TO MAKE :  Yoop! Winning entry reccives $150. For more
IT LAST WITH i - | information, call the TLGA OUTline, (520)

YOUR PARTNER.
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An Investors Dilemma

NEW YORK, NY (GFN) - Gay invcstors
who hold stakes in cutertainment giant
Viacom Inc. (NYSE: VIA) may be tempted

to scil, given the_recent decision by its

Paramount Television division to launch a
“Dr. Laura™ program this fall.

Laura Schiessinger, who hosts a
similarly namecd radio show, has comec
under attack recently from Gay activists. As
a terse dispenscr of advice, Schiessinger’s
comments an homosexuality muke her
appecar homophobic at best. She has uscd
her radio progrmam to il against Gays and
Lesbians, whom she has referred to as ™de-
viants,” and “biological crrors.”

But invcstors should think twice
before voting with their stock portfolios and
dumping shares of Viacom. Prudent invest~
ing is rarcly the product of reactionary
decisions.

Just as hastc shouldn’t be cm-
ployed for stock purchascs, ncither should
it be usced in stock liquidations.

Sciling a company’s stock may
causc grave 1ax concerns, says Richard A.
Gourley, exccutive vice president at Chris-
topher Strect Financial, a Gay-oricnted
financial-scrvices company.

You have to ask yourself, “is it
worth it7" Gourley says. “The bigger pic-
turc in investing is morc important than
what any company is doing at any given
time.”

For thosc investors considering
buying inlo multi-media stocks, there are
alternatives.. “There arc beticr buys than
Viacom,” Gourley says.

..., "Amcrica Onlinc Inc. (NYSE:
AOL), which is merging with Time Warner
Inc. (NYSE: TWX), would be iy first
choice. AOL is cheap right now. The com-
bination makes them an incredible power-

* house.”

Of course. there is also that icon off
Gay-fricndly companics, Walt Disncy Co.
(NYSE: DIS). At a recent pricec ol $35 per
share, stock in thc Magic Kingdom com-
pany can be had for about 55 percent less
than Viacom’s $54 per sharc price. Also,
while sharces of Viacom arc down around
10.5 percent for the ycar, Disncy shares
have surged 20 pereent.

Other companies in this group
include AT&T Corp. (NYSE: T), CBS
Corp. (NYSE: CBS) and News Corp. (NY-
SE: NWS).

The fatter has been a stellar per-
former this year. From a closing price of
$38.25 per sharc at the close of 1999, News
Corp. shares have vaulted 60 percent to
around $61 per sharc.

A former component of News
Corp. that has been since been spun off also
deserves a look: Fox Entertainment Group
Inc. (NYSE: FOX), which produces such
well-known TV shows as “Ally McBceal”
and “The X-Files.” :

“While the stock hasn’t been an
exceptional performer, up just 2.8 pereent
for the ycar, it is a relative bargain at arou-
nd $25 per sharc. Bear Stcams & Co, has

. issucd a buy rating on Fox Entertainment
with a price target of $50 per share,

And if you own Viacom. . .

* Current investors in Viacom have
options aside from sclling. Investors in any
publicly held company have a voice in what
thc company docs. Tht_:y have the right to

7

go 1o mcctmgs, volc and speak out.
Like-minded investors can petition a com-
pany’s board of dircctors for changes.

“Activist™ invcstors, as they arc
called, petition management for changes in
corporate policy and company direction. A

recent example would be Venator Group -

Inc. (NYSE: Z), formerly known as Wool-
worth Corp.

New York investment group
Greenway Partners LP last year pressed
company managemeni lo change the com-
pany’s namc back to Woolworth, among
other things. In a filing with the Sccuritics
& Exchange Conunission, Greenway urged
sharcholders to not vote until they received
proxics — explaining Greenway's position
— from Vcnator.

Prolcsts, protests: Gay & Lesbian
Alliance Against Dclamation, or GLAAD,
whose staff’ has been actively pursuing
Paramount’s management fo change its
decision to producc the show, wouldn’t
commeni on whether investors should scll
or refrain from buying shares of Viacom.

The Gay-rights organization said
that it is an interesling idca, but onc that it
nceds to look into. According to the
StopDrLaura.com coalition, Paramount is
being “besicged” with cmails and tcicphone
calls. The StopDrLaura Wcb sile, which
was cstablistied (o halt Paramount’s plan to
producc “Dr. Laura,” said Schicssinger has
hired a crisis-management firm.

Local TV stations. too, have been
the target of protests. KPRC-TV in Houston
has “found itsclf stuck in a roiling contro-
versy months before the first show is cven
broadcast this fall,” the aliermative Houston
Press reported.

In San Francisco, the board of

. supervisors passcd a rcsolution opposing

Schlessinger’s ami-Gay rhetoric. Activisls
began  discussions about prolesting  at
KPIX-TV, which also purchased “Dr. Lau-

.

.

* Al of which wiiscs another crucial
point: While Viacom may be producing the
“Dr. Laura™ TV show, dovens of other
nctworks and tclevision stations arc the
oncs airing it.

Investors who find themsclves
sclecting stocks based on their consciences
instead of their wallets may find themsclves
too busy to do anything clsc.

As Christopher Strect’s Gourlcy
says, “There are always altematives. There
is alwiays somcthing to do diflcrent or
possibly betler.”

Note: Schicssinger issucd a press
release saying she regreited using words
“that have hurt some  people.” While she
appearcd (o apologize, she added, “Words
that 1 have used in a clinical context have
been perccived as judgement [sicl.” Sa,
Schlessinger would have her audicnce
belicve it isn’t her message that is at fault,
rather, i1 is her listeners.

Welcome home. This is it. Where our community
stays online to get news, find information, seek
entertainment and reach mare peaple, all of the

time. The Gay Network. www.gay.com
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Have you ever...

SUPPORT GROUPS FOR VICTIMS/SURVIVORS

NO ONE EVER DESERVES TO BE VERBALLY,
PHYSICALLY OR SEXUALLY ASSAULTED.

been frightened of your partners temper?

censored your reactions or opinions to avoid conflict?

been called names, humiliated either privately or publicly or
unjustly blamed?

changed your decisions about activities, social/family con-
tacts in anticipation of your partner’s abusive reactions?
been kicked, hit, shoved or had objects thrown at you or
around you?

been threatened with being “outed” if you do not comply
with your partners demands?

Y0U ARE NOT ALONE

Groups meet in confidential locations
Call now for more information and intake appointment

520-624-0348

OF SAME-GENDER DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Hostile Climate 1999 chromdes discriminafion against the Jeshi o,

bisexual and ransgender community. This edition reports nearly 3 dents
from across the country. It also includes o new feature on the im
dice: 14 moving essays by adiivists, arists, lawmokers and ord

You can help People For the American Way Foyn
hostile climate by donafing this book toa legnslc?orf;dvooi or library. Visit .
www.HostileClimate.org or call 1-800- 326/PFAW 1o purchase a copy,,

and find out about the Hostile Climate Campéitgn.in your community.

people ‘and familics become more -

WWW, HostileCIirﬁufe.org

With essays by
" U.S. Rep. Tammy Boldwm, o
California legislator Sheila Kuehl, e
filmmokers Arthur Dong (“Licensed fo K' ll')

; ond Debra Chasnoﬂ ["Irs Elemen}orf )

in the
Southwest...

Support

The Observe'r...?

.........

Of' re]u- '
people. .
hon change the. " -

“As “the lives of gay an:\ lﬁbnn o

visible through policy discussions on the state -~
level...it is critical that the pubhc, the medxa and L
-policy-makers have ‘accurate mfom\atmn
Hostile Climate is one of the most.
comprehensive and wcll-documcmed S

' aulog of dnscnmmanon agamst'. e

..............
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The Ricky Ray Fairness Act

In 1981 the Centers for Discase
Control (CDC) began tracking an outbreak
‘of rare infections and cancers which came
to be known as Acquired Immune Defi-
ciency Syndrome (AIDS). The cause of
AIDS was unknown, but it was suspected (o
be an agent that could be tmnsmmcd throu-
gh sexual contact.

By 1982 symptoms of AIDS were
appearing in people who had received blood
transfusions and in pcople with hemophilia
who had reccived blood products to help
their blood clot normally. As the result of
these cascs, scientists at the CDC concluded
that the agent that caused AIDS could be

~transmitied through contaminated blood

and blood products. On January 4, 1983
the CDC held a mecting at which represen-
tatives of the Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA), the blood collection agencics,
and the blood processing industry were
present. At this meeting the CDC scien-
lists reported their conclusion that the agent
responsible for causing AIDS could be
transmitted from an infected blood donor to

“a recipient of wholc blood or blood prod-

ucts. They made a strong recommendation
that in order to reduce the risk of infection
and death from AIDS, blood donors should
be questioned about all potential risk factors
for AIDS including sexual behavior. In
addition, the CDC recommended that all
blood donations be tested for hepatitis B
core antibodics since this marker had a very
strong corrclation with AIDS., -

The representatives of the blood
industry objected 1o these recommendations
on the grounds that thcy would be too cx-
pensive and that they would deter people
from donating blood. They stated that the
risk of becoming infected from blood prod-
ucts was “onc ina million.” They provided
no cvidence, scicntific or otherwisc, for any
of these asscrtions. Unfonunatclv the FDA
heeded the concerns of the blood industry
and cstablished no roquircments, recom-
micndations, or guidelines for the screening
of donated blood.

In 1984 French and American
scientists isolated the human immunodefi-
ciency virus (HIV) and determined that it
was the agent that caused AIDS. In March
of 1985 a test for antibodies to HIV became
standard for the screening of donated blood.
By this limc approximalcly 20,000 Ameri-
cans had becoine infected with HIV as the
result of contaminated blood donations,
approximatcly 8,000 hemophiliacs and
12,000 blood transfusion recipicnts.

In order to understand how such a
profound tragedy could have occurred, the
Sccretary of the Department of Health and
Human Services requested the Institule of

- - Medicine (IOM) to undertake an investiga-

tion of the process that allowed so many
infections to be transmitied through the
blood supply.

in 1995 the Institutc of Medicine
issucd a rcport on the blood crisis of the
carly 1980's entitled HIV and the Blood
Supply: an analysis of crisis decision mak-
ing. The repont found:

“When confronted with a range of
options for using donor screening and

' - deferral to reduce the probability of spread-
Ay newspaper -

. bank officials and federal authorities con-

ing HIV through the blood supply, blood

sistently . chosc the lcast apgressive
option...responsible officials rejected op-

- tions that may have slowed the spread of

HIV... Given the serious nature and devas-

. tating conscquences of AIDS, all partics
.« vested with the prolection of the public
* hcalth or the safety of the blood supply

" would have been justificd in initiating both
¢ direct donor questioning and blood testing.

......

A failure of leadership contributed
to the delay in taking cffective action. This
failurc lcd to incompletc donor screening
policics, weak regulatory actions, and insuf-
ficiemt communication to patients aboul the
risks of AIDS.”

In response to the 10M report and
the continuing devastation resulting from
the blood crisis of the 1980's, Congress
passcd thc Ricky Ray Hemophilia Relicf
Fund Act in 1998, This bill compcnsates
people with hemophilia who became in-
fected with HIV during the carly 1980's
with a onc-time $100,000 payment. No
provision was made for the compensation of
people who became infected with HIV
from contaminated blood who did not have
hemophilia, despite the fact that their infec-
tion resulted from the same source and had
the same devastating conscquences.

In November of 1999, Scn. James
JefTords of Vermont introduced the Ricky
Ray Faimcss Act, an amecndment to PL
105-369, which would correct the omission
of people with transfusion-acquired HIV
{rom compensation.

THE RICKY RAY HEMOPHILIA
RELIEF FUND ACT '

The Ricky Ray Hemophilia Relief
Fund Act of 1998 act cntitles people with
hemophilia who are infected with HIV to be
compensated with a lump sum $100,000.00
payment. In order to be eligible for com-
pensation, claimants must provide docu-
mentation that they received blood products
between July 1, 1982 and December 31,
1987. Infected spouscs. formcer spouscs,
and children infected in utcro arc also
cligible for compensation. Mauny people
who became infected with HIV during the
period described have already died. Inthe
casc where an individual is deccased, the
surviving spousc, children, or parents
would be cligible for a smgle $100,000
payment.

THE RICKY RAY FAIRNESS
ACT (5.1932)

The Ricky Ray Fairness Act recog-
nizes the incquily of compensating one
affected group without providing compen-
sation for another group who suffered the
same devastation. The Ricky Ray Faimess
Act would amend the Rick Ray Hemophilia
Relief Fund Act to include thosc individuals
who became infected with HIV through
blood or blood products who did not have
hemophilia.

Call your Scnators and Represen-
tatives and urge them to vote for S. 1932,
On the Internet, go 10 the U.S. House of
Representatives web site at
http//iwww.housc.gov and the Senate’s web
site, at hitp://www.scnalc.gov.

{The author is a person by the
namc of Walter. He has been living with
AIDS for 15 ycars, Waller contracted the
virus from a blood transfusion during an
operation. |
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HRC Reconsidering Refusal Of Coors Donation

WASHINGTON, DC (WS) - The Human
Rights Camnpaign says it will reconsider its
rcfusal of donations from the Coors Brew-
ing Co.

It was criticized by local Gays and
24 Democrats in the Colorado House of
Representatives for tuming down a $5000
donation from the Golden-bascd brewer.

David Smith, spokesman for the
Human Rights Campaign, said it rcjected
the money because Coors has supported

conscrvalive Causcs.

But the company has offercd pro-
gressive benefits 1o its Gay and Lesbian
cmployces, and members of that group
boycotted a dinncr hiosted by the Human
Rights Campaign.

Smith said the legislators and
Coors cmployces made “scveral good poin-
1s,” and the campaign plans to revicw the
decision to reject the moncy.

Group Vows To End G/L Scholarships
At School

SALT LAKE CITY, UT (WS) - The con-
scrvative group Ulah Eagle Forum has sct
its sights on a privalcly funded scholarship
offered by Weber State University.

The scholarship would give $2,000
to a student who scrves the Gay, Lesbian
and Biscxual communitics.

*I centainly intend to' visit with
some regents and others who I know have
influcnce on [the Board of Regents), includ-
ing the governor, about this,” said Gayle
Ruzicka, president of the Utah Eagle Fo-
rum. * think it is absolutcly inappropriatc.”

But the Board of Regents has no

plan (o address the issuc at its mecting this

week.

“At least, it isn’t on our agenda,”
chairman Charlic Johnson said. “Scholar-
ships arc handled by the administration and
trustces of the institution.”

The other is service to Gay and Lesbian
students on the campus.

But Ruvicka said the scholarship is
promoting sodomy, which is illegal in
Utah,

“And now we have a scholarship

- available to people who promole or scrve

that,” she said. “Would they allow a schol-
arship that promoted the usc of marijuana
or cncouraged tecnagers to smoke? 1 don’t
think so0.” ‘

Thompson said he's fully aware
the scholarship is “a scnsitive issue, and it
prescnts a lot of challenges.”

“But our attomncy has told us the

closest precedent hie can find is the East
High Gay Alliance vs. the Salt Lake City
School Board casc,” he said, where a fed-
cral judge ruled the district had to  allow

all extracurvicular clubs or none.

e Completely updated with many new features o

100% Local Voice Personals « Men Seeking Men « Women Seeking Women
Calt out friendty Customer Sernce 24trs for the MEGAPHONE in your area, 800.289.1489. 18+ only. ©2000 PC

Most Features
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Phoenix

602.993.4567
|
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602-252-4900

Johnson said the question of schol- “We've already accepted at least Tucson
arship donations made with controversial 50 donor-directed scho)l,urshi;l)ls," lic said. 520_19'_1000
strings attached hasn’t cver come up in “[fwe were to rejoct this scholarship and be Code 3250
Utah before. sued or challenged, we would put those Use FREE Access Code
other scholarships at risk.” iAhoraten|
“We don’t know the answer be- Listen)

causc it’s not something we've looked at
before,” he said.

The scholarship, named by WSU
students and professors in honor of Mat-
thew Shepard. the Gay Wyoming college
student who was beaten to death in 1998,
was originally intcndcd onfy for students
who were Gay , Lesbian or Bisexual.

Group Slams Hillary

CONTINUED FROM PAGE FOURTEEN

this process is, [ want to continuc to lend
my support to it, and I think marching in
the parade here is onc way of demonstratl-
ing that.”

Al the Cenfer gza(llcﬁng the first
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But the university’s legal counsel  fady Hillary offcred the same argument.
advised the availability of the award be _ 3
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15

Mer's Social Network (Gay men of all ages; guests always welcome).
130p.m. Join Jerry for a Lunch Out to Nonie's. This New Orieans
bistro serves up the best southem cooking this side of Loutsiana. For
directions and reservations, please call Jerry at 298-7415.

THURSDAY, MARCH 16 _
Men's Social Network (Gay men of all ages; guests always welcome).
1.00pm Richad & Doug hast a Lunch Out at Szechuan Omel taday.
For some of the best Asian cooking in town, join them and other MSN
family members for a memorable meal. For detaits, please call Les at
690-9565.

POZ Cafe Monthly Luncheon providing a delicious free lunch, aong
with friendship, games and social activities. Open {o all HIV+ adults
and one guest (partner, family, friend or volunteer i
confidentialty/privacy concems). Doors open a 11:30 - lunch is
served at noon - and games, crafts and social time untif 2:30 p.m.
Located at St Francis in the Focthills United Methodist Church, a G
friendly church at the comer of River and Swan. Reservations
requested. To reserve your space or request transportation, call the
TIHAN office at 299-6647 by Monday, March 13.

FRIDAY, MARCH 17

Men's Social Network (Gay men of all ages; guests always weicome).
7:00 p.m. Join us for our monthly Pizza Party held at Jerry & Les'
home. Simply bring $4.00 and join in for a fun evening of food and
good conversation. Salad and dessert are also served. Vegetarian
pizza offered as well. For resenations and directions, please call Jerry
or Les at 690-9565. Please note: reservations should be made by
Thursday, March 16 at noon so we can order the proper number of
pizzas (but we do order a couple of extra pizzas just in case this isn't
read until the day of the event).

SATURDAY, MARCH 18

1. Men's Social Network (Gay men of all ages; guests always
weicome). 9:00 am. After the recent attack of a Gay student on 4th
Avenue, now may be the perfect time to leamn about self defense. The

11n 10 Seif Defense class is a day-long hands-on experience on how -

to avoid dangerous situations, and how to take care of yourself if you
find no ather way aut. Cast is $45.00. For reservations and directions,
please cail Donn at 331-3056. -

2. Men's Social Network (Gay men of all ages; guests aways
welcorne). 7:.00 pm. Join Robert for a singles sleep-over. Bring your
pis and get ready for a fun night with your Gay family. For reservations
and directions call Robert at 408-7114.

SUNDAY, MARCH 19 ‘

1. Men's Social Network (Gay men of af ages; guests aways
welcome). 300am. There's a hiking expedition for single guys to the
Tanque Verde Falls this moming. For details, directions, and
reservations, please call Robert at 408-7114.

2. Men's Social Network (Gay men of all ages; guests aiways
welcome). 4:30-6:30 p.m. The Triangle Tribe, an awareness group,
meets to learn and use communication and relationship skills toward
developing feelings of trust, love, and bratherhood. For
reservations arxt directions, please call Tom at 318-1650.

Men'shhssageGrupSptthquinmeelebﬂionmedstodaya{S:Dm

pm. This is a special 3 1/2 hour group. Cail for more information. 1t
will be a lot of fun. 8814582, Smallfee. - . - T :

MONDAY, MARCH 20 _

Men's Social Network (Gay men of all ages; guests always weicome).
7:00 p.m. The first day of spring brings on changes, and one man has
big changes in store for him in *in & Out™. Join Bill for this hilarious
movie sbout a man who is outed on the Oscars.” For reservations and
directions, please call Bil} at 297-3569. o :

TUESDAY, MARCH 21

Men's Social Network (Gay men of all ages; guests aiways welcome).
7:00 p.m.ish. Join Donn for an Oscar Nominee Movie-"American
Beauty”. This dark lock at the American dream gone awry is this year's
most nominated film. Please call Donn at 331-3056. ’

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22

Men's Social Network (Gay men of all ages; guests always welcome).
1:00 p.m. Bob hosts a Lunch Out at Las Margaritas today. For some
good Mexican food, join him and other MSN family members for a fun
fiesta in the middle of the day. For reservations, please call Bob at
888-2725.

THURSDAY, MARCH 23

1. Men's Social Network (Gay men of all ages; guests always
welcome). 7:00 pm. A night is devoted to getting out the MSN
newsletters. it's a fun way ta help the organization and get to know the
MSN guys. Dessert and docr prizes ere provided. For reservations and
directions, please call Jerry at 690-9565.

2. Men's Social Network (Gay men of all ages; guests always
welcome). 8:00 p.m. Join us for the MSN Premiers of "Common
Ground”, the recent Showtime miovie about growing up Gay in the 50s,
70s, and today. This trilogy is thoughtful and well done-with a nice
comexiic episode at the end. For reservations & directions, please call
Les or Jerry at 690-9565. : -

FRIDAY, MARCH 24 .

Men's Social Network (Gay men of all ages; guests always welcome).
7:00 p.m. Jain us for our Topic of Discussion as we look at the future
of MSN. What would you like to see from the group in the coming

year? Come give us your input. For reservations and directions, -

please call Jerry at 630-9565.

SATURDAY, MARCH 25

1. Men's Social Network (Gay men of all ages; guests aways
~welcome). 10:00 am. Join Bill for his annua! shopping expedition to

the Caca Grande outlet stores. We'll carpool up, and after shopping,

Ay
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EDNESDAY, MARCH 15
" IBT'S - 9:00 p.m. The Girlie Show hasted by Lucinda Halfiday with
Bunny FuFu, Phaedra and Faith Michaels,

THURSDAY, MARCH 16

STONEWALL - St. Paddy's Day starts early here with all well drinks
and drafts only $1.00. Cherry Bombs 50¢ plus free hot dogs and

FRIDAY, MARCH 17

IBT'S - St. Patrick's Day party. Get set for the Comed Beef and
Cabbage from 5:30 p.m. until 7?7 Plus drink specials!i!

STONEWALL - Celebrata St. Paddy's Day here with all well drinks and
drafts only $1.00. Chesry Bombs 50¢.

VENTURE-N - The annual Hides of March begins here with three fun
packed days and nights. Check in tonight , thera's food and drink
specials. And it's Uniform Night! Wear your uniform and get 50¢ off
of your moxed drinks.

VALENTINA'S - 'Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day here with the live band
‘Desert Rage’, Some great sounds for listening and dancing!

WOODY'S - St. Patrick’s Day Party | Comned Beef and Cabbage with
allthetrimmings. 5:00 p.m. Beer Special: Kiflian's on tap 12¢cz glass
$1.50, small pitcher (220z) $2.75. Erin Go Braugh!

SATURDAY, MARCH 18

(BT'S - 10:00 p.m., a CD release party and special appearance of
Musty Chiffon performing songs fram her new CD with give-aways of
her CD and music videos and “Reel Gay” videos.

STONEWALL - Third day of St Paddy'’s Day Party. Start off with their
Hangover Cure: Smirnoff Screwdrivers, Bloody Marys and Mimaosas
$1.50. Then continue Paddy's Party with alf well drinks and drafts only
$1.00. Cherry Bombs 50¢. Free hot dogs and popcom too!

VALENTINA'S - Showtime here at 9:.00 p.m. hosted by Crystal
Abrams. -

VENTURE-N - Hides of March continues today with a big Beer Bust,
Tucson Knight Owis ‘Body Wash', dinner and a ‘Village People’ show.

SUNDAY, MARCH 19

IBT'S - 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. The benefit bar-b-que and 160z Beer Bust
.goes to PFLAG. 4:30to 7:30 p.m. it's Karaoke on the patio with Billy
Dea. S:00 p.m. aFundraising show for Phaedra who is a candidate for
Miss Gay Cosmopoiitan and featuring Lucinda Halliday, Bunny FuFu,
Deora Le Blanc, Shaundriana and Stella Virgin, .

STONEWALL - St. Patricks Day weskend winds up today with ail wel
drinks and drafts oly $1.00. Chemry Bambs 50¢ plus today Sal and
Kathy are serving up a free Comed Beef Dinner. )
VALENTINA'S - Benefit show for SAAF hasted by Stella Virgin and
featuring special guests.

VENTURE-N - Hides of March winds up today with a send-off Brunch

ANTHOBOOYS B - Beer Bust 5-10, $1.25 pitchers. Latin Muzic with DJ Hi
9-1. Shot speciaks al nght

BT's - Open 11am-1am. Happy Hour 11-4pm, $2.00 domestic beer and wel
$1.75 wed 8 damesic bees 4-9pm. Beneft B-8-0 an Bees Bust for community org anizations
4 307;m Karake with Blly Dea on the patio 4:30-7:30. Hi energy dancing 9pm 10 ciosa. Af
drirk speciaks not gvakable during special events.

SlOfEWMl-BamNmSainﬂSuﬂmMmmeodme
bar. Flashback Sundays in the Dance CLb. Open Spm. Music of the 70s and 80s with DJ
Rob New Digitd Karaoke sound system in the bar 9pm 1o chose. Free popeom and Hot Dogs.

VALENTINA'S - Open 11am. Happy Hour 11am to 7pm. Bloody Mary & Boder
maker specials. BBQ ($2.50 & $5.00) from 4-9pm. Al request DS 9pm to chose.

VENTURE-N - Open 10am. Patio open 3pm. Pt Beer Bust 3-Tpm 75¢ draft
301 Dart Tournament Spm $3 entry fes (pot masched). Boss Burgers 5-7pm Hides Leather
Goods opens at 4pm.

WOODYS - Open Hoon. Happy Hour 3-7pm. VYoleybad Court is Open. Check
0 with bartender. Karaoke with B Dee now on Sundays Spm fo coce.

Monday

AT NOBODY'S BIZ - Happy Hour Two-For-One 2-7, Free poot 24.  $1.50
Wels 8-mdright.

BT's- Open 10am. Martini Monday ol day af cal martinis's $2.50. Happy Hour
10am-4pm, $2.00 domestic beer and wel $1.75 wel and domestic beer 4-9pm. 9pm to
closing, $1.50/ 220z péchers. Karaoke Bily Dee 7:00-9.-30pm Retro 80's dance 9:30pm o
closing. Af drink specials nol avadable durng special everts.

STONEWALL - Bar opens noon. Dance Ciub opens 9pm. Hot dance mix with
DJ Rob. Free Popcom and Hot Dogs. .

VALENTINA'S - Open 11am. Happy Howr ti 7: BBQ ($1.50) 4-9pm. Big screen
sporting events. Dart Tounament. Al request DJ 9pm $o tosing.

VENTURE-N - Open 6am. Dart Toumey 8pm, pot matched. Patio opens Spm

WOODY'S - Open Noon. Harpy Hour 3-7pm. Karaoka wiBily Dee Spm 1o chose
Voleybal Court is Open. See bartender.

ANT NOBODY'S BRZNESS - Happy Hour Two-For-One 2-7pm. Pooi loumey
7ms2er;ry.polmaﬁed. $1 bagnecks for pool players. Funky disco wiDJ Starskee &
0JButta Fly 9-1.

BTs - Open 10am. Happy Hour 10am-4pm, $2.00 domestic beer & wel $1.75
wel & domestic beer 4-9pm. 9 pm to close $1.75 wel Wear an 1BT's T-shirt get happy hour
prices 91 chose, or by an IBTs T-shirt for $5 and get a compémentary drink. House HiNergy
Dance 9pm fo closing.

STONEWALL - Open Noon. Happy Hour prices unti 7pm. Dance Club opens
9pm. D3 Eduardo. Free Popcom and Hot Dogs.

VALENTINAS - Open 11am. Extended Happy Hour t Spm: BBQ ($1.50) 4-Tpm
Oh So Scary-cake {Karaoke) 9pm - 1245am.

. VENTURE-N - Open 6am. Patio open Spm. 1st Tuesday TKO Spaghetti Feed

WOODY'S - Open hoon. Happy Hour 3-7pem. Trivia Party 8pm-close. Top score
on NTN per game wins special prizes. Skyy's the kmit $2.25

Wednesday

ANTNOBODYS BEZNESS - Happy Hour Two-For-One 2-7pm. Free Poot24.
$1.50 tongnecks B-midnight. Dance with DJ Siephanie S-cbse.

IBT's - Cpen 10am lo 1am. Happy Hour 10am 1o 4pm, $2.00 domestic beer &
wel $1.75 wel & domestic beer 4-9pm. $1.75 Bud Products 9pm to close. Al drink specials
not avadable during special events.

STONEWALL - Open Noon. Happy Hou prices 3 7, Dan e Club opens at Spm
withh DJ Rob and s hotmix. New Digital Karaoke Sound Sylem 9pm i close in the bar. Free
Popcoern and Hot Dogs. :

VALENTINA'S - Open 11am, Happy Hour ti 9pm. Pool tourney 7:30pm (pot
matched). Lounge Lizands Paradise: 50¢ shot sampiler/bartenders choice. Al request DJ 9pm

VENTURE-N - Open 6am. Cuenvo Goid $2 and Cueno 1800 $2.25 Open to
cbse. Patio opens at Spm.

) WOODY'S - Open Noon. Happy Hour 3-Tpm.  Voleybal on demand 7 days a
week. See bartender. : oo

ANT NOBODY'S BIZNESS - Happy Hour 2-7pm, 2for1 Free pool 2-4_ Karacke
with Mekssa 9pm o close. Wicreamy cowgiris & $2.50 Tequia Rose.

BT's - Open $0am to 1am. Happy Hour 10am-4pm $2.00 domestic beer and
wel $1.75Wel & domestic 4-9. Underwear Nite. $1.50 wel and $1.75 domestic beer lo those
in their underwear (pant check avalable). Hi energy dancing S9-close. Al drink speciaks not
avalable during specilevents. ’

; b C STONEWALL - Open Noon. Happy Hour prices unti 7pm, Dance chsh opens at
with Bloody Mary and Screw Driver speciats. Wear a Village People gom. pance with DJ Eduardo. Frea Hot Dogs and Popcomn

outfit and get 50¢ off your mixed drinks.

- WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22

IBT'S - 9:00 p.m. it's The Girlie Show hasted by Lucinda Halliday and
featuring Ajia Simone, Kenneth Blake and Patsy La Croix.- -

FRI-SAT-SUN, MARCH 24-25-26
IBT'S- This is home basa for the 4™ Avenue Spring Street Fair. Shows ®
hosted by Lucinda Holliday and Ajia Simone and featuring Kenneth

Blake, Adrienne Alexander, Bunny FuFu, Veronica Lake, and from

Phoenix, Virginia Sacrifice, Phaedra and Devina., Showtimes Saturday

and Sunday 3:00 p.m. And an additional show on Sunday for the

community at 9:30 p.m,

SATURDAY, MARCH 25

VALENTINA'S - The First Annual Miss Valentina Pageant will be held
here tonight. For more information call (520)557-1189.

we'l go to his very Gay-friendly parents' home for dessert. For details,
please call Bill &t 546-7539.

© VALENTNAT - Open 11am. Happy Hour ti7: '8150Welnt0muesﬁ:9-ﬂpm.

Keraoke 9pm-12:45am.

VENTURE-N - Open 6am. Patio open 5pm. Day prices for men in kather 7pm
to cbse. Pool Tounament 7pm-ish. $3 entry . Hides Leather shop opens at 8pm

WOOQDY'S - Open Noon. Happy Hour 3-7pm. Trivia Thursday Bpm-ciose. Top
score o NTN per game wins special prizes.. Voleybal Courtis Open. See bartender.

: Friday

ANT NOBODY'S BIZNESS - Happy Hu Two-For-One 2.7, Free poot 24, Free
food at 5:30pm. Dance music 9-1 w/ DJ HL Dk speciaks every 172 hour
: BTs- Open 10an Happy Hour 10am-4pm $2.00 domestic beer and wel $1.75

wed & domestic beer 4-9. Live Jazz on the patio with the Susan & Tracey 5:30-8:30pm. Patio

Bar 9-1. Dance Party 9 to 1. Al drink specials not avadable during special events.
STONEWALL - Open Noon. Dance Cub open 9pm. Dance with DJ Marguis.
Frea Popcomand Hot Dogs. . -
. VALENTINA'S - Open tam. HappyHour 117, G iz wil be Boyz drink specials

posted above the bar. Al request DJ 9pm to close.

VENTURE-N - Open 6am. Snacks served at Spm. Patio open Spm. Hides
Leather Store opens 8pm. :

WOODY'S - Open Noon. Happy Hour 3-Tpm Martini Party - Wel Martids $2,
Cal Martinis $3 from 4pm 10 close. Vol eybat Courtis Open. See bartender.

Saturday '

AIN'T NOBODYS BEZNESS - 0 at 2pm. Drnk speciaks a) day. Pool
Toumament 5:30pm $3 entry. Pot matched. Dance music wiDJ H 9-closa. Drink specials

every haf howr.. :

18T's - Open 10am to 1am. Happy Hour 10am-4pm $2.00 domestic beer and

2. Men's Social Network (Gay men of all ages; guests always wel. $1.75 wel & domestic beer 4-9pm. Patio bar §-1. Dance 9-1. Aldrink specials not

welcame). 7:00 p.m. Join Bill as he hosts Pinochie Night. If you're a

" fan df the game, this is the place to go. If you don't know how to play,
but want to leam, we'll help you out. For reservations and directions,
please call Bill at 297-3569.

avakable during special events. )

STONEWALL - Open Noon. Dance CLb opens at 9pm. Dance with DJ tarqus.
Free Hot Dogs and Popcom. :

VALENTINA'S - Open t1am. Happy Hour 1 7. A variety of shows hosted by

‘Crystal Abrams’”. Spm. Al donations go o charity. Al request DJ 10pm to cose.

VENTURE-N - Open 6am. Pato Bar open at 3pm. Patio Beer Bust with 50¢

Desert Voices will be in concert st Pima Community College drafts, $1.50 pichers. Hides Leather Stors opens at 8om. Cricket Dart Tournament 9pm

Precenium Theatre in a tribute to Billy Strayhom, best known as Duke
Ellington’s collaborator. Strayhorn was a master composer of swing b

music, beautiful ballads and openly Gay. The concert, “Lush Life”

WOODY'S - Open Noon. Happy Howr 3-7pm.  Voleybal Court s Open. Ses
ndet, .

begins at 8:00 p.m. For mora information and tickets call (520)791-
9662. There is ancther performance tomommow at 2.00 p.m.

3. - Men's Social Network (Gay men of ali ages; guests aways |

welcome). 8:00 p.m. The MSN family gathers to listen to our Gay
brothers & sister sing at the Desert Voices Concert: "Lush Life". For
more information about this, please call Davey at 686-1208.

SUNDAY, MARCH 26

Desert Voices will be in concert & Pima Community College
Precenium Theatre in a tribute to Billy Strayhom, best known as nge
Ellington's collaborator. Strayhorn was a master composer of swing
music, beautiful ballads and openly Gay. The concert, *Lush Life
begins a 2:00 p.m. For more information and tickets call (520)791-

CAFES
6303 East 22nd Swost 8800 £ Tanque Verde
Tucson, Azora 85710 v Tucson, Aiizona 85749
{3209 745-0953 1520) 760-2850
Fax(320) $71-836) . Fan (5201 760-2891
Open Dasily unti 11 p.m. Open Daily Untd 2p.m.

9662, :

OPEN FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS 24 HOURS
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TUCSON NTERFAITH HVIAIDS NETWORK (THHAN),
a cosiion of falth communities commitiad b a

com| response 1 HIV/AIDS, provides HIV
education in congregational volunteer
CareTearns b support HV+ persons, & network

of HiV-sensitive clergy, and interfaith services of
healing and hope. For more information call 299-6647.

LESBIAN/IGAY/BLSEXUAL OVEREATERS
ANONYMOUS. Ssturdays 1 to 2m new location
Wingspan, 300 E. 6™ SL Contacts 325-8876 or 327-
4293. .

ANONYMOUS HiV COUNSELING AND TESTING is
swailsbie tyough the Pima Heatth Department
st sites throughout Tucson, Very Gay Friendty. For
more information of o make an appointment cali 791-
7676.

GRACE GROUP . CATHOUIC GAY/LESBIAN
SUPPORT GROUP meets every 2¥ Monday at 7:30
p.m. in the Madonna Hall at Saints Peter and Paul
Catholic Church, 1436 N. Campbell across from
Uniersity Hospital, For more info. Call Eddie Betrano
888-4505.

free non-12-step seif-help allernative for people
working to overcome addictive and other emotional
problems meets in Tucson Monday thru Thursdays at
different locations. For mora information about
SMART, contact Brenda at 884-9920, Ext448 or
Emmett 322-8057 (evelten@ix netcom.com)

‘ SMART (Seff Management And Recovery Training) a

AZdykes is a new email list for Lesbians living in
Arizona. For information mail tyan@theriver.com and
request guidelines.

QUTLOUD! Tucson's premiers Local Lesbian and
Gay Radio Show, broadcast every Wednesday a8t 8:03
pm en 81.3 FM, Community Radic KXCI. The show
*This Way Out’, a nationally syndicaled Lesbian and
Gay radio show is aired at 5:30 pm every Wednesday.

THEATER / DINNER / ETCI Non-Smoking Lesbian
Network meets every 3" Saturday night of each month.
¥ you'd ike to meet women 35+ (flexible) and socialize
in a smoke-free environment 888-8010 before 10.00

p.m. Tha group dines out and attends shows or movies. -

Now in their 16" yearl (2™Iin Tucson).

SOUTHERN ARIZONA GENDER ALLIANCE (SAGA).

Meetings on the 1* Monday, 7pm. Dezen Giriz (MTF)
Meets 2™ Monday al 7pm. Deazert Boyz meets 3™
Tuesday at 7pm. of every month. Al meetins take
place at Wingspan, 300 E. 6® St. Call 624-1779 for
more info. SAGAEmail@aol.com
http//members.aol.com/sagaemail

EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT GROUP FOR
ALTERNATIVE LIFESTYLES. Not a dating club.
Discreet. Meetings every Monday evening. Call for
moreinfo. APEX (Arizona Power Exchange) 602-415-
123, 24-hr  multi-choice message including
information, calendar and location.

ARIZONA AIDS POLICY ALLIANCE (AZAPA) seeks to
educate legislators and citizens about sound AIDS
poiicy. For more information write AZAPA, 6523 N. 14*
St., #112, Phoenix, AZ 85014 or call 602-276-4805.

TUCSON'S 100% CONSENSUAL, Pan-Fetish, Pan.
* Sexusl, Informational Safe Spaca for the B3D, S&M,
DB4&S and TV community. Call us at (520)617-4661, or-
hitp/Avwew . geocities comvWestHollywood/Heights/5088

LOG CABIN REPUBLICANS OF SOUTHERN
ARIZONA. Local chapter of the nation's largest Gay
and Lesbian Republican organization. Meets the first
Tuesday evening of each month. For information, can
Patrick at 815-1887.

SEXUAL ASSAULT SURVIVORS. Starting this
February, the Tucson Rape crisis Center will be
providing free confidential group senvices for Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexsal and Transgender survivors of all manner
of smual assault. Interested persons please call Mirto
Stone, MSW, st 327-1171 (if unavailable leave
message with phone number. )

AAPSP - ARIZONA ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC
SAFETY PROFESSIONALS - a confidential
organization committed to providing support and
networking for all Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual public
safety professionals in Arizona. Mambership open to
Lew Enforcement Officers, Firefighters, Probation,
Parola and Corrections Officers and civilians working
within these agencies. Website: AAPSP.org or &-mail:
AAPSP@aal.com or call Dave (520)745-8058 (Tucson)
or Kim {802)534-8219 (Phoenix)

GLSEN - Gay, Leshian and Straight Education Network
maeets first Thursday of every month at 4:30pm at
Wingspan, 300 E. 6™ Strest. 743-4800.

TUCSON CATHOLIC GAY & LESBIAN FAMILY
MINISTRY. Currently meeting tha 4th Monday of every
month at SS Peter & Paul Church, Madonna Hall 7:30
p.m. to 8:00 pm. Fr. Fiedler in attendance every
meeting and willing 10 speak one on one. Reaching out
10 Parents and Familles. For more info call Do¢ or
Barbara 293-6624.

WOMEN'S OUT OF THE CLOSET GROUP. Weicoma .

10 women in ail stages of tha coming-out process. Wa
are here b support the Lasbians, Bisexuals and straight
women of all races, religious and ages. Meeting times
are the 2™ and 4™ Sunday of every month, 1:30 -
3:30pm 8t Wingspan at 300 E. 6% St 624-1779. Call
Wendy Bailey at 235-1803 after S5pm for mors
Information.

LUTHERANS CONCERNED - Tucson chapter for
Gay/Lesbian Lutherans meets 4™ Sunday, 6:30 p.m.
each month at Santa Cruz Lutheran Church, 8809 S.
Cardinal Awe. For more information writa: LC, 7014 E.
Golf Links Road, PMB 212, Tucson, AZ B5730.

ABUSIVE RELATIONSHIPS: Confidantia! individua! or.
group support for Gay, Bisexual or Trans men who are
victims/survivors of domestic violence. For more
information cail 624-0348 (24-hour line) o

REVELLE GAY MEN'S CHORUS rehesrses Tuesdays
7-10pm at MCC Church, 3260 N. Mountain. Have any
histony experience singing? Join usl! Call 881-1368 to
sudition. 817-3100 for more info.

HKE & BIKE DYKES. Meets 2 Monday at 7pm. Call .
327-7230 for info, .

T f%wfz/f%%/y
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SOUTHERN ARZONA AIDS FOUNDATION (SAAF),

376 S. EUCUID. Offica Hours 8am to Spm, Monday
through Friday. Direct senvices and emotional support
for parsons with and sffected by HIV, Anonymous HIV
testing and support groups available. Prevention
education programs. 628-SAAF (7223). World wide
webx. htip/iwww.sasl.org. VOLUNTEERS WELCOME.

RELATIONSHIP SURVIVORS. For Lesbians whose -

relationship has just broken up. Designed to support
each other. Meets 1 & 3¥ of each month
from @am to t10am. For info call Dorian Easty, group
facilitator, 882.7723

P.F.LAG. - Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays
- i3 @ support group available to anyone who has a son,
daughter or friend who is Gay. Call 575-8680 or writa
P.O. Box 38264, Tucson, AZ 85740-8284. All replles
confidential.

ARE YOU GAY OR LESBIAN and someone eise's
drinking is petting to you. Call information and Referral
about Al-Anon 881-1794 in Tucson Info about special
groups for Gays and Lesbians.

" YOUNG AND GAY? o
GLBT Youth 23 and under, meet every Saturday in
Tucson for sharing, support and information. Meetings
are held at 300 E. 6th Street from 3 to 4:30 pm. You
are not alone. For more info call Wingspan, 624-1779.

The TUCSON Chapter of PRME TMERS
INTERNATIONAL invtes Gay or Bisexual men and their
admirers to join and share Prime Timers fellowship.
We welcome mature men (and admirers) who wish to
becomne involved with planned and future Prime Timers
activities. Meetings luncheons and dinners are held
monthly. For dates, times and information call 584-
0280, leave name and phone number.

TUCSON GAY INFORMATION AND REFERRAL
For information on human service organizations, heatth
and mental health senvices, financial and government
assistance, emergency senices such as food and
sheiter, aducation, etc. Call information and Raferral
881-1784 - 8 am - 5 pm Mon. - Frl.

AIDS HOTUNE - 326-A1DS. Hours M-F, §:00 am to
10:00 pm. Information, counseling, HiV-related ser-
vices, Tucson.

GAY OR B-SEXUAL MEN in retationships with women.
Need friends you can talk to? Weekly support group
meets Wednesdays 6:30 - 8:00 pm. Licensed
psychologist facilitator. Calt 745-8977 In Tucson for
mora information. Strictly confidential.

WINGSPAN - Tucson's Gay, Lesbian & Bismaal
Community Center, 300 E. 6th St, offers support
groups / info line / social events / library / meeting
space. Volunteer Opportunities. Board meetings every
2nd Thursday (open to all), 6:00 p.m. Information 624~

- AT778.

SUPPORT GROUP: Gays, Lesbians and Bisaxuals
meet woekly for open discussions in a loving,
supportive gimosphers. Meetings Thursdays from 7:30
10 9:30 pm at St. Francis in tha Foothills Church, Swan
and River Road. Room 43. Cail the church at Davey at
888-1208 or Brian at 8624726 for information.

LESBIAN SOCAL DISCUSSION GROUP. Meetings 2
& 4" Wadnesday, 7 to 8:30 pm. Wingapan, 300 €. 6"
St Coma Chat!

CAMELBACK BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL
ASSOCWATION (CBPA) OF PHOENIX . For information
and membership write: CBPA at P.O. Box 2097,
Phoenix, AZ 85001,

SOURCES UNLIMITED, a tesbian & Gay referral
senice. Business and individual listings are free of
charge. Allinformation available to anyone just simply
by asking. 322-5855. Leave message.

GAY COWBOY CLUB - Nationwide Personal Ads.
Admirers welcome t00. Send stamp for information:
Mavericks, Box 8543, Santa Fe, NM 87504,

ATTENTION ALL NUDISTS - Tucson Tanners is a
nudist group open to all — Nude activities scheduled
both indoor and outdoors. Not "Gay Only”, but Gays
are welcome and invited to Join. For further
information send SASE to: Tucson Tanners, P.O. Box
84.-G, Cortaro, AZ 85852. ’

INNER WISDOM - Try hypnotharapy for pain r'ellel. past
life exploration and addiction release. Also available:
Spiritual Counseling and Dream Interpretation. 579-
9020

COCHISE COUNTY LESBIANS AND GAYS. P.O. Box
818, Bisbee, AZ 85603 / (602)432-5591. Rap Group,
Youth Group, Sociat and Political Events.

BEARS OF THE OLD PUEBLO - a social club for
bears and bigger, more robust men (and of course,
thoss who prefer their company). For more info, Call
the Bears Hotlline (520)327-1620 or writs P.O. Box
43810, Tucson, AZ 85733-3910, or come o our
Qeneral meetings the second Friday of every month.
Location listed on our hotline.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE GROUP - Outreach to Gay and -

Lesbian people in Arlzona. Moets monthly. Write to

P.O. Box 883, Phoenix, AZ 85001 or call Eddy Watters,

(602)371-1102

CRONIES SOCIAL GROUP. A Sodlal group for Gay

men wha enjoy the feilowship of their peers. Call Leo
at 624-6768.

T-SQUARES Lesbian and Gay square dance club
meels every Tuesday from 6:30-0.00° pm. at
Comersione Feliowship Sociat Hall, 2002 N. Geronimo

(near 1t Ave. and Laguns). Open to All. Call Liz at
325-9488 or Ray at 749-5247. .

LIGHTNING LIGHTING will provide | for AIDS
and related benefits at no charge. Fzmm?\ info call

. Adrienne st 808-7298.

4

SOFTBALL - For info on the Tucson Greater Softball
Association T.G.SA,, plaass contact. Mary 770-9979
of Bertie 318-3415. :

CARE TEAMS ARE AVAILABLE to offer support to
peopls living with HV/AIDS. The Tucson Interfaith
HIV/AIDS Network offers trained, compassionsts and
commitied volunisers to provide senvices including
friendly visils, light housekeeping, assistance with
meals, shopping, emands, transportation and
companionship for medical appointments, and respite
care for primary care givers. No judgement of
proselytizing - we are here {0 be of senvice. For
information calt Scott at 200-8647.

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT SPORTS TEAMS and
updates on Gay Games 2002, contract TEAM
ARIZONA at their website: teamarizona.org

ARE YOU GAY OR BISEXUAL AND UNDER 21
YEARS OF AGE? The Gay Young Men’s Project is
now looking for volunteers for the project. Wae need
people who want to help creats a positive social
change for young Gay men as well as reduca the risk
7'“22 }‘:I’th For more information please call 628-

. BISEXUAL INFORMATION/SUPPORT GROUP for
women and men. Meetings 1st & 3rd Wednesdays at
7:00 p.m. at Wingspan, 300 E. 8th St  624-1779.

THE MEN'S MASSAGE GROUP meets the 3rd Sunday
of each month. 1tis a good way to meet other men of
all ages, safely, and with the art of nurturing touch.
There is a fee. You must sign up in advance o
participate. Call Marc at 8814582 for more
information or sign up.

COMMUNITY BUSINESS ASSOCIATION (CBA),
Tucson's Gay and Lasbian business natworking group
holds regular meetings the third Thursday of every
month. Call Greg Hollman 528.7542 for more info.

TUCSON LESBIAN/GAY ALLIANCE (TLGA) meets on
the second Tuesday at Wingspan, 300 E. 8th Street at
7pm. For more information call 622-3200.

LEARN TO BE A USTENNG FREEND. Unique Hospital
Volunteer Program teaches listening skills (o
Volunteers who provide a safe’compassionate
a‘anem%_,m 10 atyisk patents. Training every 8 weeks.
6 .

LAMBDA CAR CLUB, a social organization of Gays and
Lesbians who share interest, information and fellowship
involving all cars and trucks. New Southem Arizona
Region now in Tucson. Call the HOTline for info at
888-5541 ,

LESEBXAN AND GAY AL-ANON - Affected by someone’s

drinking? Meeting every Tuesday 8:45 to 9.45 p.m. at

Lambda Center, 2840 E. Thamas, Phoenix. Ellie 581-
' 8850 or Ronn 968-2384.

GAY & LESBIAN SPIRITUALITY GROUP of St. Phillips
in the Hills Episcopal Church meets first and third
Mondays. Call David, 323-7843 for more information.

LESBIAN/GAY WRITERS: Workshop a\' 7:00 p.m. third
Wednesday of avery month. Read and critique current
projects. Network and support For info call 325-4737.

DESERT VOICES, Tucson's Gay & Lesbian Chorus
‘rehearses Monday evenings from 6:30 to 9.30pm at
Armory Park Senior Center, 220 S. 6th Ave. Call 791-
9682,

Join the LESBIAN & GAY PUBLIC AWARENESS
PROJECT. In Tucson write Awareness Project, 3681
N. Campbeil Ave. #3685, Tucson, AZ 85719.

AA Mesting with HNV/AIDS focus, Wednesdays, 7.30
p.m., MCC Church, 3268 N. Mountain. All alcoholics
weicome.

MEN'S SOCIAL NETWORK: Social organization for
men of all ages. Building an extended Gay family in
Tucson. Monthly social potiuck gatharings the first
Saturday of each month and almost weekly social
actvitles. Call Jerry at 690-8585 for information and a
newsletter. Check the Non-Bar Cuendar in the
- Observer.

e

RENOVATED DOWNTOWN APARTMENTS. Come
reserve yours now. 8 apts. left. Each apartment is
different. Very cute.. A must see. Available in April.
29 W. Kennedy or call 270-2810. Gay managed.
817
1 BR ADOBE HOUSE. Uving room, dining room,
kitchen, bath. Hardwood flioors. Fenced ard. Available
1% April.  Speedway/Alvernon area. Call for
apppointment to see late afternocons or evenings. Ask
for Bill 785-8881. 820
RISTORIC 3 BEDROOM, 1 BATH HOME/QFFICE.
Wood floors, fireplace, central heat/cool. Enclosed
yard, $8504m0. 603E. Speedway. 623-5721 of
323-7264 ‘ 818

VARIOUS CENTRAL TUCSON LOCATIONS. Large 1
and 2 bedroom apartments unfurnished. Clean, private,
quiet Many exiras. Special move-in prices. Cati 820-
0130 821
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the U and bus stops. Renting for $285 all utilities paid
exept phons. First and Last Months Rent. NO
DEPOSITS. Washer/dryer. Off street parking. Will

a continental breakfast and dinner for an added

. propere
- $65. For the cost of food. Quiet neighborhood.

Looking for @ mature gentieman tired of living alone and -
cooking. It is a vary good price for room and board.
AVAILABLE NOW. Cali Bob @ 903-1800 820

Dstaline: 1-m:§scm X3527. $2.9%/min, 16;“
VERY LONELY GAY MAN looking for relationship.
Please write: Yashewa, P.O. Box 64885, Tucson, AZ

85728 USA. Thank you 828
GREAT PHONE SEX. HNo interational

{213)213-8900. 819

ATTENTION - ATTENTION - ATTENTION
Si eres hombre que tiena s&xo con otros hombres y
quieres ayudamos a extender y apoyar jos programas
para Los Latinos, llama para una entrevsta
extrictaments confidencial al 628-7223, ed 248 y
pregunta por Emesto. 821

if you are a Latino man who is having sex with other
men and you want to help us support and expand our
programs for Latinos, call for a confidential interview
at628-7223 ext 248 and ask for Emie. 821

bttt &

HOT GAY WEBSITES!
www gaysedive com  Live XXX Models;
WWW. com  Free Gay Chat
www.marinestuds.com Real Military!
www latinstudgs.com  Hot Latin Hunks
www studmailcom  Free E-mail Account.
(800)383-7883 Talk Live With Men 18+ 839

CYBER CRUISE - Meet Arizona Gay men and women -

as well as people all over the U.S. Gay owned.
WWW.MOVO.com 821

SALES AND MARKETING. Gay and Lesbian film
distributing company.  Experienced professional
salesperson needed to maintain and expand national
butiness o business account base. Contact Michael

622-2400 or fax resume to 622-2992 819

TIRED? RESTLESS? Full body private, discreet
massages for men only. $45/hour. Donald 319;1378
1
YOQUR PLEASURE ... is my goal. Relax for an hour
with a Full Body Rub by Frank 731-9807 817

NEW BIG THING. Quality model with nine gives full-
body sensual massage. Yong, masculine, very
handsome. Private/discreet Invout Call Jordan
(520)440-1768 817

ATTRACTIVE MAN offers very relaxing, sensuous, one-
hour massage at a very reasonable rate. Days,
evenings, weekends. Michael 584-6243 o
. 81
YOUNG MAN EXPERIENCED -IN BODY AND
BREATHWORK. Also experienced in the “Body
BElectric” style of massage. Cafl Scott, 318-0632.
819
HOUSECLEANING FOR YOUR HOME. Friendly,
reliable man offers customized service. Experienced,
thorough and bonded. Call Steve at 326-2808.
B1S5.
EFFECTIVE, EXPERIENCED MASSAGE THERAPIST,
specializing in .deep tissue Swedish and
Neuromuscular Therapy (pain relief). Certified,
Licensed. Flexible hours Torrence 626-8989 815,

LET ME PAMPER YOU! With a Full Body Swadish
massaga in a quiet, relaxed atmosphere. $35 for a full
hour. Ralph, 883-7486. 828

SACRED TOUCH, HEALING TOUCH: The healing

touch of Lomilomi leamed trom a third generation
Hawailan master combined with the sacred touch of

‘Esalen’ massage can be experienced today. Be
massaged,

soothed, and nurtured by strong, yet gentie
hands. Deep tissue touch is avallable, atways working
to your comfort leval. Days and evenings, sometimes

- at a moment's notice. Both in and outcalls available.

Call Glen, CMT, at 807-2551 for the touch you 80 richly
desenve. 821 -

MASSAGE FOR THE DISCRIMINATING MALE.
Specializing in a combination therapy of Swedish, Deep
tissue, and Lomi Lom! massage techniques to
rejuvenate the body. 7 years experience. Certified.
Jef?, (520)270-3161. 818

MASSAGE FOR MEN, Swedish full body, In my private

In-home studio, experienced and professional. Full
hour $35.00. Rick 299-1792 816

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST: Let my skilled
techniques and intuitive nature work out pain, relieve
sore muscles, and meke you feel relaxed and renewed.
Pleage call Les Elliott at 890-8565. Therapeutic,
non-sexual healing. 814.,

ODD JOBS - HANDYMAN. Coolers, elecirical,

plumbing, carpet, painting, etc. Call Victor, 887-2519,
. 818

FOOTHILLS MASSAGE. BEST IN TUCSON. New

York trained. 10 years experience. Near Sunrise &
Craycroft In & Out calls. Greg Stickroth, 469-0522

814,
FULL BODY SWEDISH MASSAGE FOR MEN A
healthy invigorating total experience for men of ail

ages. Peacsftl, private setting, Discreet. Full hour -

$35. Manvin 200-0651 816

ENJOY DEEP RELAXATION.. & QUALITY aroma
massage, with tantric bodywork with 18 years of
experience; uniike any massage. Feil good with strong,
gentle hands. Marc, 881-4582. 814..

Lot me k ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS

me keep your cigthes fitting property and in good
fepair, Experienced - Economical — Prompt. M. erle
Hudson, 888-7264 in Tucson. 821
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Have you called this month?
Try it free. Key in free trial code: 8087

LIVE CONNECTIONS AND TALKING CLASSIFIEDS.

CTueson (5201801-2
oenin {002) 160

Ouickee response and-reteieval line
(10 memhership'.requilnd]: I-000-786-555858 §1.08/min. -

www.InteractiveMale.com

Starting ot 8¢/min. (ollers must be 18+, 24 hour customersenvics avalobl at 1-800-503-0028. Browsa ot wwwinteadivemale.com

N . "



